Abstract Title: Mapping the Proximity of
Nymphaea to Roman Roads

Name of Presenters: Eric Friestad, Anthony
Morrelli

Email addressof Presenters:
efriest@ilstu.edu, ammorr4@ilstu.edu
Department or School of Presenter: Illinois State
University

Education level of Presenters: Undergraduate
Name of Faculty Mentor: Kathryn Jasper
Email addressof Faculty

Mentor: kljaspe@ilstu.edu

Introduction: Nymphaea servedas large
informalgathering spaces and had
connections to water sources. Some of these
watersources were naturally occuring and
some were man-made. Nymphaea served
multiple purposesincludingthat of
sanctuaries, assembly areas, and reservoirs.
Where are the nymphaea and where are the
roads? How close are theyto each

other? Howaccessible were the Nymphaea?

Research Objectives: Understanding the locations of nymphaea
relative to roads, aqueducts, orcitiescould give us a betteridea
of how manypeople might have had access to these

places. Some were evenbuiltasacommemorationto others or
themselves. Followingour preliminary research, we might
hypothesize that the nymphaea were generally built closer to
urban areas where perhaps the most people had access to them.
Theirproximityto roads and citiesmightalso help us visualize
the connection of the nymphaeato the rest ofthe Roman world.

Method: Considering ourtime constraints, it wasbeneficial
to use as muchdata asis readilyavaliable as possible. We
downloadedtheroads and cities data sets that we needed,
butthe mostimportant aspect was gathering the
coordinates ofnymphaea. Onceina spreadsheet, we could
putthe coordinatesintoarcmapsothatwe couldsee
where the nymphaea were and ask the software to
calculate the distancesbetween nymphaeaandroads.

Results: Ourresearchtellsus Conclusion: This might mean

thatnymphaea are close to
water, roads, andcities. While
we originally planned to find
nymphaeaproximity to cities,
difficulties led to the
ommittance of its calculation.

thatease of accessto
nymphaeawas a priority. Thi
mightalso be atestamentto
how Romanroads were to be
ableto connecttheir many
urban areas effectively.
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