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TEACHING EXPERIENCES AND INTERESTS 
 
Courses taught at Illinois State University:  
 
 Social Psychology 
 Personal Relationships 
 Senior Experience (a capstone, research course) 
 Human Sexuality 
 Human Sexuality - online 
 Sociology of Marriage and the Family 
 Advanced Human Sexuality 
 Graduate Seminar on Personal Relationships/Family 
  
 
 PUBLICATIONS 
      
Journal Articles (peer-reviewed) (119) 
 

Sprecher, S., & Hatfield, E. (2022). Ratings of the physical attractiveness of an 
interaction partner after a getting-acquainted interaction. Personal Relationships, 29 (2), 366-
385. 

 
Drouin, M., Sprecher, S., Nicola, R., & Perkins, T. (2022). Is chatting with a 

sophisticated chatbot as good as chatting online or FTF with a stranger? Computers in Human 
Behavior, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2021.107100 
  
 Sprecher, S., & Felmlee, D. (2021). Social network pressure on women and men to enter 
a romantic relationship and fear of being single. Interpersona: An International Journal on 
Personal Relationships, 15 92), 246-261. 
  
 Sprecher, S. (available online in advance of publication).  Trends over time in emerging 
adults’ self-reports of attachment styles. Emerging Adulthood. 
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2167696820962599 
 

Sprecher, S. (2021; available online in advance of publication) The role of expectations 
for liking and other positive affiliative outcomes in the get-acquainted process that occurs over 
computer-mediated video communication. Current Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-
021-01466-4 
 

Sprecher, S. (2021l available online in advance of publication). Attachment orientation 
and reasons for and reactions to “virginity” in college. Current Psychology, 1-10. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-021-01535-8 
 

Sprecher, S. (2021). Closeness and other affiliative outcomes generated from the Fast 
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Friends procedure: A comparison with a small-talk task and unstructured self-disclosure and the 
moderating role of mode of communication. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 38 
(5), 1452-1471.  
 

Sprecher, S., O’Sullivan, L. F., Drouin, M., Verette-Lindenbaum, J., & Willetts, M. C. 
(available online in advance of publication). Perhaps it was too soon: College students’ 
reflections on the timing of their sexual debut. The Journal of Sex Research. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2021.1885599 

 
Sprecher, S. (2021). Social bonding in initial acquaintance: Effects of modality and 

modality order. Social Psychology Quarterly, 84, 216-234. 
  

 Sprecher, S., Treger, S., & Landa, N. (2021). Men and women’s plans for romantic 
initiation strategies across four settings.  Current Psychology, 40, 3499-3509.  
 

Sprecher, S. (2019).  Beliefs about finding a compatible partner in three settings. 
Interpersona: An International Journal on Personal Relationships, 13, 253-264. 
 

Sprecher, S., O’Sullivan, L. F., Drouin, M., Verette-Lindenbaum, J., & Willetts, M. C. 
(2019). The significance of sexual debut in women’s lives.  Current Sexual Health Reports, 11, 
265-273. 
 

Sprecher, S. (2019). Does dis(similarity) information about a new acquaintance lead to 
liking or repulsion? An experimental test of a classic social psychology issue. Social Psychology 
Quarterly, 18, 303-318.  
 

Sprecher, S., Econie, A., & Treger, S. (2019). Mate preferences in  
emerging adulthood and beyond: Age variations in mate preferences and beliefs about change in 
mate preferences. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 36, 3139 - 3158.  
 

Hampton, A. J., Fisher Boyd, A. N., & Sprecher, S. (2019). “You’re Like me and I like 
you:” Mediators of the similarity-liking link assessed before and after a get-acquainted social 
interaction.” Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 36, 2221-2244. 

 
Sprecher, S. (2018). Inequity leads to distress and a reduction in satisfaction:  Evidence 

from a priming experiment. Journal of Family Issues, 39, 230-244. 
 
Sprecher, S., & Hampton, A. J. (2017). Liking and other reactions after a get-acquainted 

interaction: A comparison of continuous face-to-face interaction versus interaction that 
progresses from text messages to face-to-face. Communication Quarterly, 65, 333-353. 

 
Rawlings, J., Hampton, A. J., Treger, S., & Sprecher, S. (2017). Channels of 

computer-mediated communication and satisfaction in long-distance relationships. Interpersona, 
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11, 171-187. 
 
Sprecher, S., & Hatfield, E. (2017). The importance of love as a basis of marriage: 

Revisiting Kephart (1967). Journal of Family Issues, 38, 312-335. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Hampton, A. J., Heinzel, H. J., & Felmlee, D. (2016). Can I connect with 
both you and my social network? Access to network-salient communication technology and get-
acquainted interactions. Computers in Human Behavior, 62, 423-432. 
 

Sprecher, S., Regan, P., & Orbuch, T. (2016). Who does the work?  Partner perceptions 
of relationship initiation and maintenance. Interpersona, 10, 13-27.. 
 

Sprecher, S., & Treger, S. (2015). The benefits of turn-taking reciprocal self-disclosure in 
get-acquainted interactions.  Personal Relationships, 22, 460-475. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Treger, S. (2015). Virgin college students’ reasons for and reactions to 
their abstinence from sex:  Results from a 23-year study at a Midwestern U.S. university.  
Journal of Sex Research, 52, 936-948. 
 
 Sprecher, S. Treger, S., Fisher, A., Hilaire, N., & Grzybowski, M. (2015). Association 
between self-expansion and actual and perceived (dis)similarity and their joint effects on 
attraction in initial interactions.  Self and Identity, 14, 369-389. 
 
 Sinclair, H. C., Felmlee, D., Sprecher, S., & Wright, B. (2015). Don’t tell me who I can’t 
love:  A multi-method investigation of social network and reactance effects on romantic 
relationships.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 78, 77-99. 
 

Sprecher, S. (2014). Effects of actual (manipulated) and perceived similarity on liking in 
get-acquainted interactions:  The role of communication. Communication Monographs, 81, 4-27. 

 
Sprecher, S. (2014). Evidence of change in men’s versus women’s emotional reactions to 

first sexual intercourse: A 23-year study in a human sexuality course at a midwestern university. 
The Journal of Sex Research, 51, 466-472. 
 
 Sprecher, S. (2014). Initial interactions online-text, online-audio, online-video, or face-to- 
face:  Effects of modality on liking, closeness, and other interpersonal outcomes.  Computers  in 
Human Behavior, 31, 190-197. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Zimmerman, C., & Fehr, B. (2014). The influence of compassionate love on 
 strategies to end a relationship.  Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 31, 697-705. 
 
 Fehr, B., Harasymchuk, C., & Sprecher, S. (2014). Compassionate love in romantic  
relationships: A review and some findings. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 31,  
575-600. 
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 Sprecher, S., Brooks, J. E., & Avogo, W. (2013). Self-esteem among young adults:  
 Differences and similarities based on gender, race, and cohort (1990-2012). Sex Roles, 69, 264- 
275.  
 
 Sprecher, S., Treger, S., Hilaire, N., Fisher, A., Hatfield, E. (2013). You validate me, you  
like me, you’re fun, you extend me:  “I’m Yours!”  Current Research in Social Psychology, 22- 
30. 
 
 Treger, S., Sprecher, S., & Erber, R. (2013)  Laughing and liking:  Exploring the  
Interpersonal effects of humor use in initial social interactions.  European Journal of Social  
Psychology, 43, 532-543.  
 
 Sprecher, S., Treger, S., & Sakaluk, J.  (2013). Premarital sexual standards and  
sociosexuality: Gender, race, and cohort differences.  Archives of Sexual Behavior, 43, 1395-
1405. 
 
 Sprecher, S. (2013). Correlates of couples’ perceived similarity at the initiation stage and  
currently.  Interpersona, 7, 180-195. 
 

Sprecher, S., Treger, S., Wondra, J. D., Hilaire, N., & Wallpe, K. (2013). Taking turns:  
Reciprocal self-disclosure promotes liking in initial interactions. Journal of Experimental Social 
Psychology, 49, 860-866. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Treger, S., & Wondra, J. D.  (2013).  Effects of self-disclosure role on 
liking, closeness, and other impressions in get-acquainted interactions.  Journal of Social and 
Personal Relationships, 30, 497-514. 
(A podcast was also done on this article:  http://spr.sagepub.com/content/30/4/497/suppl/DC1) 
 
 Sprecher, S. (2013). Attachment style and sexual permissiveness: The moderating role of 
gender. Personality and Individual Differences, 55,428-432. 
 
 Sprecher, S. (2013).  Predictors of condom use in first sexual intercourse:  A 
consideration of individual, situational, relational, and cohort effects.  Journal of Applied Social 
Psychology, 43, E71-E84. 
 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., Karney, B.R., Reis, H. T., & Sprecher, S.  (2012).  Online 
dating:  A critical analysis from the perspective of psychological science. Psychological Science 
in the Public Interest, 13, 3-66. (aside from the first author, authorship order was alphabetical). 

 
 Sprecher, S. (2011).  Relationship compatibility, compatible matches, and compatibility 
matching.  Psychological Records Journal, 1, 187-215. 
  
 Sprecher, S.  (2011).  The influence of social networks on romantic relationships:  
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Through the lens of the social network.  Personal Relationships, 18, 630-644.. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Fehr, B.  (2011). Dispositional attachment and relationship-specific 
attachment as predictors of compassionate love for a partner.  Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships, 28, 558-574.  
 

Treger, S., & Sprecher, S.  (2011).  The influences of sociosexuality and attachment style 
on reactions to emotional versus sexual infidelity.  Journal of Sex Research, 48, 413-422. 
  
 Sprecher, S., Zimmerman, C., & Abrahams, E. M.  (2010).  Choosing compassionate 
strategies to end a relationship:  Effects of compassionate love for partner and the reason for the 
breakup.  Social Psychology, 41, 66-75. 
 
 Fehr, B., & Sprecher, S.  (2009).  Prototype analysis of the concept of compassionate 
love.  Personal Relationships, 16, 343-364. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (2009).  Relationship initiation and formation on the Internet.  Marriage and 
Family Review, 45, 1-21. 
 
 Guynn, L., Brooks, J. E., & Sprecher, S. (2008).  The balance of work in initiating 
relationships.  Free Inquiry in Creative Sociology, 36, 83-93. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Harris, G., & Meyers, A.  (2008).  Perceptions of sources of sex education 
and targets of sex communication:  Socio-demographic and cohort effects.  Journal of Sex 
Research, 45, 17-26.  
 
 Pillemer, J. T., Hatfield, E., & Sprecher, S.  (2008).  The importance of fairness and 
equity for the marital satisfaction of older women.  Journal of Women and Aging, 20, 215-229. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Fehr, B., & Zimmerman, C. (2007). Expectation for mood enhancement as a 
result of helping: The effects of gender and compassionate love. Sex Roles: A Research Journal, 
56, 543-549.  
 

Sprecher, S., & Fehr, B.  (2006).  Enhancement of mood and self-esteem as a result of 
giving and receiving compassionate love.  Current Research in Social Psychology, 11 (16), 227-
242. 
 

Sprecher, S., Schmeeckle,  M., & Felmlee, D.  (2006).  The principle of least interest: 
Inequality in emotional involvement in romantic relationships.  Journal of Family Issues, 27, 
1255-1280. 
 

Sprecher, S., & Fehr, B.  (2005).  Compassionate love for close others and humanity.  
Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 22, 629-652. 
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Sprecher, S., & Hendrick, S.  (2004).  Self-disclosure in intimate relationships: 
Associations with individual and relationship characteristics over time.  Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology, 23, 836-856. 
 

Toro-Morn, M., & Sprecher, S.  (2003).  A cross-cultural comparison of mate preferences 
among university students: The United States vs. the People’s Republic of China (PRC).  Journal 
of Comparative Family Studies, 34, 151-170. 
 

Sprecher, S. (2002).  Sexual satisfaction in premarital relationships: Associations with 
satisfaction, love, commitment, and stability.  The Journal of Sex Research, 3, 1-7. 
 

Sprecher, S., & Regan, P. C.  (2002).  Liking some things (in some people) more than 
others: Partner preferences in romantic relationships and friendships.  Journal of Social and 
Personal Relationships, 19, 436-481. 
 

Sprecher, S., & Toro-Morn, M.  (2002).  A study of men and women from different sides 
of earth to determine if men are from Mars and women are from Venus in their beliefs about love 
and romantic relationships.  Sex Roles, 46, 131-147. 
 

Sprecher, S. (2001).  Equity and social exchange in dating couples:  Associations with 
satisfaction, commitment, and stability.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 63, 599-613. 
 

Sprecher, S. (2001).  A comparison of emotional consequences of and changes in equity 
over time using global and domain-specific measures of equity.  Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships, 18, 477-501. 
 

Regan, P. C., Levin, L., Sprecher, S., Christopher, S., & Cate, R.  (2000).  Partner 
preferences:  What characteristics do men and women desire in their short-term sexual and long-
term romantic partners?  Journal of Psychology and Human Sexuality, 12, 1-21. 
 

Felmlee, D., & Sprecher, S.  (2000).  Close relationships and social psychology:  
Intersections and future paths.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 63, 365-376. 
 

Christopher, F. S., & Sprecher, S.  (2000).  Sexuality in marriage, dating, and other 
relationships:  A decade review.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62, 999-1017. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Felmlee, D.  (2000).  Romantic partners' perceptions of social network 
attributes with the passage of time and relationship transitions.  Personal Relationships, 7, 325-
340. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Metts, S.  (1999).  Romantic beliefs:  Their influence on relationships and 
patterns of change over time.  Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 16, 834-851. 
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 Sprecher, S.  (1999).  "I love you more today than yesterday":  Romantic partners'   
perceptions of changes in love and related affect over time.  Journal of Personality and  Social 
Psychology, 76, 46-53. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1998).  What keeps married partners attracted to each other?  Free Inquiry 
in Creative Sociology, 26, 193-200. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Felmlee, D., Metts, S., Fehr, B., & Vanni, D.  (1998).  Factors associated 
with distress following the breakup of a close relationship.  Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships, 15, 791-809. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1998).  Insiders' perspectives on reasons for attraction to a close other.  
Social  Psychology Quarterly, 61, 287-300. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1998).  The effect of exchange orientation on close relationships.  Social   
Psychology Quarterly, 61, 220-231. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Regan, P. C.  (1998).  Passionate and companionate love in courting and 
young married couples.  Sociological Inquiry, 68, 163-185. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Cate, R., & Levin, L.  (1998).  Parental divorce and young adults' beliefs 
about love.  Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, 28, 107-120. 
 
 Sprecher, S. (1998).  Social exchange theories and sexuality.  The Journal of Sex 
Research, 35, 32-43. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Regan, P. C., & McKinney, K.  (1998).  Beliefs about the outcomes of 
extramarital sexual relationships as a function of the gender of the "cheating spouse".  Sex Roles: 
A Journal of Research, 38, 301-311. 
 
 Attridge, M., Berscheid, E., & Sprecher, S. (1998).  Dependency and insecurity in 
romantic relationships: Development and validation of two companion scales.  Personal 
Relationships, 5, 31-58.  
 
 Sprecher, S., Regan, P. C., McKinney, K., Maxwell, K., & Wazienski, R.  (1997).    
Preferred level of sexual experience in a date or mate:  The merger of two  
methodologies.  The Journal of Sex Research, 34, 327-337. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Felmlee, D.  (1997).  The balance of power in romantic heterosexual 
couples over time from "his" and "her" perspectives.  Sex Roles:  A Journal of Research, 37, 
361-379. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Hatfield, E.  (1996).  Premarital sexual standards among U.S. college 
students:  Comparisons with Russian and Japanese students.  Archives of Sexual Behavior, 25, 
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261-288. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Regan, P. C.  (1996).  College virgins:  How men and women perceive 
their sexual status.  The Journal of Sex Research, 33, 3-15. 
 
 Regan, P. C., & Sprecher, S.  (1995).  Gender differences in the value of contributions to 
intimate relationships:  Egalitarian relationships are not always perceived to be equitable. Sex 
Roles: A Journal of Research, 33, 221-238. 
 
 Hatfield, E., & Sprecher, S.  (1995). Men's and women's preferences in marital partners 
in the United States, Russia, and Japan.  Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 26, 728-750. 
 
 Call, V., Sprecher, S., & Schwartz, P.  (1995). The incidence and frequency of marital 
sex in a national sample.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57, 639-652. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Barbee, A., & Schwartz, P.  (1995).  "Was it good for you, too?":  Gender 
differences in first intercourse experiences.  The Journal of Sex Research, 32, 3-15. 
 
 Zimmerman, R. S., Sprecher, S., Langer, L., & Holloway, C. D.  (1995). Adolescents' 
perceived ability to say `No' to unwanted sex.  Journal of Adolescent Research, 10, 383-399. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Metts, Burleson, B., Hatfield, E., & Thompson, A.  (1995).  Domains of  
expressive interaction in intimate relationships:  Associations with satisfaction and commitment.  
Family Relations, 44, 203-210. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Aron, A., Hatfield, E., Cortese, A., Potapova, E., & Levitskaya, A.  (1994). 
Love:  American style, Russian style, and Japanese style.  Personal Relationships, 1, 349-369. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Duck, S.  (1994).  Sweet talk:  The importance of perceived 
communication for romantic and friendship attraction experienced during a get-acquainted date.  
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 20, 391-400. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1994).  Two sides to the breakup of dating relationships.  Personal 
Relationships, 1, 199-222. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Hatfield, E., Cortese, A., Potapova, E., &  Levitskaya, A.  (1994). Token 
resistance to sexual intercourse and consent to unwanted sexual intercourse:  College students' 
dating experiences in three countries.  The Journal of Sex Research, 31, 125-132. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Sullivan, Q., & Hatfield, E.  (1994).  Mate selection preferences: 
Gender differences examined in a national sample.  Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 66, 1074-1080. 
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 Sprecher, S., & Felmlee, D.  (1993).  Conflict, love, and other relationship dimensions for 
individuals in dissolving, stable, and growing premarital relationships.  Free 
Inquiry in Creative Sociology, 21, 115-125. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Sedikides, C.  (1993).  Gender differences in perceptions of emotionality: 
The case of close, heterosexual relationships.  Sex Roles:  A Journal of Research, 
28, 511-530. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Felmlee, D.  (1992).  The influence of parents and friends on the quality 
and stability of romantic relationships:  A three-wave longitudinal investigation.   
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 54, 888-900. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Chandak, R.  (1992).  Attitudes about arranged marriages and dating 
among men and women from India.  Free Inquiry in Creative Sociology, 20, 59-69. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1992).  How men and women expect to feel and behave in response to 
inequity in close relationships. Social Psychology Quarterly, 55, 57-69. 
 
 Sprecher, S., McKinney, K., & Orbuch, T.  (1991).  The effect of current sexual behavior 
on friendship, dating, and marriage desirability.  The Journal of Sex Research, 28, 
387-408. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1991).  The impact of the threat of AIDS on heterosexual, dating 
relationships. Journal of Psychology and Human Sexuality, 3, 3-23. 
 
 Haavio-Mannila, E., Kontula, O., Weinberg, M.S., & Sprecher, S.  (1990).  Sex, alcohol, 
and gender: A study of Finnish university students.  Nordisk Sexologi, 8, 268-281. 
 
 Felmlee, D., Sprecher, S., & Bassin, E.  (1990).  The dissolution of intimate relations: A 
hazard model.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 53, 13-30. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1989).  The importance to males and females of physical attractiveness, 
earning potential and expressiveness in initial attraction.  Sex Roles:  A Journal of Research, 
21, 591-607.  
 
 Sprecher, S., & Metts, S.  (1989).  Development of the `Romantic Beliefs Scale' and 
examination of the effects of gender and gender-role orientation.  Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships, 6, 387-411. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1989).  Expected impact of sex-related events on dating relationships.  
Journal of Psychology and Human Sexuality, 2, 77-92. 
  
 Sprecher, S.  (1989).  Premarital sexual standards for different categories of individuals.  
The Journal of Sex Research, 26, 232-248. 
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 Hatfield, E., Sprecher, S., Traupmann Pillemer, J., Greenberg, D., & Wexler, P. (1988). 
Gender differences in what is desired in the sexual relationship.  Journal of Psychology and 
Human Sexuality, 1, 39-52. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1988).  Investment model, equity, and social support determinants of 
relationship commitment.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 51, 318-328. 
 
 Sprecher, S., McKinney, K., Walsh, R., & Anderson, C.  (1988).  A revision of the Reiss 
premarital sexual permissiveness scale.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 50, 821-828. 
 
 McKinney, K., Sprecher, S., & Orbuch, T.L.  (1987).  A person perception experiment 
examining the effects of contraceptive behavior on first impressions.  Basic and Applied Social 
Psychology, 8, 229-242.  
 
 Sprecher, S., & Pocs, O.  (1987).  Teaching sexuality:  Two techniques for personalizing 
the large class.  Teaching Sociology, 15, 268-272. 
 
 Sprecher, S., McKinney, K., & Orbuch, T.  (1987).  Has the double standard 
disappeared?  An experimental test.  Social Psychology Quarterly, 50, 24-31. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1987).  The effects of self-disclosure given and received on affection for an 
intimate partner and stability of the relationship.  Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 
4, 115-127. 
 
 Hatfield, E., & Sprecher, S.  (1986).  Measuring passionate love in intimate 
relationships.Journal of Adolescence, 9, 383-410. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1986).  The relation between inequity and emotions in close relationships. 
Social  Psychology Quarterly, 49, 309-321. 
 
 Sprecher, S.  (1985).  Sex differences in bases of power in dating relationships.  Sex 
Roles:  A Journal of Research, 12, 449-462. 
 
 Hatfield, E., Traupmann, J., & Sprecher, S.  (1984).  Older women's perceptions of their 
intimate relationships.  Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 2, 108-124. 
 
 Sprecher, S., DeLamater, J., Neuman, N., Neuman, M., Kahn, P., Orbuch, D., & 
McKinney, K.(1984).  Asking questions in bars:  The girls (and boys) may not get prettier at 
closing time and other interesting results.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 10, 482-
488. 
 
 McKinney, K., Sprecher, S., & DeLamater, J.  (1984).  Self-image and contraceptive 
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behavior.  Basic and Applied Social Psychology, 5, 37-57. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & Hatfield, E.  (1982).  Self-esteem and romantic attraction:  Four 
experiments.   Recherches de Psychologie Sociale, 4, 61-81. 
 
 Hatfield, E., Sprecher, S., & Traupmann, J. (1978).  Men and women's reactions to   
sexually explicit films.  A serendipitous finding.  Archives of Sexual Behavior, 7, 583- 592. 
 
 
Edited and Authored Books (8)  
 
 Reis, H., & Sprecher, S.  (Editors) (2009), Encyclopedia of human relationships (3 
volumes). Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. 
 
 Fehr, B., Sprecher, S., & Underwood, L.  (Eds.) (2009).  The Science of Compassionate 
Love:  Theory, Research, and Applications.  Blackwell. 
 
 Sprecher, S., Wenzel, A., & Harvey, J.  (Eds.) (2008).  Handbook of the Initiation of 
Relationships.  New York:  Psychology Press of Taylor and Francis. 
 
 Harvey, J., Wenzel, A., & Sprecher, S. (Eds.) (2004). Handbook of sexuality in close 
relationships.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 
 Sprecher, S., & McKinney, K.  (1993).  Sexuality.  Included in the Sage Series on Close 
Relationships.  Newbury Park, CA:  Sage. 
 
 McKinney, K., & Sprecher, S. (Eds.)  (1991).  Sexuality in close relationships.  New 
Jersey: Erlbaum. 
 
 McKinney, K. & Sprecher, S.  (Eds.)  (1989).  Human sexuality:  The societal and  
interpersonal context.  New Jersey:  Ablex. 
 
 Hatfield, E., & Sprecher, S.  (1986).  "Mirror, mirror....":  The importance of looks in 
everyday life.  SUNY Press.  (Winner of the Media Book of the Year, American Psychological 
Association, 1986). 
 
Book Chapters (41) 
 

Sprecher, S., Russell, L. T., Su-Russell, C., & Schmeeckle, M. (2022). Social networks 
and extended families. In A. Vangelisti (Ed.), Handbook of Family Communication (3rd edition; 
pp. 277-293). Routledge. 
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Sprecher, S., Fehr, B. (2022). The Compassionate Love Scale. In: Medvedev, O.N., 
Krägeloh, C.U., Siegert, R.J., Singh, N.N. (eds) Handbook of Assessment in Mindfulness 
Research. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-77644-2_37-1 
 

Sprecher, S. (2020). Influence of self-disclosure in the acquaintance process on 
changes in people’s self-concept, how people feel about themselves, and how people feel about 
others. In B. A. Mattingly, K. P. McIntyre, and G. W. Lewandowski, Jr. (Eds.), Interpersonal 
relationships and self-concept (pp. 37-51). Springer Publishers. 
 
 Sprecher, S. (2020). Creating closeness and interdependence: 
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Departmental IRB representative, 2007-2017 
 
College of Arts and Sciences Service 
 
Member of College Council, 2004 - 2006. 
Member of the Committee to Select the Arts and Sciences Lecturer; Fall 2003; Fall 2009 
Member of College Faculty Status Committee, 1995-1996, 2002-2004, 2011-2012. 
Member of College Curriculum Committee, 1986-1987. 
Member of the Research Proposal Review Committee, 2007-2009 
Member of the Search Committee for Dean, 2010-2011. 
Chair of the Search for Chair of the Department of Economics, 2011-2012. 
Member of the CAS Service Awards Committee, 2021 - continuing 
University Service 
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Member of Task Force to Organize a Midwest AIDS Conference, 1988. 
Member of Task Force to Evaluate the Women's Study Program, 1987-1988. 
Faculty Coordinator for the Minority-Scholar-in-Residence (Stanley Gaines) – Spring 2004 
Chair of 5-year Chair evaluation committee, College of Applied Technology 
Distinguished Professor Selection Committee, Each Fall, 2009 to present (except 2010) 
Member of the Task Force to Evaluate Open Access to Research, Fall 2013 – 2014 
Member of the Search Committee for a position in the Provost office, Assistant Vice President 
       for Academic Affairs, Fall 2018. 
Chair of the Dean Review Committee for the College of Fine Arts, 2020-2021 
 
 HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
Illinois State University 
 
Janice Witherspoon Neuleib Award for Outstanding Scholarly Achievement by a Tenured 
Faculty member, 2009-2010. 
 
Illinois State University Distinguished Professor, selected December 2008; effective Aug, 2009 
 
Illinois State University College of Arts and Sciences Lecturer, Fall 2003. 
 
Outstanding University Researcher, Illinois State University, 1998. 
 
College of Arts and Sciences Senior Researcher Award (Social Sciences), 
 Illinois State University, 1995. 
 
University Research Initiative Award, Illinois State University, 1987. 
 
Shaw Teaching Award, 2020 
 
External Awards 
 
Fellow of the International Association for Relationship Research, granted March 2016. 
 
Berscheid/Hatfield Mid-Career Achivement Award, 2001 (an award to recognize sustained and 

programmatic research that has contributed to the study of personal relationships offered 
by the International Network for Personal Relationships) 

 
Winner of the Media Book of the Year, American Psychological Association, 1986.   
 (for Mirror, Mirror..., co-authored with Dr. Elaine Hatfield). 
 


