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ReggieCon Live! 2024
Ruins, Reflections, Creations, and Dreams

Project Report

Contemporary life is full of change: AI, Racial Reckoning, The Covid pandemic, Global 
Warming. All of these events can generate a sense of uncertainty that signals dystopian 
catastrophe for some, while promising long-awaited possibilities for others. ReggieCon was 
created in the fall of 2020 to be a forum for discussions and interactions geared toward 
directly addressing these ambiguities. And ReggieCon Live 2024: Ruins, Reflections, 
Creations, and Dreams was created to be a means for the Illinois State University community 
to culturally capture, discuss, and celebrate the seemingly intractable chaos of our time.

ReggieCon Live 2024 took place from Saturday, April 27th through Tuesday, April 30th and 
occurred at different campus locations at different times. Over 500 faculty, students, staff, 
and members of the general public attended 13 different events organized by ReggieCon Live! 
2024, including three, multi-hour, student creativity showcases on Saturday, a one-day 
conference titled, “At the Ruins of Contemporary Culture: What Will Tomorrow’s Minds Say 
about Today’s Selves?” on Sunday, and multiple classroom presentations, panels, and 
workshops on Monday and Tuesday. This report will share images from these various events.



ReggieCon Live! 24 was sponsored by the following organizations:

Sage Trust Fund
Society for Mind-Matter Research

Office of Enrollment Management and Student Success
Graduate School

University Marketing and Communications
Department of English
Department of Physics

Department of Philosophy
Department of Psychology

Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
Creative Technologies, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts

Graphic Design, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts
School of Theater and Dance, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program
Office of Equity and Inclusion

Many thanks to the following faculty, administrators, and 
chairs/directors for their support of this ReggieCon Live! 2024:

Dr. Byron Craig, Office of Equity and Inclusion
Dr. Jana Albrecht, Enrollment Management and Student Success

Dr. Dan Elkins, Associate Vice President for Academic Fiscal Management
Dr. Katherine Ellison, Department of English

Professor Rose Marshack, Creative Technologies, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts
Dr. Matthew Smith, Creative Technologies, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts

Dr. Archana Shekara, Graphic Design, Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts
Dr. Juliet Lynd, Languages, Literatures, and Cultures

Dr. Chris Horvath, Department of Philosophy
Dr. Daniel Holland, Department of Physics

Dr. Noelle Selkow, Graduate School
Dr. Allison Bailey, WGSS

Dr. Connie DeVeer, School of Theater
 Julie Mana-ay Perez, UMC

Dani Schroeder, UMC
Sean Thornton, UMC

Kelly Harman, Department of Psychology
Angie Davis, Department of Psychology

Edcel Javier Cintron-Gonzalez, Department of English
Sneh Vora, Department of Philosophy



ReggieCon Live! 2024 Advertising

In addition to all the flyers 

created, posted, and distributed 

for individual events, ReggieCon 

Live! 2024 Director, Dr. J. Scott 

Jordan, and Panel Organizer, Mr. 

Edcel Cintron-Gonzalez, were 

interviewed by WGLT’s Ryan 

Denham. Click here to hear the 

interview.

Ms. Julie Mana-ay Perez of University Marketing 

and Communication oversaw the creation of a 

reel for ReggieCon Live! 2024. As as be seen 

below, the reel received almost 11,000 views. 

Click here to see the reel.



Saturday, April 27th

Students from the 

Creative Technologies 

program in the Wonsook 

Kim College of Fine Arts 

presented their own, 

original, digital music. 

This Student Creativity 

Showcase was organized 

by Professor Matthew 

Smith.



Saturday, April 27th

Award-winning 

cartoonist for The New 

Yorker, Amy Kurzweil, ran 

a workshop on creating 

your own graphic 

memoire. She also 

participated in 

ReggieCon’s celebration 

of Women’s History 

Month in March, 2024  

with a discussion of her 

graphic memoire, 

“Artificial.”



Saturday, April 27th

Over 150 people attend this 

Student Creative Showcase 

organized by students of the 

Creative Technologies 

program (Wonsook Kim 

College of Fine Arts) under 

the direction of Professor 

Rose Marshack. 



Saturday, April 27th

Students from the 

Department of 

English organized 

5 panels under the 

direction of Mr. 

Edcel Cintron 

Gonzalez and Dr. 

Katherine Ellison. 



Sunday, April 28th
Scholars and artists from 

India, Switzerland, Austria, 

Spain, and the United 

States presented songs, 

poems, drawings, and 

formal talks about what 

tomorrow’s minds will say 

about today’s selves, 1000 

years from now!



Monday, April 29th

Over 50 people attended 

award-winning author / 

illustrator Professor John 

Jennings’ exhibit-talk at 

University Galleries. He then 

gave a workshop for 

graphic design students. 

The workshop was 

organized by Professor  

Archana Shekara



Monday, April 29th

Over 30 students sat in on 

two separate music classes 

with recording artist / 

composer Noah Earle. The 

lectures were organized by 

Professor Matthew Smith. 



Monday, April 29th

Artist / Ethnomusicologist, Dr. Tomie Hahn from the 

Department of the Arts at Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute provided a ‘banding’ workshop to a small 

number of faculty, staff, and students in which she 

‘connected’ participants with large, industrial-strength 

rubber-bands as a way to gently disrupt their hidden, 

unconscious assumptions about their bodies and their 

minds. The event was organized by Honors Director, Dr. 

Linda Clemmons.



Monday, April 29th

Dr. Gurpyari Bhatnagar of 

Sharda University in India 

met with students from the 

Department of English to 

discuss post-colonial 

literature in India. The 

meeting was organized by 

Dr. Katherine Ellis, Chair of 

the Department of English.

Dr. Harlad Atmanspacher of 

the Swiss Federal Institute 

of Technology gave a talk to 

students and faculty from 

the Department of Physics 

regarding the application of 

physics principles to 

mental phenomena. The talk 

was organized by Dr. Daniel 

Holland, Chair of the 

Department of Physics.

 



Monday, April 29th

Dr. Elisabetta Di Minico, 

Department of History, Theory, 

and Geographic Politics, 

Universidad Complutense, 

Madrid, Spain, spoke with 

students and faculty about the 

X-Men and their relevance to 

our understanding of 

dystopian systems and the 

contemporary growth of 

authoritarian governments. 

The colloquium was organized 

by Dr. Juliet Lynd, Chair of the 

Department of Languages, 

Literatures, and Cultures.

 



Monday, April 29th

Dr. Dylan Trigg, Department of 

Philosophy, University of 

Vienna, was scheduled to give 

a talk regarding John 

Carpenter’s “The Thing” and 

its implications for the 

philosophy of the body.  He 

was unable to attend due to a 

sudden illness.

However, ReggieCon Live! 

2024 did host a viewing of the 

movie. The event was 

organized by Department of 

Philosophy student, Sneh 

Vora.  Students and faculty, Dr. 

Jordan in particular, loved the 

post-movie discussion!



Tuesday, April 30th

Dr. J. Scott Jordan 

organized a panel 

discussion of how 

graduate students and 

faculty utilize comic 

books and graphic novels 

in their classrooms. 

Panelists included Dr. 

Eric Wesselmann, Dr. 

Elisabetta Di Minico, 

Michael Dow, Zhi Quinn 

Lim, and Edcel Cintron 

Gonzalez.



Tuesday, April 30th

A true highlight of ReggieCon Live! 2024, psychology 

graduate student Maisha Tahsin Orthy moderated a panel 

discussion of the graphic novel, ‘Sita’s Ramayana.’ Panelists

included Dean Heather 

Dillaway (College of Arts and 

Sciences), Dr. Gurpyari 

Bhatnagar, Dr. Caitlin Mercier, 

Dr. Elisabetta Di Minico, and Ms. 

Megan Herling. The panel was 

organized by Dr. J. Scott Jordan.
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