
Ideas in Mathematics:
Embedding Behavioral Supports

Many students experiencing 
mathematics difficulty tend to 
struggle with paying attention 
and may not be focused on the 
math to the extent needed to 

learn and be successful. 

Embedding behavioral supports 
can help…

Procedures Example Strategies  
•	 Reinforce the behavior 

you want to see 
•	 Operationally define the behavior

•	  Communicate the definition and 

expectation with the student

•	 Collaboratively decide on a 

reinforcer 

There is no such thing as a 
universal reinforcer. 
Take time to find out 

what your 
student needs

for reinforcement! 

Keep a Tally 

Puzzle Pieces

Students can earn 
tally marks for de-
sirable behaviors and 
completing tasks and 
are rewarded after a 
period of time based 
on the number of 
points.

Students can earn 
puzzle pieces for fol-
low-ing expectations 
and completing tasks 
and are rewarded 
when the puzzle is 
complete.

Decrease 
unproductive

behavior 

Increase 
time on task 

*Attach these to a folder or notebook as a constant re-
minder of behavioral efforts. 


