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Thank you, Michael, for the kind introduction. It is an honor to address this group.
 
We share a home, and much more. 
-- It’s not easy being a college town.
-- But I hope the benefits outweigh the scooters! 
 
Along those lines, I would also like to ask:
-- How many of you attended SJSU?
-- Have family who attended SJSU?
-- Have co-workers who attended SJSU?

------
*Michael Rewkiewicz (rew-keh-witz), board president 
�
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This is what we bring to the table.
-- SJSU is your public university.
-- What we do reaches well beyond Fourth Street.
 
SJSU is downtown’s: 
-- Largest landholder (160 acres) and
-- Largest employer (5,000 faculty/staff)
 
SJSU and downtown are part of the same fabric. The flow of people says it all.
 
Students, faculty, staff, and you coming and going all day (and sometimes all night) long.
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I understand you would like to know more about our people. Let’s begin with the Class of 2018.
-- 10,000 graduates (eligible to participate)
-- 40,000 guests
-- 7 ceremonies
-- Lots of hands to shake! 
 
For the first time, we honored every single graduate.
-- Did you notice the traffic?
-- I noticed the busy restaurants!
 
I would like to extend a special thanks to Brian Bates
-- SJ Downtown Association board member
-- SJSU Commencement Committee Chair
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I would like to share more about our students in general.
-- 33,000 students
-- 10,000 living within three miles of campus
-- 3,000 living on campus
-- 70 percent from the Bay Area
-- One-third first in their families to attend college
 
SJSU is ranked fourth in the nation on the CollegeNet 2017 Social Mobility Index.
 
Lives change here, and you are part of that, as employers, landlords, neighbors and mentors. Thank you!
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SJSU students are excelling academically.
-- More honor roll students than ever (505 4.0s!)
-- More graduates than ever (Graduation Initiative)
-- More graduate students than any other CSU (8,100)
-- More international students than any other CSU (5,235)
 
Practical intelligence is our hallmark.
-- Jason Su is an excellent example.
-- SJ Downtown Association’s Street Life Manager
-- Award-winning SJSU Urban Planning graduate student
-- Let’s give Jason a round of applause!



This is a placeholder. I need bullets.
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We share people and geography. Did you know we also share priorities? 

Your list is very similar to ours.
-- Vision
-- Brand
-- Transportation
-- Housing
-- Safety
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There is one thing on our list that is not on yours – education.
 
Education is our top priority, and the way we uniquely contribute to the downtown community.
 
It’s why King Library made so much sense to Susan Hammer and Bob Caret 15 years ago.
 
It’s why Hammer Theatre makes so much sense to Sam Liccardo and me today.
 
We are stronger when we act together. I see this as our shared vision and brand.
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I would like to take you on a virtual tour of campus to show you how we are addressing these priorities. Let’s begin with something fun: brand.
 
Have you see our new shuttle buses?
 
Right now, they travel between our main and south campuses.
 
I would like to see if we can extend the route.
 
How about Diridon Station to campus, for instance?
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Here’s a sneak peek at our airport project.
 
These panels will be installed soon.
 
The result? An SJSU seating area at Mineta San Jose International Airport.
 
I am thrilled to recognize the achievements of our students, faculty and alumni at this busy gateway to our city.




South Campus
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I support college athletics. Simply stated, soft skills are in demand. Sports are a great way to get them.
 
We have made tremendous progress on South Campus.
-- Completed: golf, tennis, soccer, softball 
-- Up next: volleyball, baseball, track and field, football 
-- This rendering shows a football operations center planned for the east side of CEFCU Stadium.

All of these facilities serve intercollegiate and club athletes, and the larger community.

Perhaps you have heard Serena Williams is coming to town? The Mubadala (moo-BOD-ah-la) Silicon Valley Classic begins July 30 at SJSU. 
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Anticipated Construction Duration: 1/2019 – 6/2021
Total Project Cost: $147,518,000

SOUTH GARAGE

Interdisciplinary 
Science Building

WEST GARAG
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Here is another practical improvement reflecting our role as Silicon Valley’s public university.
 
We break ground next year on an Interdisciplinary Science Building, housing labs, offices and lots of collaborative space.
 
We think it’ll become another home away from home for our students, much like King Library and the Diaz Compean Student Union.
 
Why is this important? Because it breathes life into our campus and downtown, day and night.
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I see some of you are worried about evening activities. Crime is a reality all day, everywhere. We are taking steps to enhance campus safety.

-- Over the past year, we’ve installed hundreds of surveillance cameras on campus.
-- Another effective tool: encouraging people to “see something, say something.”
-- By working with our community members in these ways, we are identifying suspects and making arrests. 
 
Other safety measures include: Alert SJSU messages, active shooter training, King Library safety railings, and
enhanced outdoors lighting. 
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Another reality: the region’s housing shortage.
 
As I mentioned earlier, we have 3,000 beds on campus.
 
We are planning Campus Village 3, adding 1,800 beds.
 
While we offer housing to faculty and staff, most residents are students. 
 
We are looking into options for all community members, but we need to do this right. 
 
This means structures designed and staffed to support living and learning at an affordable price.
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We are acutely aware that some students lack basic needs.
-- 13 percent of our students reported experiencing homelessness in the last 12 months.
-- 43 percent of our students reported food insecurity in the same survey

We offer two weeks on-campus housing on a space- available basis, connections to local shelters, and emergency grants of up to $500.

We have opened eight campus food pantries and offer a monthly mobile Second Harvest Food Bank, Dining Commons meals, and help signing up for CalFresh. 
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This brings me back to Fourth Street. 

I appreciate the new signage. How about you? It was designed to welcome people to campus.
 
I hope you will…
-- Join our community.
-- Meet our students.
-- Attend our performances and games.
-- Take a class.
-- Or just take a stroll.
 




Closing Comments
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California has long envisioned education as a public good, not a private privilege. 

And that vision, I would argue, has made all the difference.
 
Thanks again for this opportunity to meet with you.
�
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SHARON

Innovative initiatives, new opportunities

-- SJSU developed a cross-divisional Economic Crisis Response Team (SJSU Cares), which is led by a case manager who responds to individuals in need in less than 24 hours.

-- SJSU has received $130K in CSU grant funds to establish a permanent food pantry, pursue temporary housing opportunities, expand CalFresh sign ups, and improve web communications. 

-- SJSU is launching a fundraising campaign for our Student Hunger Committee and Student Crisis Fund.
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