Information about Choosing and Purchasing Music for NYSSMA


It is very important to choose a solo that will allow your child to have a positive experience at NYSSMA.  Students are required, in addition to their piece, to play memorized scales and sight-read music as they apply to each level.  While it is a good thing to stretch skills to the next level, a solo that is too difficult can cause unnecessary anxiety for you and your child.


If you are not sure about which level and/or solo is most appropriate for your child (and especially if your child does not have a private teacher), have your child see his/her director at school for guidance as soon as possible.

Solos must be chosen from the current NYSSMA manual.

Order your music early!  There are thousands of students looking for the same music from the NYSSMA manual.  If you wait too long, you may be scrambling to find what you need.

Remember that you need 2 original copies of the piece and neither can be a photocopy!  The piano accompaniment book that comes with many solos is acceptable as the second copy.  The student plays from the instrumental solo and the adjudicator gets the piano accompaniment.  If no piano part is available, you will need to purchase (or borrow if possible) another original.

There are many sources for obtaining music.  Sometimes, if luck is with you, you may find someone who already owns the piece and is willing to loan it to you. There are many places to purchase music. Below are some possible businesses to contact. 
Sheetmusic.com
Amazon.com (You must type in ‘sheet music’ or recordings will come up.)

Music & Arts
Paramus, NJ


201-265-1860
Shar Products   (strings and piano only)
1-800-248-7427

J. W. Pepper    (www.jwpepper.com)

1-800-345-6296


Sam Ash        178 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains, NY        914-949-8448
