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An economic and social crisis has eroded Venezuela's public 
health system. As a consequence of this, lower health-status, 
Venezuelans patients have fled the country to neighboring 
countries, such as Colombia, to seek proper medical attention 
and obtain medical supplies. However, due to local restrictions 
in Venezuela for access health-related data, little is known 
about what are the main diseases carried by Venezuelans at 
the international border with Colombia. A proper 
understanding of these diseases could shine a light not only to 
provide a better allocation of resources for Venezuelan 
refugees, but also could provide a picture of the most common 
pathologies suffered by Venezuelans in their country.

We aimed to look at the most common pathologies among 
Venezuelan refugees seeking medical attention at the 
Colombian-Venezuelan border.

Introduction
• Infectious disease numbers rose 
• Low vaccination coverage, especially for measles and 

diphtheria. 
• An increase in imported cases of Malaria in Colombia 
• Higher rate in STIs 
• Over 7,000 patients seen by the USS Comfort and Operation 

Blessing
• Approximately 40 million Colombian Pesos spent on care

Secondary data analysis of medical statistics and aggregate 
reports from the Cúcuta University Hospital collected from 
2015-2019, NGO data from Cúcuta border, and site visits 
from the 2019 USS Comfort visit in Colombia.  

Methods and Materials

1. The need for placing attention to public health sectors to 
mitigate disease 2. Task forces should be initiated to handle 
health care disparities 3. Engagement of local authorities in 
Venezuela to tackle down the current national health crisis 4. 
Engagement of international community could decrease the 
effect of the crisis to the rest of the region

Discussion

1. Planning for when the need for humanitarian efforts which 
are larger and longer than expected 2. Mitigation 3. Efforts to 
rebuild normalcy: medications/jobs 4. Only structural changes 
in the country will provide a real definitive change 5. 
Venezuelan health-care crisis is not only a national, but a 
regional threat

Conclusions

ResultsPicture 2. PA seeing patients at 
Operation Blessing clinic
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Picture 3. Educating the Wayuu tribe on TB 

Table 1.  Conditions seen in Cucuta Hospital Universitario Erasmo Meoz 2015-2019

Picture 4.  Indigenous tribe without access 
to healthcare

Figure 2. Patients diagnoses seen at Cucuta 
border with Operation Blessing

Figure 1. Operation Blessing Patients seen 
March 19 – June 18, 2019

Figure 3. infographic from USS Comfort Mission 

Area of Service Number seen Number of Medical Care Cost for Service: Pesos

Outpatient 148 $13.379.500,00

Maternity Ward 145 $97.949.756,00

Adult Emergencies 229 $361.327.379,00

Pediatric Emergencies 260 $182.892.770,00

Total 2015 782 $655.549.405,00

Area of Service Number seen Number of Medical Care Cost for Service: Pesos

Outpatient 137 154 $9.844.700

Maternity Ward 608 681 $462.149.960

Pediatric Emergencies 772 866 $580.233.666

Adult Emergencies 771 851 $1.065.835.815

Operating Rooms 6 6 $6.544.792

Grand Total 2016 2294 2558 $2.124.608.933

Area of Service Number seen Number of Medical Care Cost for Service: Pesos

Outpatient 49 90 $19.387.536,00

Maternity Ward 1769 2152 $2.008.625.634,00

Pediatric Emergencies 1986 2139 $1.997.258.423,00

Adult Emergencies 2042 2184 $5.279.203.261,00

Operating Rooms 10 11 $14.005.443,00

Grand Total 2017 5856 6576 $9.318.481.297,00

Area of Service Number seen Number of Medical Care Cost for Service: Pesos

Outpatient 62 77 $9.037.469

Maternity Ward 6152 7786 $8.962.713.908

Pediatric Emergencies 3637 4200 $5.960.989.942

Adult Emergencies 4388 4635 $12.690.803.377

Adult ICU 38 52 $872.194.616

Neonatal/Peds ICU 63 75 $1.601.695.611

Neonatal Stepdown 9 9 $50.752.584

Grand Total 2018 14,349 16,834 $30.148.187.507


