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HISTORY OF THE CITY OF NEW HAVEN.

CHAPTER

WATER

IENEATII the plain on which New }Haven is
B built, is a plentiful supply of good water. In
some places wells are twenty and even twenty-five
feet decp; but elsewhere the water rises quite near
to the surface. At the corner of the Green, where
the town pump assuages the thirst of the multi-
tude, the water level is about four feet lower than
the sidewalk. ‘IT'radition reports that in the seven-
teenth century a stream flowed constantly from the
Green to the Cutler corner, and thence diagonally,
across the Lamberton Quarter, to Llast Creek. At
the same time, copious springs gushed from the
bank hetween George street and West Creek.

The level of the water is, of course, in con-
sequence of the removal of forests, somewhat lower
at the present day than it was two centuries ago.
The reduction of inequalities in the surface of the
ground has also tended to deprive us of the spark-
ling springs at which our forefathers quenched their
thirst.

XXVIIL

SUPPLY.

Wells were the main dependence of the inhabit-

ants of our town for drinking water during more
than two centuries. It was not till New Ilaven
had become a manufacturing city, and felt the need
of water for the production of steam in her work-
shops, that reservoirs were constructed and pipes
laid for the introduction of a more plentiful supply
than could be drawn from wells.

The increasing compactness of the city, and the
substitution of a railroad for the Farmington Canal,
forced upon thoughtful citizens thoughts of fire,
and of the means of putting it in check.

‘The New llaven Water Company was incorpo-
rated in 1849. It made little progress, however,
toward the creation of water-works for several
years, during which the public mind was agitated
with debate whether it was better that the city, in its
corporate capacity, should provide water, or leave
it to be provided by the company, which, having
procured a charter for that purpose, had not yet
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cxisted as twenty years before in regard to the com-
parative desirableness of water-works owned by the
city and water-works owned by a chartered corpo-
ration. The question was submitted to a popular
vote, and the majority decided that the water-works
should not be purehased by the city. This decision
of the city not to buy, relcased the water company
from all obligation to sell; and the two parties now
make sueh terms as they can with one another, the
water rent of the city increasing from time to time
with the increase of population. At present the
annual payment is $16,000.

The different sources from which the Company
derives its supply, all afford pure, agreeable and sa-
lubrious water. In the summer of 1865 therc was
a disagrecable taste and odor. Upon investigation
it was discovered to be due to the use of water
which had stood too long in the reservoir. The
impartation of motion soon corrected the evil, and
there has never been any serious complaint sinee
then of the quality of the water. On the contrary,
those who have observed the effects of the city water
upon the human system, generally concur in the
opinion that it is more favorable to health than that
which our fathers drew from

I'he vld oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket,
The moss-covered bucket which hung in the well.
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The effect of the water, by reason of its purit
and softness, on steam boilers, is such as to preven
the formation of scale and keep the interior per
fectly elean, thus greatly economizing the usc o
fuel.

The quality of the water, which the friends of the
Company were delighted to find so exeellent wher
only Mill River was drawn from, has not deterior-
ated since the lakes have been added to the supyply.
Citizens of New Haven may well congratulate
themselves, not only on the abundance of water
with which the city is blessed, but on its excellent
quality,whether compared with that which quenchedH
the thirst of their predecessors, or with that whieh
is offered them when visiting in other cities.

The Hon. Erastus C. Scranton was the first Pres-
ident of the Water Company, but was obliged by
the pressure of other duties to resign the office be-
fore the works were built. He was succeeded by
Mr. David Cook, by whom the first printed report
of the Board of Directors is signed. When the
second annual report was issued, in 1864, the Hon.
William W. Boardman was President, and he con-
tinued in the office till 1868, when he was suc-
cceded by Mr. Henry S. Dawson, who has been
President of the Company from that time to the
present.






