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PROTOTYPE



HTTP://OWURAOPOKU.WIX.COM/

STREETGALLERY



http://owuraopoku.wix.com/streetgallery

INTERVIEW WITH RTQLT
TRANSCRIBED



KWAKU: WHAT DO YOU DEFINE AS COMMUNITY?

RTQLT: | THINK IT'S A GROUP OF PEOPLE WITH SIMILAR GOALS AND AIMS, WHO LOOK OUT FOR EACH OTHER AND HELP EACH
OTHER ATTAIN THEIR GOALS.

K: WHAT COMMUNITY DO YOU BELONG TO?
R: THE GRAFFITI COMMUNITY.
K: WHY?

R: I JUST FEEL AT HOME WHEN I'M WITH MY FELLOW GRAFFITI ARTISTS, BECAUSE WE ARE ALL USUALLY INTERESTED IN THE SAME
GOALS AND ALWAYS HOPE TO ATTAIN THE SAME THINGS. WE'VE ALSO GOT EACH OTHER'S BACKS. THATS PRETTY COOL TO ME.

K: WOULD YOU STILL DO GRAFFITI IF IT WAS LEGALIZED?

R: HONESTLY IF GRAFFITI WAS LEGALIZED | DON'T THINK I'D BE DOING THIS RIGHT NOW, BECAUSE FOR ME IT'S A WAY FOR ME TO
LIKE EXPRESS MYSELF FREELY.

AND ALSO LIKE THE ADVENTURES OF DOING GRAFFITI ARE VERY INTENSE, SCALING OF WALLS AND ALL OF THOSE THINGS ADD UP
TO THE WHOLE VIBE OF DOING GRAFFITI. | JUST FEEL LIKE HOMIES THINK WE BAD OR SOMETHING. I'M NEVER GONNA TAG A
CHURCH, THATS JUST OUT RIGHT DISRESPECTFUL, LIKE YOU SAID. | JUST THINK GRAFFITI STANDS AS MAJOR PLATFORM FOR HOW
| EXPRESS MYSELF.

K: HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED?

R: NO, BUT | KNOW A COUPLE OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE. THEY WEREN'T BEHIND BARS FOR LONG THOUGH. THEY GOT GOT FINED.

K: HOW DID YOU GET INTO GRAFFITI?

R: LIKE | SAID IT JUST SERVED AS A WAY FOR ME TO EXPRESS MYSELF, AND THAT FEELING ONLY CAME WHEN DECIDED TO USE
WALLS AS A MEANS FOR ME TO GET MY OTHER WORK OUT THERE. SO THOSE LITTLE STICKERS THAT | MAKE, "AFROBOTS" JUST
BECAME A THING OUT HERE IN PHILLY AND IN SOME PLACES IN MANHATTAN. | THOUGHT THAT WAS COOL SO | CONTINUED.

K: IS FUNDING AN ISSUE TO YOU?

R: NO NOT REALLY.

K: HOW OFTEN DO YOU TAG WALLS

R: | DON'T REALLY KEEP TRACK BECAUSE | TAG WALLS WHEN | FEEL LIKE IT. BUT | CAN TELL YOU, | DON'T DO IT A LOT BECAUSE |
ALSO WORK ON OTHER PIECES.

RTQLT HAD TO LEAVE SO | DID THE REST OF THE INTERVIEW OVER THE PHONE, AND | DIDN'T TRANSCRIBE THAT.



GRAFFITI INCIDENTS



Total Closed Incidents: 10,788
Bi1-2 B3-5 B6-10 W11-20 B 21-70

2008

e e = =
'-r.':.'”'eki =T e
R P T
; ' - S o ."t



