PHILIP JENKINS

ANXIOUS BENCH BLOG

Since 2012, I have blogged extensively at the Anxious Bench, on Patheos.com: we are now
well over a thousand items! I have tried here to break down the various pieces by subject
matter. Several major themes and overarching topics do emerge, namely:

1. Bible and Apocrypha

2. Christian History — Ancient and Late Antiquity

3. History — More Modern

4. Memory, Myth and Historicity

5. Christianity — Global Dimensions

6. Religion and Culture

7. Contemporary Issues

1. BIBLE AND APOCRYPHA
OLD TESTAMENT, INCLUDING O.T. APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/07 /the-bible-in-amsterdam
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/08/one-more-river-to-cross
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-second-canon
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/a-womans-hand
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-other-old-testament

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/from-the-mouth-of-the-most-

high/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-fishy-fume-and-the-history-

of-christian-culture/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07 /the-slavonic-scriptures-2



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/forgetting-ezra

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/enoch-abides

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-mysterv-of-enoch

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-bibles-deep-histo

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-green-man

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-verv-place-where-it-
happened

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-cave-of-treasures

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/01/zomia-and-israel

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/in-many-tongues

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/naming-palestine

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/the-enoch-code

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/the-end-of-prophec

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/wisdom-and-apocalyptic

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/prophecy-without-end

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariah-and-revelation

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariahs-apocalvpse

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariahs-angels

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/noahs-book

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/reading-noah

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/noahs-magic

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/reformations-plural

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/peopling-the-biblical-world

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/the-book-of-the-giants

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/mani-and-the-giants



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/03/numbering-the-old-testament
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/04/the-messiah-the-prince
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/05/which-old-testament

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/05/the-enoch-seminar

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/01/remembering-garv-knoppers-

1956-2018/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/the-second-canon-2

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/micaiah-and-divine-deception

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/03/the-pestilence-that-walks-in-
darkness

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/i-gave-them-laws-through-which-

thev-could-not-live/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/04/books-against-books

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/09/bitter-words-and-inspired-

scriptures/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/10/dragons-jackals-and-bible-

translators/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/05/peopling-the-biblical-world-2

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/show-them-no-mercy-the-bible-

and-genocide/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /08 /texts-of-terror-and-damned-

races/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/professor-albright-and-the-
virtues-of-genocide/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09 /when-heretics-made-good-

sSensc¢/



https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09/the-bible-and-the-language-of-

genocide/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /09 /the-oreen-man-and-the-king-of-

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /11 /how-the-churches-forgot-the-

amalekites/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/12/my-latest-book-on-the-many-
lives-of-psalm-91/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/10/how-a-librarv-of-suppressed-
sacred-books-survived-through-the-middle-ages/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2024 /04 /and-the-rest-of-the-bible

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/06/sea-peoples-goths-and-

barbarians/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/01/the-prophet-micaiah-and-divine-

deception/

SECOND TEMPLE AND INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/gods-on-earth
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/restoring-the-kingdom-2
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/naming-angels
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/enochs-angels
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/angels-at-the-dead-sea
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/angels-from-the-east
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/thrones-and-dominions
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolutionary-years
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolutionary-years-2
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/the-missing-centu

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolution-in-the-makin



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/the-rise-of-satan

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/the-devils-progtress

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/creating-satan

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/determined

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/in-search-of-the-fall

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/enter-adam

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/messiahs-by-the-sackful

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/04/making-the-messiah

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/04/messiahs-at-qumran

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/reading-josephus

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/the-age-of-tyrants

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/parties-at-war

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/blows-against-the-empire

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/pseudo-prophets-and-real-kings

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07 /scripture-and-sedition

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07 /wartlords-and-holy-men

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07 /the-persian-package

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/placing-zechariah

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/the-missing-century-revisited

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/the-other-tyre

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08 /multiple-messiahs

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/the-vear-jesus-was-born

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/after-the-crisis

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/palestine-judea-and-the-widet-




http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/the-limits-of-judea
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/peoples-bevond-palestine

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/genocide-ethnic-cleansing-and-
the-jewish-war/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/over-the-border
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/crucible-of-faith

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/ancient-revolution-made-modern-
religious-world/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/the-vear-jesus-was-born-2

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/12/the-vear-iesus-was-born-3

NEW TESTAMENT

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2012 /08 /praising-famous-men

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/canons-of-scripture

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-great-bibles-2

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-mocking-of-carabbas

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07 /approving-revelation

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/11/the-sign-of-jonah

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/counting-the-ways

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/the-way-to-translate

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/the-chasm-of-histor

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2014 /04 /walking-on-the-water

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/thev-gathered-around-a-coal-fire

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/the-empty-tomb

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/marks-endin



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/the-woman-clothed-with-the-sun
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/becoming-mar
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/christians-and-communists
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/corinthians-and-communists

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/peregrinus-and-part-time-

christians/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/03/the-curse-of-capitals-and-the-
theology-of-punctuation/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/04/the-myth-of-the-mythical-jesus
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/the-perfumed-gospel
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/the-anointings-of-jesus

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/l1-is-for-lazarus
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/lazarus- and-the-epistle-of-james
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/of-wells-springs-and-samaritans
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/finding-jesuss-mother
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/placing-nicodemus

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/nicodemus-samaritan-woman
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/a-wedding-at-cana
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/a-book-of-signs
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/media-mangle-religion-stor
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/12/gods-other-son
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01/grasped-by-darkness

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01/slavery-euphemism-new-

testament/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/02/the-curse-of-quotations



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/a-familiar-jesus
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/lost-found-perishin

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/maryv-magdalenes-myth-latest-

chapter/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03 /walking-watetr-revisited
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/04/remembering-a-lost-holv-city
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/04/dating-bv-apocalvpse

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/06/goads-and-gods
Guest post by Jesse Elison

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04 /marks-ending-2

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/thev-gathered-around-a-coal-fire-

2/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/early-christian-women-and-the-

making-of-scripture/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/the-mocking-of-carabbas-2
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/jesus-the-jew
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-man-who-collected-paul
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-missing-paul

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-empty-tomb-2
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/jesus-hosea-and-the-third-da

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/miraculous-draughts

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/when-and-where-did-peter-see-

the-risen-jesus/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/pentecost-and-the-chasm-of-

history/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/translation-and-paraphrase



https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/losing-the-faith
https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07 /losing-the-faith-pergrinus
https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07 /when-reviews-go-strange

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07 /peregrinus-and-the-eatly-

christians/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09 /what-did-luke-know-and-when-
did-he-know-it/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09/the-four-gospels-and-the-

through-four/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/the-gospel-and-the-script-

doctot/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/we-compiled-the-bible

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/when-the-bible-is-used-to-justify-

while/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/jesus-robert-graves-and-the-
mount-of-olives/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/emmaus

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/of-weeks-pentecost-and-giving-

the-law/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2021 /02 /to-trap-him-in-his-words

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/03/jesus-and-gentiles

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/the-way-to-easter

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /04 /save-us-lord-we-are-perishin

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/let-me-count-the-wayvs

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /04 /walking-on-the-water-2

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/the-theology-of-punctuation



10

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/05/the-lost-letters-of-st-paul-and-
how-thev-were-lost/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/07 /creating-the-mvth-of-marv-

magdalene/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/jesus-genocide-and-the-

canaanites/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /09 /whyv-a-communist-founding-
father-has-a-lot-of-really-worthwhile-things-to-say-about-early-christianity

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/11/jesus-the-carpenter-and-the-
search-for-biblical-words/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2022 /12 /jesus-at-hanukkah-storm-is-

comin

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/01 /the-storv-of-lazarus-and-the-

making-of-the-new-testament/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/01/a-perfumed-gospel

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/02/slaverv-and-redemption-in-the-
new—testament/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/02/three-temptations-and-three-

triumphs/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/03/reading-the-rabbis
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/04/emmaus-man-or-woman

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/05/pentecost-resurrection-and-the-
chasm-of-history/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/10/the-mvth-of-jesuss-jewish-

executioners/ Guest post by | Christopher Edwards
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/12/¢rasped-by-darkness-b

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/02/jesus-novel-and-the-mount-of-

olives/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2024 /03 /the-stone-which-the-builders-

rejected/



11

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2024 /03 /the-mocking-of-carabas-and-of-

christ/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/04/three-temptations-and-three-

triumphs-2/

CHRISTIAN APOCRYPHA AND ALTERNATIVE GOSPELS

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/08/all-gospels-were-not-created-

equal/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/09/jesuss-wife
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/10/remember-james

http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/11 /always-and-everywhere
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03 /hoiw-many-gospels
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03 /harrowing-hell
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/the-myth-of-suppression
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/popular-gospels

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/why-the-lost-gospels-were-never-

lost/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/as-the-sibyl-san
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/surviving-gospels
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/jewish-christian-gospels
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/finding-the-diatessaron
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-secret-supper
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07 /james-the-great
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07 /the-synod-of-diamper
http:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2013 /07 /the-anti-gospel

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/corrections-and-errors



12

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07 /abolishing-the-legend
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/whyv-mar
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-child-mary

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/papias-and-the-ten-thousand-

branches/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-passing-of-mar
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/peters-apocalypse
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/what-is-a-gospel
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench /2014 /07 /the-flight-of-the-dingbats
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/of-sscriptures-and-superheroes
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/the-jesus-identit
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07 /jesus-the-essene
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07 /jesus-and-the-ebionites
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/the-many-faces-of-christ
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/the-first-bath
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/magi-gifts-cave
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/languages-of-command

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/christian-apoctypha-alternative-
scriptures-draw-lines/

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01 /what-athanasius-decided

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09/fan-fiction-and-alternative-

gospels/

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11 /scrolls-gospels-and-why-nobody-
came-back-to-get-them/

https:/ /www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/when-the-bible-is-used-to-justify-
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