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PHILIP JENKINS 
 

ANXIOUS BENCH BLOG 
 

 
Since 2012, I have blogged extensively at the Anxious Bench, on Patheos.com: we are now 
well over a thousand items! I have tried here to break down the various pieces by subject 
matter. Several major themes and overarching topics do emerge, namely: 
 
1. Bible and Apocrypha 
 
2. Christian History – Ancient and Late Antiquity 
 
3. History – More Modern 
 
4. Memory, Myth and Historicity 
 
5. Christianity – Global Dimensions 
 
6. Religion and Culture 
 
7. Contemporary Issues 

 
 

1. BIBLE AND APOCRYPHA 
 

OLD TESTAMENT, INCLUDING O.T. APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/07/the-bible-in-amsterdam/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/08/one-more-river-to-cross/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-second-canon/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/a-womans-hand/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-other-old-testament/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/from-the-mouth-of-the-most-
high/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-fishy-fume-and-the-history-
of-christian-culture/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-slavonic-scriptures-2/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/forgetting-ezra/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/enoch-abides/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-mystery-of-enoch/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-bibles-deep-history/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-green-man/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-very-place-where-it-
happened/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/the-cave-of-treasures/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/01/zomia-and-israel/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/in-many-tongues/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/naming-palestine/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/the-enoch-code/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/the-end-of-prophecy/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/wisdom-and-apocalyptic/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/prophecy-without-end/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariah-and-revelation/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariahs-apocalypse/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/09/zechariahs-angels/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/noahs-book/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/reading-noah/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/noahs-magic/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/reformations-plural/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/peopling-the-biblical-world/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/the-book-of-the-giants/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/mani-and-the-giants/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/03/numbering-the-old-testament/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/04/the-messiah-the-prince/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/05/which-old-testament/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/05/the-enoch-seminar/ 
 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/01/remembering-gary-knoppers-
1956-2018/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/the-second-canon-2/  
  
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/micaiah-and-divine-deception/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/03/the-pestilence-that-walks-in-
darkness/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/i-gave-them-laws-through-which-
they-could-not-live/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/04/books-against-books/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/05/the-lives-and-times-of-psalm-91/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/09/bitter-words-and-inspired-
scriptures/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/10/dragons-jackals-and-bible-
translators/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/05/peopling-the-biblical-world-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/show-them-no-mercy-the-bible-
and-genocide/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/texts-of-terror-and-damned-
races/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/professor-albright-and-the-
virtues-of-genocide/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09/when-heretics-made-good-
sense/ 
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09/the-bible-and-the-language-of-
genocide/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09/the-green-man-and-the-king-of-
salem/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/11/how-the-churches-forgot-the-
amalekites/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/12/my-latest-book-on-the-many-
lives-of-psalm-91/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/10/how-a-library-of-suppressed-
sacred-books-survived-through-the-middle-ages/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/04/and-the-rest-of-the-bible/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/06/sea-peoples-goths-and-
barbarians/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/01/the-prophet-micaiah-and-divine-
deception/ 
 
 
SECOND TEMPLE AND INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/gods-on-earth/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/restoring-the-kingdom-2/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/naming-angels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/enochs-angels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/angels-at-the-dead-sea/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/angels-from-the-east/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/thrones-and-dominions/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolutionary-years/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolutionary-years-2/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/the-missing-century/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/revolution-in-the-making/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/the-rise-of-satan/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/the-devils-progress/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/creating-satan/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/determined/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/in-search-of-the-fall/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/enter-adam/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/messiahs-by-the-sackful/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/04/making-the-messiah/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/04/messiahs-at-qumran/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/reading-josephus/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/the-age-of-tyrants/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/parties-at-war/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/06/blows-against-the-empire/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/pseudo-prophets-and-real-kings/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/scripture-and-sedition/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/warlords-and-holy-men/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/the-persian-package/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/placing-zechariah/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/the-missing-century-revisited/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/the-other-tyre/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/08/multiple-messiahs/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/the-year-jesus-was-born/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/after-the-crisis/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/palestine-judea-and-the-wider-
world/  
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/the-limits-of-judea/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/peoples-beyond-palestine/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/genocide-ethnic-cleansing-and-
the-jewish-war/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/11/over-the-border/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/crucible-of-faith/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/ancient-revolution-made-modern-
religious-world/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/the-year-jesus-was-born-2/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/12/the-year-jesus-was-born-3/  
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/08/praising-famous-men/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/canons-of-scripture/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-great-bibles-2/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-mocking-of-carabbas/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/approving-revelation/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/11/the-sign-of-jonah/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/counting-the-ways/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/the-way-to-translate/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/03/the-chasm-of-history/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/walking-on-the-water/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/they-gathered-around-a-coal-fire/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/the-empty-tomb/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/marks-ending/ 
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http://admin.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/08/she-treasured-it-in-her-heart/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/the-woman-clothed-with-the-sun/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/becoming-mary/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/christians-and-communists/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/corinthians-and-communists/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/09/peregrinus-and-part-time-
christians/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/03/the-curse-of-capitals-and-the-
theology-of-punctuation/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/04/the-myth-of-the-mythical-jesus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/the-perfumed-gospel/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/the-anointings-of-jesus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/l-is-for-lazarus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/lazarus- and-the-epistle-of-james/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/10/of-wells-springs-and-samaritans/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/finding-jesuss-mother/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/placing-nicodemus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/nicodemus-samaritan-woman/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/a-wedding-at-cana/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/08/a-book-of-signs/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/media-mangle-religion-story/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/12/gods-other-son/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01/grasped-by-darkness/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01/slavery-euphemism-new-
testament/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/02/the-curse-of-quotations/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/a-familiar-jesus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/lost-found-perishing/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/mary-magdalenes-myth-latest-
chapter/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/walking-water-revisited/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/04/remembering-a-lost-holy-city/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/04/dating-by-apocalypse/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/06/goads-and-gods/ 

Guest post by Jesse Elison 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/marks-ending-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/they-gathered-around-a-coal-fire-
2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/early-christian-women-and-the-
making-of-scripture/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/the-mocking-of-carabbas-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/04/jesus-the-jew/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-man-who-collected-paul/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-missing-paul/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/the-empty-tomb-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/jesus-hosea-and-the-third-day/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/miraculous-draughts/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/she-treasured-it-in-her-heart-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/05/when-and-where-did-peter-see-
the-risen-jesus/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/pentecost-and-the-chasm-of-
history/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/translation-and-paraphrase/  
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/06/losing-the-faith/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07/losing-the-faith-pergrinus/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07/when-reviews-go-strange/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07/peregrinus-and-the-early-
christians/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09/what-did-luke-know-and-when-
did-he-know-it/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09/the-four-gospels-and-the-
through-four/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/the-gospel-and-the-script-
doctor/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/10/we-compiled-the-bible/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/when-the-bible-is-used-to-justify-
hatred/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/a-mist-that-appears-for-a-little-
while/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/jesus-robert-graves-and-the-
mount-of-olives/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/emmaus/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/of-weeks-pentecost-and-giving-
the-law/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/02/to-trap-him-in-his-words/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/03/jesus-and-gentiles/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/the-way-to-easter/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/save-us-lord-we-are-perishing/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/let-me-count-the-ways/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/walking-on-the-water-2/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/04/the-theology-of-punctuation/ 
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/05/the-lost-letters-of-st-paul-and-
how-they-were-lost/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/07/creating-the-myth-of-mary-
magdalene/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/jesus-genocide-and-the-
canaanites/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/09/why-a-communist-founding-
father-has-a-lot-of-really-worthwhile-things-to-say-about-early-christianity/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/11/jesus-the-carpenter-and-the-
search-for-biblical-words/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/12/jesus-at-hanukkah-storm-is-
coming/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/01/the-story-of-lazarus-and-the-
making-of-the-new-testament/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/01/a-perfumed-gospel/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/02/slavery-and-redemption-in-the-
new-testament/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/02/three-temptations-and-three-
triumphs/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/03/reading-the-rabbis/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/04/emmaus-man-or-woman/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/05/pentecost-resurrection-and-the-
chasm-of-history/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/10/the-myth-of-jesuss-jewish-
executioners/   Guest post by J Christopher Edwards 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/12/grasped-by-darkness-b/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/02/jesus-novel-and-the-mount-of-
olives/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/03/the-stone-which-the-builders-
rejected/ 
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/03/the-mocking-of-carabas-and-of-
christ/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/04/three-temptations-and-three-
triumphs-2/  
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN APOCRYPHA AND ALTERNATIVE GOSPELS 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/08/all-gospels-were-not-created-
equal/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/09/jesuss-wife/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/10/remember-james/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/11/always-and-everywhere/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/hoiw-many-gospels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/harrowing-hell/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/the-myth-of-suppression/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/popular-gospels/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/why-the-lost-gospels-were-never-
lost/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/as-the-sibyl-sang/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/surviving-gospels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/jewish-christian-gospels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/finding-the-diatessaron/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/the-secret-supper/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/james-the-great/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-synod-of-diamper/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-anti-gospel/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/corrections-and-errors/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/abolishing-the-legend/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/why-mary/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-child-mary/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/papias-and-the-ten-thousand-
branches/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/the-passing-of-mary/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/09/peters-apocalypse/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/10/what-is-a-gospel/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/07/the-flight-of-the-dingbats/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/of-sscriptures-and-superheroes/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/the-jesus-identity/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/jesus-the-essene/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/jesus-and-the-ebionites/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/10/the-many-faces-of-christ/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/12/the-first-bath/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/magi-gifts-cave/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/languages-of-command/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/christian-apocrypha-alternative-
scriptures-draw-lines/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/01/what-athanasius-decided/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/09/fan-fiction-and-alternative-
gospels/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/scrolls-gospels-and-why-nobody-
came-back-to-get-them/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/when-the-bible-is-used-to-justify-
hatred/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/jesus-at-hanukkah/  
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/hanukkah-and-national-myths/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/02/papias-jesus-and-the-miraculous-
vines/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/12/the-magi-and-the-cave-of-
treasures/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/07/gospels-that-were-lost-and-not-
lost/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/08/the-virgin-and-the-star-child/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/10/the-long-long-afterlife-of-the-
gospel-of-thomas/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/09/announcing-the-cambridge-
history-of-ancient-christianity/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/02/the-new-contours-of-ancient-
christian-history/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/03/how-to-forge-a-bogus-gospel/ 
 
 
ON THE MODERN REDISCOVERY OF ALTERNATIVE SCRIPTURES 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/the-hired-hand/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/05/the-brook-kerith/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/07/king-jesus/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-first-
discovery-qumran/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-qumran-
christ/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-old-
testament/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-finding-
sirach/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/fragments-lost-gnostic-poem/  
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/jesus-zadokites-womens-home-
companion/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/alternative-scriptures-finding-first-
scrolls/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-necessary-
amnesia/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/alternative-scriptures-beyond-
new-testament/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/bit-bible-long-lost-toilings-felix/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/alternative-scriptures-esoteric-
world/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/alternative-scriptures-holsts-
hymn-jesus/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/05/a-death-in-the-desert/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/10/feminists-suffragettes-and-
gnostics/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/10/three-gnostic-books/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/08/the-rediscovery-and-re-
forgetting-of-the-lost-gospels/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/08/rediscovering-lost-scriptures-
two-astonishing-years/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/08/the-first-discovery-of-the-lost-
scriptures/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/09/feminists-lost-gospels-and-a-lost-
history-of-christianity/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/11/the-hired-hand-and-the-lost-
gospel/  
 

2. CHRISTIAN HISTORY:  
MAINLY ANCIENT AND LATE ANTIQUITY 

 
GNOSTICISM 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/those-who-know/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/the-beginning-of-wisdom/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/athens-jerusalem-and-nag-
hammadi/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/gnostics-and-platonists/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/asking-the-wrong-question/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/philos-answer/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/dating-the-gnostics/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/gnostics-and-other-christians/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/gnostics-after-the-temple/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/from-qumran-to-the-gnostics/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/christmas-epiphany-birth-
baptism/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/12/christmas-and-epiphany-birth-
and-baptism/ 
 
 
EGYPTIAN CHRISTIANITY 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/egypts-faith/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/basilides-and-the-baptism/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-egyptian-mystery/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/heracleon/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/the-holy-family-in-egypt/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/the-crisis-of-egyptian-christianity/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/valentinus-the-egyptian/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/shenoute-and-the-gnostics/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/shenoutes-wars/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/shenoute-the-great/  
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/the-fate-of-the-patriarchs/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/idle-tales-and-empty-slanders/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/alexandrian-christians/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/11/egypts-diaspora/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/05/making-monks-forming-souls/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/02/the-forgotten-temple/  
 
 
MESOPOTAMIA/IRAQ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/by-the-rivers-of-babylon/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/the-lords-family/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/babylonian-baptists/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/seth-and-the-alien-god/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/12/sons-of-light-and-sons-of-seth/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/mani-and-the-persian-kings/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/01/mani-the-prophet/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/christians-in-the-arab-gulf/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/why-gorgias-matters/  
 
 
PERSIA  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/the-empire-in-the-mirror/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/the-reality-of-persecution/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/02/shapurs-great-persecution/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/importing-christianity/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/persias-christian-roots/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/03/making-the-church-of-the-east/ 
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/07/nazarenes-and-christians-and-
baptists/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/converting-the-other-empire/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/the-last-emperor-and-the-
faithful-bishop/ 
 
 
LATE ANTIQUITY 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/12/remember-severinus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/daniel-syndrome/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/turfan-and-the-christians-of-the-
silk-route/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/between-the-empires/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/faith-on-the-frontier/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/06/the-byzantine-dark-ages/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/how-many-christians/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/forgetting-christian-spain/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/10/first-christians-urban-thesis/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/inventing-the-clergy/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/christian-clergy-became-priests/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/end-beginning-jesus-movement-
became-christian-church/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/church-many-voices/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/03/the-church-in-the-mainstream/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/09/visiting-the-fifth-century/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/09/ravenna/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/09/art-liturgy-and-eternity/  
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/02/the-sun-god-in-the-synagogue/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/a-saint-for-failed-states/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/11/the-forgotten-christian-queens-
who-ruled-much-of-the-world/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/11/melania-the-christian-queen-of-
the-mongols/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/empires-slaves-and-daniel-
syndrome/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/between-two-empires/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/islam-and-the-borderland-of-
empires/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/03/the-heretics-on-the-borderlands-
and-their-strange-books/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/06/a-storm-of-images/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/06/byzantine-and-roman/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/06/iconoclasts-i-have-known-and-
quite-liked/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/08/signs-wonders-and-the-making-
of-religious-history/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/07/of-image-breakers-snake-
handlers-and-the-art-of-naming/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/03/roman-roads-and-subways/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/09/a-storm-of-images-iconoclasm-
and-religious-reformation-in-the-byzantine-world/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/01/knowledge-faith-and-early-
christian-initiation/  Guest post by Alex Fogleman 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/06/remembering-the-palutians-and-
writing-christian-history/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/08/jews-and-christians-in-roman-
palestine/  
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/11/what-a-roof-tile-tells-us-about-
studying-christian-heresy/  
 
 
DARK AGE BRITAIN AND IRELAND 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/a-lost-christian-world/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/why-monks-matter/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/when-churches-vanish/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/do-languages-vanish-without-
trace/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/the-evidence-of-things-not-seen/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/01/britain-africa-and-the-end-of-
ancient-christianity/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/02/2480/ 

(“The Ancient Inheritance”) 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/02/the-first-global-christanity/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/02/out-of-egypt/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/02/the-dark-ages/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/rediscovering-patrick/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/mocking-the-monks/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/dying-quietly/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/thatll-be-the-day-that-i-die/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/illtud/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/the-three-wise-druids/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/the-first-english-bible/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/irelands-lost-gospels/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/02/ninian-and-finnian/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/10/of-monks-mounds-and-
massacres/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/06/bringing-back-the-dark-ages/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/12/colmcille-the-marriage-counselor/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/02/spreading-faith-daniel-syndrome/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/02/spreading-faith-moving-coins-
moving-communities/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/04/slavs-slaves-genetics/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/10/from-wessex-to-the-exodus/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/lost-century-slipped-date/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/11/warlords-war-bands-saints/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/12/reinventing-christianity-rome/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/12/reading-caedmon-christmas/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/11/why-did-nobody-come-back-to-
get-it/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/09/wall-church-and-chalice/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/03/remembering-patrick/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/03/thatll-be-the-day-that-i-die-2/ 
 
 
LITURGY AND THE CHURCH’S YEAR 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/12/first-and-second-comings/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/12/why-liturgy/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/02/lent-and-fasting/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/03/easter-stories/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/red-easter/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/04/mercy-shut-up/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/02/long-long-story-groundhog-day/   
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/05/red-easter-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2018/11/first-and-second-comings-2/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/03/lent-and-fasting-2/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/01/from-you-no-secrets-are-hid/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/04/mercy-danced/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/05/pentecost-and-whitsun/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/06/st-johns-eve/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/04/holy-saturday/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/06/when-the-flames-break-in/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/11/advent-and-the-end-times/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/12/the-prayer-against-the-darkness/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2024/03/no-secrets-are-hid/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2025/06/fire-from-heaven-whitsun-and-
pentecost/ 
 
 
DUALISM AND HERESY 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/06/a-real-lost-gospel/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/06/the-war-on-heresy/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/06/real-heretics/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/the-heretics-bible-2/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/3159/ (“Dualist Christianity”) 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/dualists-and-protestants/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/08/two-gods-two-bibles/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2014/02/terror-and-massacre-began/ 
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https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2020/08/crown-of-creation/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/09/how-the-ancient-christian-
heresies-lasted-a-thousand-years-longer-than-we-think/ 
 
 
CHRISTIAN RELATIONS WITH ISLAM 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/05/the-gospels-of-islam/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/04/envisioning-islam/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/apocalypse-at-dabiq/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/jesus-at-dabiq/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/dueling-apocalypses/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/turmoil-and-portents/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/01/the-hadith-and-the-jews/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/06/this-orient-isle/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/05/spreading-faith-paths/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/03/the-revolt-of-islam/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/03/europe-and-the-experience-of-
slavery/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/07/losing-the-faith-at-least-in-
public/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2021/10/syria-crucified/  

Guest post by Zac Wingerd 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2023/03/christianity-and-the-making-of-
the-quran/  
 
 
CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2015/05/buddhists-christians-and-godly-
prosperity/  
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/06/two-sides-of-one-coin-buddhist-
and-christian-decline/ 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/07/two-sides-of-one-coin-continued/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/07/two-sides-of-one-coin-buddhist-
and-christian-decline-part-iii/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2019/12/of-gods-buddhas-and-graven-
images/  
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/02/shifting-empires-and-the-decline-
of-buddhism/ 
 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2022/02/empire-and-the-making-of-
buddhism/  
 

3. HISTORY, MORE MODERN 
 
REFORMATION AND EARLY MODERN 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/06/reformation-unravelled/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2012/07/the-desolation-of-reality/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/04/silence-in-christian-history/ 
 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/06/saint-john-fisher/ 
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