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Oinochoe, East Greek, made in Miletos, about 625 B.C. Terracotta, 35.7 × 26.5 cm (14 1/16 × 10 7/16 in.)  
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Villa Collection, Malibu, California (81.AE.83)

The Getty Villa Scholars program will examine relations between the 
Greek cities of western Asia Minor and Anatolian civilizations from 
the 2nd millennium to the Roman Imperial period. In the Late Bronze 
Age, diplomatic ties linked the Hittite and Luwian kingdoms with 
the Mycenaeans at Miletos. During the 7th and 6th centuries 
BCE, the eastern Greeks were at the forefront of 
revolutionary advances in the arts, monumental 
architecture, poetry, philosophy, history, and the 
natural sciences. This “Ionian Enlightenment,” 
however, culminated within a dynamic cultural 
and political setting alongside Phrygia, Lydia, 
Caria, and Lycia, which had already emerged as 
regional powers over the previous two centuries. 
Subject to Persian rule after 547 BCE, Greek 
and Anatolian communities redefined their own 
identities until the conquest of Alexander the Great 
and the advent of Roman rule once again transformed 
the cultural landscapes of the entire region.
 
The 2023–2024 Getty Villa Scholars Program launches  
a two-year initiative on the interconnectivities that 
conditioned relations between East Greeks and their Anatolian 
neighbors, and the consequent impact on the wider Mediterranean. 
Priority will be given to research projects that explore multidisciplinary 
approaches to art and material culture, texts, and other sources.
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