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Drilling has
long history in
Tompkins Co.

By John Young and Lawrence Cathles

While natural gas was
discovered in New York in
1821, the story of gas drilling
in Tompkins County starts in
1888 with the “Ithaca Deep
Well,” located in what’s now
the parking lot for Eastern
Mountain Sports along
Route 13 in the City of Itha-
ca. Drilled to a depth of 3,185
feet, it passed through the

- Marcellus Shale but found

only a non-commercial show
of gas. It was the first of
almost 100 mostly gas but
also brine and geothermal
wells that have been drilled
to date in Tompkins County
— some in every town in the
county but most in Lansing
and Groton.

It wasn’t until 1939 that
the county got its first com-
mercially productive gas
field — the Danby Field. The
discovery well, the Mary
Taubman No. 1, had an initial
production of 5 million cubic
feet of gas per day from the
Oriskany Sandstone, and it
wasn’t abandoned until al-
most 30 years later. This
well was located near the
intersection of Comfort and
Gunderman roads in the
Town of Danby. Then in
1942, the county’s second
commercial gas field was
discovered — the Peruville
Field, located along the Gro-
ton/Lansing town line. These
wells also produced from
the Oriskany Sandstone (just
below the Marcellus). The
best production reported in
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Is there an op
~1n the rac

In" Watershed," his bril-
liant book on the 1980 cam-
paign for the presidency won
by Ronald Reagan, author
John Stacks reported on in-
terviews lasting six hours of
250 individuals, probing the
respondents' "personal and
political values," conducted
by the late Dr. Richard Wirth-
lin, who from 1968 forward

was Reagan's trusted pollster, :
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polled every night, and Mon-
dale had led Reagan on just’
two nights all year: the night
of the day on which Mondale
named Geraldine Ferraro as -
his running-mate and the
following night,

By the third night, follow-
ing unanswered questions
about her husband's tax re-
turns, she had become " Mrs.
John Zaccaro," and the race
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the UrisKany >andstone (Just
below the Marcellus). The
best production reported in
this field was 2.5 million
cubic feet of gas per day
from a single well.

The county’s deepest well
to date is the 1959 Shepard
No. 1, drilled by CNG Trans-
mission Corp. just north of
the original Danby Gas
Field. This well went to a
total depth of 10,438 feet,
passing through both the
Marcellus and Utica shales,
and encountered non-com-
mercial shows of gas in
three different formations.
Two years later, New York
State Natural Gas tried a
similar deep well west of
Ithaca near Route 79, but
this well reported only a
small volume of gas in the
shallow Oriskany Sandstone,
despite being drilled to a
depth of 8,903 feet.

Since then, numerous
additional wells have been
drilled in Tompkins County,
including 17 directional and
horizontal wells, two 1,500-
foot geothermal wells and a
variety of brine wells. One
salt test near East Shore
Circle in the Town of Lan-
sing found more than 1 mil-
lion cubic feet of gas per day
in 1977, but that well was
never produced commer-
cially. The county’s most .
recent productive well, the
Duddleston No. 1, was com-
pleted by Chesapeake a few
years ago in Ulysses near
the intersection of Halsey-
ville and Swamp College
roads. That well was hydro-
fractured and flare-tested
but has yet to be putinto
commercial production.

Whether any additional
wells will ever be drilled in
Tompkins County is a matter
for state and possibly local
government to determine,
but the county already has a
long history of drilling and
production, and it has con-
tributed several gas fields to
the region’s energy supply.
Details can be found at
www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/ex-
tapps/GasQil/search/wells/
index.cfm and in paper rec-
ords at the state Department
of Environmental Conserva-
tion, which we have posted
at www.blogs.cornell.edu/
naturalgaswarming.

Young is arv Ithaca resident; Cathlesis a
professor in the Department of Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences at Cornell University.
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lin, who from 1968 forward
was Reagan's trusted pollster,
trusted advisor and personal
admirer. In those exhaustive
sessions with the 250,
Wirthlin encountered
the pessimism and
crankiness so perva-
sive among voters in
1980. But he concluded
that the nation's low
morale was due to a

gan's innate personal opti-
mism, that 1980 campaign
had as its premise that Amer-
icans wanted to believe that
the country — with its confi-
dence restored by a leader
they could believe in — could
solve its nagging problems.
On a personal note, I al-
ways both liked and trusted
Wirthlin, who while always
fiercely loyal to the Gipper,
could be generous with his
findings. As an example, he
revealed to me that, during
the 1984 re-election cam-
paign, when Reagan carried
49 of the 50 states against
Democrat Walter Mondale,
the Reagan campaign had
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turns, she had become " Mrs.
John Zaccaro," and the race
returned to form.

"If you are going to run for
national office, you'd
better understand '
that optimism is :
something that Amer-
icans expect," con-
cluded Democrat Tom
Kiley, who served as
media adviser to

loss of public confi- Democratic presi-
dence in the nation's dential nominee Mi-
!e?jt_ierfhip andf did ?_ot Mark chqﬁll Dukakis'E o
indicate loss of confi- g € curren
dence in the nation Shields campaign suffers
itself. 7k from an acute short-

" Emphasizing Rea- Commentary age of optimism. Nei-

ther Barack Obama nor Mitt
Romney could be mistaken
for either of those carriers of
contagious sunniness, Bill
Clinton or Ronald Reagan.
The country now has the
feel of that subway car which
has come to a jolting, un-
scheduled stop somewhere in
the dark tunnel between sta-
tions. The lights are out. The
air is close. There is a pal-
pable nervousness among the
passengers. That stalled sub-
way car and the nation today
both desperately need that
strong, confident voice that .
can convincingly explain
what went wrong, what is
now being done to repair the
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IN THE STRIPZ WELL, MY HAND-
SOME HUSBAND, OF COURSE... |
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CHECK IN WITH THE POPSTER
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