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ANTEBELLUM	
  SLAVERY	
  
Lesson	
  Title	
  	
   Social,	
  Legal	
  and	
  Economic	
  Status	
  of	
  Slaves	
  in	
  the	
  South	
  

Unit	
  Essential	
  Question	
   What	
  social,	
  legal	
  and	
  economic	
  status	
  did	
  slaves	
  have	
  in	
  the	
  Antebellum	
  South?	
  
Materials	
   https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-­‐2011/getting-­‐the-­‐civil-­‐war-­‐right	
  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-­‐library/teaching-­‐strategies/big-­‐paper-­‐silent-­‐
conversation	
  
https://www.theroot.com/free-­‐blacks-­‐lived-­‐in-­‐the-­‐north-­‐right-­‐1790897180	
  
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-­‐americans-­‐many-­‐rivers-­‐to-­‐cross/history/why-­‐was-­‐
cotton-­‐king/	
  
	
  
Schoology	
  

Learning	
  Target	
   I	
  can	
  evaluate	
  the	
  social,	
  legal	
  and	
  economic	
  status	
  of	
  slaves	
  in	
  the	
  Antebellum	
  South.	
  	
  
Anticipatory	
  

Set/Motivation	
  
Discussion-­‐Based	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  have	
  learned	
  in	
  the	
  previous	
  lessons,	
  and	
  read	
  for	
  
homework,	
  head	
  the	
  students	
  in	
  a	
  discussion	
  using	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  

-­‐ To	
  what	
  extent	
  does	
  fear	
  breed	
  intolerance?	
  
-­‐ Does	
  fear	
  justify	
  denying	
  rights?	
  
-­‐ What	
  assumptions	
  have	
  you	
  made	
  about	
  slavery?	
  How	
  are	
  these	
  similar	
  to	
  or	
  

different	
  from	
  what	
  you	
  learned	
  in	
  the	
  article	
  (‘Free	
  Blacks	
  Lived	
  in	
  the	
  North,	
  
Right?’)?	
  Explain.	
  

-­‐ "Cotton	
  prolonged	
  America's	
  most	
  serious	
  social	
  tragedy,	
  slavery	
  and	
  slave-­‐
produced	
  cotton	
  caused	
  the	
  American	
  Civil	
  War."	
  Now	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  read	
  ‘Why	
  
was	
  Cotton	
  King?’,	
  suppose	
  the	
  cotton	
  gin	
  had	
  never	
  been	
  invented.	
  Imagine	
  how	
  
history	
  would	
  be	
  written,	
  including	
  differences	
  in	
  the	
  South	
  and	
  North.	
  In	
  your	
  
opinion,	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  that	
  the	
  Civil	
  War	
  would	
  have	
  happened?	
  Why	
  or	
  why	
  not?	
  
	
  

Lesson	
   We	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  examine	
  primary	
  sources	
  to	
  analyze	
  how	
  the	
  South	
  utilized	
  slavery	
  to	
  
deny	
  the	
  social,	
  legal	
  and	
  economic	
  status	
  of	
  slaves	
  in	
  the	
  Antebellum	
  South.	
  
	
  
Divide	
  students	
  into	
  three	
  groups	
  or	
  tiers;	
  these	
  groups	
  should	
  be	
  selected	
  based	
  
on	
  ability	
  to	
  comprehend	
  and	
  critically	
  analyze	
  a	
  set	
  
of	
  primary	
  sources.	
  Give	
  each	
  group	
  the	
  appropriate-­‐level	
  worksheet	
  (see	
  below)	
  
and	
  primary	
  source	
  set	
  (see	
  below).	
  
	
  
Ask	
  students	
  to	
  assign	
  a	
  scribe	
  and,	
  together	
  in	
  their	
  groups,	
  
spend	
  30	
  minutes	
  analyzing	
  and	
  discussing	
  their	
  primary	
  sources.	
  Tell	
  them	
  to	
  be	
  
prepared	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  
findings	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  follow-­‐up	
  class	
  discussion,	
  using	
  the	
  primary	
  
sources	
  as	
  evidence	
  for	
  their	
  conclusions.	
  
	
  
After	
  30	
  minutes,	
  ask	
  groups	
  to	
  take	
  turns	
  presenting	
  their	
  responses	
  to	
  the	
  
essential	
  question	
  and	
  evidence	
  to	
  the	
  class.	
  [Note:	
  as	
  each	
  group	
  presents,	
  
project	
  their	
  primary	
  sources	
  onto	
  a	
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screen	
  if	
  possible.]	
  Each	
  group	
  should	
  post	
  their	
  primary	
  sources	
  on	
  a	
  bulletin	
  
board	
  after	
  presenting.	
  
	
  
Invite	
  everyone	
  to	
  examine	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  primary	
  sources	
  on	
  the	
  bulletin	
  board	
  
following	
  the	
  group	
  presentations.	
  Ask	
  students	
  if	
  seeing	
  additional	
  primary	
  
sources	
  causes	
  them	
  to	
  reconsider	
  their	
  group’s	
  responses	
  to	
  the	
  essential	
  
question.	
  
	
  

Closure	
  	
  

Building	
  a	
  Silent	
  Conversation	
  
Each	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  prompts	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  a	
  poster	
  board.	
  Students	
  will	
  quietly	
  (no	
  talking!)	
  
rotate	
  through	
  each	
  poster	
  board,	
  and	
  write	
  a	
  response.	
  Each	
  rotation	
  will	
  take	
  more	
  
time	
  as	
  students	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  read	
  other	
  statements	
  and	
  consider	
  their	
  responses.	
  
	
  
I	
  feel	
  that...	
  
I	
  know	
  that...	
  
Abolitionists	
  believed...	
  
I	
  have	
  learned...	
  
If	
  I	
  were	
  a	
  slave	
  owner...	
  	
  
Pro-­‐slavery	
  groups	
  believed...	
  
I	
  wonder	
  if...	
  
If	
  I	
  were	
  a	
  slave...	
  
Compared	
  to	
  today….	
  
	
  

Assessment	
  	
   Students	
  will	
  complete	
  an	
  exit	
  slip	
  with	
  the	
  Essential	
  Question	
  answered.	
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GROUP	
  ONE	
  

	
  

Instructions 
 

1) Read all of the questions. 
2) Examine all of your group’s primary sources. 
3) Discuss answers to the guiding questions before writing your group’s answer 

to the Essential Question. The guiding questions will help your group respond 
to the Essential Question. 

4) Present evidence from the primary sources to support your answer to the 
Essential Question! 

Essential Question 
 

What social, legal and economic status did slaves have in the antebellum South? 

 

Guiding Questions 
 

•How did the living conditions of plantation owners and slaves differ? 

•What do Sarah Graves’s memories tell you about the legal rights of slaves? Would 
the treatment she describes be legal today? 

•How do you think slaves and plantation owners regarded one another?	
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GROUP	
  TWO	
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Instructions 
 

1) Read all of the questions. 
2) Examine all of your group’s primary sources. 
3) Discuss answers to the guiding questions before writing your group’s 

answer to the Essential Question. The guiding questions will help your 
group respond to the Essential Question. 

4) Present evidence from the primary sources to support your answer to the 
Essential Question! 

Essential Question 
 

What social, legal and economic status did slaves have in the antebellum South? 

 

Guiding Questions 
 

● Why did many white Southerners consider slavery to be essential to their well-
being? 

● How did the perception of slaves as property affect their status as human 
beings? 
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GROUP	
  THREE	
  

	
  

	
  

Instructions 
 

1) Read all of the questions. 
2) Examine all of your group’s primary sources. 
3) Discuss answers to the guiding questions before writing your group’s 

answer to the Essential Question. The guiding questions will help your 
group respond to the Essential Question. 

4) Present evidence from the primary sources to support your answer to the 
Essential Question! 

Essential Question 
 

What social, legal and economic status did slaves have in the antebellum South? 

 

Guiding Questions 
 

● How was slavery described by those on opposite sides of the issue? 
● What broad themes or values were used to support the abolitionist and pro-

slavery arguments? 
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