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We are thrilled to announce the arrival of a
new member to our extended family! Caitlin
& Robby Ballard and their dog, Rosie,
welcomed a beautiful baby boy! Jack was
born on 9/25/2024, weighing
8 Ibs, 13 oz, and 22 inches long.

Both Jack and Caitlin are doing well, and we
couldn’t be happier for them. Let’s all join
in congratulating the Ballard family on
their wonderful addition!
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ALPQC Honor Roll

3rd Quarter

The ALPQC has announced the 3rd quarter honor roll, which recognizes the

outstanding efforts of the hospitals listed below. These institutions have

demonstrated exceptional dedication to improving maternal and neonatal

outcomes in Alabama. By completing 90% or more of the monthly and quarterly

data reporting, participating in 1-on-1 monthly meetings with the QI-RN, and

engaging in Action Period Calls, they have set a high standard for quality and

commitment.

Thank you for your unwavering dedication and hard work!

Neonatal Hypothermia Prevention

e Ascension St. Vincent’s Birmingham
e Baptist Medical Center East

e Baptist Medical Center South

e Brookwood Baptist Medical Center
e DCH Northport Medical Center

e DCH Regional Medical Center

e East Alabama Medical Center

e Flowers Hospital

e Grandview Medical Center

e Huntsville Hospital for W&C

e Jackson Hospital

e Madison Hospital

e Marshall Medical Center North

e Marshall Medical Center South

e Russell Medical Center

e UAB Women & Infants Center

e USA Children’s & Women’s Hospital
e USA Health Providence
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Obstetric Hemorrhage Initiative

Ascension St. Vincent’s Birmingham
Athens-Limestone Hospital

Baptist Medical Center South
Brookwood Baptist Medical Center
DCH Northport Medical Center
DCH Regional Medical Center

East Alabama Medical Center
Flowers Hospital

Huntsville Hospital for Women &
Children

Madison Hospital

Marshall Medical Center North
Marshall Medical Center South
Mobile Infirmary Medical Center
North Baldwin Infirmary

Northeast Alabama Regional Medical
Center

Russell Medical Center

Thomas Hospital

UAB Women & Infants Center

USA Children’s & Women’s Hospital
USA Health Providence
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We are very sad but also very proud to
announce that Dr. Sam Gentle, our long-time
Neonatal Physician Lead, has taken a
position with Yale University’s School of
Medicine as an Assistant Professor.

Dr. Gentle has been with the ALPQC since
the beginning. He championed the Birth
Certificate Accuracy Project and went on to
lead the development of the Newborn Opioid
Withdrawal Syndrome, NHP, and Golden Hour
initiative change packages. Dr. Gentle made
a point to include maternal measures in the
NOWS project as a means of maintaining the
dyad and empowering families in infant care.

Dr. Gentle has been an invaluable QI guide,
clinical resource, and all-around great
leader. We are going to miss his sense of
humor and awesome skills as drummer in his
band, The Kensingtons. We wish Dr. Gentle
and his family the best of luck in their New
England adventure! Enjoy the snow!

=
.

We are pleased to announce our new Neonatal
Lead, Dr. Kelechi Tkeri! Dr. Tkeri is the QI
Director in the Division of Neonatology at the
University of South Alabama Children &
Women’s Hospital.

Dr. Ikeri is a certified improvement Coach,
earning the title after completing the Institute
for Health Improvement’s Professional
Development Program. Dr. Ikeri’s past
initiatives include developing a program using

loaner breast pumps to promote equitable
access to infant nutrition.

Dr. Ikeri’s past research has included
improving the timeliness and quality of NICU
newborn screenings, and ensuring that results
are quickly returned to units to optimize care,
and facilitating family-centered practices for
newborns as a part of the hospital discharge
process. We are so excited to have Dr. Ikeri on
board to provide his QI expertise in our
initiatives!
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Our 'Health Education’' page has
New Resources  pag
moved to a new tab! Visit the

AV a i 1 a b 1 e at 'Resources' tab to access our Health

Education resources at
ALP Q C . O R G www.alpqc.org/resources/health-

education/.
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Webinars
Heralth Equity

ALPQC
Perinatal
Resources
Map

CONGENITAL SYPHILIS
COMIENITAL SYPHILIS RESOURCES

Upcoming Events

October 23 | 2 pm CT - CDC - Health Equity in Emergency Preparedness and
Response

When preparing and responding to emergencies, it is crucial to embed health
equity from the start to ensure that all people have equal access to life-saving
information, services, and programs. Join CDC’s Office of Health Equity (OHE)
and our partners to learn about the importance of health equity in emergency

response and preparedness. OHE and CDC’s Office of Readiness and Response will
present on its emergency response work, including the establishment of the
Chief Health Equity Officer (CHEO) unit in CDC emergency responses. Additional
presenters include subject matter experts from Choose Healthy Life, Southern
Plains Tribal Health Board, and National Association of State Directors of
Developmental Disabilities Services (NASDDDS). Click here to register.

ALPQC NEWSLETTER ¢ OCT 2024



https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_zprBdx3hT2ynn3USQFdsKg#/registration

Share your Success!

Hospital shares are an excellent way to share
successes you have experienced or struggles
you might be facing when it comes to ALPQC’s
initiatives! They are a great way to foster
collaboration and teamwork between all of our
facilities and open up great discussion that
benefit all teams! Please email info@alpqc.org
to sign your team up for a Hospital Share on
one of our upcoming Action Period Calls. We
look forward to hearing from everyone!

REMINDERS

October 16th - Obstetric Action Period Call, 1pm
October 23rd- Neonatal Action Period Call, 12pm
October 31st- Neonatal Hypothermia & Obstetric
Hemorrhage Monthly & Quarterly Data Due
(Sept, July-Sept)

October 31st -NOWS & HTN Sustainability Data
Due (July-Sept)

November 20th- OB & Neonatal Action Period
Call, 12pm

November 30th- Neonatal Hypothermia &
Obstetric Hemorrhage Monthly Data Due (Oct)

November 28-29 - ALPQC Office Closed
December - No Action Period Calls
December 24-25 - ALPQC Office Closed

December 31st- Neonatal Hypothermia &
Obstetric Hemorrhage Monthly Data Due (Nov)

December 31 - January 1 - ALPQC Office Closed



