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Role of honors in higher education
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National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC)
“Honors education is characterized by in-class and 
extracurricular activities that are measurably broader, deeper, 
or more complex than comparable learning experiences typically 
found at institutions of higher education. Honors experiences 
include a distinctive learner-directed environment and 
philosophy, provide opportunities that are appropriately tailored 
to fit the institution's culture and mission, and frequently occur 
within a close community of students and faculty.”



Role of honors in higher education
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“Shaping people who will shape the world”

• Challenge academically curious students

• Provide an enrichment opportunities for                
scholars to chase their academic dreams

• Create a stimulating and supportive living             
learning community

• Provide mentorship and support

• Develop new educational models

• Enrich the entire campus



Honors exemplars in the US
Institution URL College Program

Arizona State University (Tempe, AZ) https://barretthonors.asu.edu/ C

Boston University (Boston, MA) https://www.clemson.edu/cuhonors/ C

Pennsylvania State University (State College, PA) https://www.shc.psu.edu/ C

Rutgers (New Brunswick, NJ) https://honorscollege.rutgers.edu/ C

Stony Brook University (Stony Brook, NY) https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/honors-college/ C

Virginia Tech (Blacksburg, VA) https://honorscollege.vt.edu/ C

University of Massachusetts (Amherst, MA) https://www.honors.umass.edu/ C

University of Maryland (College Park, MD) https://www.honors.umass.edu/ C

University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI) https://www.honors.olemiss.edu/ P

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (Chapel Hill, NC) https://honors.uoregon.edu/ C

University of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA) https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/honors_college/ C

University of South Carolina (Columbia, SC) https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/honors_college/ C

University of Texas at Austin (Austin, TX) https://admissions.utexas.edu/explore/honors-programs C

University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA) https://honors.uw.edu/ P
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History of UD’s honors program
Full History at: https://sites.udel.edu/honors/a-history-of-udhp/

1976
 First Year Honors Program (FHP)
High school seniors taking UD courses to finish high school 

and start college (Wesley College Campus)

 Founded by Burnaby Munson and Donald Harward
 130-150 students each year
 Lived together, but not on main campus
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History of UD’s honors program
1980s
 4 Year Honors Program established (1979)
 250 students in first class
 Honors Degree created (required thesis and tutorial)
 First-year Honors housing in Dickinson Hall
 “Dickinson Fellows” residential peer mentors established
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History of UD’s honors program
1990s
 300-350 first-year students 
 First-year Honors housing moved to Russell Hall (peer 

mentors became “Russell Fellows”)
 Upper-Division Honors housing option created along 

with “Senior Fellows” 
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History of UD’s honors program
2000s
 Non-thesis Honors Degree option & General Honors 

Award created (2000)
 450-475 first-year students
 First-year Honors housing in Russell, Lane, & Thompson 

Halls
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History of UD’s honors program
2010s
 First-year Honors housing moved to Louis L. Redding 

Hall (2013)
 Peer mentors permanently renamed “Munson Fellows”
 500-600 first-year students

2019
 Largest first-year year class ever: 638
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Burnaby Munson celebration of 
life event, Oct. 4, 2019 
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UD’s honors program at-a-glance
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UD 
HONORS

AT-A-
GLANCE 

• 4,500-5,000 
Applications

• 600 enrolled Honors 
first-year students

• High school profile 
(middle 50% admitted)

3.99 – 4.25 GPA 
1,370 – 1,470 SAT
30 – 33 ACT



CHALLENGE

The UD Honors 

Program              

values students who 

are motivated 

academically and 

interested in 

immersing themselves 

in a strong 

scholarly 

community. 
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CHALLENGE

• Small classes

• General Honors Award 

• Honors Degree 
(capstone and degree 
options)

• Combination majors 
and degrees

• Prestigious scholarship 
preparation

2019 UDHP graduates and Outstanding Senior 
Award winners 
Bailey Weatherbee and Nicholas Konzelman



ENRICHMENT

The Honors Program 

encourages students to 

expand their studies by 

pursuing educational 

opportunities both inside 

and outside of the 

classroom. Enrichment 

activities include 

research, field trips, guest 

speakers, and travel. 

Truman Scholar & Professor at Georgetown 
University, Dr. Marcia Chatelain spoke about how the 
humanities influence protest movements of today. 
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Honors student Ryan Doyle using an Honors 
Enrichment Award to participate in the Varna 
International Music Academy in Bulgaria and France

ENRICHMENT 

Examples of Undergraduate 

Research & Honors 

Enrichment Awards

• Work at a small animal hospital 

in Costa Rica

• Visit WWII Concentration Camps 

in Poland and Germany for 

research project

• Film documentary footage at 

Angel Island in California

• Participate in a Russian opera 

workshop in Philadelphia

• Intern with the Foundation 

for Sustainable Development in 
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An outside view of Louis L. Redding Hall 
from the courtyard COMMUNITY

All first year Honors 

students live together 

in Redding Hall, where 

they are supported by 

the Munson Fellows, 

residential peer mentors 

who offer academic 

support as well as fun 

and engaging programs 

for all residents. 
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2019-20 Munson Fellows 

COMMUNITY
• Ice Cream on the 

Porch

• HENS (Honors service 

club)

• Study Breaks

• Faculty Events

• First-Year Fellows

• Honors Mosaic

• Pizza with a Prof

• Honors Out & About



Bianca Mers
Class of 2020

20



About Me
● Basic Info:

○ From Marietta, GA

○ International Relations with minors in 

Spanish, Public Policy and Leadership

● Interests: 

○ Reading, Cooking, Running, Napping

● Highlights:

○ Studied abroad twice (New Zealand and 

Budapest), former president of Strong 

#likeagirl, SUSI peer mentor, summer 

research experience 
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Academic Opportunities

● Close relationships with faculty from my Honors 

section

○ Help develop my interests in my field, 

provide letters of recommendation

● Senior Thesis and Honors Enrichment Award

○ Thesis on Sustainable Urban Development in 

Latin American Cities and the opportunity 

to conduct field research

● Graduate School

○ Help applying to scholarships and writing 

personal statements, introducing to 

faculty who can help me with school 

selection
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Sense of Community

● Redding Residence Hall

○ Great way to meet people in your 

major/area of interest and other 

Honors students

● Writing Fellows/HPB

○ Currently the Senior Writing 

Fellow 

○ Help students and stay connected 

● Honors Planning Board

○ Former Student Coordinator

○ Explore off-campus and meet 

people with similar interests 
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Blue Hens gather at the 2019 Honors Program 
Alumni Weekend Reception 

BEYOND UD

97% of Honors 
bachelor’s degree 
graduates are 
employed or pursuing 
further education 
within 6 months of 
graduation. 

35-40% of Honors 
graduates pursue 
advanced degrees.

* Source: UD Career Plans Survey of 
2018 bachelor’s graduates. Data 
collected on 90.4% of Honors 
Program graduates.



Highlights from 2018-2019

 Outgoing class of 2019

 Prestigious scholarships

 Incoming class of 2023
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Class of 2019: Degrees/ degrees with distinction
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Prestigious scholarship winners
Gates Cambridge 
Bailey Weatherbee

Truman
Natalie Walton 

Goldwater
Yasmin Mann

Fulbright
Mackenzie Campbell ‘17

Julianna Ly ‘15
Meghan Jusczak ‘17

UD Warner/Taylor 
Bailey Weatherbee
Nick Konzelman
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Class of 2023: honors applications and 
enrollment F15-F19
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Class of 2023: distinguished scholars
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Honors program or honors college?
 Reasons for creating an Honors College

 To be able to better compete for the best HS students
 To increase UD and honors national visibility and prestige
 To increase engagement of the campus community
 To enable honors to generate needed resources
 To be able to better serve all of UD’s intellectually curious students

 Challenges in creating an Honors College
 Will require needed approvals to establish a new college
 Will require resources at a level similar to the competition
 Will likely require reorganization/optimization of some current functions
 As honors grows, new space, or reallocation of existing space, will be needed
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