
Revolutionary War Pension Documents for Daniel Hewes 

The appended pages are taken from written personal statements and other documents in the 

application that Daniel Hewes filed to obtain a pension for his service as a soldier during the 

American Revolution. 

The statement from October 16, 1832 notes that Daniel Hewes was then a resident of Springfield, 

Otsego County, New York and that he was 77 years of age at that time.  He first enlisted in the 

Massachusetts Militia in Attleboro around May 1, 1775 for a period of eight months in Captain 

Caleb Richardson’s Company in Colonel Walker’s Regiment. The company then marched to 

Roxbury, where it remained for most of the eight month period, except for a short encampment at 

a location called Preston Point during the summer. He served directly under Lieutenant Enoch 

Robertson until he was discharged about January 5, 1776. 

He then immediately re-enlisted in Roxbury for a one year term under Captain Oliver Pond and 

Colonel Reed, and in March the company was marched to New York.   In the month of July, after 

independence was declared, Daniel Hewes was transferred from Captain Pond’s Company to a 

company of artificers under Captain Phineas Ford and Colonel Brewer where he was engaged in 

building wagons and carriages until the British landed on Long Island.  The company was marched 

to Long Island, where it remained for a few days and then returned to New York and later moved 

to White Plains. Once the weather turned cold, the company marched to Peekskill where it 

remained until Daniel Hewes was discharged. 

In February 1777 Daniel enlisted in Providence, RI as a privateer for a four month cruise under 

Captain Lemuel Bishop on the sloop “Sally”. The ship sailed to Bedford where it took on supplies, 

went to Martha’s Vineyard and then on March 1 departed for the West Indies; where the main mast 

was broken and the ship was taken to Martinique for repairs. A British merchant ship was then 

captured, its cargo of wine was taken and the ship sailed to Boston to unload the prize. The ship 

sailed from Boston again, but no ships were found. The “Sally” was challenged by a British ship 

while it was returning home, but it escaped in heavy fog to safety in Boston Harbor. 

In early September 1777, he enlisted for a one month period under Captain Stephen Richardson’s 

Company for “Spencer’s Secret Expedition to Rhode Island”. He served the period of the 

enlistment, but the expedition encamped at Tiverton and they never reached Rhode Island. 

In Fall of 1778, Daniel enlisted for a period of one month for “Sullivan’s Expedition to Rhode 

Island”. The company completed the expedition and returned, and he finished the term of his 

enlistment. 

Daniel then returned to Attleboro where he was married and had a family when the residents of 

that town were notified in 1780 that 12 volunteers must be provided to serve in the Massachusetts 

Militia or a draft would be imposed.  Daniel Hewes enlisted again for a period of six months and 

was taken immediately to Springfield, MA with the other volunteers and was assigned to Captain 



Crocker’s Company in Colonel Grayton’s Regiment.  The company was regularly marched to 

different encampments in Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. They were not involved in 

any skirmishes or battles, but Daniel Hewes was present at the execution of Major Andre. He was 

discharged at West Point at the end of his enlistment. 

In August of 1781, Daniel signed on for seven weeks of service as a carpenter aboard the brig 

“Montgomery” out of Salem, MA under Captain Hobbs. The ship sailed to the Grand Banks and 

encountered a British privateer that it engaged in battle. Both ships were badly damaged, and 

neither could claim victory.  The captain, first mate and four crew members of the “Montgomery” 

were killed during the action and the ship was damaged with two holes from cannonballs. Repairs 

were made and the ship continued until it was taken captive by the British frigate “Maidstone”. 

Daniel and the rest of the crew were taken to a prison ship off Saint John’s, New Foundland. He 

was soon taken back to Salem and released, after only being away from there for seven weeks. 

Some other short enlistments are mentioned in Daniel Hewes’ statement from October 16, 1832, 

but the handwriting is very difficult to interpret. 

The Supporting Statement of Joseph Cushman from July, 26 1832 states that he served with Daniel 

Hewes for one month in “Spencer’s Secret Expedition” to Rhode Island in October of 1777. 

The Supporting Statement of Hosea Tiffany from August 21, 1832 states that he served with Daniel 

Hewes in 1755 under Captain Caleb Richardson and Colonel Timothy Walker. It is also verified 

that both of them then re-enlisted in Roxbury for a one year term under Captain Oliver Pond and 

Colonel Reed. It also states that both enlisted for General Spencer’s Secret Expedition. 

The Supporting Statement of Thomas Tiffany from August 24, 1832 gives the same evidence as 

that provided in the statement of Hosea Tiffany. 

The Supporting Statement of Joel Read from July 26, 1832 states that he served with Daniel Hewes 

for a one month period in 1777. His statement of June 18, 1833 gives more detail stating that he 

was with Daniel Hewes under Captain Caleb Richardson at Roxbury in 1775, and that both served 

under General Spencer during the Secret Expedition to Rhode Island.  

The Supporting Statement of Ephraim Tripp from June 20, 1833 states that he served with Daniel 

Hewes under Captain Caleb Richardson and Colonel Timothy Walker in Roxbury, and that both 

re-enlisted under Captain Oliver Pond and Colonel Reed and served in New York and White 

Plains. It is also stated that he served with Daniel Hewes under General Spencer on the Secret 

Expedition to Rhode Island. 

Numerous other related documents are also appended. 

          William V. Gehrlein 

          December, 2015 

          Lewes, DE 
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