
 
 
Lawrence A. Cunningham 
Director 
John L. Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance at the University of Delaware 
 
Lawrence A. Cunningham is an award-winning author, professor, corporate counselor, and 
board member. His expertise in board minutes stems from years of experience as a 
corporate secretary, as well as serving as a director after a contentious proxy contest 
where minutes became a focal point of conflict. Additionally, he has mediated discussions 
among various boards and general counsels regarding the ideal level of detail in board 
minutes. 
 
For more information, visit his bio on the Center’s website at 
https://weinberg.udel.edu/our-team/  

https://weinberg.udel.edu/our-team/
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Margaret M. Foran 
Chief Governance Officer, Senior 

Vice President  
and Corporate Secretary 
Prudential Financial, Inc. 

 

 
Ms. Foran is Chief Governance Officer, Senior Vice President and Corporate Secretary 
of Prudential Financial, Inc.    
 
She has been a corporate governance leader throughout her career at Sara Lee 
Corporation, Pfizer, Inc. and J.P. Morgan & Co., Inc.  Ms. Foran is a director on the 
Board of Orion Group Holdings, Inc. and serves as the Chair of the Compensation 
Committee.  From December 2010 through May 2020, she served on the Board of the 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation, where during her tenure, she served as Chair of its 
Sustainability and Shareholder Engagement Committee, Compensation Committee and 
Governance Committee.  Ms. Foran previously served on the Board of The MONY 
Group and MONY Life Insurance Company.   
 
Ms. Foran currently serves as an active member of many influential advisory boards 
including, co-chair on the Board of Directors of the Council of Institutional Investors, 
member of the Board of Trustees of the American College of Governance Counsel, the 
Catalyst’s Advisory Board, the Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance’s Advisory 
Board, and NACD’s Nominating and Governance Committee Chair Advisory Council.  
Ms. Foran also serves on The Public Company Accounting Oversight Board’s (PCAOB) 
Standards and Emerging Issues Advisory Group (SEIAG).    
 
Ms. Foran received her B.A., magna cum laude, and J. D. degrees from the University 
of Notre Dame, where she serves on the law school’s Advisory Committee.  She is 
admitted to the New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey (In-house) Bars. 
Additionally, Ms. Foran is NACD (National Association of Corporate Directors) 
Directorship Certified™, the recipient of the International Corporate Governance’s 
(ICGN) Lifetime Achievement Award in March 2024 and received a certificate from MIT 
Sloan School of Management for completing their Artificial Intelligence: Implications for 
Business Strategy program. 
  
 



 

Corporate Governance 
Chevron Corporation 

5001 Executive Parkway, Suite 200 
San Ramon, CA 94583  

www.chevron.com 
 

 

biographical information 

 

Mary A. Francis 
Corporate Secretary and Chief Governance Officer 

Mary A. Francis is corporate secretary and chief governance officer for Chevron Corporation, a position she 
has held since 2015. She provides advice and counsel to the Board of Directors and senior management on 
corporate governance matters, manages the company’s corporate governance function and serves on the Law 
Function Executive Committee. She also serves as secretary to the Board, the Executive Committee, and the 
Board Nominating and Governance Committee. 
 
Previously Francis served as Chevron’s deputy corporate secretary since 2014. Prior positions include: 2012, 
chief corporate counsel, Corporation Law Department; 2009, general counsel, Chevron Asia Pacific 
Exploration and Production Company; 2007, managing counsel, Chevron Pipe Line Company and Chevron 
Shipping Company; 2005, lead senior counsel, Chevron Shipping Company. 
 
Francis is on the board of directors of the Chevron Employees Political Action Committee. She serves on the 
advisory board of the Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance and on the Corporate Laws Committee of 
the American Bar Association, and is a Fellow of the American College of Governance Counsel. She also 
serves on the board of directors of the American Heart Association, Western Region, and on the governing 
board of the San Francisco Symphony. 
 
Francis joined Chevron in 2002 as senior trademark counsel in the Corporation Law Department. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from Mount Holyoke College in 1986, a Juris Doctor degree from the College 
of William and Mary in 1990, and a master’s degree in business administration from the Haas School of 
Business at the University of California, Berkeley, in 2006. 
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