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DO YOU HAVE A
, POISON BOOK?
D
[ Is your book green?
‘ ' Yes : I No

{ N

. .
[ What is it covered in* ] Red, yellow, orange, green, and

brown books from the 1800s may
Cloth Paper contain lead chromate. Lead
| ; chromate does not pose as great

\ a safety concern as books colored

the 1860s in North America or Britain? recommend washing your hands

Yes No
o

Is it a bright, vibrant [It is likely not arsenical]
green with gold

decoration? 4 )
Emerald green papers were

produced in Germany, France,

l Yes I——l No I Britain, and North America from

before and after use.

1816 to 1899. Colors range, so
visual identification is not reliable.
[It is likely not arsenical] Testing is recommended.
You may have a book that contains
arsenic. Please wear nitrile gloves to Please take a clear photograph of the
1 handle and place your book in a zip-top book in indirect sunlight and email us h
bag. We encourage you to reference at poisonbookproject@udel.edu
our Arsenical Books Database.
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https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenical-books-database/

HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH
A SUSPECTED POISON BOOK
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If you suspect that your book contains arsenic, we encourage you to
wear a pair of nitrile gloves while handling. It is always best practice
to wash your hands before and after handling historical books.
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It is best to photograph your book in natural but indirect light. We

2_ suggest placing a disposable piece of paper on a flat surface in front
of a window on a sunny day. Make sure the book is not directly in a

ray of sun. Please take a focused photo. Smartphone photos are fine.
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Email the photo of your book, to the poisonbookproject@udel.edu.
Please provide the title of the book, the place of publication, and the
3_ year of publication (this information can usually be found at the
bottom or back of the title page).
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The Poison Baok Project
The 15th-century backs on your

hell might be axic. Fing ot how
nidentity 2 psison bok.

Wi
o pigment in some green
beokclath, bookbinding papers,
and tertblock edpes may come off
when handled and can be hamul,

WHERE DO | START?
Handiing Basics:
Wear itrie gloves whie handiing

clate baoks in zip-top,
polyethykne plastic bags
Wt o Look forin Cloth Bindings:

Color Vibrant green cloth simdac
10 smalches on this side
of bookmark

Decaratin: Gold andior
bing stamped
Imprint Britsh or Ameeican’

£l
Date: Mest commely 1
1840s-1850s" E
H
i
E
i
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