
Is your book green?

Red, yellow, orange, green, and
brown books from the 1800s may

contain lead chromate. Lead
chromate does not pose as great
a safety concern as books colored

with copper acetoarsenite. We
recommend washing your hands

before and after use.

No

You may have a book that contains
arsenic. Please wear nitrile gloves to

handle  and place your book in a zip-top
bag. We encourage you to reference

our Arsenical Books Database. 

Yes

Is it a bright, vibrant
green with gold

decoration?

Cloth Paper

What is it covered in?

Was it published between the 1840S and
the 1860s in North America or Britain?

Yes No

It is likely not arsenical

Yes No

It is likely not arsenical

Emerald green papers were
produced in Germany, France,

Britain, and North America from
1816 to 1899. Colors range, so

visual identification is not reliable.
Testing is recommended.

Please take a clear photograph of the
book in indirect sunlight and email us

at poisonbookproject@udel.edu
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https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenical-books-database/


If you suspect that your book contains arsenic, we encourage you to
wear a pair of nitrile gloves while handling. It is always best practice

to wash your hands before and after handling historical books.
1.

It is best to photograph your book in natural but indirect light. We
suggest placing a disposable piece of paper on a flat surface in front
of a window on a sunny day. Make sure the book is not directly in a

ray of sun. Please take a focused photo. Smartphone photos are fine.

2.

Email the photo of your book, to the poisonbookproject@udel.edu.
Please provide the title of the book, the place of publication, and the

year of publication (this information can usually be found at the
bottom or back of the title page). 

3.

poison book project
A joint research initiative of the

University of Delaware and Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library 
2025  

HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH
A SUSPECTED POISON BOOK
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