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Senior 4-Her, Caroline Allen, helps her nephew Sam work with his market

lamb.

Teaching how I was taught

By CAROLINE ALLEN

I remember attending day camp
as a Cloverbud, always looking
up to my counselors. They were
so much bigger than I was, more
experienced, knew all the songs,
and were so much braver. | was
determined to be like them one
day! Nine years later, that’s exactly
what I did, but I didn’t stop there.
My desire to step up in 4-H may
have been fueled by my day camp
experience in 2011, but it continued
because of my passion to impact
others and embrace the motto of
4-H: To Make the Best Better.

I wrapped up most of my 4-H
journey in 2023 after serving as
State Teen Council president and
graduating high school. However, I

could not stay away for long as my
nephew was becoming a Cloverbud
fall of 2023. [ saw my younger self
in him — full of potential and a de-
sire to learn. He immersed himself
in all the opportunities a Clover-
bud can, such as public speaking,
fair crafts, and even a market lamb.

While it’s not uncommon to
show a market lamb at the state
fair, even at five years old; in our
family, it is. We aren’t a fami-
ly formed around agriculture. In
fact, both my nephew and I grew
up in the suburbs with nowhere to
keep a lamb or an homeowners’
association that would allow it.
For my nephew, Sam, showing a

See TEACHING
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Lessons in dairy leasing

By MAGGIE WIEBER

When most people think of Dela-
ware 4-H, they think of the many lead-
ership opportunities for the youth, the
entries for the Delaware State Fair,
or all the contests held year-round.
Another possibility they may think
of is agriculture, and all the things
that come with it, including livestock
showing. [ have shown dairy cows for
three years and the only thing I regret
is not doing it sooner!

I first started to show cows in 2022
after a close friend in my club recom-
mended I give it a try. I had seen cows
at the fair before, but the thought of
being so close to them and showing
them was mind-blowing to me then.
My parents did some research about
how we would be able to show cows,
and we soon found an answer: My
4-H club’s Dairy Lease Program, run
by Gregg and Stephanie Knutsen. In
order to lease a dairy cow for the 4-H
year, we would need to pay a lease fee
to cover the cost of a few expenses,
such as hay and transporting the cows
to various yearly shows. Dairy mem-
bers also have to complete a Dairy
Project Group Record Book. By the
time the first meeting came around,
I was a little nervous with so many
questions running through my head.
I wanted to know what my cow would
look like, if showing them was hard,

dairy project, Norma, on show day.

and I was a little scared that she might
be a mean cow. During the meeting,
Mr. Gregg was calling out each mem-
ber’s name and telling them which
cow they were assigned. My cow’s
name was Buttercup, and I couldn’t
be more excited (and nervous) to meet
her.

After the meeting, Mrs. Stephanie
led my mom and I to her pen, and I
saw Buttercup for the first time. She
was a Jersey cow, and was my height!
I was used to seeing huge cows, taller

See LEASING
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Project reaches all ages

By DECLAN WEST

The Delaware 4-H Diamond Clo-
ver program is very similar to the
Boy Scout Eagle program. When
planning a Diamond Clover project,
it has to be an event or program that
connects to the community and can
be repeated in future years.

When I attended the National 4-H
Ignite Summit as a delegate from
the Delaware 4-H Program, they en-
couraged us to develop a community
service project. My sister, Ainsley,
had previously attended the Nation-

al 4-H Agricultural Summit and
had thought that one thing we truly
needed was a program connecting
agriculture and farmers to kids in
elementary schools. Unfortunately,
the COVID pandemic made that im-
possible.

When [ started to think about my
Diamond Clover project, I felt that
maybe my sister was right, that it
wasn’t just elementary schools, but
all ages that needed to learn more

See PROJECT
Page 3
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Garrett club keeps youth hoppmg year-round

By DEREK A. COSNER

The Hopper’s Club had a busy year
so far! Unfortunately, the club’s Jan-
uary meeting was cancelled due to a
snowstorm, but thanks to technology,
they met virtually to plan the upcom-
ing year.

Along with playing games at meet-
ings, such as 4-H/animal trivia and
rabbits around the world bingo, they
also did demonstrations on the differ-
ent breeds of rabbits and ATV safety.
Throughout the year, club members
volunteered their time helping in the
community. The club planted flowers
for the Senior Center where it holds
its meetings, participated in an Easter
event helping with games and bring-
ing animals for a petting zoo and put
out flags on veteran’s graves for Me-
morial Day.

The annual 4-H Achievement
Night was held in April. Club mem-
bers received record book awards,
and the President’s Service Award
for community service. The club had
941.5 hours of community service in
2023.

Diamond Clover awards also were

presented, along with volunteer ser-
vice awards. One member won a
memorial award for having the most
community service hours in 4-H in
Garrett County, another won a me-
morial award for having the most en-
tries in the 2023 Garrett County Fair,
another member won an achievement
award for participating in club activ-
ities on the county, state and national
level.

Some club members traveled to
other places for rabbit shows, such as
the Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breed-
ers Association Show, the Washing-
ton County (Pa.)) Rabbit Show, the
Butler (Pa.) Rabbit Show, the Wiscon-
sin Polish Club Specialty Show, and
the Maryland State Fair.

Many members also participat-
ed in the Western Maryland District
show, held in McHenry, Md., for 4-H
and FFA members of Garrett, Allega-
ny and Washington Counties.

Of course, the club held its annu-

Hoppers club members plctured w:th thelr recycled tire tree are: front row from
left, Jubilee Vose, Jadzeia Vose and Noah Whiteside; back row from left Ava Cosner,
Cheyenne McClean, Bristal Ketterman, Jacob Vose, Julia Reckart, Derek Cosner
and Isabel Whiteside.

al Hopper’s Show in June and every-
one went to the 67th Annual Garrett

See GARRETT
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Archery program about more than target practice

By ALEXIS ROWLAND

I have participated in the Delaware 4-H Shoot-
ing Sports Program in Kent County as part of the
Archery program for seven years. Archery is one of
the many projects you can do through 4-H. I have
learned how to not only shoot a bow, but have be-
come knowledgeable of the safety rules used in ar-
chery and the proper way to compete. I definitely
believe that no matter what level you decide to take
your archery experience to, you will certainly have
fun, learn a lot and enjoy yourself.

There are three different types of archery that
are available to compete in through the 4-H Pro-
gram — recurve, barebow, and compound. These
programs are separated by the types of bow used or
the add-ons the shooter decides to add to the bow.

There are many opportunities one can have
while participating in archery. They can be events
or competitions at the local, county, state, regional
or even national level. Throughout my years in my
4-H archery project, I have competed in a mixture
of both recurve and barebow shooting events.

Barebow is competing with a recurve bow with-
out any sights or additional add-ons. Recurve is
competing with a recurve bow and sights. I enjoy
learning more about the different types of bows
that you can use as well as the different competi-
tions that are held from year to year. Archery is not
all about shooting and seeing how well you place.
It is also about following the safety rules which is a
big part of the activity as well. When I first joined
my 4-H archery project group, the safety rules were
the first thing I learned. These included range rules,
distances to shoot, dress code, and many more.

In my opinion, the 4-H archery project is one of
the best things you can get involved in with 4-H. It
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Through 4-H Shooting Sports, Alexis Rowland com-
peted in the Kent County 4-H Archery competition
and the Delaware State Fair State 4-H Archery com-
petition.

is a fun way to spend time outside and inside, and
you are learning skills that you can use outside of

archery. While shooting archery, I have improved
my precision, focus and accuracy. During every ar-
chery practice, I get to do something a little differ-
ent, even if it is just shooting a different pattern of
distances and I always have fun.

The two competitions that I have competed in
throughout my archery project are the Kent County
4-H Archery competition and the Delaware State
Fair State 4-H Archery competition. [ have always
had an amazing time at both, whether I placed well
or not. Throughout the years, the competitions have
always been a way for me to do my best and see
how well I compare to the other archers in our state
while getting to interact with other 4-H members
who enjoy the same thing as I do.

Archery has helped me make so many memories
and experiences that have helped me grow into a
better 4-H member and a better person. I have been
able to focus more on the important things in my
life with the help of my 4-H club and 4-H Project
Leader. Joining the 4-H archery project was the
best choice I could have made when I was deciding
what I wanted to do in 4-H.

I do not believe any other project would have
been a better fit for me. I have gained friends and
lifelong knowledge about archery itself as well as
other key skills that [ use daily. From helping others
with their own archery struggles and receiving help
myself, [ have been able to turn archery into some-
thing of my own. I find it easier to get up and shoot
now that I care less about the score and care more
about the learning experiences I get from practic-
ing. I could not be happier with my 4-H archery
project experience!

(Alexis Rowland is a member of the Harrington
Sunshine 4-H Club in Kent County, Del.)
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Declan West delivers a “Meet the Farmer Talk” to youth about his chickens.

Project ...

Continued from Front Page

about agriculture in Delaware. From
these thoughts, “Meet the Farmer
Talks” were born.

We designed a program that brings
agricultural professionals into class-
rooms, 4-H clubs, or other youth
groups to speak about what they do
and why they do it. This program was
developed to reach the various stu-
dent audiences in elementary, middle
and high schools.

In elementary schools, students
learn where their food comes from
and what animals are raised on farms.
Middle school students learn about
what careers are in the agricultural
industry, and high school students
learn how to make their hobby or pas-

sion into a career they love. As part of
this program, we have also connected
Rotary Clubs to local farmers to have
them speak about their work.

It is fantastic to see how excited
kids are to touch lambs, but it is even
more important to reach adults. My
sister said one of the best things is
to be able to go into a room of adults
that genuinely want to learn about
agriculture in Delaware.

If you have a youth group, library,
community group, or you are a teach-
er in a classroom and you would like
a lamb to visit your group or have
a farmer come and speak about ag-
riculture, please reach out. We will
make it happen and bring “Meet the
Farmer Talks” to you!

(Declan West is a member of
the Hollymount 4-H Club in Sussex
County, Del.)

Teaching ...

Continued from Front Page

market lamb was a very new expe-
rience. After learning to take care of
his lamb, he got used to getting dirt
on his hands After getting dragged
around by his lamb a couple times,

he learned to balance his weight and
teach her who was boss. He learned
to wash his lamb, feed his lamb, walk
her, and set her up. To Sam, showing
a lamb was a lot more than just pre-
paring for the state fair — it was the

great opportunity of learning how to
raise a lamb despite the hard work,
hot days and late nights.

When I look back at my day camp
experience 13 years before Sam
would show his lamb, I am thank-
ful for the older, more experienced
4-Hers who stepped in to lead me
and push me to try and learn new
things. When Sam joined 4-H, I was
excited to share with him not only
the experiences I had at his age, but
to create new ones that [ hadn’t had.

(Caroline Allen is a member of the
Westville 4-H Club in Kent County,
Del.)

Garrett ...

Continued from Front Page

County Agricultural Fair, not only
showing rabbits, but beef, meat goats,
dairy goats, chickens, ducks, horticul-
tural, artwork, woodwork, photogra-
phy and record books. Before the fair,
the club met to install new LED lights
and fans to help keep the animals and
people cooler during the hot week.

Some painting also was done in
the Rabbit and Poultry barn, and club
members worked hard to prepare a
nice barn for the busy week. During
fair week, members gave demonstra-
tions on rabbits, other market ani-
mals, and welcomed and educated
visitors. Club members also partici-
pated in other fair events such as the
Costume Animal Parade, Pedal Trac-
tor Pull, Fashion Review, Lawn Trac-
tor Engineering Event, showmanship
for multiple species of animals, Dairy
Goat Milk Out and Lead Contest.

In the month of September, the
club held a memorial picnic at the
Rabbit Barn in honor and remem-
brance of our assistant club leader,
Rachel Schmidt, who tragically died

last September in an automobile ac-
cident.

In October the club plans to have
a lesson on raptors and start to wind
down for the year. November’s meet-
ing is always a Thanksgiving feast
with the election of new officers. Last
November the club made and deco-
rated a Christmas tree out of recycled
tires to enter in the Festival of Trees.
The club decorated it with 4-H and
animal-themed ornaments that they
made.

The tree won 3rd place and was
auctioned off to benefit charity. At the
Christmas meeting the new officers
are installed and awards are handed
out by Darlene Schmidt, our leader.
She has been a club leader in Garrett
County for nearly 30 years. Another
delicious dinner is enjoyed by all, and
it is a fun day ending the year with
our club family. We are grateful for
the support of our community and the
Garrett County office of the Univer-
sity of Maryland Extension. If you
want a fun club to join, hop on over
and visit us, we would love to see you!

(Derek A. Cosner is the club re-
porter for the the Hopper’s 4-H Club
of Garrett County, Md.)

National 4-H Week is Oct. 7-12

Jules Hendrix,

‘MS AFIS CLCS
Owner/[&gribusincss Specialist

MEET YOUR
AG EXPERT TEAM
FOR FARM,
RANCH AND
CROP INSURANCE.
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Tim Bishton, AFIS CLCS
Agribusiness & Crop Insurance
Specialist

Insurance for Grain Farms, Dairy
Operations, Vineyards and Wineries,
Equine Facilities, Poultry, Hay

Agritainment/Agritourism,
Farm Markets and more.

Crow Insurance Agency, Inc.

Toll Free 877.204.3107 Crowlnsurance Team.com

and Vegetable Farms,

Buddy C1h all, AFIS

'\Ollbl[\ln( ss & Crop Insurance
Specialist

PROTECTION TO HELP YOU

KEEP GROWING.
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LifeSmarts program focuses on skills teens need for growth

By CARTER BRADLEY

In my many years of 4-H, I had
grown accustomed to the standard
4-H events — the camps, confer-
ences, and contests. They were all
very enjoyable, but after nearly a de-
cade, I wanted to have a chance to
try something new. Then, in 2022,
I learned of a new event Delaware
4-H would be adding, the Nation-
al LifeSmarts competition. It was a
Quiz Bowl style event that focused
on life skills teenagers need as they
grow. LifeSmarts is not exclusively
a 4-H program and it includes many
different organizations and high
school teams as well.

I was always the type of person to
try all of the opportunities presented
to me through 4-H. As a member of
the Delaware 4-H State Teen Council,
I figured I should help grow this new
event that will hopefully become a
staple of the Delaware 4-H program.
I joined a team and prepared for the
event. We would go on to place 2nd at
the state competition, and it appeared
that my LifeSmarts dreams would be
over as we did not win the trip to the
National competition. My team did
not reform for the next year and I did
not expect to compete again.

However, one thing that we all
failed to realize in that first year was
the importance of a fifth team mem-
ber. Both of the teams at the Delaware
state championship only had four
team members as only four can com-
pete at one time. Having a fifth team
member means you can focus and
specialize in other areas, leading to

The Delaware 4-H Program LifeSmarts team received 3rd place in the nation at the
2024 National LifeSmarts competition.

an overall more knowledgeable team.
This is what led me to be brought over
to this year’s state championship team
for LifeSmarts. I was thrilled at be-
ing able to compete once again in this
event and honored to be asked to join
the team. All five of our team mem-
bers had their strengths and weak-
nesses, and we felt very confident
heading out to the national competi-
tion in San Diego, representing Del-
aware 4-H.

Quickly we realized we may have
been a little overconfident, as we end-
ed the first two days of the competi-

tion ranked in the 30s of almost 50
teams. These first days were unlike
what we had prepared for, as it main-
ly consisted of team challenges with
another team and “Speed Smarts,” a
group of quick challenges that were
based on a time constraint. Four of
our team members, myself includ-
ed, were at their first national com-
petition, and while we had practiced
these alternate competitions briefly,
there was no substitute for the real
thing, and we felt a little rattled over-
all. We knew we needed to bring our
A-Games on day three. This third day

entirely consisted of the tradition-
al, Jeopardy-style buzzer rounds we
had prepared for. We did exception-
ally well in this and even upset the
3rd ranked team in the tournament.
By the end of this fantastic day, we
were ranked 14th, just enough to
move us into the tournament brack-
et. LifeSmarts uses all of these scores
and points scored in each competition
to determine seeding for the tourna-
ment at the end of the event.

The top 16 teams qualify and are
split into four sections on the bracket
and the winner of each of those four
rooms will advance to the finals. We
were the underdogs in our room, be-
ing ranked 14th and having to play
the 3rd-ranked team in our very first
matchup. Our team was fantastic and
upset both them and the 8th-ranked
team to win our room and advance to
the finals the next day. We were not
successful in our semi-final matchup
but ended up placing 3rd out of all 48
teams, and was the highest placing
4-H team in the nation.

The program appears to be thriv-
ing in our state as it is now holding
meetings to form both middle school
(which competes virtually) and high
school teams throughout the state.

I learned so much, had an amaz-
ing experience and made life-long
friends and memories. I am honored
to have participated and proud to say
that I helped to grow LifeSmarts here
in Delaware.

(Carter Bradley is a member of
the Bridgeville Mustangs 4-H Club in
Sussex County, Del.)

Favorite Foods Contest combines learning, fun, nutrition

By ALEXIS STARKE

The Favorite Foods Contest is a
4-H competition in the Delaware 4-H
Program for all 4-H members who are
involved in the 4-H Foods and Nutri-
tion project. It is an event enjoyed by
many 4-H members and has five main
objectives: 1) Increasing knowledge
of the importance of good nutrition
and creating an interest in improv-
ing food standards, 2) helping 4-H
club members improve skills in food
preparation and display, 3) Increas-
ing knowledge on table setting place-
ment, 4) Encouraging originality, cre-
ativity, initiative and poise in the 4-H
member, and 5) Developing interview
skills.

There are four different divisions
that 4-H members can compete in
based on their age. The senior divi-
sion is ages 14 to 19 years old, junior
division is ages 11 to 13 years old, be-
ginner division is ages 8 to 10 years
old, and the Cloverbud division is

ages 5 to 7 years old. Senior, Junior
and Beginner participants can choose
to make food dishes from several
categories. They include Appetizers,
Breads, Desserts, International Dish-
es, Main Dishes, and Side Dishes.
Beginner and Cloverbud participants
can make Cupcakes, Brownies, and
Cookies.

The main elements of the Favorite
Foods Contest are to choose a dish to
make, learn how to correctly write a
recipe, learn how to properly make
the dish you have chosen, and learn
how to properly develop a table set-
ting for your food dish. 4-H members
can use their 4-H leaders, parents or
even a sibling to help prepare to meet
the judge and participate in an inter-
view about their food dish and table
setting.

All participants receive ribbons
of their entries. In addition, overall
winners in each category for each age
group are also announced. These in-
dividuals receive a food related prize

that is sponsored and provided by the
Delaware 4-H Foundation.

During the contest, the County
Foods and Nutrition Judging Contest
is also held. All contest participants
in the Beginner, Junior and Senior age
divisions are encouraged to take part
in this event to test their knowledge
gained from being part of the Foods
and Nutrition 4-H project area. There
are two divisions of judging — Senior
and Junior. The top 10 individuals who
place in the Senior Division are invited
to participated in the State Foods and
Nutrition Judging Contest that is held
during the Delaware State Fair.

The Favorite Foods Contest is a
lot of fun and it allows 4-H members
to have fun and learn so much about
food and nutrition. I strongly encour-
age all 4-H members to try this event.
I know you will enjoy it also!

(Alexis Starke is a member of the
Harrington Sunshine 4-H club in
Kent County, Del.)

The Favorite Foods Contest allows
4-H members to have fun and learn so
much about food and nutrition.
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State 4-H Teen Council
officer an award in itself

By AINSLEY WEST

The Delaware 4-H State Teen
Council is composed of six to seven
members — a president, vice presi-
dent, secretary, and three to four state
ambassadors. The 4-H Teen Council
leads events and assists in statewide
outreach programs. One of their ma-
jor initiatives they lead each year is
the State 4-H Teen Conference. It is
a weekend event held at the Universi-
ty of Delaware and consists of work-
shops such as leadership, community
service and mental health. The work-
shop topics are different every year
and are planned and implemented by
the council officers.

The weekend also includes a clas-
sic 4-H dance and one or two other
fun activities such as attending an
ice hockey game, ice skating, or even
going to the Little Bob Gym on the
University campus. 4-H members
always love getting to practice their
volleyball skills as State 4-H Camp is
only a few months away! This event is
something everyone looks forward to

State 4-H Teen Coun-
cil is one of the best things
Delaware 4-H has to offer.
So, when those applications
come out in the late summer
of 2025, don’t forget to fill
one out and help make the
best better.

going to the first time as well as many
years in the future.

This past year State 4-H Teen
Council officers worked diligently to
develop a new statewide event that
will take place each year. We all love
a 4-H dance so it was fitting to have
a 4-H Formal as many of us only see
each other one to two times a year.
The council is also working on other
new statewide activities to take place
in the next year or two. Other events
you can see State 4-H Teen Coun-
cil officers at are the Delaware 4-H
Hall of Fame, multiple 4-H events at
the Delaware State Fair, County 4-H

STEAMrollers 4-H club
touches on several
areas of science

By ISABELLA SHORT

The STEAMrollers 4-H club meets
in Smyrna in Kent County, Del. This
was my first year as a member of the
Delaware 4-H Program. I am excited
to share several things I did this past
year as a new 4-H member.

Every month that we meet I get so
excited to learn something new. My
favorite part of the STEAMrollers
club is my new friends and all the fun
science lessons we do. One activity |
really enjoyed was setting off rockets.
I like seeing my older friends in 4-H
build their own rockets and 1 hope
to build one myself someday. The
rockets teach me a lot about different
types of sciences. This year our club
had water rockets and I got to put one
of the rockets together and blast it off.
It was a lot of fun!

This year was my first time go-
ing to 4-H camp. I went to day camp
for a week and State Environmental
Camp for the weekend. I like them
both so much and cannot wait to go
again next year. I learned so many

fun songs and met really nice friends.
My favorite songs are “You Can’t
Ride in My Little Red Wagon” and
“Pork and Beans.” I get to teach my
little brother all the songs now that he
is a Cloverbud in our 4-H Club. It’s
only been a year that I have been a
4-H member and I am so happy [ am.
I hope to be a counselor someday. My
camp counselors were the best! Some
of their names were Ava, Chloe, Levi
and Brogan.

This summer, I got to see the 4-H
building at the Delaware State Fair
for the first time. It gave me so many
ideas on what I want to enter in the
fair next year like different types of
art work and photography. I liked that
I could see familiar faces while I was
there in the building and also see my
friend’s entries.

I want to share with all my school
friends how fun it is to be a 4-H mem-
ber. [ hope they join 4-H, too!

(Isabella Short, 8, is a member
of the STEAMrollers 4-H Club, Kent
County, Del.)

The 4-H Teen Council leads events and assists in statewide outreach programs. One
of their major initiatives they lead each year is the State 4-H Teen Conference.

Achievement Banquets, 4-H Legis-
lative Day, and so many others. This
year some officers were also able to
travel to Queen Anne’s County in
Maryland for their 4-H Officer train-
ing to help make the best better and
teach the upcoming club officers
about their roles.

State 4-H Teen Council is one of
the best things Delaware 4-H has to

offer. It is one of the greatest honors
and an award in itself to be a part of
this group. So, when those applica-
tions come out in the late summer of
2025, don’t forget to fill one out and
help make the best better.

(dinsley West is a member of the
Hollymount 4-H Club in Sussex
County, Del.)

meets in Smyrna in Kent County, Del.

STEAMroller 4-H club members set off rockets at a recent club meeting. The club

)
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"They went far’

By AUSTIN YOUREK

STEAMTrollers 4-H club has been
doing something exciting for the past
few years. We have started an annu-
al model rocket launch. The meeting
begins with our 4-H volunteer leader,
my dad, talking about model rockets
and how they work. This was very
interesting. Then we go to the field
and set up the launcher. While I was
setting up the rocket launcher with
my dad, the younger group members
launched bottle rockets. They went
far!

After my dad and I set up the
launcher, 1 was the first person to
launch their rocket. I launched the
Crossfire ISX rocket. I put too much
recovery wadding in my rocket, and
the parachute didn’t deploy.

Our next few rockets went high in
the sky. The rockets deployed their
parachutes correctly, and we were
able to catch some of them. It start-
ed getting a little windy after, but
we still launched rockets. The wind
caught the parachutes and landed
some rockets in the cornfield be-
hind us. We were not able to recover
those rockets. Our club had a lot of
fun launching off our rockets, and we
hope to do it next year.

(Austin Yourek is a member of
the STEAMrollers 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)

Austin Yourek and his father set up the
Crossfire ISX rocket for launch at the
STEAMrollers 4-H club’s annual model
rocket launch.

State camp most memorable

By REID BRADLEY

I’ve experienced some unforget-
table moments in my 4-H career,
but nothing is more memorable than
this past year of Delaware 4-H State
Camp. State Camp has been around
for over 76 years and occurs two
weeks every June. My siblings and |
have all attended the second week of
camp and we have enjoyed everything
about it. But, let me explain why this
year was the best in my camp career.

Every single year of camp is amaz-
ing, meeting new first year campers
and seeing old friends. Attending ev-
ery people group meeting, each night’s
council circle, and of course, the be-
loved rest period each day, are all high-
lights. Something this year that was
different than all the other years was
that my brother, Carter, would be the
Voice of the Moon and Stars people
group. It was his ninth year of camp
and | was excited to see him have that
opportunity. Being the Voice is an
honor and something you are selected
for based on your leadership ability. It
was also great as many of my family
members were at camp. My twin sister
Lillie was there, as well as two of my
cousins, Ella and Lucas. The stage was
set for a great year.

REID BRADLEY

It all started on Monday with my
brother getting named Voice of his
people. We got to meet the new Echos
and Sparks (other leaders) that night
and earlier in the day, everyone in
my group and cabin. Day one was

See CAMP
Page 7

Ava Gallo (Spark), Sara Zink (Echo), and Bailey Fletcher (Voice), each represented
The Bears people group at the 1st Week of Delaware 4-H State Camp.

When I think about 4-H

By AVA GALLO

When I think about 4-H, I normal-
ly think of all the busy nights filled
with fun 4-H activities and meetings,
but when I think about 4-H more in-
depth I think about all of the friend-
ships and leadership opportunities I
have been blessed with as a member
of this group. I have held many lead-
ership roles in my club, county and
state. Those leadership roles and op-
portunities include being a club offi-
cer for 7 years in Peach Blossom 4-H
Club, participating in my club’s lead-
ership project group, holding an office
for the past 3 years for Kent County
4-H Jr. Council, being a Kent Coun-
ty Day Camp Counselor for 3 years,
being an Environmental Camp Coun-
selor for 3 years, holding an office for
Delaware 4-H State Teen Council for
the past two years, and being a spark
for my people group at Delaware 4-H
State Camp.

As a 4-H club officer, I must fulfill
the roles assigned to me. For the 2024-
25 4-H year, I am vice president of my
club. I have to do attendance, help out
the president when he needs it, and be
able to help out my club leader when
it is needed.

I am a 5-year member of my Peach
Blossom 4-H Club’s leadership proj-
ect group. Through this project group,
I get to help plan the monthly meet-
ings and get to learn about the yearly
topic. This year we are covering cit-
izenship. Peach Blossom 4-H Club
also holds a Camp Peach Blossom
where this year [ was the song leader.
Iwill also be the vice president for the
2024-25 year for Kent County Junior
Council.

While holding this position, I help

the other officers when they need it,
fill the president’s role when he is un-
able to make meetings, and keep track
of attendance. As a Camp Counselor
for both Kent County 4-H Day Camp
and our State 4-H Environmental
Camp, [ have held the leadership roles
of Voice, Echo, Song Leader, and
One-Voice. Through being a Voice
and Echo at both day camp and envi-
ronmental camp, [ have improved my
skills in leading a group of kids.

When I was song leader for both
camps, | was the head counselor and
had to make sure all campers and
counselors knew what they were do-
ing and where to go, and I also had
to lead camp songs. Two years ago |
was elected to be a State Ambassador
for Delaware 4-H State Teen Council.
This past July, I was elected to serve
as state president. I always looked up
to the state teen council officers when
I was younger, so I hope I can be a
role model to other 4-H’ers. I learned
a lot being a state ambassador and
hope to serve Delaware 4-H well this
upcoming year. Another leadership
role 4-H has presented me is being
able to serve as “Spark” for my people
group at Delaware 4-H State Camp.
Through this role, I helped my Voice
and Echo, other leaders of people
groups, keep the group on task, and
help lead them when my Voice and
Echo were working on other items.

I am grateful for all of the leader-
ship opportunities and friendships the
Delaware 4-H Program has provided
me and [ cannot wait to see what 4-H
has in store for the next few years!

(Ava Gallo is a member of the
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)
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Shore Good club takes on impacttul service projects

By ISABEL COCKEY

The 4-H community in Wicomico
County eagerly welcomed the forma-
tion of Shore Good, a volunteer-based
club founded by Amber Cockey, Jen
Johnson, and Tracey Yates in March
2023.

Over the past year and a half, Shore
Good has completed a variety of im-

pactful service projects, including the
following: Beach cleanups with OC
Beach Heroes; watershed cleanups
with Nanticoke Watershed Alliance;
gardening with Boundless Garden;
nature walk with Blind Industries;
both a fall cleaning and running craft
tables at Furnace Town; hauling box-
es at Maryland Food Bank; painting
the education room at Salisbury Art
Space; throwing a holiday event with

Westside Community Center; laying
pavers, landscaping, and site main-
tenance at Town Cats of Ocean City;
and painting murals, building a touch
tank, and setting up the Nature Cen-
ter at Pemberton Park. The club’s offi-
cers — President Isabel Cockey, Vice
President Claire Moreno, Secretary
Jane Johnson, and Treasurer Guinev-
ere Cockey — are dedicated to mak-
ing each meeting engaging and mean-

ingful.

Shore Good is actively seeking
new 4-H members who are passionate
about giving back to their communi-
ty. If you're interested, reach out to
Amber Cockey at ambercockey@ya-
hoo.com or connect with the club on
Instagram (@shoregood4h)

(Isabel Cockey is a 4-H member in
Wicomico Couty, Md.)

Camp ...

Continued from Page 6

a blast. Tuesday is when we finally
got to go to our classes. I had Barnes
Owl (yearbook) in the morning, and
People Group Pride (a craft) in the af-
ternoon. Both nights we had a great
council circle and many memories
were made.

Wednesday is when we had the
dance. Everything went well, we all
jammed out to all the new music this
year as well as some classics. Prior to the
dance each group performed skits based
on reality TV shows. They all worked
hard on them and they were hilarious.

Thursday is when everybody
starts to get tired. Also I got to do

my favorite camp song that we do
every Thursday, which is Boom
Chicka Boom. Friday was a big day.
Closing council circle, the volleyball
showdown between the Big Feet (our
counselors) and V’s and E’s (camp
leaders), and the famous turkey
dinner. But the main thing everyone
looks forward to is council circle.
Starting with the high council, our
ceremonial final night entrance, to
the game of Buzz, it started off great.
Each group performed their tradi-
tional songs, skits and yells. But the
ending is where tears start pouring
for many campers.

When campers get to give their
counselor thank you’s, Voices thank
people at the camp who mean a lot
to them, and the announcement of
H’s and Spirit (recognition of who
has helped make camp special that

You don’t have to look far to see
great leaders come from 4-H.

Jill Bramble,
President and CEO at
National 4-H Council

and Maryland 4-H
Alumna

¢¢ Long before my career took shape, my personal and
professional journey started in the Kennedyville Blue
Banner 4-H Club. My time in 4-H molded me into the leader
I am today and taught me the values of compassion, hard
work, and giving back to my community. Ms. Pat Hill, my
4-H leader from Kent County, was an invaluable mentor
who showed me the enduring bonds formed through
this transformative program. Today, 'm thankful for the
guidance and encouragement that empowered me to become
the person I am, reflecting the profound impact 4-H has on
individuals and its ongoing commitment to all youth.?®

Donate today to help youth continue “To Make the Best Better.”

Visit https://go.umd.edu/donate4h :
or scan the QR code to make your gift today. gt

MARYLAND 4-H
FOUNDATION
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year). All of the Voices ended up
getting an H and Carter, my brother,
got the Head H for his clear and log-
ical thinking during the week. I was
proud of him. Now after a long night,
everybody was tired but not ready for
the morning as that meant they would
be going home and camp would end.
When the morning siren rang
around six in the morning everybody
was tired. After all the cabin duties,
breakfast, and Smooth and Creamy
(a camp tradition between the coun-
selors and group leaders), everybody
got ready for their last people group
meetings. The Voices shared some
words with their groups and every-
body tried to yell louder at the other
groups. Finally, everybody gathered
in a circle in front of the flagpole. That
was our closing ceremony, the end of
camp. Everybody got their string to

keep, a collection of all the camp col-
ors, showing how we are all one big
group at camp, a memento of the year
that we can hold on to forever. I love
camp, because we make friendships
that last a lifetime and learn how to
be better people.

After camp was closed, everybody
packed up and left ready for camp to
start again next year.

This year was a roller coaster of
emotions with tears of sadness and
joy. From my brother as a Voice, and
my family experiencing it all togeth-
er, It meant the MOST to me for many
reasons. This year was the best so far,
and I can’t wait for next year.

(Reid Bradley is a member of the
Bridgeville Mustangs 4-H Club in
Sussex County, Deliv

A. CURTIS ANDREW
AUCTION, INC

Celebrating our
52nd Year!

The future of agriculture
is with our youth.
At A. Curtis Andrew
Auction, Inc.
we proudly support
the 4-H!

410-754-8826 / 410-310-1826

www.acurtisandrewauction.com
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Ignite Teen Summit offers day full of education

By NIDHISH GUPTA

I kicked off the day at the Ignite
Teen Summit with a visit to the Fire-
bird Research Farm, where we learned
how to grow plants using hydroponic
and aquaponic systems.

We were also shown how compost
is reused as a sustainable food source
for plants. After that, we attended a
workshop titled “What Will 2050
Look Like?” where we were intro-

duced to futuristic technologies like
holograms and flying cars.

Later, there was an exciting key-
note presentation by one of my fa-
vorite YouTubers, Daniel Mac, who
shared his journey to becoming a
YouTuber. I even got the chance to get
his autograph and take a selfie with
him!

Following that, another well-
known YouTuber led us in an inter-
active activity where we simulated

being on Mars. I played the role of a
blindfolded Rover, receiving naviga-
tion commands from Earth to move
left, right, or straight.

We wrapped up the day with a 3D
printing class, where we explored the
intricacies of 3D printing technology.
Overall, my experience at Ignite was
incredible.

I learned how to enhance my re-
sume and got a glimpse of what the
future might look like in 2050. This

was one of the best 4-H camps I have
attended.

One of my favorite quotes from the
event was, “The intent was to inspire
young people to continue learning
and growing, making their best ef-
forts even better through educational
experiences.”

(Nidhish Gupta, 14, is a member of
the Voyagers 4-H Club in Worcester
County)

By CARRIE CALLAWAY

The 4-H Clothing and Textile
Showcase is a contest open to all
4-H members currently enrolled
in the Clothing project or Explor-
ing 4-H project. The objectives for
the contest include: Encouraging
4-H members to learn construction
skills in order to make clothing for
themselves and others, developing
judgment and creativity in plan-
ning an attractive outfit, building
self-confidence and poise and the
ability to make the most of one’s
personal appearance, and acquir-
ing knowledge and skill in plan-
ning, presenting and participating
in a fashion show.

This event allows 4-Hers to
showcase their sewing skills, con-
sumer skills or both as they partic-
ipate in three areas of competition
— Clothing Construction, Ready to

Wear or exhibiting sewing projects
in the Sewing Contest. 4-Hers can
participate in one portion, two por-
tions or all portions of the show-
case.

Completed garments are eval-
uated according to sewing level
and according to project guide-
lines. 4-Hers also participate in
interviews with judges about the
construction and selection of their
completed garments and model
their garments in the showcase
portion of the event.

For the contest this year, I par-
ticipated in several sewing ses-
sions with my 4-H Sewing Project
leader to sew and construct a new
blouse. While sewing my garment,
I was able to choose my pattern
and fabric, cut out my pattern, sew
in a straight line, and learned how
to operate the sewing machine
much easier. I also learned how to

Clothing and Textile Showcase puts skills on display

sew sleeves in on my blouse and
bunch the sleeves. I did find sew-
ing a hook and eye on by hand a
challenge however, but I was very
happy how the blouse turned out.
As part of the competition, I par-
ticipated in interviews with two
judges on the construction and
selection of the fabric and pattern
for my blouse. I felt very confident
during the interview and was able
to answer the judge’s questions.
For my sewing efforts, I received
a blue ribbon and was named a
member of the Beginner Division
Honor Court.

I really like participating in the
4-H Clothing and Textiles Show-
case and I look forward to this
event every year.

(Carrie Callaway, 11, is a mem-
ber of the Harrington Sunshine
4-H Club in Kent County, Del.)

T was excited and ready to take on this new adventure

By FLYNN MUCHA

When [ was a Cloverbud 4-H mem-
ber, I would never have guessed that
one day I would be leading a group of
Cloverbuds. Now here I am, a proud
10-year member of the Peach Blos-
som 4-H Club, where I serve as the
Cloverbud Liaison. This role involves
helping the leader organize activities
and making sure Cloverbuds are hav-
ing fun at our monthly meetings.

With 25 Cloverbuds in my club this
year, it’s a significant responsibility to
be the Cloverbud Liaison. When my
leader appointed me to this position,
I didn’t know what to think or what
I was getting myself into. I didn’t be-
lieve in myself that I could handle all
those little kids, however, I was ex-
cited and ready to take on this new
adventure. How many of you know
what it is like to manage little kids?
Hard, right? Managing little kids can
be challenging, especially when they

are energetic and not always attentive.
This is where I came in as Clover-

bud Liaison. It was my responsibili-
ty to ensure they were engaged and
well-behaved. When the Cloverbuds
arrive to our meeting, they come to
the front, which involves leaving their
parent, which is sometimes hard for
the kids.

When I was little, I never wanted
to come to the front. I always want-
ed to stay with my mom, but my
mom dragged me up to the front. I
just wrapped myself around her and
wouldn’t let go. It was hard for me to
adjust, but after a while, I went to sit
down by myself. At the first meeting
as Cloverbud Liaison, I wasn’t sure
of myself. Should I just stand and
watch or go and greet the Cloverbuds?
Then I remembered back when I was
a Cloverbud. I decided to walk the
kids up to the front of the room and
let them pick out their carpet square.
The carpet square, which I like to
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FLYNN MUCHA

call the “Magic Carpet”, is used so
the Cloverbuds would sit in one spot,
and it also made them more comfort-
able. Then I thought about what else

I could do, so I tried to engage them
by asking about their day and encour-
aging them to talk to each other. One
memorable experience was when a
particularly energetic Cloverbud was
having a hard time, so I asked him
what his favorite superhero was. We
both shared the same favorite super-
hero. This connection helped calm
him down and enabled us to become
good friends. Through this position,
I have developed patience, improved
my leadership skills, and gained con-
fidence in working with kids of any
age. This role has opened many doors
for me, including serving as a coun-
selor at 4-H Day Camp and State 4-H
Environmental Camp. I have found
joy in working with young kids in
4-H, as there is never a dull moment.

(Flynn Mucha is a member of the
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)
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STEM club starts Sparkling L1ghts pro;ect to help homeless

By WENQING GUAN and
CAITLYN YEE

On Aug. 15, 10 members of the MoCo
Sunny STEM 4-H Club arrived at an
emergency residential home in Rockville
to serve warm dinner to people in need.

Club member Derek Jiang and volun-
teer Dr. Jiang brought some crispy fried
chicken. Club members worked with
charity organization staff together to set
up and serve a hearty meal, ensuring that
residents at the county emergency shel-
ter were well-fed and cared for. But the
club’s efforts didn’t stop at dinner. Club
members brought a large birthday cake,
ice cream, fruit, and birthday cards, a
birthday banner and balloons, transform-
ing the evening into a joyful birthday
celebration. The club members’ efforts
brought smiles and moments of hap-
piness to the residents, many of whom
are facing significant challenges in their
lives.

Montgomery County, with a popula-
tion of 1.06 million people and a median
household per capital income of $99,000,
is one of the wealthiest counties in the
United States. However, despite this af-
fluence, the number of households and
individuals experiencing homelessness
has seen a significant rise — from 581 in

2022, to 894 in 2023, representing a 54%
increase, according to county data.

Some people who are homeless rely
on shelters for support and need ongo-
ing assistance, including meal services.
To address this need, the Sunny STEM
4-H Club initiated “Sparkling Lights”,
the Diamond Clover Level 6 Commu-
nity Service Learning Project. During
the weekend, 4-H members prepared
and cooked meals to the homeless in our
community, and the club has provided
over 250 meals since 2023. When shel-
ter managers share their challenges with
us, the club also donates supplies like
boxed cereal, toothbrushes, shampoo,
body wash, laundry detergent, women’s
underwear, toilet paper, and paper tow-
els to emergency shelters. This project
supports the Montgomery County HHS
program, which works to help people ex-
periencing homelessness.

The MoCo Sunny STEM 4H Club’s
commitment to making its community a
better place shines through in these acts
of kindness. Their dedication to bringing
hope and joy to those in need is a testa-
ment to the power of community service.

(Wenging Guan and Caitlyn Yee are
members of the Montgomery County
Sunny STEM 4-H club.)

We Live It.

MoCo Sunny STEM 4-H Club members worked with charity organization staff
to set up and serve a hearty meal at an emergency residential home, part of
their Sparkling Lights service project.
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As a trusted partner in equipment and support, we're

here to help you achieve your goals. From tractors to
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Proud supporter of
4-H programs.



10

October 8, 2024, 4-H in Action

Making Hay in the show ring

By MASON HAY

I have been showing livestock for
the majority of my life. Starting at
just 3 years old, I was showing breed
sheep at the Delaware State Fair. |
then got into the market side of the
livestock industry when [ was six
years old where I started showing
market lambs and market pigs.

Each year in early spring, I travel
out west to purchase my animals for
the upcoming season. Once I get the
animals, the majority of my time is
dedicated to countless hours in the
barn. The animals get fed twice a day,
which means a lot of early mornings.
They also must be worked at least
once a day and the lambs have to get
a walk and a run on the treadmill as
their daily workout to burn fat and
build muscle.

To start our show season, we travel
around to various jackpot shows most
weekends all over the East coast to get
our animals more comfortable in the
ring before the state fair.

This past season I attended the
You Gotta Believe Livestock Camp
in April. This camp teaches showmen
of all ages all over the country how
to become better and more confident
showmen. Following the camp, my

show season went into full swing
starting the beginning of May. | went
to three shows close to home in Dela-
ware, two shows in Maryland and one
show in West Virginia.

My last show of the jackpot circuit
was in the beginning of June. I was
then able to dedicate our final hours
and weekends of hard work in the
barn the next few weeks to prepare
for our state fair, which takes place at
the end of July.

This year at the 2024 Delaware
State Fair I showed two pigs and two
market lambs. From those four an-
imals, I won Grand Champion Mar-
ket Hog, Grand Champion Market
Lamb for the second year in a row,
along with Overall Showman which I
earned for the third year in a row.

The hours spent in the barn and
the dedication it takes to learn how
to be able to exhibit each species to
the best of their ability has taken time
and many of years to get me where |
am today. This hard work will allow
me to have the ability to continue to
keep earning these accomplishments
for several years in the future.

(Mason Hay is a member of the
Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)

Store, Condition &

Improve Grain

DE: 302-238-7141/ PA: 717-432-9738 [ OH: 330-223-5750

Guan, Derek Jiang and Caitlyn Yee.

STEM team places second

By CAITLYN YEE

BALTIMORE — The Montgom-
ery County Sunny STEM 4-H Club’s
team earned second place at the 2024
Maryland Engineering Challeng-
es (MEC). The MEC is a renowned
project-based STEM competition that
encourages high school students from
across the state to delve into the fasci-
nating world of engineering.

2024 Maryland Engineering Chal-
lenge (Cargo Ship Challenge), which
spans from January to April, is de-
signed to introduce students in grades
9 to 12 to the pivotal role engineers
play in society. By connecting class-
room learning with real-world engi-
neering concepts, the MEC provides
a unique platform for students to de-
velop their comprehension and prob-
lem-solving skills.

The Montgomery County Sun-
ny STEM 4-H Club’s achievement
underscores the value of such initia-

tives. Their five members engaged in
hands-on, project-based learning that
also integrates reading, writing, and
public speaking. This science project
not only strengthens students’ STEM
abilities but also fosters teamwork,
self-confidence, and meaningful
mentor relationships with engineer-
ing professionals.

The Sunny STEM 4-H Club
demonstrated exceptional dedication,
knowledge, and skill, earning them
a well-deserved spot among the top
competitors.

The team received a plaque award,
and each member received award
certificates and Amazon gift cards,
with the prize money being generous-
ly provided by the Propeller Club of
Baltimore and the Baltimore Museum
of Industry.

(Caitlyn Yee is a member of the
Montgomery County Sunny STEM
4-H club.)

Aquaponics activity inspires

By CAMERON STRAWDERMAN

Several Allegany County 4-H
members recently participated in a
summer aquaponics activity club.
Aquaponics is a system that rais-
es fish and plants together. The fish
create waste and the waste is used
by the plants to grow and thrive.
The aquaponics program was led by
4-H educators Amy Lang and Jessi-
ca Mellon. The club was a blend be-
tween virtual and in-person meetings
that met weekly through the summer.
Members also had the privilege to
work with University of Maryland
aquaponics professors during the
virtual meetings and ask questions

about their systems. After the ini-
tial virtual meeting, members had a
chance to meet in person at their local
Extension office. On that day, 4-Hers
had an opportunity to participate in
hands-on activities such as testing pH
of water and making bracelets to help
them remember the cycle of aqua-
ponics. Participants left the activity
with a full aquaponics kit including a
ten-gallon fish tank, fish food, grow
light, $10 coupon to buy fish at a local
pet store, and much more.

(Cameron Strawderman, 13, is
a member of the Just Hoofin’ It 4-H
Horse and Pony Club in Allegany
County.)
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Exchange program pairs 4-Hers from Arizona, Delaware

Groups see state, national landmarks in 6-day trip

By JULIETTE ANGER

As a 6-year member of the Brid-
geville Mustangs 4-H Club in Sussex
County, Del., I am involved with var-
ious 4-H projects including horticul-
ture, shooting sports, foods and nutri-
tion, woodworking, and my favorite
goats.

Within 4-H, I participate in many
activities within the county. One ac-
tivity that has always been a great op-
portunity has been the Sussex County
4-H Exchange Trip Program. I have
been in the Exchange Program for
four years. Every two years, we ex-
change with a new county from a dif-
ferent state across the United States.
My first exchange experience was
with Goodhue County in Minneso-
ta. Both exchange groups had lots of
fun learning about each other’s state
history, lifestyles, and of course 4-H
programs.

This past 4-H year, the Sussex 4-H
Exchange group had several fund-
raisers including our annual Quar-
ter Auction, 4-H Apparel sale, and
Sussex County 4-H Cookbook sale.
The monies raised provided the op-
portunity to host an Exchange Group
from Mohave County, Ariz. We
spent monthly meetings planning our
schedule for six days filled with ad-
ventures to best showcase Delaware.
Throughout the trip, we visited all
three Delaware counties, as well as
Washington D.C.

June 30 arrived and it was finally
time to meet our Arizona 4-H Ex-
change partners. On our first day,
we met our new friends in Washing-
ton D.C., where we had a private bus
tour. Some of the sights we visited
were the Capitol Building, Washing-
ton Monument, World War II Memo-
rial, the White House, the Lincoln
Memorial, and the Kennedy Center.
The group learned a lot of U.S. Histo-
ry, importance of the memorials and
monuments, as well as many tradi-
tions. Day two was in Sussex Coun-
ty, Del. We showed off our awesome
beaches, which Arizona 4-Hers en-
joyed immensely. Some of the group
members had never been to a beach
before or seen the Atlantic Ocean!

That evening was spent at the Re-
hoboth Beach Boardwalk, enjoying
Funland’s rides and games, Grotto’s
pizza, Thrasher’s fries, ice cream,
shopping and a gorgeous sunset. On
the third day, we traveled to Kent
County, Del., to learn more about
Delaware’s industries and traditions.

What is more Delaware than a
chicken house? We had an informa-
tive presentation and tour of an or-
ganic chicken farm and learned Del-

aware history on a tour of The Dover
Green. We then continued to Dover
Downs International Speedway, “The
Monster Mile”. This tour provided
everyone a timeline from the tracks
beginning, information about all the
NASCAR Cup Series, and facts about
some of the famous drivers. Our dar-
ing highlight of the tour was expe-
riencing a ride around the one-mile
track with its high bank turns and
narrow straightway...in my mom’s
SUV!

We traveled upstate to New Cas-
tle County, Del. on day four. We ex-
plored Fort Delaware — “Pea Patch
Island.” We learned it was used as a
Union Prison Camp during the Civ-
il War and observed how life was
during that period. Later that day, we
toured UDairy Creamery at the Uni-
versity of Delaware and enjoyed their
homemade ice cream.

Closing the day, we ventured to an
escape room for team-building skills
and a fantastic dinner at Dead Presi-
dent’s in Wilmington!

The next day with Arizona 4-H
was Family Day, which also coincid-
ed with 4th of July. Everyone spent
quality time with their Delaware host
families that morning before attend-
ing a pool party and picnic with deli-
cious blue crabs and Delmarva fried
chicken while watching dazzling fire-
works. We loved sharing our family
traditions of food, fun, and fireworks
with our new friends!

Our last day consisted of say-
ing our goodbyes until next summer
when we will travel to Mohave Coun-
ty, Arizona! I am excited and look-
ing forward to visiting my exchange
partner, Kym, that [ have become the
best of friends with, and seeing what
adventures await us.

Through the 4-H Exchange Pro-
gram, | have made lifelong friend-
ships, experienced different ways
of life, and traveled to places I oth-
erwise would have never gotten the
opportunity to visit. This is another
advantage of being a member of 4-H
— you have friends all over the Unit-
ed States.

I credit my experiences in 4-H
with empowering me to reach my to-
tal potential in communication skills,
community service, confidence, and
compassion. The skills I continue to
learn will allow me to succeed in my
future endeavors, and the experiences
I have had will be memories that last
a lifetime, from a local 4-H event to
all the way in Arizona!

(Juliette Anger is a member of the
Bridgeville Mustangs 4-H Club in
Sussex County, Del.)

Through the 4-H Exchange Program, I have made life-
long friendships, experienced different ways of life, and
traveled to places I otherwise would have never gotten the
opportunity to Visit.

4-H youth members from Delaware and Arizona participated in the 2024 Sussex
County 4-H Exchange.

MARBIDCO .7
SUPPORTS  ix.s
MARYLAND =
4-H'ERS!

We are here for
you when taking
the next step in

your ag careers! :

MARBIDCO

MARYLAND ACGRICULTURAL & RESOURCE-BASED
INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

MARBIDCO offers the Next Generation farm
purchase and preservation program, for young
and beginning farmers.
MARBIDCO works with commercial lenders to
provide low-interest loans to agricultural
businesses seeking to grow and diversify their
operations.

Contact your local bank, farm credit office, or call us at
410-267-6807 | www.marbidco.org
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Bird feeders made in service

By NATALIE MOORE

In June, our 4-H robotics team,
the Observational Orioles met at our
local 4-H club, Frostburg Rise and
Shine Club to make bird feeders. We
were making bird feeders as our com-
munity service project. We decided to
make bird feeders to give to local el-
derly bird watchers since the 4-H Ro-
botics theme was The Birdwatchers.

Meg Roque, one of our robotics
coaches, helped our team research
what foods birds could and could
not eat. Next, we picked our favorite
foods on the list and decided to put
them on the bird feeders. After that,
we looked at different ways to make
bird feeders. When we established
what food we were going to put on
the bird feeders and what feeders we
were going to make, we started to
work with the leader of our 4-H club,
Mrs. Roque, to get a date to make
bird feeders with our club.

We decided to do it at the Frost-
burg Rise and Shine Club because
most of our team members are part of
the club. After we made our bird feed-
ers we gave them to nursing homes or
any elderly people we knew. The rea-
son that I decided to write about the

YOUR SOURCE
FOR POST-FRAME
BUILDING MATERIALS
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Natalie Moore gets help from her grand-
father in making bird feeders.

a3

bird feeders is because I enjoy 4-H ro-
botics very much. I also wrote about
4-H robotics because I feel that many
people are unaware of how many
things that you can be involved with
in 4-H.

(Natalie Moore is a 4-H member
in Allegany County, Md.)
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Rager in the ring...

o = W

L e

The first show of the season for Sophie Rager and her calf Drama was the Del-
aware 4-H Spring Dairy Expo. Sophia is a member of Peach Blossom 4-H Club
in Kent County Del. Showing dairy is something she really enjoys doing in 4-H.

i

National Conference a blast

By LIAM ABER

Recently, I attended the 4-H Na-
tional Conference as a delegate for the
Delaware 4-H Program. My Uncles
attended the National 4-H Congress
in 1999 and my brother attended it
several years ago so I knew about that
National 4-H event. However, I did
not know anything about the Nation-
al 4-H Conference when I applied to
attend. For the conference, I traveled
to Washington D.C. and stayed in Ar-
lington, Va.

I really had only met one of my
state group members once at a meet-
ing to set ground rules and explain
what we would be doing. In the car to
D.C., I met the other member of my
group. So, | was feeling a little as if |
were surrounded by strangers.

When I got to the conference, it
was even more intimidating with all
the people there. I thought this was
going to be a long few days. The first
night, we had assigned dinner seating
and that’s when I found that 2 people,
one from lowa and one from Missou-
ri, and we all shared a lot in common.
Starting with these two people and
hanging out with them and others, |
met a lot of people from all over the
country. And, many of us had a lot
in common. When I realized this, I
found the whole experience less in-
timidating and way more comfort-
able.

At the conference, you get as-
signed a roundtable with other peo-
ple, and you work on a presentation

“This conference taught
me a lot about meeting new
people, more about how to
work in a group, and how to
have fun with things that you
might not actually expect to
be fun.”

for a certain agency to have ideas
to try to fix issues. I got assigned to
Roundtable #11 Propensity for Mili-
tary Service with the Department of
Defense. There was actually a person
in my group from a Civil Air Patrol
encampment I had attended last year.

The next two days were a full sched-
ule with our round table discussions.
My group consisted of 16 people and I
made friends with all of them. For the
roundtable we split into 2 groups, one
for research and the other for slides. I
was a part of the slides group. We had
around 4 round table sessions a day,
and at first [ thought it would be bor-
ing, but I learned when you are work-
ing together with people the time is
enjoyable and goes by quickly.

The most exciting part of my round
table was that we would be presenting
in the Pentagon. When we first got to
the Pentagon, we went through secu-
rity which was very thorough. We had
to remove our belts and shoes. After

See CLUB
Page 13
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Afterschool programs provide enrichment activities

By DANIELLE H., COLIN N., and
GRACELYNNE K.
4-H Afterschool Students

The Delaware 4-H Program provides
oversight for a 4-H Afterschool Program
in the Milford School District. Funding
for this grant program is provided by
the 21st Century Community Learning
Centers that are overseen by the State
of Delaware Department of Education.
There are afterschool programs occur-
ring during the school year as well as
during the summer at Milford Central
Academy for grades 6th through 8th and
Mispillion Elementary School for grades
Ist through 5th.

The afterschool programs at both
schools are held Monday through Thurs-
day every week during the school year.
The daily program includes recreation
time, a snack, homework help, and a 4-H
enrichment activity. The program starts
immediately after the school day ends
and lasts for two hours. During the sum-
mer, a 6-week session is conducted Mon-
day through Thursday for 6 hours each
day. Academic activities are provided,
4-H enrichment activities are expanded,
and there are several opportunities for
students to participate in interesting and
fun field trips.

The students in the program like be-

ing able to learn more about the Dela-
ware 4-H program as well as the 4 H’s:
Head, Heart, Hands and Health. They
like having help to do their homework
and really enjoy the 4-H enrichment ac-
tivities that are planned each day. Arts
and Crafts are a favorite activity as they
allow everyone to express themselves,
do crafts for themselves and others, and
have fun! Students like being with their
friends and being able to do things to-
gether.

They like new activities and enjoy the
experiences they are having in the pro-
gram. They especially like doing things
by hand such as woodworking and enjoy
making things to use. Recreation time
is also fun and playing games like four-
square is something they look forward
to since it is so much fun. Students also
really like being able to make exhibits to
be entered in the 4-H Department at the
Delaware State Fair.

The students feel the afterschool is
really important for them. They feel the
program teaches them life lessons that
helps prepare them for the future, gives
them the opportunity to learn, provides
support for their school work and home-
work, and allows them to make new
friends. We are very lucky to have these
programs and look forward to doing and
learning more in the future.

The afterschool programs at two schools in the Milford School District are held
Monday through Thursday every week during the school year. The daily pro-
gram includes recreation time, a snack, homework help, and a 4-H enrichment
activity. The program starts immediately after the school day ends and lasts
for two hours. Academic activities are provided, 4-H enrichment activities are
expanded, and there are several opportunities for students to participate in
interesting and fun field trips.

Leasing ...

Continued from Front Page

than my dad, at the fair, and I didn’t
realize that cows that were a little
smaller could be shown. When I first
walked up to her, she was a little skit-
tish, staying close to the other cows
in the pen. However, I would try so
hard to win her over, during the many
times that we would go to the farm to
practice walking. By the end of the
year, | didn’t want to get a new cow,
I loved Buttercup so much. But with
a New year came new experiences,
and I would have a new cow to show,
Blush.

By now, I knew a little bit more of
what to expect — the hard work show-
ing cows required, and how much ef-
fort is put in during show days. I also

found some tips to keep my show ring
clothes clean and white!

Blush was a bit different than
Buttercup - she was a little smaller,
but also more stubborn. If she didn’t
want to do something, she would do
the opposite of what I wanted her to.
I had dealt with my fair share of this
last year with Buttercup, but it was a
little harder with Blush. During one
of my dairy shows, she even tried to
flop down in the ring, but I managed
to keep her on her feet. Needless to
say, she wasn’t my favorite cow, but
I did learn some valuable lessons of
keeping my cool in the ring.

My most recent dairy year was
absolutely my most memorable one,
with my favorite cow. I was assigned
Norma, a Brown Swiss cow. There
are only a few Brown Swiss cows at
the dairy farm, and if you get a Brown
Swiss cow for the year it’s a big deal.

I was super excited to meet her,

and Norma was so cute! She was
okay with being walked, so long as
I stopped to pet her every now and
then. She didn’t get wild and ram-
bunctious, like Buttercup or Blush,
who were both Jerseys. She would
just stand still. She was very sweet,
and I wish I could have shown her for
another year.

This year would also be the year
that Mrs. Stephanie, one of the dairy
farm owners, would start pushing for
raw milk legalization in Delaware.

For those who may not know, milk
sold in grocery stores is pasteurized
milk. This type of milk is heated to
161 degrees F, then cooled to kill off
certain bacteria. However, it also will
kill off good bacteria, which is gut-
healthy and has many benefits. There
had been declines in the Delaware
dairy industry, and Mrs. Stephanie
knew that if another option of raw
milk could be legalized for selling,

it could help boost income to dairy
farms and maybe bring some back. It
was a long, hard battle with a lot of
effort put in. In July, we finally got
the news: The bill passed and would
be signed into law by the Governor.
We were all so proud of all the work
the Knutsens had put in, and there
was even an ice cream party at the
fair for everyone who supported the
bill.

While showing dairy cows may
not be for everyone, it’s taught me a
lot about hard work, giving it your all,
and keeping your calm in high-pres-
sure situations. The Knutsens have
taught me so much, and I appreciate
how much effort they put in to make
sure all the 4-H club dairy members
have a positive experience.

(Maggie Wieber is a member of
the Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)

Club ...

Continued from Page 12

waiting a little, we were taken to the
conference room. We had 4 escorts
surrounding us: front, sides, and be-
hind us. We walked through the vis-
itor’s entrance at the center, which
was cool. The center had a Building

in the middle, and it was like a park.
We then walked to the other side, and
went to the conference room. There
was a panel of four people listening to
our presentation, two of whom were
active U.S. Army Officers. Our es-
corts stood at the wall. Our presenta-
tion went well, and we got good com-
ments from the review board.

After the presentation, we left the
Pentagon and went to a career fair.
This career fair had representatives

from everything from the Smithso-
nian to the CIA talking about differ-
ent internships they have available.
That was pretty much the end of our
work activities for the conference.
Our trip was not all work as we did
have time to socialize, see museums
and travel around D.C.

This conference taught me a lot
about meeting new people, more
about how to work in a group, and
how to have fun with things that you

might not actually expect to be fun. |
had a great time, learned things about
the military, met a lot of new people,
and made some friends with whom I
will probably remain in contact for
many years in the future. The Na-
tional 4-H Conference was definitely
a 4-H memorable experience for me!

(Liam Aber is a member of the
Holy Angels 4-H Club, in New Castle
County, Del.)
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Wicomico Home Arts Club delights in crafts cats

By OLIVIA SZCZURKO

Each month, the Wicomico Coun-
ty Home Arts Club meets to create
a new craft. Throughout the years,
the club has made a variety of crafts,
from pinecone succulents to clothes-
pin figures (a club favorite). Crafts
were also made for the holiday sea-
sons, including a 4th of July candle,
a Grinch or snowman candle, and an
Easter themed yarn basket. Not only
were these crafts fun to make, but
they can also be used as decorations
around the house, whether it’s hung
up on the wall or set on the dining ta-
ble. Our leader, Mrs. Gladys Brook-
man, also made sure that the crafts
that were made could be entered into
one of the categories in the 4-H sec-
tion of the county fair, so everyone in
the club had plenty of entries.

Along with making crafts, this
club also participated in a small com-
munity service event. The members

Allegany robotics team wins

of the Home Arts club helped take
care of the cats at a nearby Petsmart
and raise money for the animals.

In preparation for this event, the
Home Arts club created small, crin-
kly stuffed toys that pet owners could
take and play with their animal(s).
This event had three major benefits:
the cats got a lot of time to play with
humans, money was raised for the
animals, and the members of the club
had a fabulous time petting the fluffy,
cute cats.

This event also helped the mem-
bers work on their social skills, when
talking to strangers about the Home
Arts Club or anything cat related.
Overall, the Wicomico County Home
Arts Club is a fantastic place to make
crafts, spend time with friends, and
even get to pet adorable cats!

(Olivia Szczurka, 15, is a member
of the Home Arts 4-H Club in Wicom-
ico County.)

The Calvary Christian Academy robotics team based out of Cresaptown, Md.,
consisted of Edward Buser, Elijah Toner, Zefora Marquina, and Bobby Madero.

Several members of the Home Arts club, holding their Q-tip flower creations.
This craft was led by one of the members of the club, Brecken Hurd.

second state championship

By EDWARD BUSER

On the morning of Aug. 25, the
Calvary Christian Academy robotics
team arrived at the State Fair for its
second State Robotics Championship.
The team, based out of Cresaptown,
Md., consisted of Edward Buser,
Elijah Toner, Zefora Marquina, and
Bobby Madero. They were among
six teams competing in the junior di-
vision of the finals of the Maryland
State 4-H Lego Robotics Challenge.

Their first presentation was at 9:45
a.m. They presented their robot’s de-
sign, attachments, code, and missions.
Then they had a break, so they played
games and visited the fair and enjoyed
seeing many of the state’s animals on
display at the fair. At 12:30 p.m., they
presented their service project, and
told a panel of judges about how they
crafted homemade bird feeders for
the birds of Western Maryland.

In the afternoon, each participating
team would play the robot game three

times. First, the team practiced its ro-
bot missions on practice boards and
adjusted their code. At around 1 p.m.,
the robot games began. The robot
game consisted of nine bird-themed
missions that required manipulating
Lego pieces and models. The Calva-
ry attempted to complete 8 of the 9
missions and beat their personal high
score with 175 points during their
first round. During the competition,
another team from Harford County
set the high score in the state with 210
points. However, Calvary tied them
on their last run with 210 points.

To close the contest, judges cal-
culated the overall score based on
the results of the robotics games and
judging of the service and technical
projects. They called the teams to re-
ceive their awards, and Calvary was
the final team called and were award-
ed their second State Championship
in a row!

(Edward Buser is a member of Al-
legany County 4-H.)

Families join in learning activities during Bee Night

By LUCY SHERRIER

On June 10, the Sherrier Family
hosted a bee night at their house for
the Paws and Claws Cub of Harford
County, Md. Six families attend-
ed. The Sherrier Family was chosen
to host this event by their 4-H club
leader Ms. Lisa Andrews, because
the daughter and father, Lucy and
George, are both beekeepers.

There were many activities held
that evening. The main activity was

painting three bee boxes that were
given to the club. These boxes were
auctioned off at the Eastern Apicul-
tural Society Conference in August.
The money raised from selling the bee
boxes will go to the Paws and Claws
Club. The boxes were painted with a
honeycomb and 4-H theme. The sec-
ond activity was teaching the chil-
dren about the differences between
Honeybees and Mason bees. Club
leader Andrews then taught the chil-
dren how to create Mason bee hotels.

The bee hotels were constructed from
recycled Gatorade bottles and rolled
paper. Lastly, the third activity was
touring the Sherriers’ bee shed. The
club members learned about different
beekeeping equipment and how hon-
ey is extracted from the comb. Many
members took turns wearing Lucy’s
half suit and inspected the hives with
George. Others toured the bee garden
which includes wildflowers, pump-
kins, squash and blackberries. They
also visited the Sherriers’ chickens

and explored their vegetable garden.
The evening concluded with
snacks and free play on the trampo-
line and swing set. Overall, this was
a successful and exciting event for the
Paws and Claws Club. The children
and adults learned interesting infor-
mation about beekeeping, painted bee
boxes, and constructed bee hotels.

(Lucy Sherrier, 12, is a member of
the Paws and Claws 4-H Club in Har-
Jford County, Md.)
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Team eclipses last year’s experience at state event

By ANNA WHITE

This year’s theme for the Mary-
land state robotics competition was
Maryland Birds. There are 3 parts to
the competition. We had to conduct a
technical presentation, prepare a ser-
vice project and presentation, and do
the robotics tasks.

Our team consisted of Jorydn
Railsback, Rylee Case, Samantha
Morrow, Klara Case, Gavin Calrin,
Anna White, Kolton Railsback, and
Evah Case. Half of our team compet-
ed last year and half were brand new
members.

We had areally good time this year,
maybe even better than last year! Our
team, The Bay Brigade Bird Edition,
placed l1st in the Senior Category.

We chose to do our service proj-
ect at Kinder Farm Park. We set up
an information booth at the park and
worked with the rangers. We educat-
ed the public with various bird facts,
like “Ravens are really large crows
and crows live on every continent
except for Antarctica.” We handed
out flyers on how to feed the birds
and build bird houses. We gave away
window clings, so that birds can see
them on windows and won’t fly into
the window.

We spoke about Lights Out Bal-

Aquaponics club great for science

By SYLVY KOCH

When my mom told me about
the aquaponics club, I was so
excited. I was already in a 4-H
leadership club and a 4-H horse
club which are both super fun. At
the time [ had had a guppy tank up
and running for several years, so
by then I knew about aquariums
and loved them.

This was a great club for kids
who like science. Here are some
things I learned in the aquaponics
club. Aquaponics is a system with
a fish tank and a tub of plants. In
aquaponics, bacteria break the fish
waste down into nutrients. The
plants use those nutrients, so they
don’t need soil. In some systems,
you eat both the plants and the
fish. In my system the fish are

“My aquaponics system is doing well,”
goldfish to my tank, and I'm growing basil and mint.”

timore that is an organization that
works to rescue injured birds and en-
courages the public to turn out unnec-
essary lights during migration season.

During the event, we presented to
the judges a tech talk. It was a closed
room meeting to discuss the hows,
whys, and coding of our robot. [ can’t
disclose much, because it was top se-
cret!

We started building our robot in
June and working on programming
the missions. We tried out several
body styles before we landed on Bud-
dy Junior. Buddy Junior had three
wheels and was slanted. This gave
our team the ability to maneuver well
for high and low obstacles and easily
add attachments. Our team worked
well on coding the missions and we
were able to figure out just about all
of them.

Our team went on a field trip to
our sponsor’s office, Realm One. We
told them what we worked on and
they offered feedback. We practiced
our skit and tech talk. They present-
ed us with our t-shirts. We shared our
ideas and drawings and the graphic
designer turned them into our won-
derful t-shirts! We got to play games
and have snacks as well. It was sen-
sational!

At the competition, we got to do

said Sylvy Koch. “l recently added a

The Bay Brigade Bird Edition robotics team consisted of Jorydn Railsback, Rylee
Case, Samantha Morrow, Klara Case, Gavin Calrin, Anna White, Kolton Railsback,
and Evah Case. Half of our team competed last year and half were brand new mem-
bers.

our skit for the judges. Our skit had a
reporter, Peregrine Falcon, interview
the team of super heroes who protect,
defend, help and save our Maryland
Birds! We had so much fun.

[ highly recommend joining a team

next year or coming out to watch the
competition.

(Anna White is a member of the
Friendship Outdoor Skills Club in
Anne Arundel County, Md.)
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‘4-H was a big
breakthrough’

By CHARLOTTE CARROLL

I am in Goat Club, and it’s my first year.
My goats weren’t ready to show yet, so I
did an indoor photography unit instead. I
took four pictures, one was called Passing
View, another Old House, Pretty House,
Sky Dreams, and Riding Glory. I couldn’t
wait until the judging finished. When it fi-
nally did, I raced in and saw that one of my
pictures (Riding Glory) had won first place!
Old House, Pretty House got third, and the
other two got participation. I was amazed!
I had never gotten first in anything before!
It felt great! When I took them home, I put
them up on a cabinet where everyone could
see them. 4-H was a big breakthrough for
me. | encourage anyone who loves animals,
or just likes to take pictures, make place set-

pets, and we eat the plants.
When 1 first got the fish, the
water had no nutrients. We used a
chemical test kit to see how much
ammonia, nitrite and nitrate was
in the water. We also tested the
pH. As time went on and I added
more fish, the nutrients grew and
grew. Soon I could put the plants

in. | entered a display about my
aquaponics project in the Allegany
County Fair and won first place.

My aquaponics system is doing
well. I recently added a goldfish to
my tank, and I’'m growing basil
and mint.

I loved this 4-H project. It gave
me a new opportunity. I thought

this was a very fun experience. |
hope there is an aquaponics club
next year, so other kids can do it
too.

(Sylvy Koch, 11, is a student at
Braddock Middle School and is a
member of the 4-H Aquaponics
Club in Allegany County, Md.)

tings, or grow things, I would advise 4-H.
For anyone over eighteen who likes to do
that kind of stuff, there is an Open class. So
again, if you have the time in your schedule,
I would join 4-H.

(Charlotte Carroll, 10, is a junior 4-H
member in Queen Anne’s County, Md.)




16 October 8, 2024, 4-H in Action

Del. State Fair an ‘amazing time’
filled with activities, competitions

By LILLIE BRADLEY

I had an amazing time this year at the
Delaware State Fair. Surprisingly, my time
at the fair started before it even began!

I dropped off my entries for the 4-H
building and helped set up the building
by constructing the displays and stapling
paper to them so that all of the amazing
entries that 4-Hers across Delaware made
could be displayed beautifully.

Throughout the fair, I was able to see
a ton of familiar faces, some that I hadn’t
seen since last year, which is why the fair is
so special to me. I was able to be a hostess
at the 4-H building twice; one time with
my cousin and the other with one of my
friends.

I participated in the 4-H Demonstration
Contest with my cousin, Ella, and we won
first place and the premium award for our
demonstration entitled “Napkin Folding
2.0

We demonstrated how to properly fold
napkins for different events. I also was able
to participate in the 4-H Wood Science and
Clothing Judging Contests at the fair.

I placed 7th in Wood Science and 11th

in Clothing.

I had a blast learning about them and
being able to express my knowledge about
these specific categories.

While I spent the majority of my time in
the 4-H building, I also got to walk around
the fair and enjoy everything it had to offer
like livestock, the marketplace, and even
enjoy fundraising contests like The Pig
Kissing Contest.

I also got to work the Delaware Farm
Bureau Booth with the Sussex County 4-H
Leaders. On the last day of the fair, we had
our annual 4-H awards ceremony where |
won The Future Blue Hen Award for my
participation in 4-H throughout the fair.

After the fair had ended, I helped take
down the 4-H building which included tak-
ing down the displays and sorting through
all of the 4-H entries.

It was great to see it through from the
set up to the take-down. Overall, I had an
amazing time at the State Fair and made
many new memories all thanks to 4-H!

(Lillie Bradley is a member of the
Bridgeville Mustangs 4-H Club in Sussex
County, Del.)
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Lillie Bradley and Ella Marquez teamed up as 4-H Demonstration Con-
test Winners at the 2024 Delaware State Fair.

generation of farmers in Maryland,
Maryland Farm Bureau is fighting to keep agriculture profitable
for young farmers by advocating on their behalf in government.
Support us by becoming a member: members.mdfarmbureau.com
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4-H Influencers:

An interview with Maryland
State Fair 4-H Flower Depart-
ment Superintendents Glenn
and Theresa Shortall and 4-H

volunteer Joey Shortall

By CAITLYN YEE

Q. Mr. Shortall, It was very nice
to meet you and your family at the
fair entry day. Please share your role
within the 4-H program at the 2024
Maryland State Fair and your pri-
mary responsibilities at the indoor
exhibition building.

A. Mr. Glenn Shortall introduced
himself as superintendent, having
worked in the 4-H Horticulture De-
partment for the Maryland State Fair
for 12 years. He stated that as the su-
perintendent of the Horticulture De-
partment at the 4-H indoor exhibition
building, the primary responsibilities
would likely include organizing and
overseeing exhibits, which manage
the setup, display, and arrangement
of horticulture exhibits to ensure
they meet the fair’s standards. His
role also includes assigning space for
different types of plants, flowers, and
other horticultural entries.

Mr. and Mrs. Shortall manage and
receive participant entries, ensuring
they are properly labeled and cate-
gorized. Superintendents oversee the
horticulture judging process, ensur-
ing that it is conducted fairly and im-
partially according to the State Fair’s
established criteria. Their expertise
is crucial in upholding the integrity
and high standards of the horticulture
competition. Mr. Shortall’s responsi-
bilities ensure that the 4-H horticul-
ture section of the Maryland State
Fair is a well-organized, educational,
and enjoyable experience for all par-
ticipants and visitors.

Q. How did you become involved
with 4-H, and what motivated you to
volunteer or work in this capacity?

A. Mr. Shortall mentioned that he
joined 4-H at 15 in 1965.

Mrs. Theresa Shortall shared that
she became a member of 4-H in 1958
when she was nine years old.

Mr. and Mrs. Shortall both are
graduates of the University of Mary-
land, College Park. Over the years,
both have taken on various roles,
including University of Maryland
Extension Agents, University of
Maryland Extension 4-H volunteers,
county 4-H program leaders, county
horticulture competition judges, and
horticulture business owners, among
others. Within the 4-H community,
Mr. and Mrs. Shortall have found
great joy in helping youth and other
volunteers learn and grow through
4-H programs. In particular, Mr.
Shortall has coached the Cecil Coun-
ty Horticulture Judging team to win

Montgomery County 4-Her Caitlyn Yee, standing left, joins longtime 4-H volun-
teers, Glenn Shortall, standing right, Theresa Shortall and Joey Shortall at the
Maryland State Fair.

multiple state and national awards.
These successes have inspired and
encouraged many 4-H members to
pursue college degrees and find their
passion in related industries.

His motivation to volunteer and
work in this capacity comes from
his positive experiences in 4-H and
the personal connections he made
through the program. In fact, he met
his beautiful wife, Theresa, through
4-H activities over 40 years ago
when they were both volunteering.
These experiences have inspired him
to continue giving back to the organi-
zation that has played such a signifi-
cant role in his life while also inspir-
ing the next generation of leaders in
horticulture and community service.

Not only were Mr. and Mrs. Shor-
tall actively involved with the 4-H
programs, but their dedication also
inspired their family members. Their
sister, brother-in-law, and their son,
Mr. Joey Shortall, have all engaged
as volunteers with the 4-H program,
as well as with the county and Mary-
land State Fairs.

Mr. Joey Shortall joined 4-H at
the age of seven. Joey shared that
he grew up in a supportive family
environment surrounded by vibrant
flowers and plants. He enjoyed read-
ing his mom’s horticulture books and
appreciated the nurturing atmosphere
that fostered his love for horticulture.
By the time he was 16, he had earned
the National Award for Artistic
Arrangement at the National Junior
Horticulture Association Convention

for his “Glorious Gardens” flower
display. Additionally, he received
other National Awards showcasing
his expertise in identifying over 200
plant species in a very short time. He
observed how his parents positively
contributed to 4-H and the commu-
nity. Inspired by their example, he
followed in their footsteps by volun-
teering as a judge for Horticulture
programs, as well as contributing to
4-H programs. Even after graduating
from the University of Maryland,
College Park, and working as a
music educator, he likes to share his
knowledge and experience to help
the 4-H’ers to learn and to grow. He
continues to stay actively involved in
the 4-H community.

Q. What do you enjoy most about
your role, and what aspects do you
find most rewarding?

A. Mr. and Mrs. Shortall enjoy the
opportunity to educate 4-H’ers and
young people interested in flowers
and plants. They share their pas-
sion for horticulture and help them
develop their skills and knowledge.
They find it most rewarding to see
the growth and achievements of the
4-H members they mentor, especially
when they excel in competitions and
pursue their interests further.

Q. Do you have any memorable
experiences or stories from your time
volunteering or working here that
you would like to share?

A. Mr. Glen Shortall shared a
memorable experience of witnessing
the excitement on the faces of kids

The Shortall family's volunteer legacy

during horticulture judging at Cecil
County. He fondly recalled his role
as a dedicated program leader and
coach for the Cecil County Horti-
culture Judging team, where he not
only led and coached but also re-
cruited additional coaches for each
specialized area of the event, such as
ornamental plants, fruits, and veg-
etables. Under their leadership and
guidance, the team grew significantly
from just two to over 25 kids and
actively contributed to local, state,
and national horticulture programs
for many years.

Mrs. Theresa Shortall reflected on
the incredible support she observed
from the community for the 4-H
programs, which she found deeply
inspiring and rewarding.

Q. What advice would you give to
someone interested in volunteering
or working in a role similar to yours?

A. Mrs. Shortall advises anyone
interested in volunteering or work-
ing in the 4-H program to start by
getting involved in local 4-H activ-
ities and events to understand the
organization’s values and goals.
Building relationships with other
volunteers and staff members is key,
as it provides valuable support and
learning opportunities. She empha-
sizes the importance of being patient,
organized, and willing to learn, as
working with youth and managing
events requires careful planning and
adaptability. She also recommends
finding a specific area of interest, like
horticulture, and gaining expertise
in that field to effectively mentor and
inspire young participants. Above all,
Mr. and Mrs. Shortall suggest em-
bracing the experience with an open
heart and a genuine desire to help
youth learn and grow, as these roles
are deeply rewarding and impactful.

Q. What advice would you give
to 4-H members about the life skills
they should learn that will benefit
their future?

A. Mrs. Shortall suggested that
learning horticulture can signifi-
cantly enhance daily life by mak-
ing it more colorful, beautiful, and
enjoyable. She believes these skills
not only promote a connection with
nature but also foster patience, re-
sponsibility, and creativity. Addition-
ally, she emphasized the importance
of developing strong public speaking
skills. Regardless of the career path
one chooses, effective communica-
tion is essential for success. Whether
educating others, delivering job
reports, or collaborating with col-
leagues, communicating clearly and
confidently is invaluable.

Q. How do you think 4-H members
volunteering at the 4-H indoor exhi-

See LEGACY
Page 18
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World, 4-H much clearer with new glasses

By CHANCE WRIGHT

Have you ever lost your glasses? |
have and it’s embarrassing when you
find them sitting on your nose after
you searched everywhere. I felt like I
was blind but then I could see.

I'm 10 years old and a 5-year mem-
ber of the Peach Blossom 4-H club.
This was the introduction to my pub-
lic speech this year. I chose the topic
of getting new glasses because it was
a big moment in my life.

As I started fourth grade, I strug-
gled to see the board. My eye doctor

confirmed that I needed eyeglasses.
Once [ got them, I was amazed at
how many things I couldn’t see be-
fore. Then I started wondering what
else I’ve been missing.

As a Cloverbud, I was blind to
4-H. I was shy and didn’t like our
large club meetings. As I got older, |
started to enjoy projects such as sheep
and archery. I’ve worked hard on my
showmanship skills while showing
market lambs and my new glasses
helped me improve my archery shot.
My woodworking project is a hobby
I enjoy with my dad while my hor-

ticulture project is time well spent
with my mom in my garden and at my
grandparent’s produce business.

Let me ask you, “What are you
blind to?” Perhaps a new pair of glass-
es or lens could help you see better.
My view changed by giving 4-H an
honest chance. I was blind but now I
see. The answer was right in front of
my eyes all along.

(Chance Wright is a member of
the Peach Blossom 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)

‘You learn so much’ in Wood Science Contest

By GABRIELLE FLETCHER

Have you ever wondered what it is like to participate in

the 4-H Wood Science Judging Contest? Or to be able to go
to the Delaware State Fair and do the State judging level after
placing in top 10 for the county judging level? Well, thanks
to Delaware 4-H and my dad helping me study and supervis-
ing me as [ am building all of my woodworking projects for
the State Fair, I was able to do what I love and do both. I love
to help my dad build things for our house and this is what
created the interest in me to do the Wood Science Judging
Contest in my county. | started competing in this judging
contest in the 2021-22 4-H year and have done it every 4-H
year since then. I enjoy it and like learning new things that
have to do with woodworking.

Before [ was able to participate in the State Wood Science
Judging Contest, I had to compete at the county level. I used
the training guide to prepare and study and learned about
different types of woods that are used, how to identify dif-
ferent woodworking tools, fasteners, and joints, safety mea-
sures to follow when doing woodworking, and woodworking
glossary terms. I also developed skills to judge woodworking
items for workmanship.

At the county contest, I placed fourth in 2022 and have
placed first for the last two years. This allowed me to com-
pete at the state level contest each year. My hard work in pre-
paring for this contest allowed me to place in the state level
contest all three years earning ninth place in 2022, fourth
place in 2023, and in 2024, I placed second overall.

One of the advantages of doing the 4-H Wood Science
Judging Contest is that you learn so much about woodwork-
ing. I strongly encourage everyone to give it a try by studying
the material, do the best that you can, and believe in yourself!

(Gabrielle Fletcher is a member of the Harrington Sun-

shine 4-H Club in Kent County Del.)

Gabrielle Fletcher said she loves helping her dad build
things, which created the interest to do the Wood Science
Judging Contest in Kent county.

Legacy ...
Continued from Page 17

bition building helps them to grow?
A. Mrs. Shortall believes volun-
teering at the 4-H indoor exhibition
building offers valuable opportu-
nities for personal and profession-
al growth. It helps 4-H members
develop important skills such as

leadership, organization, and time
management. Collaborating with
other volunteers also fosters strong
communication and teamwork
abilities, which are crucial for any
career. Additionally, the hands-on
experience can boost 4-H members’
confidence and enhance their public
speaking skills, which are essential
for their future success.

Q. What impact do you believe
your work has on the 4-H program
and its participants?

A. They believe that although
4-H has agriculture as its heart, it
has evolved to incorporate so many
different aspects and projects such as
public speaking, robotics, leadership
development, and fine arts. In judging
and promoting horticulture and interest
in flowers they would be able to help
youth explore and find new interests.

(Caitlyn Yee is a member of the
Montgomery County Sunny STEM
4-H club.)

Morgan Rostein participates in many
4-H activities, but said she likes raising
and showing goats the most.

Hard work
pays off in
show ring

By MORGAN ROSTIEN

I have been a member of 4-H for
four years and I enjoy being in the
Westville 4-H Club. I participate in
many 4-H activities, but the thing I
like the most is raising and showing
goats. | have shown at the Delaware
State Fair, many local county 4-H
fairs, and I show in the Mid-Atlantic
Buckle Series.

By being in 4-H and being involved
in showing livestock, I have learned
and accomplished many things. I can
tell you that from the first day that |
walked into the show ring to now, |
have improved and gained confidence
in myself. I remember the first day |
walked in the show ring. [ was so ner-
vous I couldn’t even set up my goat
correctly.

But I kept working at it and learn-
ing. Hard work and determination
does pay off as I finally won my first
Grand Champion ribbon in 2022
at the Delaware State Fair. I was so
proud of myself and realized that I
could go anywhere and do a good job
at whatever I chose.

(Morgan Rostien is a member of
the Westville 4-H Club in Kent Coun-
ty, Del.)
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State 4-H Camp ‘by far’ the favorite of year’s activities

By EPHRAIM YOUREK

Another 4-H year went by way too
fast! [ participated in many 4-H activ-
ities, but by far my favorite was Dela-
ware 4-H State Camp.

At camp, we do many activities,
like shooting archery, spending time
with friends, and having a nightly
council circle or campfire.

State camp is a weeklong over-
night camp that is the best camp ever.
Every year I count down from months
to weeks, to days waiting for the mo-
ment to hop on a bus and head over

to Camp Barnes. | have made many
friends at state camp, many who I'm
sure will be lifelong friends. This
year | was a third-year camper, and I
am a part of the Thunderbirds People
Group.

There are 4 people groups, Moon
and Stars, Thunderbirds, Bears, and
Turtles. There is also a fifth group that
is made up of counselors, and they are
called Bigfeet.

On Monday I arrived at camp and
found my cabin. I set up my blankets
and went outside to see my friends. On
Monday night, New Voices, or leaders

of our groups were chosen, along with
Echoes who are the “Vice-leaders” of
our people group.

On Tuesday it was First Year night
at council circle so all of the first year
campers went up on the first row of
benches. Usually, they sit on the back
benches. On Wednesday we had a
dance and a camp alumni member
was our DJ. He played the best songs,
and at the end, there was a slow dance.

On Thursday, there was talent
night, so each group chose one of
their people to do a talent challenge,
and the other groups tried to replicate

it. In the turtles, their talent was a
first-year camper auctioneering.

On Friday we did our last night tra-
ditions, and sadly watched the week
come to an end. Saturday morning we
got up bright and early and packed up,
ready to go back home.

State camp is an awesome experi-
ence and I cannot wait until next year
to attend again!

(Ephraim Yourek is a member of
the STEAMrollers 4-H Club in Kent
County, Del.)

TALBOT GOES PURPLE

Stand up against supstance apuse

Talbot County Sheriff's Office | Tidewater Rotary

For the last couple of years, Talbot County 4-Her Jack Chapple has volunteered to
operate the Dime Pitch at the county fairs. “I consider myself a Dime Pitch Expert,”

he says.

Diamond Clover goes purple

EASTON, Md. — Jack Chapple,
a junior at Easton High School and
a member of the Talbot County 4-H
Skipjacks Club in Easton, Md., is in
the process of completing his Lev-
el Six Diamond Clover 4-H project
— “Tackling Drug and Alcohol Ed-
ucation and Awareness.” Jack has
teamed up with two local organiza-
tions, Talbot Goes Purple and Grace
Street Recovery, which are promoting
substance abuse awareness and also
working with the addiction and recov-
ery community.

This summer, Jack completed a
portion of his project for Talbot Goes
Purple. He created a game that can
be used safely at county fairs, school
events, and other educational activi-
ties about substance abuse. The Drug
Information Roulette Wheel portion
of his project included working with
his father to design the game, re-
searching drug and alcohol informa-
tion, and raising funds for materials

through community donations and
outreach. The game was first used at
Easton’s National Night Out in Au-
gust 2024 and even got a mention on
WBAL-TV 11’s website.

Jack has really enjoyed working
on his project and said, “I learned so
much about substance abuse, treat-
ment, and recovery. | also learned a
lot about myself.” He added, “This
project opened my eyes to real-world
issues that affect many families.”
Through his work, Jack discovered
the complexities of addiction, noting,
“I got to dive into the science behind
it, understand its psychological and
social impacts, and explore different
recovery methods.” Jack said he will
continue to stay active in educating
his peers and children about the dan-
gers of drug and alcohol use.

(Jack Chapple is a member of the
Talbot County 4-H Skipjacks Club in
Talbot County, Md.)
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Members of the Hollymount 4-H Club in Sussex County Delaware look forward to
providing community service hours annually to help maintain Conley’s Chapel

Cemetery in Lewes, Del.

Club cleans up cemetery

By KEIRA FLETCHER

Sussex County, Delaware’s Hol-
lymount 4-H Club has been partners
with Conley’s Chapel in Lewes and,
for several years, has helped out by
cleaning its cemetery.

This cemetery clean-up occurs
twice a year — prior to winter hol-
idays, and again in springtime. The
club picks up any old, faded or tar-
nished decorations, with respect to
the families. Participants also help
out by cleaning up anything resem-
bling trash and tidying up memorials.

In the winter this is done to pay re-
spects to the families by preparing the
cemetery for the holiday season and
the colder months ahead. Likewise, in
the spring, club members make room
for fresh flowers as well as new dec-
oration and color to be brought into
the space.

During the spring cleaning, 4-H
members also replace flags on veter-

ans’ graves. This part is always a fa-
vorite for the club members because
they get to go around and acknowl-
edge all of the many veterans of Con-
ley’s Cemetery, learning about each
one of their stories in the process. It’s
incredible how many people dedicat-
ed their lives to serve, some even dat-
ing back to the Civil War.

This beautiful, small cemetery is
hundreds of years old, and holds more
than 250 gravestones, each with their
own story to tell.

There is so much to learn, simply
by acknowledging those that have
passed. Although the Hollymount
4-H Club members are helping out by
participating in this cemetery clean-
up, they are getting just as much out
of it by serving the community.

(Keira Fletcher is a member of
the Hollymount 4-H Club in Sussex
County Del.)
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Exchange program with Montana 4-H ‘awesome’

By WESTON WILLIAMS

When meeting new people, some-
times people’s first instinct is to notice
how they differ from themselves, and
sometimes, they see differences as a
bad thing; but sometimes, these differ-
ences help us appreciate how you do
not need to be the same to get along.

In 2023, I traveled to Montana as
part of a Delaware 4-H Kent County
4-H Exchange program. We had host-
ed youth from this state the summer
before, and got to know the people we
would be staying with. Now that it was
our turn to travel, it was an exciting
adventure for us. While it has been
just over a year since then, I can still
remember some of the exciting things
we did together, and certainly remem-
ber the awesome people who showed
us around their home state.

One of the first things we did after
getting settled in was having some fun
together at a local lake. While I myself
did not get in because I did not want
to get too cold, it was a nice chance to

relax and see how everyone got along
together. The next day, we got a tour
of a local fish hatchery, which was
awesome to see. We even got to feed
some of the fish and see how every-
thing worked up close. After that, we
got to see a wind farm that provided
clean power to the surrounding area.
The next day, we took a long drive to
Yellowstone Park. This was my second
time there, but it was just as beautiful
as the first. We stayed at an amazing
cabin that night, but not before we got
the chance to see an amazing rodeo
performance. As a photographer, I got
some really good pictures, and it was a
really exciting experience.

The next day, we went back into
Yellowstone and saw Old Faithful
erupt. It was really cool to see all the
natural wonders that the park has to of-
fer. We also saw the Grand Prismatic
Hot Springs, which were really beau-
tiful.

As cool as Yellowstone Park was,
it is important to remember that Mon-
tana holds much more than just that.

The next day we went whitewater
rafting. This was a good chance to get
even closer to the wonderful people
that were hosting us, as we had to work
together to help steer the boat.

That night, we saw pig races, where
pigs were let out of their cages and
raced to food on the other side of the
track. I Just want to mention that this
was done in a very humane way and
that the pigs raced solely of their own
volition, and the pigs placing had no
effect on how they were treated.

The next day, we went to the air-
port, and on the flight home we had a
chance to reflect on what we had done
on the trip.

It was awesome to see all the activi-
ties the people in Montana could enjoy,
and I encourage everyone in 4-H to
enroll in their local exchange program,
if possible, to have this same great ex-
perience.

(Weston Williams is a member of
the Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club in
Kent County, Del.)

4-H members from Delaware 4-H
and Montana 4-H gather at Rock
Creek Vista Point during the 4-H Ex-
change Program.

Morenos ‘United We Grow’ project to aid racers a success

By GUINEVERE COCKEY

Ever since she was young, Claire
Moreno of Wicomico County 4-H has
volunteered to help at races for people
of different abilities.

“Watching them for so many years
is part of what inspired me to start
running,” she said.

Now a senior in high school, Claire

runs as a wingman with TEAM 360
— the non-profit organization that
holds the races — as often as she can.
Naturally, Claire chose to use her
Diamond Clover Level 6 project to do
even more for TEAM 360. The goal
of Claire’s project — named “United
We Grow” — was to fundraise for
one new jogger chair which allows the
wingman to push the athletes.

Claire set to work writing letters
and emails and giving presentations
to local civic groups, foundations,
and businesses.

Claire even applied for a few
grants. She went to events with two
trifold posters spoke about how the
community “can be made more wel-
coming and accessible.”

After only seven months of fund-

raising, Claire made enough money
to buy not only one, but four jog-
gers.

Claire has not only exceeded her
goal but also made it possible for four
more athletes and wingmen to experi-
ence something special.

(Guinevere Cockey is a 4-H mem-
ber in Wicomico Couty, Md.)

Ready to move up in contest

By AUSTIN COVERDALE

WOW! All these years of practice,
determination and hard work have
paid off. 1 have participated in the
Delaware 4-H Compact Lawn Tractor
Driving Contest for the past six years.

This contest requires me to identi-
fy parts of a mower, answer questions
about safety, troubleshooting issues
of a mower, and to drive a compact
lawn tractor on a course. Some parts
I have needed to know are the muf-
fler, tire tube, and oil filter. The safe-
ty questions are related to pre-riding/
mowing, height of grass, and about
mower oil. The mower troubleshoot-
ing issues could be identifying a flat
tire, seeing something lodged in the
deck, a gas cap missing, and any other
issue you might see when looking at
the lawn mower.

Shew! After completing all these
sections of the contest, I now move
on to driving the lawn tractor on

the course. While driving, I had to
weave in and out of blocks set up on
the course, drive around a half cir-
cle curve which is like the edge of a
flower bed, drive between two sets of
cones until you reach the block which
simulates something in the grass
while you are mowing, stop, continue
on and pull up to the flag, and back
into an area which simulates a shed.
Once in this area, you must put the
mower in park and throw your hands
up to signal you are finished.

My preparation and hard work
definitely paid off this year as I placed
third in this 4-H contest at the Del-
aware State Fair! Now that [ am 14
years old, I am excited to be able to
try the 4-H Tractor Driving Contest
next year with the big tractor. I cannot
wait!

(Austin Coverdale is a member of
the Westville 4-H Club in Kent Coun-
ty, Del.)
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pact Lawn Tractor Driving Contest at the Delaware State Fair.
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Jacob Burrows, a Kent County 4-H Peach
Blossom Club member, participated in
the 2024 Dairy Show at the Delaware
State Fair. He is involved in several 4-H
project areas, but said working with his
cow is his favorite activity.

Westville 4-H Club member Gracie
Satterfield works on her club’s Coun-
ty Trim-A-Tree project, one of many
projects 4-H offers that she looks
forward to each year.
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Renewable
Energy fora
Suitable

During the 2024 Delaware State Fair, Matthew Johnson of the Country Clovers 4-H
Club in Sussex County, participated in the Conservation Box exhibit that is sponsored
by the Delaware Association of Conservation Districts. The theme this year was “Re-
newable Energy for a Suitable Future. “| decorated my display box with information
about solar power and wind power,” Johnson said. “I explained how both types of
energy work and how they can be beneficial. Inside my box | had a model of a house
with solar panels and | had two different types of wind turbines for wind energy. |
received 3rd place for my display for my age division. | enjoyed making my display
and look forward to next year.”

Kaitlyn Johnson, member of the Country Clovers 4-H Club in Sussex County, partic-
ipated in the Delaware 4-H State Tractor Driving Contest this year held during the
Delaware State Fair. This was her 2nd year to do his event and she placed 2nd in the
Senior division.

Cypress Hands and Hearts 4-H Club in Sussex County, Del., enjoys finding ways to
volunteer in their community to make a difference. They do a lot of different commu-
nity service projects as a 4-H club for various people and organizations. The service
project included shopping as a group for their Adopt a Family Program and they
made Chemo Care bags to help individuals going through difficult times with cancer.
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Atthe Delaware 4-H Mllltary Youth Day Camp, youth got to experience many different
activities. The campers discovered facts about agriculture and animals that work with
agriculture. In this photo, you can see the campers are in the henhouse collecting eggs
and sorting them out into cartons. The campers got to see and pet chickens while also
learning about different types of chickens and the types of eggs they lay. While 4-H
may have learning involved, we like to do hands-on activities so what the campers
learn sticks with them as they get older.

Submitted by Adriona O’Neal, New Castle County Camp Counselor Club member
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Carleigh Campbell and her 4-H friends in the Westville 4-H Club
in Kent County, Del., visit Dover Place Assisted Living monthly. In
December, they shared treats room-to-room, spreading a little
Christmas spirit and cheer to the residents.

During the recent Kent County Delaware 4-H Junior
Leader Retreat to prepare for Younger Member Week-
end, Kent County 4-H Junior Council and Westville 4-H
Club member Carter Benini, left, participated in a ser-
vice-learning activity for the SPCA. 4-H members made
dog toys from old t-shirts for dogs at the SPCA.
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Tyler Bell of the Midstate 4-H Club shows his market goat project
at the Delaware State Fair. He has been showing goats for five
years and worked very hard by feeding and exercising his goat,

“Small Block” regularly.

At the 4-H Counselor Training Camp in New Castle County, Del., Counselors in Train-
ing learned how to effectively teach concepts and skills to campers. In this case, us-
ing visual and auditory cues, Manav Suresh, C-3 4-H Club, demonstrates the basics
of how to create a paper airplane by showing step-by-step folding techniques while
verbally explaining the process, ensuring the campers understood both through ob-
servation and listening.

Emma Patrick par-
ticipated in the Kent
County 4-H Clothing
Showcase Contest. This
is her 4th year partic-
ipating in this event.
She is a member of the
Harrington  Sunshine
4-H Club. When she
first started sewing, she
thought it was going to
be very easy. But as she
continued to sew and
use different fabrics,
she learned that not
all fabrics are easy to
sew on. She encourages
more people to learn to
sew and participate in
the 4-H Clothing Show-
case. She also entered
her garment in the 4-H
Department at the Del-
awatre State Fair.

Kaya Kriner, 16, a member of the
Carroll County 4-H Dog Club,
won first place and Champion
in Rally and Obedience with her
dog Koko at this year Carroll
County 4-H/FFA Fair.

Westville 4-H Club member Jayden Hutson
presents her demonstration at the Delaware
State Fair on Harry’s Forever Home. Harry is
Hutson’s mom’s classroom rabbit that her fam-
ily takes care of on weekends, holidays and in
the summer. Hutson won a blue ribbon and the
premium for my demonstration.

Frederick Patrick of the Harrington Sun-
shine 4-H Club in Kent County makes
crafts that he can enter in the Delaware
State Fair 4-H Department. He said he
really enjoys making different crafts as
it keeps him busy and allows him to be
creative.

Jamie Rowland, age 13, is a member
of the Harrington Sunshine 4-H Club.
He competed in two intermediate divi-
sions at the 2024 Delaware State Fair
State 4-H Archery competition. Jamie
placed first in recurve and fifth in bare-
bow. He has been participating in the
4-H archery project for over 5 years and
greatly enjoys it.
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Lyla Hughes, Peach Blos
Kent County Del., shows her pig Buddy at the Del-
aware State Fair. This is one of her favorite activi-
ties to do in 4-H each year.

Hadleigh Gissy, 4-H member in the Peach Blos-
som 4-H club in Kent County, Del., is partici-
pating in the 4-H shooting sports project for
her second year. She enjoys shooting her com-
pound bow at home and in 4-H shooting sports

contests.

At New Castle County Cloverbud Day Camp, camp-
ers participated in many different classes including
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math).
In this class, they made paper airplanes, experiment-
ed with the egg drop challenge, and made bubbles.
Photo submitted by Brogan Raughley Delaware 4-H
member, Camp Counselor Club, Porter Gang 4-H
Club, and State Teen Council Representative.
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Evan Callaway, 9, a member of the Harrington Sunshine 4-H
Club in Kent County, Del., participates in the 4-H State Com-
pact Lawn Tractor Driving Contest at The Delaware State
Fair. This was his second year in this event and he said he felt
more confident driving the course and was able to identify
more equipment parts this year. He looks forward to partici-
pating in this 4-H contest each year.

Kent County 4-H Peach Blossom member Lil-
lian Burrows learns how to wash her cow in
preparation for the Delaware 4-H Cow Camp.
She has participated in the camp for two years
and says it is a great learning experience.

Emily Willey, a
9-year old mem-
ber of the Har-
rington Sunshine
4-H Club, partici-

3l pates in the Kent
| County Delaware
| 4-H

Favorite
Foods Contest.
She was the win-
ner of the Begin-
ner-Dessert cat-
egory. She baked
a Cinnamon Roll
Bundt Cake. “I
was so excited to
enter this contest
with one of my
favorite cakes to
bake!” Emily said,
adding she is al-
ready looking for
recipes to enter in
the contest again
next year.
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12 year-old Savanna Starke, member of the Harrington Sunshine 4-H
Club in Kent County Delaware, participated in the “Wreaths Across
America” program with her 4-H club. She and her sister enjoyed putting
wreaths on the graves at Barrett’s Chapel Cemetery for all the service
members. She especially cherished being able to put a wreath on her
great grandfather’s grave site, too.

o, TR -

James Patrick from Harrington Sunshine
4-H Club in Kent County, Del.,, is working
on the club’s litter barrel for the Kent Coun-
ty 4-H community service contest. The club
decorated the barrel to be put by the Har-
rington Police Station hoping people would
put trash in it and not litter on the ground.
The litter barrel’s theme was “Spring into Ac-
tion - Don't Litter.” James really enjoys doing
different activities for his community.

Kenedy Barrett, president of Westville 4-H Club in
Kent County Del., helps paint the club’s yearly Litter
Barrel project. She said this event is one of her favor-
ite projects in 4-H and appears around earth day ev-
ery year. The project helps to promote anti-pollution
and influence ways to better our world!
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The Carroll County 4-H and FFA Fair
held it’s Small Engine Contest and
Lawn Tractor Contest on Friday, July
26. The Senior division, top photo,
from left, is Lucas Barnett, Cham-
pion in lawn tractor, fourth in small
engine; Mich Krispin, Champion in
small engine and fourth in lawn trac-
tor; Gavin Kidwell, Reserve Cham-
pion in Lawn tractor and third in
small engine; Jacob Braun, Reserve
Champion in small engine and third
inlawn tractor; with Superintendent
Jason Ridinger.
The Intermediate division, middle
photo, from left is Superintendent
Jason Ridinger; Trent Rill, Champion
in small engine and Reserve Cham-
pion in lawn tractor; Hope Ridinger,
fourth in small engine and third in
lawn tractor; Logan Barnett, Re-
serve Champion in small engine and
fourth in lawn tractor and seated on
the Lawn Tractor is Philomena Daley,
third in small engine and Champion
in lawn tractor.
The Junior division, bottom photo,
from left, is Bentley Hill, Reserve
Champion in small engine and
lawn tractor; Lorelai Barnett, fifth in
small engine and sixth in lawn trac-
tor; Luke Brower, third in small en-
gine and fifth in lawn tractor; Lane
Nichols, sixth in small engine and
eighth in lawn tractor; Laney Mae
Barnett, fourth in small engine and
third in lawn tractor; Calvin Deluca,
Champion in small engine and lawn
tractor; Luke Daley, seventh in small
engine and fourth in lawn tractor
and Superintendent, Jason Ridinger
All of the Champion and Reserve
Champion wooden box awards were
donated by Chesapeake Chapter
of the American Society of Safety
Professionals.

Photos courtesy Sandy Ridinger

stained it. He displayed it at the Dela-
ware State Fair. In addition to practic-
ing his skills at home, Bell completes
projects with his local club and helps

others to build projects to enter into the

state fair.

Bryson Bell from the Midstate 4-H Club
works on a woodworking toolbox that
he designed and built from pallets and
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6-year old Cloverbud member of the
Westville 4-H Club in Kent County, Del.,
Kainer Willey, said he loves taking care of
his goats and being able to show them at
the Delaware State Fair. Baby goats are
his favorite.

On Sept. 8, the Talbot Skipjacks 4-H Club members met early in the
morning to run a virtual 5K to support Ducks Unlimited. Skipjacks
members have been working on a Waterfowl Project this year that has
included volunteering for the Waterfowl Festival Building in preparation
for new areas for storage, promoting waterfowl conservation on our
Eastern Shore and learning about organizations like Duck Unlimited
and what they do for waterfowl efforts throughout our nation. “l was
happy to run the 5K for such a good cause, | was glad | joined Easton
High School’s Cross Country Track Team this year, it made the run a little
easier for me,” said McKenna Brach, left, Each member received a year’s
subscription from Ducks Unlimited, a sports tee and a 2024 DU DASH
medal displaying the Pintail Duck in flight.

4-H members showing senior Polish does at the 67th Annual Garrett County Fair
in Mchenry, Md., on July 29, and the place they received are from left, Erica Mag-
er-6th, Noah Whiteside-1st, Bristal Ketterman-4th, Maddox Gordon-2nd, and
Derek Cosner-5th. The judge was Kim Cayton and at the score table are Brenda
Skipper and Caroline Zimmerman.

Photo by Ava E. Cosner, Hopper’s Club co-photographer.



