
What Happened to Insect 
Pests in 2023?
David Owens and Morgan Malone



Miscellaneous



Product Updates
• Lorsban back for asparagus and strawberry?
• Vantacor eVo
• MyIPM App for Vegetables available for tomatoes and cucurbits
• Photo compendium



Sweet Corn



25 injured ears out of 
1,200



Trapping Comparison



Trapping Comparison

• Generally, wire cone traps more 
efficient, especially with low 
populations
• Scentry traps affordable, but more 

difficult to deploy and maintain
• Hercon and Scentry lures seem to be 

more reliable – based omultiple
trapping locations (Brian Nault lead)



Sweet Corn and Foul Weather

• What to do when this chases your sprayer?



Sweet Corn 2023 “Rain Trial”



• 7 applications August 16-
Sept 3
• Harvest Sept 7
• Next year will run again 

with just Besiege. 0
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Do Some Pyrethroids Work Better?

• 2023: Hero = Brigade > 
Lambda-Cy ≥ Warrior II
• Pyrethroid efficacy quite low 
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Bt Sweet Corn Changes

• 60 sites, 3 Canadian provinces and 25 states
• Attribute I, Attribute II, Performance
• Sentinel plots (UMD) : Vip traited sweet corn = clean
• Handy Bt Trait Table for Sweet Corn

Galen Dively



Cucurbits



Striped Cucumber Beetle: What Happened?

• Collected beetles from 
several locations
• Treated watermelons in 

field, 40 GPA



Why Are They Still Here?

• Appear to be having 
widespread, poor pyrethroid 
performance
• Does not mean that this is 

true of the entire mid-
Atlantic region
• A cautionary note will be in 

the 2024/2025 Vegetable 
Guide
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Chemigation Can Help IF Done Properly

• Product per 1,000 row ft drip
• Essentially the whole acreage 

concentrated into the drip
• NOT a banded application



Is The Problem An Opportunity?

• A threshold application reduce 
insecticide sprays 1-7x, increased 
pollinator visits 60%, yielded 49% more 
melons
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Pyrethroids Flare Up Mites



Tomatoes

• Corn Earworm is the most important pest in mid/late August – end of 
September
• Greatest threat is to blooming crops
• Use high pressure, high gallonage
• Do not rely on pyrethroids



• What happens when tomatoes bloom in 
mid-August
• Harvested 4 times, 5,000 tomatoes
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Tomato 2023 CEW

• Possible Plinazolin suppression. 
Trial was not for  stink bug, and 
quite likely that a stink bug 
material would perform better 
with 4 applications. BUT to 
have a very good worm 
product also get SB’s is 
interesting 



Melon Aphid Outbreak 2022
• Know your aphids
• Yellow = Melon aphids
• Green = Corn leaf aphid or Green peach 

aphid
• Straw color and Round = Parasitized
• Dark Green with Red Bum = BCOA



Aphid Control in Sweet Corn

• Sivanto Prime and Transform with 7 day 
PHI
• Assail 2.1 – 2.9 oz, 1 day PHI; labeled for 

up to 5.3 oz for sap beetles, PHI = 7 d
• Assail + Bifenthrin premixes available

0

500

1000

1500

2000

UTC Assail Low Assail High Lannate Sivanto

Aphids per Leaf

PRE 3 DAT 5 DAT



Got Other Aphids?



Surveys 

• Insect Trapping Survey – SWEET CORN GROWERS PLEASE FILL OUT

• Extension Outreach Survey  
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