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An overview of SafeAssign

e compare student’s text against databases to detect matches
e produce “originality report”:
o the percentage of matching text compared to the student’s
whole writing
o thelocated and highlighted matching blocks of text



A "High” matching score: deserve a “plagiarism” penalty?

e T e o TR e e S T S T P S e e MAJOR ASSIGNMEN...
her experiences with her mother trying to communicate with native English speakers in Word Count: 1,571 56%
her English, and her experiences in her young life, especially when she was in school. Attachment ID: 231887862

Tan’s first supporting move pertains to her mother and how she used a certain
“English” with her daughter that became an English of intimacy in Tan’s eyes. @) Tan Citations (6/6)

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, « Select Sources & Resubmit £

nature of the talk was about my writing, my life, and my book, The Joy Luck Club. The @ nttps:/brightkite.com/ess... e

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ o Another student's paper L0
the whole talk sound wrong. My mother was in the room. @) And it was perhaps the '
------- R e Y e YR U e i S S S e S e L I e T SR e http://www.olypen.com/p... p
first time she had heard me give a lengthy speech, using. € forms of English I did not >
use at home with my mother.” (1). While using a more sophisticated form of English @ Another student's paper: ... o)
with her mother present, Tan realized that she was using a totally different English than @ Another student's paper: ... P2
the English she used with her mother. In this instance, Tan found that she wasn’t bound .
@ Another student's paper ©

by one English, and that because she had a background with both Englishes, she was
not at the disadvantage that those who only spoke native, fully embodied English were
when talking to her mother. Tan then goes on to discuss another instance where she

noticed this change in English occur while she was out with her mother and husband in
the following paragraph: €) “We were talking about the price of new and used furniture




Utilize SafeAssign Report

e Numerical/percentage score
o High matching score#Plagiarism
o Low matching score#No Issue

e Matching text
o afurtherreview



Why a further review of matching text?

e falsewarning
e increase students’ learning and success
® re-examine plagiarism
o factors other than immorality: language proficiency (e.g. Campbell
1990; Shi 2004), cultures (e.g. Howard 1995; Pennycook 1996),
disciplines (e.g. Hyland 1999)
o learningissues vs. unethical activities
m Howard (2000): fraud, insufficient citation, and excessive
repetition/patch writing



Interpret matching from SafeAssign

Patterns of matching

Possible pedagogical strategies

a. Chunk quote: constant paragraph-long quote

- Guide them through what quote to pick

b. Insufficient citation: failure to mark quotations, *failure to
acknowledge sources, no parenthetical citation, incorrect
spelling of author’s name, etc.

Remind them to improve study habits, e.g. add parenthetical citation, spell
author’s name correctly, etc.
Equip students with language devices needed for source idea attribution

c. Excessive repetition: appropriating some of the source’s
sentences, words, phrases and patching them, exactly or
slightly modified, into one’s own writing

- Allow students to grow academically if these appropriated words are difficult
concepts or special terminologies

Reinforce the difference between quote & paraphrase as well as how to
paraphrase

d. Fraud: copying other students’ work

Help students to enhance reading comprehension skills, critical reading skills,
language proficiency such as in vocabularies/syntactic structures

Increase their awareness of importance of academic honesty and of western
academic citation conventions

e. Nodraft revision: barely any revisions made from a prior
draft

Require one-on-one conference
- Clarify draft feedback




A. Chunk quote:

““““““““ e e e MAJOR ASSIGNMEN...
her experiences with her mother trying to communicate with native English speakers in Word Count: 1,571 56%
her English, and her experiences in her young life, especially when she was in school. Attachment 1D:231887862
Tan’s first supporting move pertains to her mother and how she used a certain
“English” with her daughter that became an English of intimacy in Tan’s eyes. @) Tan Citations (6/6)
+ Select Sources & Resubmit £
o https://brightkite.com/ess... p
e Another student's paper p
o http://www.olypen.com/p... ©
o Another student's paper: ... p
with her mother present, Tan realized that she was using a totally different English than @ Another student's paper: ... ©
the English she used with her mother. In this instance, Tan found that she wasn’t bound e
Another student's paper
by one English, and that because she had a background with both Englishes, she was Rep L

not at the disadvantage that those who only spoke native, fully embodied English were
when talking to her mother. Tan then goes on to discuss another instance where she
noticed this change in English occur while she was out with her mother and husband in
the following paragraph: o “We were talking about the price of new and used furniture

and 1 heard myself saying this: "Not waste money that way." is)i&’i{li'sban "" ' d was '&{iﬁ'{is' =

"Not waste money that way.'




B. Insufficient citation

Adichie talks about such as her experience about single story, one of the example is her
own writing story. She start with her own writing experience in order to show that the
single stories limit her writing. Adichis talks about she read books from an early age,
and she trusted those content of books. @) She states that “Because all I had read were

Suspected Entry: 93% match

Source - Another student's paper: Author: Nat...

Uploaded A1 2.docx

She states that “Because all | had read were
books in which characters were foreign, | had
become convinced that books by their very nature
had to have foreigners in them and had to be
about things with which | could not personally
identify” (Audichis 2)

Because all | had read were books in which
characters were foreign, | had become convinced
that books by their very nature had to have
foreigners in them and had to be about things
with which | could not personally identify

Word Count: 901
Attachment ID: 202973864

Citations (7/7)
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claim by providing an explanation for how endangered languages are being saved today

through the use of technology. The author explains that a team of scholars, headed by
Aleksey Shklyaev translated the movie Apocalypto and added subtitles in Udmurt. Q
Roughly 350,000 in the world people speak Udmurt, as it is specific to eastern Russia.

Suspected Entry: 62% match

Uploaded - Submission_Text.html

Roughly 350,000 in the world people speak
Udmurt, as it is specific to eastern Russia

Source - https://www.theatlantic.com/internati...

Korean television with Basque subtitlesViki About
350,000 people in the world speak Udmurt, a
language native to eastern Russia

Shklyaev and his team work religiously to try and keep the language of Udmurt alive;

not only do they translate movies and TV shows, but they create new words in Udmurt
to keep the language up to date. The author of this article then goes on to explain how

Submission_Text.html

Word Count: 606
Attachment ID: 227099648

Citations (3/3)
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C. Excessive Repetition/Patchwriting

v

migrants in Australia. @) During their interviews, the authors have founded that food

Suspected Entry: 67% match

Source - ProQuest Document

Uploaded - MA 1 1st draft.docx

During their interviews, the authors have founded
that food more generally has become a useful
medium for bridging cultures and social bonding

There was also evidence that food more generally
was also a useful medium for bridging cultures
and social bonding




Humphrys article fits into “technology destroys language communication” perspective,
because the author ultimately believes that texting is wrecking language

communication.

Humphrys illustrates how abbreviations, ambiguity of text messages are changing the
way of language communication. The author argues that “they are destroying our
punctuation; @) savaging our sentences; @) raping our vocabulary” (Humphrys 3). €

Suspected Entry: 62% match

Uploaded - AB.docx

According to Humphrys, texting is most

dangerous for young people as they will come to
dominate and written language may end up as a
series of ridiculous emoticons and everchanging
abbreviations

Source - Another student's paper

Humphrys states, “Our written language may end
up as a series of ridiculous emoticons and
everchanging abbreviations.” Even how we write
emails have changed

AB.docx

Word Count: 480 28%
Attachment ID: 185572501

Citations (4/4)
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The problem

Students turn in incomplete or cursory homework, especially
in my 100 and 200-level writing courses.



R A A

Solution: R&R Policy

I grade homework assignments as pass/ fail.
Work turned in on time & meeting the assignment criteria earns full credit.
Work turned in late earns no credit.

Work that is turned in on time but failing to meet the reqs earns no
credit. However, if a student sees me in office hours or by
appointment within a week of receiving the grade, we will discuss
what is missing from the assignmentand how to revise. Students that
then revise the work by deadline have the chance to earn full credit.



Nancy Sommers

“a key finding is that constructive criticism, more than
encouraging praise, often pushes students forward with their
writing; constructive criticism more than praise reveals
instructors' investments in their students' untapped potential....
The surprise was watching so many students make great leaps
in their writing development after receiving what they identified

as tough and honest assessment of their work.”

“Across the Drafts”



Fall 2018 Office Hour Visit Reason (Number of visits = 69; total students taught = 35)

quiz retake
4.3%

homewark fail

RE&R major paper
34.8%

conferance

5.8%
general class questions

8.7%

42.0%




Managing R&R logistics

. : ATTEMPT 1 _
1. Write global feedback in the 11/8/18 5:56 PM 26.00/40
comment box and share the
y GRADE BY RUBRIC
rubric.

ABIB RUBRIC Used for Grading

FEEDBACK TO LEARNER

IR | scc 2 good start here, but important
elements are missing. | recommend meeting with me to
set up a revise and resubmit plan. =ALT

o[- A

[ Add Notes

Cancel Save Draft m



Managing R&R logisticals

2. Add my notes on major

revision needs in the grade notes
section.

GRADING MOTES - PRIVATE

. Add connecting paragraphs to each annotation.
2. Add counter argument

3. Alphabetize the 4 authors in perspective.

4. Change "product camp” to leisure reader camp in
perspective overview.

o[%- A



Managing R&R logistics

Safedssign ~ 80% owverall match

3. In the student R&R meeting:
GRADE BY RUBRIC
- Review notes Wlth Studeﬂt ARG ANALYSIS RUBRIC | FALL 2018 Used for Grading

- Hear student’s concerns, _
FEEDEACK TO LEARNER

questions, and plans
RE&R plan

Due Thursday Now. 1, by 11:59 PM

- Together write R&R plan
Revision Goals: take your solid interpretation and
understanding of the article and make it eggy for a

- T add to the feedback box reader to understand. Give the paper a professional
format to match the professional thinking.

along with the revision due
date.

Hevision steps:

1. rework body paragraphs so that the the evidence
and inference work within them supports the topic
sentence. See notes within essay for pointers on how
and where to revise.

2. Add work cited page in MLA format




Managing R&R logistics

Tracked deadlines with a 365 shared calendar event, programmed with
multiple email reminders to the student and me.

> November 25 - December 1, 2018 v Day Work week Week
Calendar FYE Program
25 Sunday 26 Monday 27 Tuesday 28 Wednesday 29 Thursday 30 Friday
4 Nov 22 Thanksgiving Re B : 4+1Lletterof R Work at home 7= | Abib R&R redo (D Work at home o  I-Search R&R due {-
R&R Abib due {‘- I -tters due R&R Abib due {C-) Virtual Writing Grou o Reader’s Philosophy dre
101-12 LArts 217 (o 10112 = 101-12 LArts 217 o
Enl-10TM | e e Defining Enl BA Thesis Portfolio Mt 22

Hours

L



Managing R&R logistics

. GRADE
Students uploaded the revised 3 LAST GRADED ATTEMPT 4 ¢ 38.0010

paper to the same assignment link.

ATTEMPT 2 (LATE)
111418 12:36 PM - 38.00 /40
1 1071 Attempt 1
To revise, I called up the original Attempt 1 7.00 SR
submission, cut and pasted the K

Attempt 2 38.00
114418 12:36 PM

revision note into the new paper’s
grading note section, and re-
graded based on what we
discussed.

[




Thank you

And Questions? Comments?



Alexis Teagarden

Director of First-Year English

Department of English

New Approaches to Teaching and Learning Conference
UMass Dartmouth

18 January 2019

The Revise & Resubmit Model for Teaching
College Writing

Panel: Teaching Writing as a Process

My talk today describes how the arcane academic publishing model improved active
learning and expanded access in my First-Year English class, and also made grading
student papers a delight. If this suggests I’'m dabbling in alchemy, fear not. It’s more
like hacking. That is, I managed the logistics of the R&R model by twisting some
features of myCourses and our Office 365 calendar, especially as these details began
to snowball.

But I'm getting ahead of myself, and foreshadowing that the story I'm telling is as
much about plans for the future as it is glories of the past. Let me start with the
problem—students turning incomplete or cursory homework, especially in my 100
and 200-level writing courses. I regularly assign low-stakes writing work in these
classes, to scaffold students toward the major class essays. But the work turned in
often varied in thoroughness, which led to spend lot of time trying to comment my
way out of poorly done work or hand out completion credit just to catch up. Neither
solution served students well.

So I decided to implement a pass/fail approach to low-stakes writing, with the
addition of a revise & resubmit option for failed work. My syllabus described the
policy as

1 grade homework assignments as pass/ fail.

o Work turned in on time and meeting the assignment criteria earns full credit.

o Work turned in late earns no credit.

o Work that is turned in on time but does not meet the requirements earns no credit. However, if a student
sees me in office hours or by appointment within a full week of receiving the grade, we will discuss what is
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missing from the assignment and how to revise. Students that then revise the work by deadline have the
chance to earn full credit.

By requiring a meeting, I eliminated the need to make comments on low-stake work
and instead shifted that time and attention to a one-on-one meeting, where I could
speak directly with the student, learn what caused the homework issue, and then
immediately guide its resolution.

I was a little worried. Strict is not always a good look for student evaluations. But

Nancy Sommers’s (2000) extensive study of student response to feedback found
a key finding is that constructive criticism, more than enconraging praise, often pushes students forward with
their writing constructive criticism more than praise reveals instructors' investments in their students'
untapped potential. ... The surprise was watching so many students make great leaps in their writing
development after recezving what they identified as tough and honest assessment of their work.

My 100 and 200-level classes fell inline with Sommers’s findings. When students
turned in poor or incomplete work, I scored it an F on myCourses and noted the
student should set up a meeting with me. By and large the student did so and
tollowing the meeting, turned in better work. Occasionally I went through several
rounds, with work getting better each iteration.

Also important was how simple this made grading student homework. For successful
work, I pointed out areas of particular strength and said carry on. For incomplete
work, I cut-and-pasted my meeting request. I focused on what was good rather than
what was poor. Homework grading took far less time and far less energy. Meeting
with students about revising their work was also pleasant—they were motivated to
improve their grade and so focused on what went wrong and what to do next.

By the time the first major paper deadline showed up in 101 class, the R&R model
was so ingrained, students asked how it would apply to major papers. And so I
extended it to the larger essays. This further improved my grading: I no longer had to
agonize over whether a thesis statement deserved 0 or 2 points because maybe it sort
of gestured to an argument. I scored the zero and recommended the student meet
with me for an R&R. And then I set the week deadline; students could follow up or
not.

If you have struggled with grading student writing in the past, I suggest considering
this R&R approach. It hold students accountable, making it easy to quickly return
grades, and creates space to work one-on-one with students who need the help and
are motivated to seek it out. It also increases motivation; an F in the grade has a way
of getting attention, especially when there’s a means to fix it.
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It eased grading, but as more and more students took me up on R&R work, managing
the meetings and rolling revision deadlines became an issue. To solve this I turned to
our campus tech tools, myCourses and the calendar.

For major essays, I found an imperfect way of tracking R&R work using the
comments and grading notes features, as well as the assignment setting “unlimited
submissions”. My process was this

1. Write global feedback in the comment box and share the rubric.

2. Add my notes on major revision needs in the grade notes section.

3. In the student R&R meeting, I reviewed those notes with the student,
and together we wrote up a full R&R plan, which I added to the
teedback box along with the revision due date.

4. To increase the deadline tracking, I also set up a 365 shared calendar
note and programmed in multiple email reminders to the student and
me. This was necessary to track the scattered deadlines.

5. Students then uploaded the revised paper to the same assignment link.
To revise, I called up the original submission, cut and pasted the revision
note into the new paper’s grading note section, and regraded based on
what we discussed. This is an inelegant hack—I’m looking for a better
way to thread feedback across assignments.

Scheduling the R&R meetings also grew more time-consuming as more and more
students wanted them. I’'m testing out the Calendly ap this semester, which syncs to
my 365 calendar and allows people to click a link and make an appointment based on
time I am available. Then the meeting appears on both our calendars.

Overall, the R&R process led to better student work, since students were more likely
to turn in successful minor assighments and to revise their major essays. This
minimized grading agony and dramatically improved my feedback turn-around time.
But eventually the logistics of running 15 or so R&R processes required a logistical
system. MyCourses and the Office Calendar provide some clunky solutions, new apps
might be out there to streamline the process.

So I encourage anyone who agonizes over grading to consider implementing an R&R
policy, either for low or high stakes assignments. Doing so can make grading much
more efficient and enjoyable, allowing you to spend time working with students
motivated to improve their work. But I also suggest putting in place a tracking system
tor both review comments and rolling deadlines. MyCourses and our campus calendar
system can work, but my initial solutions were clunky.
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