A quick-start screenshot guide to Illlustrator

Created by Madison Mack and Anne Robinson in association with
InPrint: A Scientific Editing Network at Washington University in St. Louis



Let's start something new.

Start with your own document settings, pre-formatted
explore some of our helpful t and starter files.

YOUR RECENT ITEMS (1¢

[Custom]

You must also choose the color space of
your document BEFORE you start. For
online/screen only, CMYK will give more
vibrant colors. However, for most print
productions it must be RGB.

S Here choose the
size of your page
and orientation

CMYK Color

More . ttings




Automation -

v . DoCemest Setup Pre‘erences S

® Untithed-1° @ 72% (RCE/CH rrwm)

P Acions

Basic tools for stroke, fill, and brush settings Search adobe help L Customize

B Ubraries Artboard

Default cursor - click here if you get lost ¥V D ceomens toolbars

00 Wariables
Appeararne

T Asset Export

This is your artboard.

Only content within this fp—
area will be printed or Artboards
exported.

Here you can modify items
you create with the left-
hand tools, like colors and
effects.

These buttons allow
you to navigate
different components
of your vector graphic,
like layers, artboards,
and assets

This toolbar provides

different ‘cursors’
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lllustrator CC File Edit Object Type Select Effect View Window Help o boxX @14% [J {t) 2 o)

B = 4 ()  Automation v

No Selection . v Stroke: _ 1lpt v mv LR LN ~  Opacity:  100% > Style .v Document Setup Preferences
X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

| Untitied-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

L]

Actions

Links
) Libraries

Document Info

el Do

Variables
Q ): Appearance

Asset Export
Artboards
Layers

Artboard 1
1 o Artboards

) FRANONHYS P Y
|l

1 Artboard

This is where you
can see and adjust
your artboard
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X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Makes text

Makes lines or arcs

Rounded Rectangle Tool Layers  Artboards
Ellipse Tool L
Polygon Tool

1 Artboard 1

Star Tool

o® Flare Tool

Common premade
shapes 1 Antboard

Rotate/flip
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B DG
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Actions

Links

Libraries

Document Info

Variables

: Appearance

Asset Export

Layers

Artboards
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Rectangle
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lllustrator CC  File Edit Effect View Window Help

moa- oy
.v ‘-‘ Stroke:  1pt

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Make a square with the object tool

Object Type Select

- I - T - o 1o

Drag the corners around to resize
(hold shift to maintain aspect ratio)

> suie: [ ~

Shape: [

Transform
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¢ Automation v 0.

Swatches

0

Add line and fill colors
with ‘swatches’
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Actions

Links
Libraries

Document Info

Variables
Appearance

Asset Export

Layers

] Artboards
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Rectangle . v Stroke: o 1lpt v mv mv Opacity: 100% > Style .v @J i~ Shape: [ Transform =

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

P Actions

You can also adjust the stroke (outline) here : "

m Document Info

iriable Appearance  Asset E
Qﬁ Variables

Path
Stroke: @] 1pt

Fill L]

Opacity: Default $ Layers

@: Appearance

NHSS PNhYyY

B Asset Export

|
U] Artboards

0
g

° Appearance panel
\ Use these handles shows you the

to adjust the different features of

corners into curves your object

Stroke = outline
Interacting with objects Path = object type
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X Untitled-1* @ 113.31% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Links
) Libraries

Document Info

Variables

EiF4A1
HNRNPA1

‘®: Appearance

[ T ] Hawwmark_spopTOSIS
HALLMARK INTERFERON_GAMMA_RESPONSE| i Asset Export
HALLMARK_MYC_TARGETS_V1
HALLMARK_PS3_PATHWAY ds
HALLMARK UV RESPONSE UP Layers
HALLMARK_IL2_STATS_SIGNALING . v

HALLMARK_MTORC1_SIGNALING = L:ierZ : [] Artboards
HALLMARK_TNFA_SIGNALING VIA NFKB = w <Ellip...

HALLMARK_HYPOXIA S T <Rect...

HALLMARK_GLYCOLYSIS _—

HALLMARK_GZM_CHECKPO! - Eg <imag...

HALLMARK_E2F_TARGETS

HALLMARK_MITOTIC_SPINI

NONHER DYV

o %

View the order of objects and layers in the
layers tab

You can switch the order of objects by
dragging them up and down in the list OR
by Right/Control clicking on them and
moving up or back with the drop-down
menu
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Preview on CPU
Rectangle | S CIRE TR N —— unitorm R — Overprint Preview

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview) Pixel Preview

°c—

Object Type Select

\V/C'M Window Help

.v @ iv shape: EX  Transform = Ef v

Proof Setup L L

Proof Colors
@D Links

Zoom In Swatches Br es Symbols = s .
Show/use rulers Zoom Out T 6 e

Fit Artboard in Window .@ = [ pocument info

Fit All in Window /1]

Variable Appearance AssetE »

Actual Size Qa Variables

I
Hide Edges Path @®: Appearance

Hide Artboards stroke: [ 1pt
Show Print Tiling il 0

INHS D pNrYy

U Asset Export

Show Slices Opacity: Default € Layers

Lock Slices [
[ ] Artboards

DR

Rulers ] Show Rulers ¥R
Hide Bounding Box Change to Global Rulers X8R
Show Transparency Grid

Hide Text Threads Show Video Rulers

Hide Gradient Annotator
Hide Corner Widget
Show Live Paint Gaps

Guides
v/ Smart Guides

Perspective Grid

Show Grid

Snap to Grid

Snap to Pixel
v/ Snap to Point

New View...
Edit Views...
Enter Full Screen
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Automation v

v ety - I - Oecity: 100% > syle: ] v | Documentsewp | preferences rE v

: Color Color Guide » .
Actions

# 13007C
Links

Click and drag from the top
or side rulers to create
guide lines

) Libraries

] Document Info

% PNEYV

Variables

): Appearance

Asset Export

Artboards
Layers

~ - I:elz ;J Artboards
<Guid...
. <Rect...
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7
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bidq

1 Layer
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@ lllustratorCC File Edit Object
B = Q

Rectangle v v Stroke:  lpt v v mv Opacity: 100% > syle: [~ @  Aign Shape: I Transform =

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview) Align Objects

E > = ™ = Is 12 14 16 Li Actions

Automation v

Distribute Objects Links

i 0 I 1
- - :l‘ ‘ UL Libraries

Distribute Spacing: Align To Use the align
= I menu to align

v

] Document Info

Variables

Align to Key Object ObJECtS FE|atlve = Appearance
AbOR 10 Ao to each other or 1 [7 asset Expon
to the artboard ‘ s

Artboards
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No Selection I:l v Stroke: :‘ _v Opacity: 100% > Document Setup Preferences

X Untitled-1* @ 109.02% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Object Type Select View Window Help ()

P Actions

@D Links

L:,‘.\ Libraries

A m Document Info
4" Add Anchor Point Tool  (+)
8" Delete Anchor Point Tool (-) 1
I\ Anchor Point Tool (Shift+C)

Qﬁ Variables
®: Appearance
U Asset Export
e

Layers

Free-form paths with pen tools N e
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Automation v L.

Anchor Point Convertt ' Handles: & =  Anchors -" 5 - X: T 4.1291in y: C 2.055in w:

X Untitled-1* @ 109.02% (RGB/GPU Preview)

> »
Actions
# 80C41C
-—— Links
) Libraries
I ] Document Info

Variables
: Appearance

Asset Export

Layers
B . o 7] Artboards

. <Path>
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lllustratorCC File Edit Object Type Select
moe

Effect View Window Help
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%\ .Yx,

QNONHS S
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D M
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X Untitled-1* @ 109.02% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Use the direct selection tool to modify the
node angles of your path

Drag on either “handle” to adjust the
angle

B obod @13% ) L % B o) 7%F)r E Sat1914 MadisonMack Q @ =

Automation v

80C41C

v . Layer 1
. <Path>

Actions

Links

) Libraries

Document Info

Variables

‘®: Appearance

Asset Export

Layers

P Artboards
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lllustratorCC  File Edit
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Anchor Point Convert: N Handles: &~

X Untitled-1* @ 109.02% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Object Type Select

Effect View Window Help o box’ @ 13% D)

= Anchors: 2 (; BEB x. D 36577in  v: [ 23586in W 0 57073in ¥ W

NHSS PYhYYy

» ,
7y
&  # Ppencil Tool

& Smooth Tool

& Path Eraser Tool

Ya? Join Tool

To smooth out the line, select the smooth
tool and drag across the path with the
cursor

L]

L3

1.8213 in
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Automation v

> :
P Actions

# 80C41C

e G Links
@ Libraries

m Document Info

Variables
‘®: Appearance

Asset Export

Layers
B . o [] Artboards

. <Path>
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lllustrator CC  File Edit Object Type Select
B o

L REEIESE TN —— U form Bl » s ot Round |8

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Free-form paths with brush tool

Effect

The brush tool
allows for
drag-and-draw
lines

View Window Help

Jpacity:

100%

> Style: . v

You can also edit the
brush stroke here

The brushes
menu contains a
large variety of
“stroke” types

o)

Swatches

83% @) BS Sat14:20 MadisonMack Q & =

Automation v

Brushes Symbols

ng Side note: you can also use the ‘pencil’ tool to do this without access to brushes

UL/

P Actions

GO Links
@ Libraries

ﬁ Document Info

Q& Variables
@ Appearance

U Asset Export

s Layers

1

I
L[] Artboards
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lllustrator CC  File Edit Object Type Select Effect View Window Help B b ®13% I D 3 o
B = 4 Q  Automation v

v \‘ Stroke: :; 1pt v mv v Opacity: 100% > Style .v @ Corners: : iTiv  Transform

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Direct select to modify nodes Each blue dot is a ‘node’ that can be individually

adjusted and moved

[

v

Actions

v -

Links

Libraries

Document Info

Variables

Appearance

Le% 2 8

Asset Export

Layers

[F <¢

SRQNDNHE ™ 9

| Artboards
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B = 4 Q  Automation v

G- (o] swoke {1p - e . EERET] - omay w00v > sye v

X Untitled-1* @ 72% (RGE/GPU Preview)

Swatches Brushes Symbols

A library of brushes
is available in the
library tab at the
bottom of this pane

Artistic_Calligraphic

Artistic_ChalkCharcoalPencil Borders

Artistic_Ink Bristle Brush

Artistic_Paintbrush Decorative

Artistic_ScrollPen Image Brush

Artistic_Watercolor Vector Packs
Wacom 6D Brushes
User Defined

Other Library...

YVVYVYVYVY VYRS

P Actions

G Links
@ Libraries

m Document Info

Qﬁ Variables
‘®: Appearance

B Asset Export
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P Actions

@ Links

ches Brushes
Libraries

Variables

()

Ej Document Info
o

e

..

Appearance

E Asset Export

s Layers

hl_] Artboards
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X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGB/GPU Preview)
. 1 P Actions
@D Links
@ Libraries

Gradient fills provide a sense of depth Choose radial or linear
to your objects gradient here

m Document Info

S PpNrYv
el P

)
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g
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:/,
"

Qﬁ

. : Appearance

Variables
e ¢ G. V' nt Transparen »

- Type: Radial

Stroke: ¢ f? [F‘

U Asset Export

@ 0l

s Layers

[r]_“. Artboards

&1

-~

These carrots let you
edit the internal and

external colors This diamond

adjusts the
rate of transition
between colors
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Variak
: Appea
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Press “G” to access
additional gradient
controls
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X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGB/GPU Preview)
o 1 2 3 4 5 § 7 i 9 10 11 P Actions

lllustrator has many digital effects that can be applied to an @ vinks
ObjeCt. @ Libraries
Blur is a relatively simple effect that can help you achieve more —— —r—

depth or contrast in focus Path

Stroke: L’J! Asset Export
A O

Opacity: Default $ Layers

m Document Info

d.'t Variables

@ Appearance

[ljj Artboards
With the object selected,

open the appearance tab

and select “effects” in the lllustrator Effects

3D

Convert to Shape
Crop Marks

Distort & Transform
Path

Pathfinder
Rasterize...

Stylize

SVG Filters

Warp

lower part of the pane

Photoshop Effects
Effect Gallery...
SN Artistic
Gaussian Blur... Blur
Radial Blur... Brush Strokes
Smart Blur... Distort
| Pixelate
Sketch
Stylize
Texture
Video

YYVYVYVYVYY Y
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Ellipse Dv v Stroke: : v mv Opacity: 100% > Style .v @ Align Shape: +¥ 2.7982in "3 2.7982 in §  Transform
X Untitled 3
B (GeussianBur |

Radius: O 45.1 pixels

Preview (  Cancel ) -

Appearance Asset E

Path

Stroke: @]
Al O

Opacity: Default

NNONHER DY

%

You can adjust the size of
your blur effect in this
popup window

»

P Actions

Links
Libraries

Document Info

Variables
Appearance

Asset Export

Layers

hal Artboards
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New... Automation -
New from Template...

No Selection E] % . _ v Opacity: 100% > Style: . L4 Document Setup Preferences -'-E Y.

X Untitled-1* @ 74.

P Actions

GO Links
i @ Libraries
SaveasTempIate... ' [ pocumentinfo

Save Selected Slices...

Revert Y .
L¥" Variables

¢ Gradient

@ Appearance

To import an image in @ - T fau Nalei—a
Export Selection.. the most “illustrator- 8yt (AL

Package... X0 #®P . . Ll - - W over2 2 [ Antboards

Scripts > friendly” way, use File > > e

Document Setup... X #P
Document Color Mode > P | ace
File Info... Xl

Print... #P

Placing a PDF file allows |
editing of content within Opciy: 100%

Location: 87.1%

the PDF in Illustrator
(like tables or graphs)
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Image GSEA leading edge@4x.png Transparent RGB PPI: 258 Unembed Image Trace Mask Crop Image Opacity: 100% i"lv  Transform =

X Untitled-1* @ 140.93% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Actions

Links

Libraries

To crop an image, use the top
HALLWRK_APOPTOSIS toolbar that appears when the

HALLMANKC INTERFERON_GAMMA_RESPONSE . .
HALLMARR MYC_TARGETS V1 Image IS selected.
HALLMARNAPS53_PATHWAY

HALLMARKV RESPONSE_UP
HALLMARK Yh2_STAT5_SIGNALING
HALLMARK_WORC1_SIGNALING
HALLMARK_TREA_SIGNALING_VIA_NFKB
HALLMARK_HWROXIA
HALLMARK_GLYEOLYSIS
HALLMARK_G2MCHECKPOINT
HALLMARK_E2F WARGETS
HALLMARK_MITOC_SPINDLE

i Document Info

GADD45B
TNFAIP3
GABARAPL1
SIGMAR1
SERTAD3
HNRNPA1

CD69

B DG

Variables

: Appearance

Asset Export

NONHSS PYEYVY

o ull|l

Layers

]

Artboards

IR

If you do not embed your image,
the image in Al is only linked to
your external file, and will not carry
over if the file is moved or deleted.




Making advanced shapes in lllustrator

Illustrator does these functions a little differently from Inkscape, and there are many ways to achieve the
same results.

Two options:

A) Shaper tool

= The shaper tool creates pre-made shapes based on your freehand strokes

- These shapes are mutable and can be combined or subtracted with cursor gestures

B) Outline stroke & eraser tool
- This can be used in any freeform shape, text, or stroke
— Once the path is “outlined” it cannot be reshaped
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¢ Color Color Guide » :
P Actions

| # 000000

T @ Links

@ Libraries
m Document Info

Appearance Asset B » 25

e

@ Appearance

Variables

No Selection
Stroke: @] 1pt

Fill ]

Opacity: Default € wyers
The shaper ' | [ Artboards
tool allows you ’
to free draw
shapes and it
predicts the
closest

standard shape The dotted lines
showing shape
outlines appear under
the cursor

U Asset Export

23 RNONHASN DYYY

-~
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X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGB/GPU Preview)

¢ Color Color Guide » :
P Actions

/M| # 000000
—— @ ks

@ Libraries

m Document Info

% PpNYV

Variable Appearance AssetE:

5

Variables
No Selection
Stroke: @] 1pt

Fill ]

Opacity: Default Layers

Appearance

Asset Export

Artboards

XRNONH

| A

Drag your cursor
across lines like this to
delete shape-limiting
lines and combine
shapes
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No Selection .v v Stroke: : 1pt v mv _v Opacity: 100% > Style .v Document Setup Preferences

X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGB/GPU Preview) <)
: ) ¢ Color Color Guide » Actions

/| # 000000

r Links

Libraries

Document Info

Appearance Asset E »
Variables

No Selection
Stroke: @] 1pt

Fill: [l

Opacity: Default Layers

Appearance

Asset Export

ONHS S PNYTYY

\4 .b\

by Artboards

z X

Combined shape
using shaper tool
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B =~ Transform g Automation v
Arrange >
Shaper Group .v v Stroke: Transform =i
Group %G

X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGE/GPU SIS SIS} 0 HG
¢ Color Color Guide »
) { Lock > 4 5 6 7 5 9 2 Actions

| # 000000

Hide > " Links

Libraries
Expand... .

Document Info

5 m Variable Appearance AssetE: » )
Rasterize... Variables
. Shaper Group Appearance
Contents

Flatten Transparency... Asset Export

Opacity: Default

Make Pixel Perfect Layers

Slice > [ Artboards
Create Trim Marks

Join #J
Shape 4
Pattern >
Blend >
Envelope Distort > Offest Ko J—
Parinactive > Reverse Path Direction
Live Paint > Simplify...
Image Trace L- Add Anchor Points
T?Xt Wrap > Remove Anchor Points
Line and Sketch Art >  Divide Objects Below
Clipping Mask > splitinto Grid...
Compound Path > H i
o & e Option B: Outline stroke
Graph >

and edit with eraser
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X Untitled-1* @ 136.78% (RGB/GPU Preview)
¢ Color Color Guide >

P Actions
M | # 000000

-'—— @D Links

@ Libraries
This is what your shape looks like right after outline stroke B} Do iete

Variable Appearance AssetE »

Variables

[l shaperGrowp Appearance

Content
omens Asset Export
Opacity: Default

Layers

hal Artboards

XRQYNONHES P TYYVY

& Eraser Tool (Shift+E)
. >
A Knife

Now you can edit the strokes with the eraser tool
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Shaper Group Dv v Stroke: O Opacity: 100% > Style .v @ Expand B iiv  Tansform =

X Untitled-1* @ 303.58% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Effect View Window Help

Edit Object Type Select

¢ Color Color Guide » :
! P Actions

| # 000000

>

* 4 —— =

Ci/i . @ Libraries
;‘ m Document Info
E’s‘ Variable Appearance AssetE » d:, Vastaldas
:'E' 2 . Shaper Group @ Appearance
(-_\- Contents U Asset Export
\‘j‘ Opacity: Default

: " s Layers
k:‘ | [‘i Artboards
bid, i

2,

K1

= Here my cursor is an eraser,

and | erased the interior lines

D | 3

2. 2

o)

E=‘|§1

L,

b 4

4 .

r Note that the nodes adjust to

Q accommodate the final shape
Tﬁ z

)
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Shaper Group I:I v Stroke: O Opacity: 100% >  Style . v - Transform .=,

X Untitled-1* @ 188.72% (RGB/GPU Preview)
pod
P Actions
# 80C41C

Links
@) Libraries
] Document Info

¢ Appearance 5
e Variables

Shaper Group Appearance

Contents
. Asset Export
Opacity: Default

Layers

] Artboards

Now this object can be filled
as a single shape
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Image SPADE cluster bar plot@4x....  Transparent RGE PPl 225 Unembed Image Trace “ Mask Crop Image Opacity: 100% Transform =

X Untitled-1* @ 130.24% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Color Color Guide >
1 ) 5 : 3 3 1 P Actions
M | # 80C41C
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There are a few different ways to export in lllustrator

1) As Artboards
2) As Assets

Common file types:

* PDF — retains lllustrator editing capacities, but can be opened by others
* PNG — smallest image file, for drafts and quick file transfers

* TIF — standard high quality image format

* SVG — [scalable vector graphic] can be imported into other graphics software and
resized without pixelating (not rasterized)
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lllustrator keyboard shortcuts (a SMALL selection)

[ and ] keys increase and decrease the point of your cursor
Hold shift + click/resize to lock aspect ratio

Hold shift + drag to lock into horizontal/perpendicular line
“x” to toggle between editing the path and editing the fill of your selection
“v” to change to ‘normal’ selection tool

“p” to select pen

“I” to select eye dropper tool

“a” to select direct selection tool

“g” to switch to gradient editing

“b” to use the brush tool

“r” to rotate

“0” to flip

“t” to use text tool



Resources

* https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/tutorials.html
 Adobe has TONS of FREE tutorials online
* You can also access them via the search bar:
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