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Overview

• The How and Why of the Grand Challenges
• The Building of the BUZZ
• Re‐Focusing on Policy
• Possible Paths Forward



AASWSW
• Established in 2009 through combined effort of 6 
major social work organizations
– 6 original members has grown to 99
– Intended to offer our nation a scientific resource for 
scholarship on social matters (as a complement to 
NAS, NAE, and other Academies)



Congress 
regularly asks 

AASWSW to lead 
the work to 
address social 
problems!



Grand Challenges is 
the First Major 

Initiative





Science of 
Social Work



THE SOCIAL IS 
FUNDAMENTAL



Modifiable Factors That Influence Health 



… And Nearly Everything Else

• Climate Change
• Mental Health
• Educational 
Outcomes

• Peace
• Longevity

• Family Functioning
• Crime
• Opportunity
• Justice
• Brain Development



<iframe width="640" height="360" src="https://www.youtube‐
nocookie.com/embed/i6v5EFYnPjE?feature=player_embedded" 

frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe>
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CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO







Big, compelling and important

Amenable to analysis, assessment, improvement

Demonstrable progress in a decade

Cross-sector interdisciplinary collaboration

Significant innovation



Ensure healthy 
development for all youth 

Close the health gap 

Stop family violence 

Advance long and 
productive lives 

Eradicate social isolation 

End homelessness 

Create social responses to 
a changing environment 

Harness technology for 
social good   

Promote smart 
decarceration 

Reduce extreme 
economic inequality 

Build financial 
capability for all 

Achieve equal 
opportunity and justice   



Successful GCs Launch at SSWR 2016!



Grand Challenges Progress

After the Launch at SSWR, 2016 ‐ we are 
generating a BUZZ.

Major Social Work Organizations are on board, and 
actively supportive (CSWE, GADE, NASW, NADD, 
NSWM, SSWR).





Social Change Through Practice

Initially Practice Focused
– Inventing New 
Interventions

–Going to Scale with 
Existing Interventions



Re‐Focusing on Policy



Where Are We and Where 
May We Be Going?







Generating Information for Policy Making



Social Change: Science‐to‐Policy

Filling Out the Current Evidence‐Based Policy 
Making Framework
• Evidence Based Practice Expansion

Analyzing the Strength of Evidence of Solutions 
in  Comparison to the Sizes of the Problems
Articulating the Risk and Resilience Perspective 
and ROI of programs



ddress Broad Array of Social Policies

Age friendly communities
Climate change and urban resilience
Unlocking government data to guide prevention
Prison sentencing and solitary confinement
Employment creation and wealth building
Zero tolerance policies in schools



This Opportunity

1. Begin to articulate a policy agenda that 
captures our profession’s attention (beyond 
narrower professional interests)

2. Start strategies to engage elected officials 
and government agencies

3. Communicate to engage external audiences, 
energize practitioners, and inspire new 
students to study social work



Broader Set of Policy Tools
Beyond Advocacy Based on SW Values
– Interprofessional coalition building
– Integrated practice, research, and policy 
networks

– Social media impact for scientific solutions
–Mobilizing social work entities with a new 
unity of focus



That the profession will be unified in recognizing 
hese 12 challenges and in its support for efforts 
o achieve measurable impact in the next 
decade!



Social Work is credited for lifting a Social Agenda 
and championing compelling policy changes
Social Work is organized nationally to advocate 
and influence the policy process
Social Workers are seen as critical to policy 
making
Social Work Science gains new respect



that Corporations…

… adopt Grand Challenges

END HOMELESSNESS



Strong National Practice Networks Emerge

BUILDING BLOCKS NOW IN PLACE: 
GC Network Leads 
Webinars will be scheduled with each Network 
presenting research and sharing best practices 
Thread Through strategy with events at SSWR, 
CSWE, NASW, GADE, and in regions



Campuses and Centers Adopt Grand Challenges 



Curriculum to Recruit New Students 



Accelerated Knowledge Building





Steps From Imagining to Success
Visualize the Steps to Take 
–Networks
–Policy Development
–Policy Action
–Communication



Networks

• Differentiation of Roles
• Mini‐Strategic Plans
• Operations
• Integration with Other Organizations



Policy Development

Expression in Policy Framework Terms
–Equity of Purpose and Result
–Efficiency of Ideas 
–Enhancing Liberty
–Security & Safety



Policy Action

Mobilize Rights and Facts
Anticipate Next Moves
Build on Existing Platforms (NASW, 
CSWE, CRISP)
Partner with Influentials



Communication

• Existing Networks and Tools
• N




