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Life expectancy by race and gender, 1970-2012
Source: Centers for Disease Control/National Center for Health 
Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Life expectancy at birth for 
selected years. 









“I am an invisible man.  No I am not a spook 
like those who haunted Edgar Allen Poe:  Nor 
am I one of your Hollywood movie 
ectoplasms. I am a man of substance, of flesh 
and bone, fiber and liquids - and I might even 
be said to possess a mind.  I am invisible, 
simply because people refuse to see me.”
― Ralph Ellison





There are 1.5 million black men, 
between the ages of 25 and 54 who 
are MISSING from daily life as a 
result of premature mortality or 
incarceration.
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The majority (86%) 
of participants were 
not currently in the 
workforce (retired, 
unemployed, or 
disabled) and more 
than half (54%) 
reported an annual 
household income 
of $9,999, median 
age of 53. 

Results suggest that African American men 
who grew up in mostly Black neighborhoods 
(OR=4.3; P=.008), and worked in mostly 
Black environments (OR=3.1; P=.041) were 
more likely to be diagnosed with hypertension 
than those who did not.
Found associations between mostly Black 
residential and workplace settings and 
hypertension diagnoses among African 
American men. Exposure to segregated 
environments during childhood and later 
adulthood may impact hypertension risk among 
African American men over the lifecourse.
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