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The issue:
In 2018, St. Louis City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
(AHTF) had been underfunded for at least 5 years.



The Affordable Housing Trust Fund 

(AHTF) is administered by the 

City’s Affordable Housing 

Commission (AHC) and funded by 

the City’s local Use Tax.

It awards loans and grants to 

develop affordable housing 

projects and provide housing-

related services, including 

accessibility modifications, home 

repair, and support for the homeless.

What’s the AHTF?



Why does it matter if it’s underfunded?
The AHTF is a critical resource for providing support to St. Louis’ most 

vulnerable residents and creating a more inclusive community.

● All AHTF funds awarded must benefit families and individuals 

with incomes at or below 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI).

● 40% of funds awarded must benefit those earning 20% or less 

than the area AMI.



2,002
Affordable homes created by the 

AHTF since 2003

$18.55
In outside public and private dollars  

invested for every Trust Fund dollar 

spent on affordable housing 

construction projects since 2003



The solution:
Convene a coalition of "surprising stakeholders" who all 
care about affordable housing to advocate together.



The Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund Coalition
The Affordable Housing Trust 

Fund (AHTF) Coalition 

convenes stakeholders from a 

variety of sectors—including 

education, development, health, 

housing, and human services—

that actively support 

increased funding and a 

greater role for the AHTF in 

the City of St. Louis and St. 

Louis County. 





Result #1
St. Louis City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund was fully 
funded in FY 2019 and has grown since then.





Result #2
St. Louis County established an Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund in late 2019.





The issue:
We know that we don't have enough affordable housing 
resources currently available in St. Louis, but in recent 
years our region hasn't had the tools it's needed to 
accurately grasp the full scope of that need.



The solution:
The St. Louis Affordable Housing Report Card was created 
as an accessible, easy-to-use tool for community 
organizations, housing advocates, regional decision-
makers, and residents in St. Louis City and County who 
want to see growth in and more equitable use of 
affordable housing resources.









Questions?



Thank you!

Jenny Connelly-Bowen
jenny@communitybuildersstl.org


