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Welcome from the Office of the Provost, 
Washington University in St. Louis 

 
Dear Colleagues, Partners, and Friends, 
 
As Vice Provost of Interdisciplinary Initiatives at Washington University in St. Louis 
and a longtime collaborator with the International Center for Child Health and 
Development (ICHAD), I am delighted to offer you a warm welcome to the 2023 
Forum on Child and Adolescent Global Health Research and Capacity Building. For 
many, it will be an exciting first time coming together and for others it will be an 
anticipated reunion in a place we hold dear. This is a special year for ICHAD, 
which is celebrating ten years as a research center under the leadership of 
founding director Dr. Fred Ssewamala and co-directors Dr. Proscovia Nabunya and 
Dr. Ozge Sensoy Bahar. It is a special time to reflect on the Center’s 
accomplishments and growth, to welcome and get to know our new implementing 
partners and research trainees, and to look ahead to new areas of growth. During 
this Forum, ICHAD will host nearly 40 early career research trainees from the United 
States and across Sub-Saharan Africa from four United States National Institutes of 
Health (NIH)-funded research training programs: CHILD Global Research 
Fellowship, LEAD Global Training Program, Research Resilience Training, and 
ACHIEVE. Trainees will learn with a transdisciplinary group of global research 
experts, faculty mentors, and community and implementing partners, to enhance and 
advance their research expertise and impact on the lives of the children and 
families their work aims to serve. 
 
We are fortunate to hear from key institutions in Uganda many of whom are our 
long-term partners in our work focused on poverty reduction and improvement of 
public health outcomes for children, adolescents and families in low-resource 
communities. Representatives from the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Gender, Youth, and Labour, the Office of the Prime Minister, Makerere 
University, and McDonnell International Scholars Academy at Washington University 
in St. Louis will take part in these seven days of gathering together to learn, 
network, and connect. 
 
We will also learn from faculty experts in a range of research methodologies and 
skills, visit several research sites from ICHAD’s 12 active NIH-funded research 
studies and see the intervention research team in action, and share in the successes 
of our trainees. And there will also be time to relax and enjoy plenty of Ugandan 
cuisine and entertainment. I look forward to a rich and fulfilling Forum. 

 
 

Mary M. McKay, PhD 
Vice Provost of Interdisciplinary Initiatives 
Washington University in St. Louis 
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Program Schedule: 
June 1-16, 2023 (Virtual) 

 
June 1 Welcome to Summer 2023 Training 

Laura Peer, Chelsea Hand-Sheridan 
 Program Directors Talks 

Mary McKay, Fred Ssewamala, Sean Joe, Patricia Cavazos-
Rehg 
Washington University in St. Louis 

 
June 2 

 
Conducting Qualitative Research: Lessons from the Field 
Robin Jarrett, University of Illinois Urbana – Champaign 

 
June 5 

 
Trainee Introductions 

 
June 6 

 
Panel: Do’s and Don’ts of Working in Local and Global 
Communities  
Thomas Crea, Boston College; James Mugisha, Kyambogo 
University; & Vetta Sanders Thompson, Washington University 
in St. Louis 
 

June 7 Trainee Introductions 

June 8 
 
June 9 

HomeGrown STL Summit 
 
Visualizing and Disseminating Results 
Nikole Lobb Doughtery, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Travel Check-In  
 

June 12 Mixed Methods 
Ilana Seff & Lindsay Stark, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

June 13 BioSketch Workshop 
Patricia Cavazos-Rehg, Washington University in St. Louis 

June 14 Advance Research Methodologies 
Samuel Kizito, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

June 15 Introduction to Dissemination & Implementation 
Elvin Geng, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

June 16 Travel/Free Day  
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June 19-27, 2023 (In Person, Uganda) 
 

Day 1: Monday, June 19 
Plenary Day Open to Invited Guests 
Sheraton Kampala Hotel Rwenzori Ballroom 

 
Theme: Celebrating 10 years of offering hope together 

 
8:00 – 8:30 am 

 
Arrival and Forum Check-In 
 

8:30-8:50 am 
 
 
 
 

8:50-9:30 am    

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Timothy Opobo, AfriChild Centre 
Fred Ssewamala, Washington University in St. Louis 
Mary McKay, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Keynote Address and Featured Remarks 
Hon. Dr. Ruth Aceng, Minister of Health, Republic of Uganda 
Representing First Lady Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni 
Introduced by Dr. Faith Nakiyimba, Masaka District Health 
Officer 
 

9:30-10:00 am 
 

10:00-10:30 am 
 

10:30-11:00 am 
 
 

11:00 am-12:00 noon 
 
 

12:00-1:00 pm 

Group Photos 
 
Break 
 
Forum Introduction 
Timothy Opobo, Laura Peer and Chelsea Hand-Sheridan 
 
Overview of ICHAD 
Dr. Fred Ssewamala 
 
Lunch – Seating by Training Programs 
 

1:00 – 2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2:00-3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

3:00-3:30 pm 

Panel: Engaging Policy Makers in Dissemination and 
Implementation Science 
Panelists: Muthoni Mathai, University of Nairobi,  
Gertrude Nakigozi, Rakai Health Sciences Program (invited) 
Mondo Kyateka, Ministry of Gender, Youth and Labour (invited) 
Moderator: Timothy Opobo, AfriChild Center 
 
Panel: Showcase of Research Training Program Alumni 
Panelists: Raymond Atwebembere (CHILD-GRF), Ronald Olum 
(ACHIEVE), Massy Mutumba (LEAD), Josephine Nabayinda (RRT) 
Moderator: Proscovia Nabunya 
 
Break 
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3:30 – 4:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

4:30-4:45 pm 
 
 

4:45-5:00 pm 
 
 

5:00 pm 
 

6:00 pm 

 
Panel of ICHAD Research Study Beneficiaries 
Panelists: Scovia Nassaazi, Maltina Nanyanzi, John Ssentume, 
Roshan Mirembe Nakimuli 
Moderator: Proscovia Nabunya 
 
Presentation: Emerging Research on Refugee Health 
Nhial Tutlam, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Closing Remarks 
Local Council V Chairman Andrew Lukyamuzi Battemyetto 
 
Day 1 Wrap Up 
 
Dinner and Entertainment 

 
Day 2: Tuesday, June 20 

Parliament Visit & Training Sessions (Invitation Only) 
Parliament Campus & Sheraton Kampala Hotel Rwenzori Ballroom 

 
Theme: Engaging policymakers for lasting impact 

 
8:00 – 8:30 am 

 
8:30 am 

Optional Mentor and Networking Meeting 
 
Meet in Sheraton Lobby to Walk to Uganda’s Parliament 
 

9:00 – 10:00 am  Engaging with Policy Makers: Parliament Tour 
 

10:00 – 12:00 am 
 

Engagement Meetings with Members of Parliament 

12:00 am Depart from Parliament: Walk Back to Sheraton Hotel 

12:30 – 2:00 pm Lunch 

2:00 – 3:15 pm Good Clinical Practices & Responsible Conduct in Research 
Tom Lutalo, Makerere University 
 

3:15 – 3:45 pm Break 
 

3:45 – 5:00 pm Special Interest Sessions (select one): 
 
Budget Justification 
Mordecai Tayebwa, Makerere University 
 
Cost Effectiveness 
Yesim Tozan, New York University 
 
Predictive Modeling 
Rachel Brathwaite, Washington University in St. Louis 
Note: This session will be offered again on Day 4 
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5:00 pm 

 
 
Day 2 Wrap-up 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Dinner 

 
Day 3: Wednesday, June 21 

Makerere University & Training Sessions (Invitation Only) 
Travel to Masaka 

 
Theme: Washington University engagement with Uganda’s higher 
institutions of learning through research and capacity building: 

Engagement with Makerere University 
 

8:15 am 
 

Meet in Sheraton Lobby to Drive to Makerere University 
 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Welcoming and Opening Remarks 
Noeline Nakasujja, Makerere University 
 
Featured Remarks 
Vice Chancellor, Barnabas Nawangwe represented by 
Buyinza Mukadasi, Makerere University 
 
Featured Presentation (video) 
Laura Benoist, McDonnell International Scholars Academy, 
Washington University in St. Louis 

  
A Makerere/Washington University Scholar’s Journey 
Flavia Namuwonge, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

 Training Program Fellows Panel: Makerere and ICHAD 
Collaboration 
Joyce Nankumbi (ACHIEVE) 
Anita Arinda (CHILD-GRF) 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch at Makerere University 
 

2:00 pm  
 
Hotel Check Out & Travel to Masaka  

 
6:00 pm 

 
Dinner  
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Day 4: Thursday, June 22 

Public Program for Community-Based Collaborators &  
Trainings Sessions (Invitation Only) 

Brovad Hotel, Masaka 
 

Theme: Engaging the community to do meaningful research 
 

8:00 – 8:50 am 
 

Arrival and Registration of Guests 

9:00 – 9:30 am  National Anthem/Opening Prayer & 
Welcoming Remarks 
Anita Kabarambi, ICHAD Uganda 
Phionah Namatovu, ICHAD Uganda 
Fred Ssewamala, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

9:30 – 10:00 am 
 

Keynote Address 
Rev. Serverus Jjumba, Bishop of Masaka Catholic Diocese 
 

10:00 – 10:40 am Panel: Experiences from ICHAD Interventions 
(Multiple Family Group and Economic Empowerment) 
Nagawa Cissy Bbuka (Parent peer)  
Judith Naluyima (St. Andrews Matale Secondary School)  
Rev. Fr. Ssemwanga (Kalisizo Catholic Parish) 
Mawanda Erenest (SMART Africa) 
Najjuuko Ratifah (Suubi4Her) 
Moderator: Phionah Namatovu 
 

10:40 – 10:55 am Break 

10:55 am – 11:45 pm Stakeholders Panel: Dissemination and Scaling up ICHAD’s 
Interventions 
Andrew Lukyamuzi Batemyetto (LCV Masaka District) 
Nakanwagi Sylivia Grace (DEO Kalungu District) 
Rev. Fr. Kato Joseph (Masaka Catholic Diocese) 
Ssentume John (Kyotera Primary School) 
Moderator: Abel Mwebembezi 
 

11:45 – 12:00 pm Closing Remarks 
Gerald Nsambu, Masaka District Education Officer 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 
 
Afternoon Training Sessions [Invited Trainees Only] 
 

1:00 – 2:00 pm 
 
 

2:00 – 2:45 pm 
 

Suicide Prevention Session 
Ryan Lindsay, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Using Social Media as an Academic 
Ijeoma Opara, Yale University  
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2:45 – 3:00 pm 
 

3:00 – 4:30 pm 

 
 
 
Break 
 
CHILD GRF Cohort 3 Presentations and Peer Review 
Moderator: Laura Peer, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

4:30 pm 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

Day 4 Wrap-up 
 
Dinner and Entertainment: Comedy Night 
 

Day 5: Friday, June 23 
Public Program for Clinic-Based Collaborators &  

Trainings Sessions (Invitation Only) 
Brovad Hotel, Masaka 

 

Theme: Engaging healthcare systems in research 
 

8:00 – 8:50 am 
 

Arrival and Registration of Guests, Arrival of Guest of Honor 

9:00 – 9:20 am National Anthem/Opening Prayer 
Welcoming remarks 
Rebecca Walugembe, ICHAD Uganda 
Flavia Namuwonge, Washington University in St. Louis 
 

9:20 – 10:00 am 
 

The Story of ICHAD Panel  
Davis Ssenabulya (Villa Maria Hospital) 
Grace Kigozi (Rakai Health Sciences Program) 
Abel Mwebembezi (Reach the Youth) 
Fr. Joseph Kato (Masaka Catholic Diocese) 
Moderator: Proscovia Nabunya, Washington University in St. 
Louis 

 
10:00 – 10:45 am 

 
Keynote Address 
Faith Nakiyimba, District Health Officer Masaka 
To be introduced by Anita Kabarambi, ICHAD Uganda 
 

10:45 – 11:00 am Break 

11:00 – 11:50 am Experiences with ICHAD Interventions 
Ssendiibwa Gonzaga (M-Suubi study) 
Diana Kyobutungi (Community Collaborative Board member) 
Nakalanda Cissy (Obuvumu study) 
Emmanuel Mayega (Adherence study) 
Roshan Mirembe (Community Healthcare Worker) 
Moderator: Josephine Nabayinda, Washington University in St. 
Louis 
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11:50 am – 12:00 pm 
  

 
 
Closing Remarks 
Hon. Florence Namayanja Mayor, Masaka City 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 
 
Afternoon Training Sessions [Invited Trainees Only] 
 

1:00 – 2:15 pm Special Interest Training Sessions (select one): 
 
Methodological Commitments for Impact: Constructivist 
Grounded Theory Tools, Tips, & Techniques 
Saltanat Childress, University of Texas at Arlington 
 
Introduction to Predictive Modelling 
Rachel Brathwaite, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Writing a Career Development (K) Grant 
Nhial Tutlam, Washington University in St. Louis 

 
2:15 – 2:30 pm 

 
2:30 – 4:00 pm 

 
 
 

4:00 pm 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Break 
 
CHILD-GRF Cohort 2 Final Presentations 

Moderator: Chelsea Hand-Sheridan, Washington University 
in St. Louis 

 
Day 5 Wrap-up 
 
Dinner and Entertainment 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 24 & Sunday, June 25 
Free Days 
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Day 6: Monday, June 26 
Field Site Visits to ICHAD Implementing Partners (Clinics) 

 

6:00 am – 4:00 pm Field Site Visits to Health Clinics  
Visiting partner health care centers including clinics and hospitals in fishing 
villages and urban centers. Details to be presented. 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm  Lunch 

4:00-4:30 pm 
 

6:00 pm  
 
 

Site Visit Debrief Discussion 
 
Dinner and Entertainment 
 
 

 

 
Day 7: Tuesday, June 27 

Field Site Visits to ICHAD Implementing Partners 
(Schools and Community Hotspots) 

 
 

8:00 am 
 
 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

Hotel Check Out 
For those departing on this day 
 
Field Site Visits to Schools 
Details to be presented. 
 
Site Visit Debrief Discussion 
 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm  Field Site Visit to Community Hotspot  
Details to be presented. 
 
Site Visit Debrief Discussion 
 
 

1:00 pm Lunch 
 
Free time/Depart to Entebbe Airport 
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FORUM HOSTS AND PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
 

Fred M. Ssewamala 
William E. Gordon Distinguished Professor, Associate Dean 
for Transdisciplinary Faculty Research, Director & Founder of 
ICHAD, Director of SMART Africa Center, Brown School, 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF, LEAD, 
RRT; Mentees: James Muruthi, Mitra Naseh, Flavia 
Namuwonge, Rashida Namirembe, Portia Nartey, Simon 
Mwima 
Email: fms1@wustl.edu 

Dr. Fred Ssewamala leads innovative, interdisciplinary research, funded primarily 
by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), that informs, develops and tests family- 
based economic empowerment and social protection interventions to improve life 
chances and long-term developmental outcomes for children, adolescents and 
youth, particularly those impacted by poverty, civil strife and HIV/AIDS in Sub- 
Saharan Africa. He has authored more than 167 publications on these topics. His 
research engages collaboratively with local institutions to ensure scale-up and 
sustainability. In addition, Dr. Ssewamala leads several NIH-funded research 
training programs focused on training early career researchers, including PhD 
students, recent PhD graduates, and medical doctors, from underrepresented 
backgrounds interested in children and adolescent health in a global context. 
Before joining the Brown School in 2017, Dr. Ssewamala was a tenured Professor 
at Columbia University in New York for 15 years, where he established ICHAD. 

Mary M. McKay 
Vice Provost of Interdisciplinary Initiatives, Co-Director of 
SMART Africa Center, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF, RRT; 
Mentee: Grace Soma, Ashleigh LoVette  
Email: mary.mckay@wustl.edu 
Dr. Mary McKay joined Washington University as dean of 
the Brown School in 2016, continuing the school’s legacy of 
creating  vital  knowledge,  initiating  social  change,  and 

preparing leaders to address social and health challenges both locally and 
globally. Dr. McKay has received substantial federal funding for research focused 
on meeting the mental health and health prevention needs of youth and families 
impacted by poverty. She also has significant expertise in child mental health 
services and implementation research methods, as well as over 20 years of 
experience conducting HIV prevention and care-oriented studies, supported by 
NIH. She has authored more than 150 publications on mental and behavioral 
health, HIV/AIDS prevention and urban poverty. 

mailto:fms1@wustl.edu
mailto:mary.mckay@wustl.edu
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Noeline Nakasujja 
Associate Professor, Chair of the Department of Psychiatry, 
College of Health Sciences, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: CHILD-GRF, ACHIEVE 
Email: drnoeline@yahoo.com 

Dr. Noeline Nakasujja is a clinical/research psychiatrist with many years of 
experience and expertise in mental health research, with a focus on evaluating 
special populations of HIV-positive individuals. Specifically, her research interests 
include cognitive impairment in HIV/AIDS. Dr. Nakasujja’s work has focused on 
neurocognitive assessments across the life span as well as other areas in the field 
of psychiatry. Dr. Nakasujja is the research lead for the DIALOG+intervention at 
the NIHR Global Health Research Group focused on developing psycho-social 
interventions. 

Patricia Cavazos-Rehg 
Professor, Vice Chair for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in 
the Department of Psychiatry, Director of Mentored 
Training Program in Clinical Investigation, School of 
Medicine, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Director and Mentor: LEAD; Mentee: Juan Jauregui 
Email: pcavazos@wustl.edu 

As a clinician-scientist, Dr. Patricia Cavazos-Rehg has worked to disentangle the 
pathways of complex adolescent health risk problems. She focuses her research on 
examining the effects of state-level penalties and anti-tobacco/drug media 
campaigns on youth substance use behaviors and attitudes. Her research program 
is funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and involves studying the most 
efficacious policies that will reduce substance use involvement while accounting for 
today’s new media-saturated environment. 

Sean Joe 
Benjamin E. Youngdahl Professor of Social Development Founding 
Director of the Race and Opportunity Lab Brown School, 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Director and Mentor: RRT 
Email: sjoe@wustl.edu 
Dr. Sean Joe is a nationally recognized authority on suicidal 

behavior among Black Americans, particularly regarding the role of firearms as a 
risk factor and is expanding the evidence base for effective practice with urban 
Black boys and young men. Dr. Joe is the founding director of the Race and 
Opportunity Lab, which examines race, opportunity, and social mobility with an 
emphasis on informing policies, interventions, and intra-professional practice to 
improve familial and community capacity to lessen ethnic inequality in adolescents’ 
healthy transition to adulthood. 

mailto:drnoeline@yahoo.com
mailto:pcavazos@wustl.edu
mailto:sjoe@wustl.edu


14 

 

 

 
Theresa S. Betancourt 
Salem Professor in Global Practice, Director, Research Program on 
Children and Adversity, Boston College School of Social Work, 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA 
Program Co-Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentees: Laura Bond 
and Joyeuse Ukwishaka 
Email: theresa.betancourt@bc.edu 

Dr. Theresa Betancourt’s central research interests include the developmental and 
psychosocial consequences of concentrated adversity on children, youth and families; 
resilience and protective processes in child and adolescent mental health and child 
development; refugee families; and applied cross-cultural mental health research. 
She leads an intergenerational study of war-affected youth in Sierra Leone. Dr. 
Betancourt has also developed and evaluated the impact of a Family Strengthening 
Intervention for HIV-affected children and families and is leading the investigation of 
a home-visiting early childhood development intervention 

Keng-Yen Huang 
Associate Professor, Department of Population Health & 
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Grossman 
School of Medicine, New York University 
New York, New York, USA 
Program Co-Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE and LEAD; Mentee: 
Claudia Leung, Gloria Abura-Meerdink 
Email: keng-yen.huang@nyulangone.org 
Dr. Ken-Yen Huang specializes in child development, psychiatric 

epidemiology, prevention, implementation, and global public health research. She 
implements   and   collaborates   on   child   development   and    mental    health 
implementation research projects in  international  contexts.  Her research interests 
include investigating patterns and mechanisms of child mental health disparities; 
as well as testing cost-effective family- and system-level approaches of 
preventive strategies to address child mental health disparities; and studying 
strategies for broader evidence-based program dissemination and 
implementation in diverse populations and contexts. 

 
Yesim Tozan 
Assistant Professor, School of Global Public Health, New York 
University, New York, New York, USA 
Program Co-Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentees: Claudia 
Leung, Sasha Hernandez, Joseph Kirabira 
Email: tozan@nyu.edu 
Dr. Yesim Tozan’s research centers on health decision science and 
priority setting and explores the costs and cost-effectiveness of 

health care interventions using decision analytic models and the issues of health care 
resource allocation in low- and middle-income countries. Her main focus has been 
infectious disease prevention and control with an emphasis on dengue and malaria. She 
has been working on economic evaluation of artemisinin-based combination therapies 
for the treatment of uncomplicated childhood malaria using data from multi-site 
randomized clinical trials in Africa and Asia. Most recently, she has expanded her 
research focus to HIV/AIDS and mental health among vulnerable populations, 
specifically in Uganda.  

mailto:theresa.betancourt@bc.edu
mailto:keng-yen.huang@nyulangone.org
mailto:tozan@nyu.edu
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Stevan Weine 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Director of Global Medicine, 
Director, Center for Global Health, School of Medicine, University of 
Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
Program Co-Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE 
Email: smweine@gmail.com 
Dr. Stevan Weine conducts research with refugees and migrants in 
the United States and in post-conflict countries, focused on mental 

health, health, and violence prevention. His research mission is to develop, implement, 
and evaluate psychosocial interventions that are feasible, acceptable, and effective 
with respect to the complex real-life contexts. He has been awarded two Career 
Scientist Awards: “Services Based Research with Refugee Families” from NIMH and 
“Labor Migration and Multilevel HIV Prevention” from NICHD. 

 
Patricia Akweongo 
Senior Lecturer, Head of Department of Health Policy Planning and 
Management, School of Public Health, University of Ghana 
Accra, Ghana 
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentees: Eric 
Agyemang 
Email: akweongo@gmail.com 

Dr. Patricia Akweongo’s research has been in the areas of health systems governance 
of social protection programs, systems strengthening, community engagement and 
empowerment and economics of health care.  Her current research projects include 
Health systems governance for an inclusive and sustainable social health protection in 
Ghana and Tanzania, Strengthening management at district level to support universal 
health coverage (PERFORM2Scale), and Evidence for Better Life Saves (EBLS).  

 
Arvin Bhana 
Honorary Associate Professor of Psychology at University of KwaZulu-
Natal, Honorary Research Associate, South African Medical Research 
Council, Durban 
Durban, South Africa  
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Sebenzile 
Nkosi 

                       Email: arvin.bhana@gmail.com 
Dr. Arvin Bhana is a multiple principal investigator on the Southern African Research 
Consortium for Mental Health INTegration (SMhINT) Hub funded by NIMH, a Co-
Investigator on a scale-up grant on Mental Health INTegration (MhINT) funded by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the capacity building lead on the 
SMART Africa Center also funded by NIMH. His scholarly interests include child and 
adolescent well-being and mental health as well as integrating mental health into 
primary care among adults and a specific interest in brief interventions for substance 
use in primary care.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:smweine@gmail.com
mailto:akweongo@gmail.com
mailto:arvin.bhana@gmail.com
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Rebecca Esliker 
Head of Department, Mental Health Programme,  
University of Makeni,  
Makeni, Sierra Leone 
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE  
Email: ebesliker@gmail.com  
Dr. Rebecca Esliker has a broad background in psychology and 

school administration, with specific expertise in mental health service delivery, clinical 
supervision of mental health nurses, training front-line service providers in the WHO 
Mental Health Gap Action Programme, and mentoring students, as well as over 15 
years of experience working in human service agencies and teaching fields across the 
globe. She has collaborated with a multitude of diverse groups, including K1-12 
students, children with disabilities, refugees, displaced persons, orphans, challenged 
young people, and the elderly. 
 

Muthoni Mathai 
Psychiatrist and Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychiatry, University 
of Nairobi, 
Nairobi, Kenya 
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentee: 
Catherine Musyoka 
Email: muthonimathai@gmail.com 
Dr. Muthoni Mathai has been involved in multiple community-based 

mental health research projects as well as HIV/AIDS projects with a mental health 
component. She leads the MEPI-Linked Project “Research capacity building in Mental 
Health for Better Health Outcomes” funded by NIMH. She focuses on building mental 
health research capacity among faculty and graduate students at the College of 
Health Science in three thematic areas: substance use disorders and HIV, maternal 
depression and child health outcomes, and psycho-trauma and gender-based violence. 
 

Vincent Sezibera 
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology,  
Director of the Centre for Mental Health, 
University of Rwanda 
Kigali, Rwanda 
In-Country Program Director and Mentor: ACHIEVE; Mentees: 
Joyeuse Ukwishaka, Kizito Nkurikiyeyezu 
Email: vsezibera@gmail.com 

Dr. Vincent Sezibera is a Clinical Psychologist. He specializes in Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and child and adolescent traumatic grief. Dr. Sezibera has conducted 
research on trauma and bereavement among young survivors of the 1994 genocide 
against Tutsi in Rwanda. In addition, he has studied the impact of HIV/AIDS on the 
mental health of children and families. As a professor, Dr. Sezibera’s teaching 
workload includes psychopathology, cognitive and behavioral approaches to 
psychotherapy, and grief and mourning. He has also contributed to social service 
workforce development in Rwanda, Benin, Republic of Central Africa, Ivory Coast and 
Cameroon. 
 

 
 

mailto:ebesliker@gmail.com
mailto:muthonimathai@gmail.com
mailto:vsezibera@gmail.com
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Ozge Sensoy Bahar 
Research Assistant Professor, Co-Director of ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Co-Lead and Mentor: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF, LEAD, RRT  
Mentee: Eric Agyemang (ACHIEVE) 
Email: ozge.sensoybahar@wustl.edu 
Dr. Ozge Sensoy Bahar’s global research focuses on child and 

family well-being in global contexts characterized by poverty and associated 
stressors. Within this broad research program, her research examines the multi- 
level factors that expose children, youth, and their families to social and economic 
vulnerabilities, such as engagement in child labor, sexual risk-taking behaviors, 
and mental health, all of which are associated with poverty. In addition, Dr. Sensoy 
Bahar serves as a co-principal investigator/co-investigator qualitative expert on 
NIH-funded projects that test the effectiveness of combined interventions that 
incorporate the family economic empowerment intervention on sexual risk- taking 
behaviors and other psychosocial and health outcomes among vulnerable 
populations, including children, in Uganda and Ghana. 

Proscovia Nabunya 
Assistant Professor, Co-Director of ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Co-Lead and Mentor: CHILD-GRF, LEAD, RRT Alumni 
Mentees: Racheal Nalunkuma (ACHIEVE) 
Email: nabunyap@wustl.edu 
Dr. Proscovia Nabunya’s global research focuses on HIV-stigma 
reduction interventions, mental health, and family and 

community-based support systems as protective factors for the development and 
well-being of children and families impacted by HIV/AIDS. Dr. Nabunya’s current 
research studies, funded by the National Institutes of Health, are focused on: 
addressing HIV-associated stigma among adolescents living with HIV and their 
families in Uganda and low-resourced communities in the US; examining the 
longitudinal HIV treatment adherence outcomes among youth living with HIV 
transitioning into young adulthood; and evaluating the long-term impact of 
economic empowerment intervention on HIV risk prevention and care continuum 
outcomes among orphaned youth transitioning to young adulthood in Uganda. 

Laura Peer 
Associate Director of Capacity Building, ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Administrator: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF, LEAD, RRT 
Email: Lpeer@wustl.edu 
Laura Peer supports ICHAD’s priority objective area of 

Capacity Building, overseeing four NIH-funded training programs: LEAD Global 
Training Program, Researcher Resilience Training Program, CHILD-Global 
Research Fellowship, and ACHIEVE, as well as overseeing Center communications 
and administration. She has worked at Washington University since 2015 and has 
nearly 20 years of experience in global and US public health, higher education, 
and research training and administration. 

mailto:ozge.sensoybahar@wustl.edu
mailto:nabunyap@wustl.edu
mailto:Lpeer@wustl.edu
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Chelsea Hand-Sheridan 
Training Programs Manager, ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. 
Louis St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program Administrator: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF, LEAD, 
RRT Email: c.hand-sheridan@wustl.edu 

        Chelsea Hand-Sheridan oversees ICHAD’s four NIH-funded 
Training Programs, including CHILD-GRF, LEAD, RRT and ACHIEVE. She has 10 years’ 
experience working with vulnerable global populations both in the United States and 
in East Africa. Prior to joining ICHAD, Chelsea worked for nearly eight years in 
refugee and immigrant economic integration and advancement with the International 
Institute of St. Louis. She also worked with the United States Peace Corps as a Health 
Extension Agent in Tanga, Tanzania. 

 Nhial Tutlam 
Research Assistant Professor 
Associate Director for Research, ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis St. 
Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: ntutlam@wustl.edu 

 Dr. Nhial Tutlam is a scholar whose research centers on the 
intersection of mental health impact of war trauma and risk of 

health outcomes such as suicide, substance use and HIV among youth affected by 
conflict, with the aim of developing and testing culturally congruent community-based 
interventions to address the myriad of mental health challenges in this vulnerable 
population both in refugee settlements and resettlement settings. Dr. Tutlam is currently 
leading an NIH-funded study in refugee settlements in Uganda to understand factors 
around adherence to HIV treatment, trauma-associated disorders, psychological 
functioning, and sexual decision-making, which will contribute to understanding of the 
dual public health threats of mental health and HIV in this vulnerable population. 
  

Bethel M. Mandefro 
Center Coordinator, ICHAD 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: b.mandefro@wustl.edu 
Bethel Mandefro oversees the day-to-day operations of ICHAD-
U.S. office including post-award expense tracking and financial 
management, event and logistics coordination for Center activities, 

and supports the procurement, scheduling, and other administrative needs of ICHAD. 
She has worked at Washington University since 2011. She previously worked at the 
Africa Initiative and at the Harris Institute at the School of Law.  
 

mailto:c.hand-sheridan@wustl.edu
mailto:b.mandefro@wustl.edu
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Flavia Namuwonge 
RRT Trainee, ICHAD Research Fellow, and Doctoral Student,  
Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis 
Missouri, USA  
Email: flavian@wustl.edu 
Flavia Namuwonge’s research interests center around working 
with children, adolescents/youth and families impacted by 
poverty, HIV/AIDS and poor mental health functioning. She has 

supported the implementation of multiple NIH-funded research studies led by 
ICHAD in Uganda and has contributed to the dissemination of findings. She is a 
current RRT trainee. 
 

Phionah Namatovu 
Research Director, ICHAD Uganda 
Masaka, Uganda 
Email: nphionah@wustl.edu 
Phionah Namatovu oversees several NIH-funded research 
projects at ICHAD, including study coordination, data 
collection, and data entry and management. Phionah is 

interested in implementation science and is passionate about addressing contextual 
barriers related to the social determinants of health for low-resource communities. 
She leads ICHAD’s efforts of connecting research to local policies in Uganda. 

Anita Kabarambi 
Research Director, ICHAD Uganda 
Kampala, Uganda  
Email: akabarambi@gmail.com  
Dr. Anita Kabarambi serves as the Research Director of Clinical 
Studies at the ICHAD, Uganda office. She has over 10 years’ 
experience conducting and managing HIV clinical trials focused 

on treatments to improve survival of patients with advanced HIV and other non-
communicable diseases. She has collaborated on several HIV prevention studies 
focused on vaginal microbicides, HIV Vaccines and Oral PrEP. 
 

Claire Najjuuko 
Senior Data Manager, ICHAD Uganda  
Incoming PhD Student, Washington University in St. Louis 
Email: najjuukoclaire@gmail.com 
Claire Najjuuko is responsible for coordinating, planning, and 
leading computer-related activities and overseeing research data 
collection, entry, cleaning, storage and transfer. She also serves 
as a data manager responsible for coordinating all data entry, 

cleaning, and storage activities. Previously, she coordinated a study aimed at 
developing a mobile health intervention to address depressive symptoms among 
youth living with HIV in Uganda.  
 

mailto:nphionah@wustl.edu
mailto:akabarambi@gmail.com
mailto:najjuukoclaire@gmail.com
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Rebecca Walugembe 
Training Programs Coordinator, ICHAD Uganda  
Email: rebeccawalu218@gmail.com 
Rebecca Walugembe has over forty years of experience 
working in the banking sector, NGOS, research institutions, and 
diplomatic missions. Rebecca has worked in Kenya, Uganda, 
Southern Africa and the United Kingdom in the field of human 

resources and resources procurement. 
 

Josephine Nabayinda 
RRT Trainee; ICHAD Research Associate and Doctoral Student 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis St. 
Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: j.nabayinda@wustl.edu 
Josephine Nabayinda is a PhD student in the Social Work  
program at Washington University in Saint Louis. Her research 

interests aim at addressing the social, familial and cultural barriers that hinder 
women’s economic mobility and independence in low resource households. 
 

Sanyu Nakayita  
Human Resource Director, ICHAD  
Masaka, Uganda 
Email: sanyu2002@hotmail.com 

  Edwinnah Kasidi 
Accountant Assistant and Media Coordinator, ICHAD 
Masaka, Uganda 
Email: kedwinnah@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

mailto:rebeccawalu218@gmail.com
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GUESTS OF HONOR 
 

First Lady Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni (invited)  
Minister of Education and Sports, Republic of Uganda 
Kampala, Uganda 
Email: Email: permasec@education.go.ug 
Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni is the First Lady of Uganda. 
She is the current Minister of Education and Sports in Uganda's 
Cabinet. She was appointed to this position on 6th June, 
2016. She previously served as Minister for Karamoja Affairs 
in the Cabinet of Uganda between 2011 and 2016.  She also 
served as the elected Member of Parliament representing 

Ruhaama County in Ntungamo District, between 2011 and 2016. She holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Makerere University, and a Diploma in Early 
Childhood Development from Sweden. The first lady is the founder of several non-
governmental organizations in Uganda, including: Uganda Women's Effort to Save 
Orphans (UWESO), which cares for war-related and HIV/AIDS-affected orphans; 
the National Strategy for the Advancement of Rural Women in Uganda (NSARWU), 
which works to economically empower  poor rural women through various 
interventions; the Uganda Youth Forum (UYF) that engages  Ugandan youth for 
purposes of character and behavior formation particularly with regard to HIV and 
AIDS prevention; and the Safe Motherhood Initiative of the Ministry of Health and 
the World Health Organization (WHO) focused on the  reduction of maternal 
mortality and morbidity. She is the Co-chair of CURE Hospital for children with 
disabilities in Uganda; and an active member of the Organization of African First 
Ladies against HIV/AIDS (OAFLA), an Organization that unites the First Ladies of 
Africa in the fight against HIV and AIDS in the Region. 
 

Hon. Jane Ruth Aceng (invited) 
Minister of Health, Republic of Uganda 
Kampala, Uganda 
Email: info@health.go.ug 
Hon. Dr. Aceng is a Pediatrician expert. She has vast 
experience both as a manager and practicing medical 
personnel, which she accumulated while serving in various 
capacities as Medical Officer, Senior Medical Officer, 
Medical Officer Special Grade, Medical Superintendent, 

Consultant Pediatrician, Senior Consultant Pediatrician, Hospital Director. Prior to her 
appointment as Minister of Health, Dr. Aceng served as the Director General Health 
Services where she was responsible for coordinating technical functions for the 
delivery of Health services. As Minister of Health, she possesses the constitutional 
powers and functions of spearheading the Ministry. Among them are administration, 
policy formulation and direction. She is also responsible for defending the Ministerial 
budget and issue orders and statutory regulations on the sector. In addition, she 
initiates and presents to Cabinet, the Ministry memorandums and accounts for the 
State, operations, function and achievements of the health sector. 
 

mailto:permasec@education.go.ug
mailto:info@health.go.ug
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Hon. Ambassador Natalie E. Brown (invited) 
U.S. Embassy in Uganda 
Email: KampalaWebContact@state.gov  
A career member of the Senior Foreign Service, class of 
Minister Counselor, Ambassador Natalie Brown was 
confirmed by the Senate as U.S. Ambassador to Uganda on 
August 6, 2020. She previously served as the Chief of Mission 
of the U.S. Embassy in Asmara, Eritrea.  Other senior 

leadership positions include Deputy Permanent Representative and Deputy Chief 
of Mission of the U.S. Mission to the UN Agencies in Rome, Italy, and Deputy Chief 
of Mission of the U.S Embassy in Tunisia.  Throughout her career, Ambassador 
Brown has garnered experience in both bilateral and multilateral diplomacy with 
a geographic focus on Africa and the Middle East. 

 

Hon. Florence Namayanja 
Mayor, Masaka City 
Masaka, Uganda 
Email: masakacity@masakacity.go.ug 
Hon. Florence Namayanja is the pioneer Mayor of Masaka 
City and the former Member of Parliament for Bukoto 
County East, the position she served for ten years (2011- 

2020). In her political career, she was the LCV Councilor for Kawempe Division, 
where she also served as Council’s secretary for Finance. She represented 
Kawempe North in the Kampala City Council in 2001 and served as Deputy 
Mayor of Kampala capital city from 2006-2011. Before joining active politics, 
she served as an Administrator and Personal Secretary to the Managing 
Director, National Water and Sewerage Corporation. She served as a Member 
of the Council at Mulago School of Nursing and Kyambogo University Council, 
and a Board Member at NWSC. During her tenure in Parliament, she served on 
the Committee of Natural Resources and Committee on Commissions, State 
Authorities & State Enterprises. 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Serverus Jjumba 
Diocese of Masaka 
Masaka, Uganda 
Email: serverjum@gmail.com 
Rt. Rev. Serverus Jjumba was consecrated as a Bishop on 6 
July 2019 at Kitovu, Masaka. He completed his theological 
studies at St. Mary’s National Major Seminary, at Ggaba, 
in Kampala, Uganda. Bishop Jjumba holds a Master of 
Education degree   and   a Diploma   in   Religious Studies, 

awarded by Makerere University. He was ordained a priest on 20 June 1992 
at Masaka. He served at Bikira Parish from 1991 until 1993 and as a formator 
and treasurer at Bukalasa Minor Seminary between 1993 and 2000. In 2000, 
he was appointed as the treasurer of the Catholic Diocese of Masaka, serving 
in that capacity until 2014. He was the Vicar General of the Masaka Diocese 
from 2014 until 2019. The diocese of Masaka is one of ICHAD’s longtime and 
strong collaborators in the region. This partnership was nurtured by the Late 
John Baptist Kaggwa, who welcomed ICHAD to partner with the diocesan 
schools and health clinics in the greater Masaka region in 2004. 

mailto:KampalaWebContact@state.gov
mailto:masakacity@masakacity.go.ug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Water_and_Sewerage_Corporation
mailto:serverjum@gmail.com
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kampala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_Education
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FEATURED SPEAKERS 
 

Buyinza Mukadasi 
Professor and Academic Registrar, Makerere 
University  
Kampala, Uganda 
Email: mbuyinza@mak.ac.ug  
Buyinza Mukadasi, is the Academic Registrar and Professor 
of Forestry Resource Economics at Makerere University. He 

holds a PhD in Forest Management from Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia. 
He has 20 year experience of University research and teaching in the field of 
Forestry and Natural Resource Economics. Previously he has served as the 
Director of Research and Graduate Training where he was in charge of all 
institutional research and graduate training in the university.  Prof. Buyinza has 
served as external examiner at several universities within and outside Africa. 
He has supervised many students at master’s and Doctorate levels in addition 
to mentoring many of them. He has published widely in the field of Forestry 
economics, Community-based natural resource management and Research 
Administration. He has participated in more than 25 International multi-
institutional research projects as a principal investigator, Co-Principal 
investigator or a collaborator. He has built a very strong international network 
of collaborations in research administration and he is a member of the Society 
for Research Administration International. His research interests include forest 
resources economics, ecosystem health and community livelihoods where he has 
published widely. He has served as a member of the Makerere University 
Senate; Board of Research and Graduate Training; Board of Management of 
the Consortium for Advanced Research Training in Africa.  He has chaired 
several national and international boards of professional organisations. 

 
Laura Benoist 
Director, McDonnell International Scholars Academy 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Email: laurabenoist@wustl.edu 
Laura Benoist is the Director of the McDonnell International 
Scholars Academy at Washington university in St. Louis. The 
Academy provides the network with which Washington 
University incubates new ideas and mentors future leaders. In 

her role,  Laura directs the Scholars admissions process, co-teaches the 
Leadership Seminar and communication skills, and unites the McDonnell Academy 
community. Laura also works to attract the most talented and leadership-focused 
international students to Washington University. Additionally, she partners with 
the Vice Provost for Graduate Education & International Affairs to build bridges 
both within Washington University and with external partners to expand the 
university’s reach and awareness. 

 
 
  
 
 

mailto:mbuyinza@mak.ac.ug
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TRAINEE WORKSHOP FACILITATORS AND PRESENTERS 
 

Anita Arinda, MMed (Psychiatry) 
Psychiatrist, Adult HIV Clinic, Mildmay Uganda 
Email: arindaanita@yahoo.com 
Dr. Anita Arinda is a psychiatrist involved in research in Uganda. 
Her research interest is child and adolescent psychiatry and 
specifically neurodevelopmental disorders like autism spectrum 

disorders, intellectual disability and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. She has 
broad training in psychiatry and has participated in research work in various fields 
of psychiatry including HIV and depression in adult patients, maternal mental health, 
caregiving in older patients with dementia and autism spectrum disorders in children. 
She has served in various research capacities as an investigator, study coordinator 
and study psychiatrist.  
 

Nikole Lobb Dougherty 
Director, Brown School Evaluation Center 
Washington University in St. Louis St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: nlobbdougherty@wustl.edu  
Nikole Lobb Dougherty has over 18 years of experience in 
program and systems-level evaluation, project management, 
evaluation capacity-building, data visualization, and innovative 
and effective dissemination and reporting. She leads evaluation 

activities for a number of Center projects, co-facilitates the development and 
implementation of the Center’s strategic plan, provides operational guidance for 
Center staff, and identifies and implements new opportunities and partnerships. 
 

Ilana Seff 
Research Assistant Professor  
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis  
St. Louis Missouri, USA 
Program Mentor: LEAD; Mentee: Jessica Lee 
Email: seff@wustl.edu 
Dr. Ilana Seff's research agenda focuses on improving the lives of 

vulnerable and marginalized populations across the globe using evidence-based 
solutions. Her broad research experience and interests include the prevention of 
violence against women and girls, particularly in humanitarian settings, social norms 
related to violence, and the psychosocial well-being and mental health of refugees 
and displaced populations. 
 

Ijeoma Opara 
Assistant Professor of Public Health; Assistant Clinical Professor 
Yale School of Public Health 
New Haven, Connecticut, USA 
Email: ijeoma.opara@yale.edu 
Dr. Ijeoma Opara is the founder and director of the Substance 

Abuse & Sexual Health Lab. Her research interests focus on HIV/AIDS, STI, and 
substance use prevention for urban youth, racial and gender specific prevention 
interventions for Black girls, and community-based participatory research with urban 
youth. Most recently, Dr. Opara was named the 2020 recipient of the NIH Director's 
Early Independence Award, which funds her 5-year community-based study on youth 
substance use, mental health outcomes, and neighborhoods in Paterson, New Jersey. 

mailto:arindaanita@yahoo.com
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Saltanat Childress 
Assistant Professor 
The University of Texas at Arlington School of Social Work 
Arlington, Texas, USA 
Email: saltanat.childress@uta.edu 

  Dr. Saltanat Childress’s work is to better understand how to 
improve the behavioral, educational and health outcomes associated 

with childhood exposure to trauma, particularly adverse childhood experiences and 
domestic violence, at both local and global levels. Her research and practice seek to 
expand the scope of evidence-based approaches in prevention and implementation 
science, especially among populations in Central Asia and immigrants in the U.S. Her 
work seeks to respond to child maltreatment as a system-wide issue involving responses 
across all levels of family and social institutions. Her work is generating a growing body 
of peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, and policy guidance in these areas. 
 

Rachel Brathwaite 
Research Assistant Professor 
Brown School, Washington University in St Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: rachel.brathwaite@wustl.edu 
Dr. Rachel Brathwaite’s epidemiological research focuses: on 
developing tools to facilitate early prevention/intervention to 

improve the physical and mental health of vulnerable and marginalized populations; 
population health research on modifiable behavioral risk factors among vulnerable 
populations; harm reduction among marginalized populations and; research to identify 
and prevent poor mental and physical health among youth populations in low-and 
middle-income countries. 
 

Ryan Lindsay 
Associate Professor of Practice 
Brown School, Washington University in St Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: rlindsay@wustl.edu 

Ryan Lindsay's career has focused on training new and experienced 
providers in various evidence-based treatments, consulting with 

organizations on how to implement evidence-based programs, and aiding organizations 
in program development utilizing evidence-based principles. At the Brown School, he 
chairs, teaches and advises students within the Mental Health concentration in the Master 
of Social Work program.  
 

Cynthia Williams 
Assistant Dean for Community Partnerships 
Brown School, Washington University in St Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Email: cynthiadwilliams@wustl.edu 
Cynthia Williams works to advance a community-based partnership 
model in St. Louis and surrounding communities to transform and 

increase community participation at the Brown School through research, teaching, and 
volunteerism. She is a highly motivated professional with 37 years of experience in 
academia, and expertise in application of adult learning principles in graduate-level 
education and training, staff management, program development, curriculum 
development, training, conference planning, and project management and evaluation.  

mailto:saltanat.childress@uta.edu
mailto:rachel.brathwaite@wustl.edu
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Samuel Kizito 
Doctoral Student, ICHAD Research Associate,  
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, 
Missouri, USA 
Email: kizito.s@wustl.edu 
Dr. Samuel Kizito is a PhD student in the Public Health Sciences Program 
at the Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis. He is a 
physician- epidemiologist interested in research methodology. Dr. 

Kizito’s work focuses on designing and evaluating public health interventions to improve 
outcomes among youth living with HIV in low-income settings. He has expertise in 
examining treatment efficacy in studies with longitudinal nested data assessing the effects 
of interventions on treatment outcomes. He has previously used advanced statistical 
methods, including multilevel mixed-effects modeling, generalized estimating equations, 
hierarchical linear modeling, survival analysis, latent growth curve modeling, and 
structural equation modeling, to assess the impact of interventions in our NIH-funded 
studies on treatment outcomes among adolescents and young adults. He is an RRT alumni  

 
James Mugisha 
Dean of Social Work and Social Administration, Kyambogo University 
Senior Lecturer in Mental Health, Mental Health Systems Research and 
Development Specialist, Butabika National Referral and Teaching Hospital 
Kampala, Uganda 
Programs: CHILD-GRF, LEAD, ACHIEVE; Mentee: Raymond Atwebembere 
Email: jmmugi77@hotmail.com 
Dr. James Mugisha’s research focuses on systems strengthening in low-

income settings and integration of mental health in primary health care. He has 
collaborated on research studies that integrate management of mental illness in 
HIV/AIDS care, supported by Welcome Trust U.K. and several studies funded to ICHAD 
by NIH. Additionally, he has published a number of manuscripts in high impact journals. 

 
Robin Jarrett 
Professor Emerita, Human Development and Family Studies 
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences 
University of Illinois Urbana – Champaign  
Urbana, Illinois, USA 
Email: rjarrett@illinois.edu  

 Dr. Robin Jarrett’s research interests include positive child and 
adolescent development, ethnic-racial group families, family 

functioning and resilience, and promoting supportive and inner-city communities. She uses 
ethnographic field methods (participant observation, intensive interviewing, focus group 
interviewing, photo-documentation, GIS) to examine family coping strategies among 
inner-city families with preschoolers and adolescents. For over three decades, she has 
conducted research in Chicago neighborhoods and with low-income African American 
families. Her work also considers how residents can promote strong supportive 
neighborhoods and local institutions, despite impoverishment. 

 
 
 

mailto:kizito.s@wustl.edu
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Abel Mwebembezi 
Executive Director, Reach the Youth-Uganda 
Kampala, Uganda 
Email: mwebembezi.abel@yahoo.com 
Dr. Abel Mwebembezi serves as the in-country 
implementation partner for ICHAD in Uganda. Dr. 
Mwebembezi has previously managed a UNFPA grant 
supporting    more    than    12    NGOs    implementing 

reproductive health and HIV/AIDS projects; coordinated the Advocacy Project 
for reproductive health and HIV/AIDS under the African Youth Alliance 
program funded by the Bill and Melissa Gates Foundation and has managed 
multiple child sponsorship education programs. Dr. Mwebembezi also served 
as a Planning Officer with the UN Africa Peace Keeping Mission in Darfur. He 
has been serving as an in-country co-investigator and implementation partner 
to ICHAD’s and SMART Africa’s NIH-funded studies. 

Timothy Opobo 
Executive Director, AfriChild Center, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: CHILD-GRF TAC Member 
Email: topobo@africhild.or.ug 
Timothy Opobo’s primary interests are in social challenges 
affecting children and young people in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

He has over 12 years of development practice experience. He directs the 
AfriChild Center, a multidisciplinary training and research center, that contributes 
to knowledge building and skills development; and influences policy, 
programming and practice concerning the wellbeing of the African child. Mr. 
Opobo previously worked with the African Network for the Prevention and 
Protection against Child Abuse and Neglect in Uganda and Liberia. 

Mordecai Tayebwa 
Senior Grants Manager, College of Health Sciences 
Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Email: tayebwa.mordecai@gmail.com  
Mordecai Tayebwa oversees and supervises grant activities 
for all funded applications both domestic and 

foreign. He has more than 10 years of experience in managing grant 
applications. He has had substantial research output in the field of grant writing 
and   management   and   has   presented   these   findings   at  international 
Conferences. 

 

mailto:mwebembezi.abel@yahoo.com
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Vetta Sanders Thompson 
E. Desmond Lee Professor of Racial and Ethnic Diversity 
Associate Dean for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program: LEAD TAC Member 
Email: vthompson22@wustl.edu 

Dr. Vetta Sanders Thompson’s research focuses on the health and well-being of 
diverse communities, particularly the African American community. Her 
scholarship addresses racial identity and socialization, implications of 
experiences of discrimination and socio-cultural determinants of disparities. Her 
goal is to empower members of the community to improve their health and well- 
being through education and opportunities for action. Dr. Thompson’s funded 
research addresses promotion of cancer screening among African Americans 
and community engagement. She currently co-directs the Center for Community 
Health Partnership and Research at the Institute for Public Health and will serve 
as the inaugural associate director of diversity, equity, and inclusion at the 
Siteman Cancer Center at Washington University in St. Louis. 

 
 

 
 

Ronald Olum 
Research Associate 
Makerere University School of Public Health 
Email: olum.ronald@gmail.com 
Dr. Ronald Olum is a medical doctor. He holds a Bachelor of 

Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery from Makerere University (Uganda) and holds 
a Certificate in Leadership and Management in Health from the University of 
Washington (USA). Dr. Olum has over five years of experience in clinical and public 
health research with interests in child and adolescent health, and the interaction 
between infectious and non-communicable diseases. Over the past two years, Dr. 
Olum has authored or co-authored over forty publications in peer-reviewed 
journals which have contributed to health services advocacy, policy formulations, 
and further research. He currently serves as a technical advisory group member at 
UNESCO and a Guest Associate Editor at Frontiers in Epidemiology Journal. 
 

Massy Mutumba 
Assistant Professor, University of Michigan School of Nursing 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA 
Email: mmutumba@umich.edu 
Dr. Massy Mutumba has worked extensively within clinical 
contexts in Uganda. In addition to her clinical and research 
experience with pediatric HIV in Uganda, Dr. Mutumba has 

been involved in several projects related to building institutional capacity for 
health in areas related to sexual and reproductive health, mental health and 
human resources for health. In collaboration with Dr. Ssewamala, she is currently 
engaged in several NIH- funded research projects related to use of economic 
strengthening interventions to reduce HIV stigma and reduce alcohol use among 
adolescents and youth living with HIV in Uganda. She is a LEAD alumni. 
 
 

mailto:vthompson22@wustl.edu
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Joyce Nankumbi 
Lecturer, Department of Nursing, College of Health 
Sciences, Makerere University, Uganda 
Email: joynankumbi@gmail.com 
Dr. Joyce Nankumbi is a Lecturer in the Department of Nursing, 
School of Health Sciences Makerere University. Her interests are 
in maternal-child health and nutrition. Dr. Nankumbi enjoys 

engaging and contributing to research that focuses on generating new ideas to 
devise feasible solutions to tackle today’s nutrition challenges. 

Tom Lutalo 
Statistician at Uganda Virus Research Institute 
Epidemiology and Data Management 
Entebbe, Uganda 
Email: tlutalo@uvri.go.ug  
Tom Lutalo received his Master’s degree in Statistics from 

the University of Leicester, UK. He has directed the Rakai Health Sciences Project 
data center in Entebbe, Uganda, for the past 14 years and is also principal 
investigator on the Rakai study of contraception and fertility funded by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Center for Reproductive Health at Johns Hopkins University.  

Elvin Geng 
Director, Center for Dissemination and Implementation at 
the Institute for Public Health, and Professor of 
Medicine, Division of Infectious Diseases, School of 
Medicine Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Racheal Nalunkuma 
Email: elvin.geng@wustl.edu 

Dr. Elvin Geng conducts research using the lens of implementation science, to 
advance the use of evidence-based interventions in the public health response 
to HIV and COVID-19 as well as non-communicable diseases. He has worked 
closely with service-delivery organizations in Kenya, Zambia, Uganda, as well 
as in the US. Dr. Geng has been a member of the World Health Organization’s 
Guideline Development Group for HIV, and a Commission for Human Resources 
for Health in Rwanda convened by the National Academies of Science. 

 
Thomas Crea 
Professor and Chair of Global Practice Assistant Dean of 
Global Programs School of Social Work, Boston College 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA 
Email: thomas.crea.2@bc.edu 
Thomas Crea leads local, national, and international 
research projects related to social interventions for 

vulnerable children and families. This research focuses on the intersections of 
child welfare, refugee social protection and education, and strengthening 
humanitarian aid and international development programs. Dr. Crea’s projects 
span multiple countries, which in addition to the United States have included 
Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Malawi, Palestine, Sierra Leone, South Africa, 
and Zimbabwe. Dr. Crea uses primarily mixed-methods, participatory research 
methodologies designed to produce rigorous, yet useful findings for 
stakeholders working with marginalized populations. 

https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/joyce-nankumbi/
mailto:joynankumbi@gmail.com
mailto:tlutalo@uvri.go.ug
mailto:elvin.geng@wustl.edu
mailto:thomas.crea.2@bc.edu
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Mondo Kyateka 
Assistant Commissioner 
Department of Youth and Children Affairs at the 
Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development 
Uganda 
Mr. Mondo Kyateka has nearly 30 years of 
experience in the Public Sector with a special focus 

on the Social Sector. He is a Youth Development and Programming Specialist 
and a Child Protection and Development Expert. Mr. Kyateka also has global 
competence in the Art of Development Communication, Project Design and 
Management, Youth and Child Participation, and Community Empowerment. He 
holds a Degree in Political Science and Public Administration and English 
Literature from Makerere University, A post Graduate International Diploma in 
Youth Work from Frobel Akademie in German, as well as an International 
Certificate in Women’s Education from the National Women’s Education Centre 
Japan. In addition, he holds several certificates in Leadership and Change 
Management, Community Project Management, Communication for 
Development, Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights, Population and 
Development among others. 

 
Gertrude Nakigozi 
Director Programs 
Rakai Health Sciences Program 
Dr. Gertrude Nakigozi is a medical doctor and 
epidemiologist at the Rakai Health Sciences Program, 
Uganda. She is Director Programs, overseeing 
implementation of HIV prevention, care and treatment 

services in twelve districts of Masaka region, which serves over 100,000 HIV 
patients. She is a researcher in the area of HIV and non-communicable diseases. 
Gertrude holds a Bachelor’s degree in Medicine and Surgery (MBChB) from 
Makerere University, Master’s of Public Health from Johns Hopkins University 
and a PhD in epidemiology from Makerere School of Public Health. 
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PROGRAM MENTORS 
 

Catherine Abbo 
Associate Professor, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, 
Department of Psychiatry, College of Health Sciences 
Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: CHILD-GRF; Mentee: Emmanuel Mpamizo 
Email: cathya180@gmail.com 
Dr. Catherine Abbo currently leads the Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry and Mental Health course in the Department of Psychiatry. She is a 
post-doctoral fellow with the Makerere–Sida Fellowship programme. Dr. Abbo’s 
research and clinical interests are in the areas of developmental psychiatry and 
mental health, particularly in relation to the prevention of mental disorders and 
building mental resilience in children and adolescents, and the mental health of 
adolescents in school. 

mailto:cathya180@gmail.com
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Dickens H. Akena 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychiatry, College of 
Health Sciences, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: CHILD-GRF; Mentee: Edgar Guma, and Yvonne 
Karamagi 
Email: akenadickens@yahoo.co.uk 
Dr. Dickens Akena is a psychiatrist and conducts his clinical 
duties at the Butabika National Referral Hospital for 

mental health. Currently, he co-leads the Neuro-Genetics of African Psychosis 
(Neuro-GAP) project, a multi-site research project. Dr. Akena is also a research 
lead for the Volunteer Support and Control Site on the NIHR Global Mental Health 
group on Developing Psycho-Social Interventions Project. 

Lora Iannotti 
Associate Professor, Founder and Director of the E3 
Nutrition Lab, Brown School 
Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Joyce Nankumbi 
Email: liannotti@wustl.edu 

Dr. Lora Iannotti has expertise in maternal and young child nutrition and nutrient 
deficiencies (zinc, iron, vitamin A, B12, choline, and fatty acids) related to poverty 
and infectious diseases. She applies epidemiological methods to investigate 
interventions aimed at reducing stunted growth and development. Dr. Iannotti 
leads projects in Haiti, Ecuador, and East Africa where she collaborates with local 
partners to test innovative, transdisciplinary approaches using animal source foods 
and small livestock and fisheries development. 

 
 
Saidu Kenu 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Epidemiology and Disease 
Control, University of Ghana 
Accra, Ghana 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Darlinda Jiba  
Emaill: ekenu@ug.edu.gh 
Dr. Saidu Kenu has been working in HIV clinical management 

since 2004. He is an experienced public health physician and clinical 
epidemiologist involved in establishing and managing the largest HIV clinic in 
Ghana with over 22,000 patients on roll. Dr. Kenu was keenly involved in the 
establishment of the cancer registry at the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital. He has 
collaborated on projects focused on cervical cancer stigma as well as the 
identification of sociocultural barriers to seeking preventive cervical cancer 
screening among Ghanaian women. 

mailto:akenadickens@yahoo.co.uk
https://e3nutritionlab.wustl.edu/
https://e3nutritionlab.wustl.edu/
mailto:liannotti@wustl.edu
mailto:ekenu@ug.edu.gh
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Eugene Kinyanda 
Head, Mental Health Project, 
Medical Research Council (MRC) Uganda 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: CHILD-GRF; Mentees: Allan Kalungi, Richard Mpango, 
Andrew Ssemata, Leticia Kyohangirwe 
Email: eugene.kinyanda@mrcuganda.org 
Dr. Eugene Kinyanda has undertaken research into the 

psychiatric and psychosocial complications of HIV/AIDS among adults through 
funding by DfID (as part of the EfA Consortium) and the European-Developing 
Countries Clinical Trials Programme (EDCTP; through a Senior EDCTP Fellowship). 
He is currently undertaking a research project on children and adolescents living 
with HIV/AIDS. His other research interests include studies into the psychiatric and 
psychosocial problems of HIV/AIDS orphans, war affected populations, the 
epidemiology of common mental disorders and studies into the meanings of suicide 
from an African perspective. 

 
Fred Makumbi 
Associate Professor, Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Deputy Dean, School of Public Health, College 
of Health Sciences, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: ACHIEVE, CHILD-GRF  
Email: fmakumbi@musph.ac.ug 

Dr. Fredrick Edward Makumbi’s research focus on the Design, Implementation and 
Analysis of Clinical Trials (DIACTs), the demographic impacts of HIV/AIDS including 
infant & child mortality, orphanhood and adolescent sexual behaviours, and in 
reproductive and sexual health especially among the HIV-infected population. He 
has extensive community-based research experience in clinical/community trials 
and longitudinal studies, accrued over an eighteen-year research experience with 
the Rakai Health Sciences Program (RHSP). 

 

Victor Musiime 
Associate Professor, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
College of Health Sciences, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Programs: CHILD-GRF, ACHIEVE; Mentees: Harriet Ajilong, Joyce 
Nankumbi 
Email: musiimev@yahoo.co.uk 
Dr. Victor Musiime conducts research at Joint Clinical Research 

Centre (JCRC), where he holds the position of Senior Research Consultant. He has 
worked as a Paediatrician at JCRC in HIV research, clinical care and treatment 
since 2004. He has also been an investigator on several research protocols, 
including multicenter clinical trials, mainly in infectious diseases, and more 
particularly in Paediatric and Adolescent HIV/AIDS. Dr. Musiime also provides 
clinical care to children on the inpatient/outpatient wards of Mulago National 
Referral Hospital. 

mailto:eugene.kinyanda@mrcuganda.org
mailto:fmakumbi@musph.ac.ug
mailto:musiimev@yahoo.co.uk
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Philippa Musoke 
Professor of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
School of Medicine, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: CHILD-GRF; Mentee: Damalie Nalwanga 
Email: pmusoke@mujhu.org 
Dr. Philippa Musoke has been involved in multiple perinatal HIV 
prevention clinical trials for the last 25years including the 
landmark  HIVNET012   trial,   which   informed   WHO HIV 

prevention guidelines leading to implementation of prevention of mother to child 
transmission (PMTCT) services globally. In addition, she has conducted various 
paediatric antiretroviral treatment trials including pharmacokinetic studies which 
have informed HIV treatment guidelines for infected children. Her areas of interest 
include PMTCT, pediatric HIV treatment for resource-limited settings, childhood TB 
diagnostics and treatment and birth defect surveillance. 

 
Christopher Salas-Wright 
Professor and Assistant Dean, Doctoral Program  
Boston College School of Social Work 
Boston, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Laura Bond 
Email: Christopher.salas-wright@bc.edu  
Dr. Chris Salas-Wright currently leads studies examining the 

experiences of Puerto Rican families displaced by Hurricane Maria and 
Venezuelan crisis migrants in the United States and Colombia, as well as a 
substance use prevention study focused on recently-arrived immigrant youth.  His 
research agenda focuses on the experiences of immigrant youth and families with 
a particular emphasis on cultural stress, mental health, and substance use 
prevention.  

 

 

 

 
 

Leonard Baatiema 
Fogarty Fellow Global Health and Population 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
Massachusetts, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Sasha Hernandez 
Email: lbaatiema@hsph.harvard.edu  
Dr. Leonard Baatiema’s research focuses on understanding to 

what extent the implementation of telehealth (digital health) interventions impact 
on the scope of practice and capacity of non-physician clinicians (NPC) to deliver 
high-quality care at primary health care (PHC) facilities in Ghana. His research 
aims to identify the different health technological tools NPCs use at PHC facilities 
and explore how and why they are used. 

 

mailto:pmusoke@mujhu.org
mailto:Christopher.salas-wright@bc.edu
mailto:lbaatiema@hsph.harvard.edu
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Corrina Moucheraud 
Associate Professor, Department of Health Policy and 
Management 
Associate Center Director, UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research, UCLA Fielding School of Public Health  
Los Angeles, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Sasha Hernandez 
Email: cmoucheraud@ucla.edu   

Dr. Corrina Moucheraud is a global health policy and systems researcher, 
focused on the question: how can we deliver high-quality, efficient, equitable, 
sustainable health services in low-resource, system-constrained settings? Dr. 
Moucheraud conducts both quantitative and qualitative research, including with 
primary data and secondary data, as well as economic evaluation research 
such as cost-effectiveness analyses. Main topic areas include HIV, maternal 
health, and non-communicable diseases, and she primarily conducts research in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

 
 

Andrew Dykens 
Associate Professor 
Department of Family Medicine 
University of Illinois at Chicago  
Chicago, Illinois  
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Darlinda Jiba 
Email: jdykens@uic.edu  

Dr. Andrew Dykens is currently a NIH Fogarty International Research Scientist 
Career Development Award (K01) recipient. He studies the implementation of 
sustainable cervical cancer screening programs through capacity building, 
quality improvement, and behavioral interventions at the regional level in rural 
Senegal. Through the Consortium of Universities for Global Health, Dr. Dykens 
is the Founding Chair for the Capacity Building Subcommittee, a global 
initiative that aims to connect locally identified human resource gaps to existing 
training capacity and evidence-based curricula.  

 
  
 
 

Maria Piñeros-Leaño  
Assistant Professor at Boston College School of Social Work  
Massachusetts, USA, 
Program: ACHIEVE: Mentee: Joyeuse Ukwishaka 
Email: maria.pinerosleano@bc.edu 

Dr. Maria Piñeros-Leaño’s research focuses on addressing 
health and mental health inequities among Latin American migrant and 
immigrant families to ensure that everyone, regardless of where they are from, 
can have a healthy development. Dr. Piñeros-Leaño’s work is currently funded 
through the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), 
where she is exploring the mental health care needs of Puerto Rican families that 
were displaced by Hurricane María. 

 

mailto:cmoucheraud@ucla.edu
mailto:jdykens@uic.edu
mailto:maria.pinerosleano@bc.edu
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Miriam Nakalembe 
Senior Lecturer 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
College of Health Science, Makerere University 
Kampala Uganda 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Scovia Mbalinda 
Email: mnakalembe@gmail.com. 
 

Dr. Miriam Nakalembe is a senior lecturer in the department of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology as well as a clinical researcher involved in implementation 
of research in the area of cervical cancer diagnosis and prevention.  She is 
leading a study in the community using self-collection of vaginal samples for 
HPV testing with GeneXpert, and project to develop a smartphone confocal 
endoscope to diagnose suspected cervical lesions.  She is part of the cervical 
cancer prevention task group at the Ministry of Health.  She is one of the lead 
consultants on the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) and Global Fund pilot 
projects introducing HPV self-testing in ART clinics of regional referral 
hospitals in collaboration with the Central public health laboratories Ministry 
of Health 
 

Aggrey S. Semeere  
Physician/Clinical Research Scientist at Infectious 
Diseases Institute (IDI)/UCSF 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Scovia Mbalinda 
Email: asemeere@idi.co.ug 
Dr. Aggrey Semeere is a Ugandan trained Physician 
and Researcher. He obtained his qualification in 

Internal Medicine from Makerere University, and Epidemiology with 
Implementation science training from the University of California, San 
Francisco. He is involved in various research projects that revolve around the 
epidemiology of chronic co-morbidities (especially cancer and cardiovascular 
disease) among HIV-infected individuals on antiretroviral therapy. His 
research focuses on prevention and early detection of co-morbidities (e.g. 
Kaposi’s sarcoma and Hypertension) using advanced epidemiological 
methods and implementation science based approaches 
 
 

Michelle Silver 
Assistant Professor of Surgery,  
Washington University School of Medicine 
Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Scovia Mbalinda 
Email: michelle.silver@wustl.edu  
Dr. Silver is an epidemiologist and health services 
researcher.  Dr. Silver’s research interests center around 
applied/translational epidemiology, and how to best use 

the results of epidemiologic studies to make and implement evidence-based 
decisions in cancer screening and prevention.  Her research examines patient-
, provider-, and system-level factors that influence the effective translation of 
evidence-based practices, especially screening recommendations, into routine 
clinical care.   

mailto:mnakalembe@gmail.com
mailto:asemeere@idi.co.ug
mailto:michelle.silver@wustl.edu
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Jean Hunleth 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of Public Health 
Sciences, School of Medicine 
Washington University in St. louis  
Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Scovia Mbalinda 
Email: jean.hunleth@wustl.edu  
Dr. Hunleth is a medical anthropologist with public health 

training and professional experience working in global health. Her research 
focuses on the experience of caregiving and treatment seeking for infectious 
and chronic diseases in Africa (most specifically, Zambia) and in the United 
States. She is especially interested in children’s experiences of and responses 
to illness, medicine, and health programming. Her aim is to reduce disparities 
and improve health care delivery through focusing on the practical 
knowledge and lived experience of people typically left out of health 
programming and policy decisions. 

 
Lindsay Stark 
Professor, Associate Dean for Global Strategy and 
Programs, Brown School 
Washington University in St. Louis St. Louis, Missouri, 
USA 
Program: LEAD; Mentee: Jessica Lee  
Email: lindsaystark@email.wustl.edu 

Dr. Lindsay Stark is a social epidemiologist and internationally recognized 
expert on the protection and well-being of women and children in situations 
of extreme adversity, with more than two decades of experience leading 
applied research with operational agencies such as UNICEF, UNHCR, 
International Rescue Committee and the Women’s Refugee Commission. Dr. 
Stark measures sensitive social phenomena and evaluates related interventions 
to reduce violence, abuse and exploitation of women and children.  Dr.  Stark 
co-directs the Center on Violence and Injury Prevention at the Brown School.  

mailto:jean.hunleth@wustl.edu
mailto:lindsaystark@email.wustl.edu
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Janet Nakigudde 
AEWG Chair 2020/2021 Lecturer, Behavioral Scientist Lecturer and 
Clinical Psychologist 
Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Joseph Kirabira, Gloria Abura-
Meerdink 
Email: janetnakigudde@gmail.com  

Ms. Nakigudde mentors undergraduate and postgraduate students in behavioral 
science and bioethics. She is also involved in clinical work in the hospital and started 
the psychological assessment and management of patients in the two Uganda 
National referral hospitals (Mulago and Butabika). In 2015, she was an awardee 
of the John Hopkins Fogarty African Bioethics Training Program, which has enabled 
her serve in the capacity of a focal person for Uganda in the Africa Ethics Working 
Group, an entity appointed by the Oxford Global Initiative in Neuropsychiatric 
GenEthics (NeuroGenE). 

 
 

Larry Yang 
Interim Chair and Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Associate Director 
Founding Director of Global Center for Implementation Science, 
Global Mental Health and Stigma Program  
New York University School of Global Pubic Health 
New York, USA 

      Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Joseph Kirabira  
Email: Lawrence.yang@nyu.edu  

Dr. Yanga received a T32 NIMH-sponsored post-doctoral fellowship at Columbia 
University in psychiatric epidemiology. Dr. Yang’s research focuses on two main 
areas: 1) Global Mental Health and Implementation Science; and 2) Stigma of 
various health conditions with a focus on psychosis. Dr. Yang has received extensive 
interdisciplinary training, including clinical psychology (Boston University), 
psychiatric epidemiology (Columbia University) and medical anthropology 
(Harvard University).  Dr. Yang has received six national awards in stigma, 
including the Maltz Prize for Innovative and Promising Schizophrenia Research.  

 

 

 

Patrick Eugene Turay 
Senior Lecturer, Public Health Department, University of 
Makeni, Makeni, Sierra Leone 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentees: Darlinda Jiba 
Email: patrick_turay@yahoo.com 
Dr. Patrick Turay serves at the Medical Director of Holy Spirit 
Hospital in Makeni, Sierra Leone, the largest private hospital in 
the Northern Province. With a strong focus in community health 

and engagement, he holds membership and executive roles within several 
professional bodies. He has participated in a series of research projects on infectious 
disease,in particular the effects of Ebola virus on community, and the development 
of the Ebola vaccination. 

mailto:janetnakigudde@gmail.com
mailto:Lawrence.yang@nyu.edu
mailto:patrick_turay@yahoo.com
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Mavis Dako - Gyeke 
Associate Professor 
University of Ghana, Department of Social Work 
Accra, Ghana 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Claudia Leung  
Email: mdako-gyeke@ug.edu.gh  
Dr. Mavis Dako-Gyeke’s research interests focus on childhood 
development and family welfare, migration, gender issues, 
social protection, mental health, HIV and AIDS, orphans and 

other vulnerable populations. he is currently the Co-Investigator of a grant that 
studies the extent to which NGOs provide protection for vulnerable groups in the 
Central Region of Ghana. 

 
Rachel Jewkes  
Executive Scientist for Research Strategy in the Office of the 
President of the South African Medical Research Council,  
Honorary Professor 
University of Witwatersrand School of Public Health 
Witwatersrand, South Africa 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Sebenzile Nkosi  
Email: Rachel.Jewkes@mrc.ac.za 

Dr. Rachel Jewkes is a medical doctor, trained at St Thomas’s Hospital in London, 
a physical health specialist and holds an MSc and MD from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. She has an A1 rating from the South Africa 
National research Foundation (NRF). She has worked over three decades in 
research on violence against women, to build understanding this as a major 
obstacle to public health and development, and to use research for stronger global 
policy, prevention interventions and services for survivors. She is an author of over 
350 peer reviewed journal articles, reports, training manuals and book chapters. 
She is a member of the WHO Expert Advisory Panel on Injury and Violence 
Prevention and Control. 

 
Celestin Twizere 
Center Director 
Regional Center of Excellence for Biomedical Engineering and 
e-Health (CEBE) 
University of Rwanda, Kigali, Rwanda 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Kizito Nkurikiyeyezu  
Email: celestintwizere@gmail.com  

Dr. Celestin Twizere received a BSc. degree in Physics from 
the National University of Rwanda in 2001, a MSc degrees in 

Complex Electronics Engineering from University of Roma Tre, Italy, in 2005 and a 
PhD in Engineering of Biomedical Electronics, Electromagnetism and 
Telecommunication from the University of Roma Tre, Italy in 2011. His role plays a 
key strategy of CEBE in positioning itself to operate in a knowledge creation and 
transfer, industry partnership, and technical service delivery ecosystem to achieve 
high-impact results in support of several key health sector initiatives around 
medical equipment and devices, rehabilitation and mobility devices, and e-health 
system services. 

 

mailto:mdako-gyeke@ug.edu.gh
mailto:Rachel.Jewkes@mrc.ac.za
mailto:celestintwizere@gmail.com
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Chenyang Lu 
Fullgraf Professor 
McKelvey School of Engineering 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Kizito Nkurikiyeyezu, 
Joseph Ouma   
Email: lu@wustl.edu  

Dr. Chenyang Lu’s research interests include artificial intelligence (AI) for medicine, 
embedded and real-time systems, cyber-physical systems, and Internet of Things 
(IoT). The author and co-author of over 200 research papers with over 25,000 
citations and an h-index over 70, Professor Lu is Editor-in-Chief of ACM 
Transactions on Cyber-Physical Systems. He also served as Editor-in-Chief of ACM 
Transactions on Sensor Networks, Chair of the IEEE Technical Community on Real-
Time Systems (TCRTS), and Program/General Chair of leading conferences on 
Internet of Things (SenSys), real-time systems (RTSS/RTAS), and cyber-physical 
systems (ICCPS). He received the Outstanding Technical Achievement Award and 
Leadership Award from the IEEE Technical Community on Real-Time Systems in 
2022.  

 

Ruth Nduati 
Professor of Paediatrics 
School of Medicine, College of Health Sciences, University of 
Nairobi 
External Advisory Board Member 
Department of Global Health, University of Washington 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Grace Soma   
Email: mduati@ounbi.ac.ke  
Dr. Ruth Nduati’s major achievement is her contribution to 

the understanding of the epidemiology and biology of breast milk transmission of 
HIV and in integration of prevention of mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT) of HIV 
in resource-constrained settings. Currently, Prof Ruth Nduati is leading an initiative 
to develop a Physician Researcher Training program in the School of Medicine 
which could be the first such program in Africa.  This activity has been funded by 
a Fogarty training grant. Dr. Nduati’s core duties are training undergraduate and 
postgraduate doctors in pediatrics and child health.  In this capacity she has 
supervised more than 30 Masters Dissertation, and several doctoral thesis.  Prof. 
Ruth Nduati maintains an active research collaboration with the Department of 
Global Health at the University of Washington and through this has been able to 
carry out research and mentor several generations of students and researchers 
who are now leaders in their own right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lu@wustl.edu
mailto:mduati@ounbi.ac.ke
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Dalton Wamalwa 
Chair and Lecturer, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health   
University of Nairobi 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Grace Soma  
 Email: dalton.wamalwa@uonbi.ac.ke 
Dr. Dalton Wamalwa participated in the International AIDS 
Research and Training Program at the University of 

Washington, where he received his MPH in Epidemiology in 2005.  His MPH thesis 
was called, "The effect of medication diaries on adherence to HAART among HIV-
1 infected Kenyan children."  His current project looks at the long term efficacy of 
pediatric HAART over a 5 year period. Dr. Wamalwa was a co-Investigator on 
the Optimizing Pediatric HIV-1 Therapy (OPH) project and the EDCTP Pediatric 
Vaccine study.  He is currently working on the MEPI Linked project and the PUSH 
study. 

Phillip Marotta 
Assistant Professor 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis  
Missouri, USA 
Program: ACHIEVE; Mentee: Sebenzile Nkosi    
Email: phillip.marotta@wustl.edu  
Dr. Phillip Marotta’s research focuses on the impact of the 

criminal justice system on disparities in public health, with an emphasis on substance 
use treatment interventions in justice-involved populations and the HIV care 
continuum for justice-involved persons with substance use disorders. Marotta 
examines medication-assisted treatments for opioid use disorder (OUD) in jails and 
prisons. A current project evaluates the effects of methadone treatment during 
custody on recidivism and overdose among recently discharged individuals. 
 

  

mailto:dalton.wamalwa@uonbi.ac.ke
mailto:phillip.marotta@wustl.edu
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TRAINEES BY PROGRAM 

 
CHILD-Global Research Fellowship 
Cohort 2 (2021-2024)  

 

 

Harriet Ajilong, MBChB 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
Makerere University 
Research Interests: Effect of vitamin D supplementation on 
depressive symptoms in HIV-positive adolescents 
Mentor: Victor Musiime 
Email: harrietajilong@gmail.com 

 

 

Raymond Atwebembere, MBChB 
Study Coordinator, International Center for Child Health and 
Development (ICHAD) 
Research Interests: Mental health challenges among 
adolescents living with HIV and on antiretroviral therapy in 
low income households 
Mentor: James Mugisha 
Email: atwebembereraymond77@gmail.com 

 

 

Yvonne Karamagi, MBChB, MPH 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychiatry, Makerere 
University Research Interests: Effect of COVID-19 pandemic 
on mental health of adolescents living with HIV 
Mentor: Dickens Akena 
Email: yvonne.karamagi@mildmay.or.ug 

 

 

Richard Mpango, PhD, MSc 
Head, Mental Health Project, MRC Uganda 
Research Interests: Mental health integration model for HIV 
care services of child and adolescents 
Mentor: Eugene 
Kinyanda Email: 
richmpan@gmail.com 

 

 

Andrew Ssemata, MSc 
Doctoral Student, Research Assistant, Department of 
Psychiatry, Makerere University 
Research Interests: Transitioning pediatric to adult HIV care 
and mental health 
Mentor: Eugene Kinyanda 
Email: andrewssemata@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:harrietajilong@gmail.com
mailto:atwebembereraymond77@gmail.com
mailto:yvonne.karamagi@mildmay.or.ug
mailto:richmpan@gmail.com
mailto:andrewssemata@yahoo.co.uk
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CHILD-Global Research Fellowship 
Cohort 3 (2022-2025) 

 

 

Edgar Guma, MBChB, MMed 
Head of Mental Health Department, General Military Hospital 
Bombo 
Research Interests: Physical, sexual, and emotional violence 
against adolescents living with HIV 
Mentor: Dickens Akena 
Email: gumaedgar97@gmail.com 

 

 

Allan Kalungi, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychiatry, Makerere 
University 
Research Interests: Behavioral problems among perinatally 
infected children and adolescents living with HIV 
Mentor: Eugene Kinyanda 
Email: allankalungi1@gmail.com 

 

 

Leticia Kyohangirwe, MBChB, MMed  
Study Coordinator/Staff Scientist, Medical Research 
Council/Uganda Virus Institute & LSHTM Uganda Research Unit 
Research Interests: Integrating the management of common mental 
disorders into routine Child and Adolescent HIV care. 
Mentor: Eugene Kinyanda 
Email: lkyohangirwe@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Emmanuel Mpamizo, MMed 
Lecturer, Mental Health Department, Gulu University 
Research Interests: Anxiety and depression in children living with 
HIV/AIDS, Alcohol abuse among children with HIV 
Mentor: Catherine Abbo 
Email: wizomymizo@gmail.com 

 

 

Molly Naisanga, MMed 
Graduate Trainee, Department of Mental Health and Psychiatry , 
Gulu University 
Research Interests: Mental health and psychosocial support for 
refugee children and adolescents living with HIV/AIDs 
Mentor: Noeline Nakasujja 
Email: naisangamolly@gmail.com 

 

 

Damalie Nalwanga, MBChB, MMed 
Assistant Lecturer, Department of Pediatrics and Child Health, 
Research Interests: Neurocognitive function among HIV infected 
children hospitalized for severe pneumonia 
Mentor: Philippa Musoke 
Email: naisangamolly@gmail.com 

mailto:gumaedgar97@gmail.com
mailto:allankalungi1@gmail.com
mailto:wizomymizo@gmail.com
mailto:naisangamolly@gmail.com
mailto:naisangamolly@gmail.com
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LEAD Global Training Program Fellows 
2023 Cohort 

 

Gloria Abura-Meerdink, MSW, MSc.  
Graduate Research Assistant, School of Social Work, 
University of Alabama 
Research Interests: Interventions for child and adolescent mental health 
disparities; Child and adolescent mental health gap (Digital and 
Community Mental Health); Community Based Participatory and Mixed 
Methods Approaches; Social Determinants of Health 
Mentors: Keng-Yen Huang, Janet Nakigudde 
Email: gaaburameerdink@crimson.ua.edu  

 

Moiyattu Banya, MSW 
PhD Student, Department of Social Work, New York 
University 
Research Interest: Implementation of culturally relevant multilevel 
interventions, mental health outcomes of refugee and first-
generation immigrant African youth 
Mentors: Theresa Betancourt, Ambiose Jarrett 
Email: mb8384@nyu.edu 

 

Anna Constatino-Petit, PhD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, School of Social Work, 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Research Interests: perinatal mental health and early childhood 
wellbeing, health disparities in maternal and infant mortality, 
biological drives of intergenerational trauma 
Mentor: Patricia Cavazos - Rehg 
Email: acp36@uw.edu 

 

Juan C. Jauregui, MPH, MSW 
Doctoral Student, Department of Social Welfare, University of 
California Los Angeles 
Research Interests: Addressing LGBTQ+ mental health inequities, 
LGBTQ+ minority stressors through structural-level interventions 
Mentor: Patricia Cavazos-Rehg  
Email: jjauregui@g.ucla.edu  

 

Jessica Lee, MD 
Master of Public Health Candidate, Harvard School of Public 
Health  
Research Interests: Provision of care to vulnerable groups 
Mentors: Ilana Seff, Lindsay Stark  
Email: jessicalee@hsph.harvard.edu

mailto:gaaburameerdink@crimson.ua.edu
mailto:mb8384@nyu.edu
mailto:jjauregui@g.ucla.edu
mailto:jessicalee@hsph.harvard.edu
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James Muruthi, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Counseling and Family 
Therapy, Drexel University 
Research Interests: family aging, health, and wellness 
emphasizing marginalized individuals 
Mentors: Fred Ssewamala  
Email:jm5243@drexel.edu 

 

 

Mitra Naseh, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Brown School, Washington University in 
St. Louis  
Research Interests: refugee’s social and economic integration 
from a multidimensional perspective 
Mentors: Fred Ssewamala 
Email: naseh@wustl.edu  

mailto:jm5243@drexel.edu
mailto:naseh@wustl.edu
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Researcher Resilience Training Program 
2022 Cohort 
 

 

 

Patricia Bamwine, PhD, MSW, MA 
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work,  
University of Tennessee, Knoxville  
Research Interests: Mixed-methods projects that examine the 
intersection of gender, race, and class as they relate to social 
problems such as violence 
Mentor: Sean Joe 
Email: pbamwine@utk.edu 

 

 

Aijah Goodwin, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychiatry 
University of Maryland, School of Medicine 
Research Interests: culturally responsive practices that improve the 
mental health help-seeking process for Black adolescents 
experiencing internalizing symptoms and contribute to mental 
health and well-being in schools 
Mentor: Sean Joe 
Email: ABarutiGoodwin@som.umaryland.edu 

 

 

Eric Kyere, PhD 
Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, Indiana University 
Research Interests: racial disparities in education and health, 
racial-ethnic socialization, racial-ethnic identity and youth of 
persons of African descent's developmental outcomes  
Mentor: Sean Joe Email: 
ekyere@iupui.edu 

 

 

Woodjerry Louis, MSW 
Doctoral Student, Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
Research Interests: examining how oppression, marginalization, 
structural racism, and intersectionality identities shape the risk of 
suicidal thoughts and behaviors in black adolescents  
Mentor: Sean Joe 
Email: wlouis@wustl.edu  

 

 

Ashleigh LoVette, PhD 
Assistant Professor, College of Public Health, Ohio State University 
Research Interests: how resilience, trauma, and healing along 
with relationships and social contexts shape sexual and mental 
health among girls and young women 
Mentor: Mary McKay 
Email: lovette.15@osu.edu 
 

 

 

Simon Mwima, MA, MPH 
Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant, Department of 
Social Work, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
Research Interests: HIV prevention and treatment, social and structural 
drivers for STI/HIV vulnerability, prevention, care, and treatment 
Mentor: Fred Ssewamala 
Email: smwima2@illinois.edu  

 

mailto:pbamwine@utk.edu
mailto:ekyere@iupui.edu
mailto:wlouis@wustl.edu
mailto:lovette.15@osu.edu
mailto:smwima2@illinois.edu
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Rashida Namirembe, MSW 
Study Coordinator, ICHAD; Incoming PhD Student, 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
Research Interests: working with families of children and youth 
experiencing mental health, HIV, and poverty  
Mentor: Fred Ssewamala 
Email: namrashidah@gmail.com  

 

 

Flavia Namuwonge, MBA 
PhD Student, ICHAD Research Fellow,  
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
Research Interests: working with children, adolescents, and families 
impacted by poverty, HIV/AIDS and poor mental health 
Mentor: Fred Ssewamala  
Email: flavian@wustl.edu  

 

 

Portia Nartey, MSW, MSP 
Study Coordinator, ICHAD; Incoming PhD Student 
Brown School, Washington University in St. Louis 
Research Interests: designing, adapting and testing evidence-
based culturally-responsive interventions that address the 
multilevel factors including poverty and gender norms that 
undermine the socioeconomic well-being of adolescent girls and 
women in low-resourced communities globally. 
Mentor: Fred Ssewamala 
Email:portianartey@wustl.edu 

 

mailto:namrashidah@gmail.com
mailto:flavian@wustl.edu
https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/mamadu-baldeh/
mailto:portianartey@wustl.edu
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ACHIEVE Training Program – 2023 Cohort 

 

 

Eric Agyemang , PhD, MSW 
Research Scientist, Social Development Research Group, 
University of Washington 
Research Interests: testing community-based interventions that 
advance child trafficking prevention and the mental health and 
well-being of victims of child labor trafficking, using 
implementation science 
Mentors: Patricia Akweongo, Ozge Sensoy Bahar, Kirsten 
Davison 
Email: eagyeman@uw.edu  

 

 

Laura Bond, MA  
PhD Candidate, School of Social Work, Boston College 
Research Interests: task-shifting evidence-based interventions, 
implementation of mental health and psychosocial support 
programs, post-conflict communities, and naturalistic trials 
Mentors: Vincent Sezibera, Theresa Betancourt, Christopher 
Salas – Wright  
Email: bondlc@bc.edu 

 

 

Sasha Hernandez, MD 
OB/GYN Team Leader, AMPATH Ghana/New York University 
Research Interests: improving global access to equitable 
maternal healthcare, working towards this goal through a 
combination of research, capacity building, policy improvement, 
and protocol and program implementation. 
Mentors: Leonard Baatiema, Corrina Boucheraud, Yesim Tozan  
Email: sasha.hernandez@nyulangone.org    

 

 

Darlinda Jiba, MBChB 
Internal Medicine Resident and Clinical Research Officer, 
University of Sierra Leone Teaching Hospitals Complex - Under 
the West African College of Physicians 
Research Interests: Cervical Cancer Prevention, Human Papilloma Virus 
Vaccination Uptake and Hesitancy Among Caregivers of Adolescent 
Girls Living with HIV in Tertiary Hospitals in Sierra Leone. 
Mentors: Patrick Eugene Turay, Andrew Dykens, Saidu Kenu 
Email: darlindajiba.dj@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bondlc@bc.edu
https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/catherine-musyoka/
mailto:darlindajiba.dj@gmail.com
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Joseph Kirabira, MBChB, MMed 
Senior Lecturer and Head of Psychiatry Department, Busitema 
University Faculty of Health Science, Mbale, Uganda 
Research Interests: mental health challenges among children and 
adolescents with chronic medical conditions such as epilepsy and 
HIV/AIDS with current focus on the latter 
Mentors: Janet Nakugudde, Larry Yang, Yesim Tozan Email: 
kirabirajoseph64@gmail.com 

 

 

Claudia Leung, MD 
Medical Team Lead, AMPATH Ghana/New York University, USA 
Research Interests: design thinking and transdisciplinary 
stakeholder engagement to co-create innovative solutions for NCD 
care 
Mentors: Mavis Dako-Gyeke, Yesim Tozan, Keng-Yen Huang 
Email: Claudia.Leung@nyulangone.org 

 

 

Scovia Mbalinda, MSc, PhD 
Lecturer and Graduate Coordinator, Department of Nursing, 
College of Health Sciences, Makerere University 
Kampala, Uganda 
Research Interests: Reproductive health, maternal and child health, 
adolescent health, medical education and Health system 
strengthening. 
Mentor: Miriam Nakalemba, Michelle Silver, Jean Hunleth, 
Aggrey Semeere 
Email: snmbalinda@gmail.com 

 

 

Tara McCrimmon, MPH, MIA 
DrPH Student, Department of Sociomedical Sciences, Mailman 
School of Public Health, Columbia University 
Research Interests: HIV prevention and treatment, including 
access to services among vulnerable populations, structural 
interventions, the impacts of health and social policies on 
healthcare access, and implementation science. 
Mentor: To be confirmed 
Email: trm2131@columbia.edu 
 
Racheal Nalunkuma, MBChB 
Medical Doctor/Research Associate, Mengo Hospital, 
Kampala, Uganda 
Research Interests: tackling the issue of stigma among HIV-
positive Adolescents in Uganda through an innovative 
approach that aims to promote adherence to antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) drugs and also empower their independent drug 
administration 
Mentor: Proscovia Nabunya 
Email: kasoziracheal@gmail.com 
 
  

 

https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/ronald-olum/
mailto:kirabirajoseph64@gmail.com
mailto:Claudia.Leung@nyulangone.org
https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/melissa-reimer-mcatee/
mailto:snmbalinda@gmail.com
https://sites.wustl.edu/achieve/people/nhial-tutlam/
mailto:trm2131@columbia.edu
mailto:kasoziracheal@gmail.com
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Sebenzini Nkosi, PhD 
Senior Scientist, Department of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other 
Drug Research Unit, South African Medical Research Council 
Cape Town, South Africa 
Research Interests: men’s health, specifically the role of gender 
norms in men’s vulnerability towards health risks, including 
violence, substance use, and other mental health issues.  
Mentors: Arvin Bhana, Rache Jewkes, Phillip Marotta 
Email: sebenzile.nkosi@mrc.ac.za  
 

Kizito Nkurikiyeyezu, PhD 
Lecturer and Researcher, Centre of Excellence in Biomedical 
Engineering and eHealth, University of Rwanda 
Kigali, Rwanda 
Research Interests: developing homegrown solutions to healthcare 
problems in Rwanda and Africa, utilizing artificial intelligence (AI) 
Mentors: Vincent Sezibera, Celestin Twizere, Chenyang Lu 
Email: mailto:nkuzito@gmail.com  
 
Grace Soma, MBChB, MMed, MSc 
Paediatrician and Child Health Specialist, South Sudan Medical 
Journal 
Juba, South Sudan 
Research Interest: to test out innovative and novel strategies to de-
stigmatize HIV testing, increase uptake and acceptability, and to 
make it a routine and universal healthcare intervention for all children 
and in all healthcare settings. 
Mentors: Ruth Nduati, Dalton Wamalwa, Mary McKay 
Email: gracejuansoma@yahoo.com  
 
Joyeuse Ukwishaka, MBChB, MMed, MPH 
Maternal Newborn and Child Death Audits Advisor, Department of 
Sexual, Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health, 
IntraHealth International/ USAID Ingobyi Activity  
Kigali, Rwanda 
Research Interests: implementation science, with a focus on research 
on children and parenting 
Mentors: Vincent Sezibera, Theresa Betancourt, Maria Pineros-Leano 
Email: joyukwishaka@gmail.com  

 

mailto:sebenzile.nkosi@mrc.ac.za
mailto:nkuzito@gmail.com
mailto:gracejuansoma@yahoo.com
mailto:joyukwishaka@gmail.com
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FORUM SPONSORS 
 

The International Center for Child Health 
and Development (ICHAD)’s mission is to 
contribute to the reduction of poverty and 
the improvement of health and overall 
developmental outcomes for youth and 

families in low-resource communities, particularly those in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
The Center conducts rigorous applied research focused on family-level economic 
strengthening and empowerment interventions that tackle the interactive effects 
of poverty, disease, and health-related risk factors for youth. ICHAD also seeks 
to increase public awareness and support for asset-based social programs, as 
well as to promote research-driven policy and programming. Learn more at: 
http://ichad.wustl.edu 

Funded by the National Institute of 
Mental Health, the SMART Africa 
Center (Strengthening Mental 
health And Research Training) is an 
African regional trans-disciplinary 

collaborative center aimed at reducing gaps in child and adolescent mental 
health services and research in Ghana, Kenya, and Uganda through a population 
approach to child mental health. SMART Africa Center strives to reduce gaps in 
child and adolescent mental health services and research in Sub- Saharan Africa 
(SSA), through a population approach to child mental health. SMART Africa 
Center is one of the very first child mental health implementation research 
partnerships set in SSA. Learn more at: https://sites.wustl.edu/smartafrica 

 

“Here and Next” is Washington 
University’s 10-year strategic vision. Five 
guiding principles informed the 
development and eventual vision for 

Here and Next: academic distinction; community impact; global perspective; 
equity, diversity and inclusion; and stewardship. Its aims are firmly centered on 
three areas of focus: research that sets a global standard, investments in our 
people, the good of every neighbor. Learn more at: https://provost.wustl.edu/ 

http://ichad.wustl.edu/
https://sites.wustl.edu/smartafrica/
https://provost.wustl.edu/
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The National Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) is the lead federal agency for 
research on mental disorders. NIMH is one 
of the 27 Institutes and Centers that make 

up the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the largest biomedical research 
agency in the world. NIH is part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. It has a mission to transform the understanding and treatment of mental 
illnesses through basic and clinical research, paving the way for prevention, 
recovery, and cure. Learn more at: www.nimh.nih.gov 

The Fogarty International Center is 
dedicated to advancing the mission 
of the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) by supporting and facilitating 

global health research conducted by U.S. and international investigators, 
building partnerships between health research institutions in the United States 
and abroad, and training the next generation of scientists to address global 
health needs. The Fogarty International Center’s vision is a world in which the 
frontiers of health research extend across the globe and advances in science are 
implemented to reduce the burden of disease, promote health, and extend 
longevity for all people. Learn more at:  
https://www.fic.nih.gov/Pages/Default.aspx 

The National Institute on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities 
(NIMHD) invests in research and 
fosters collaborations and 

partnerships to promote and support evidence-based science to inform practice 
and policy. Its programs and initiatives provide a leading edge in enhancing 
the scientific knowledge base and designing interventions to improve health 
outcomes to reduce and ultimately lead to the elimination of health disparities. 
Learn more at: https://www.nimhd.nih.gov 

 
Eunice Kennedy 
National Institute 
of   Child   Health 

and Human Development (NICHD) was founded in 1962 to investigate human 
development throughout the entire life process, with a focus on understanding 
disabilities and important events that occur during pregnancy. NICHD’s mission 
is to lead research and training to understand human development, improve 
reproductive health, enhance the lives of children and adolescents, and optimize 
abilities for all. Learn more at: https://www.nichd.nih.gov 

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
https://www.fic.nih.gov/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.nimhd.nih.gov/
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/
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Reach the Youth Uganda (RTY) is a youth focused non- 
governmental organization founded serving in and out 
of school children, youth and women below 30 years, 
and HIV infected and affected populations. The 
organization’s mission is to partner with youth to 

contribute to the process of enabling them to access opportunities and make the 
right choices. By encouraging values such as integrity, teamwork, innovativeness, 
mutual respect and professionalism, the organization’s vision is a world where 
the youth have an opportunity to maximize their potential and influence 
decisions that affect their lives. Learn more at: http://www.reachtheyouth.org 

 

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 
 

Makerere University is one of the oldest and most 
prestigious Universities in Africa. Makerere University is a 
thought leader of knowledge generation for societal 
transformation and development. The university is 
committed to providing transformative and innovative 
teaching, learning, research and services responsive to 
dynamic national and global needs, through 

accountability, professionalism, inclusivity, integrity and respect. Learn more at: 
https://www.mak.ac.ug 

The mission of AfriChild Centre is to 
generate research that contributes to the 
evidence base to improve the lives and 
wellbeing of the African child. In 
collaboration with the public and private 

sectors, academia and civil society, the center undertakes a range of issues such 
as child health, education, and protection against violence using innovative tools 
and methodologies to provide empirical evidence that is used to influence policy 
and practice. The Centre uses the evidence generated to advocate for child 
well-being among policy makers, Child Safety Organizations and practitioners 
at both national and international levels. Learn more at: 
https://africhild.or.ug/Home 

Mildmay Uganda is a national non-government organization 
established in Uganda in 1998 as a Centre of Excellence for 
provision of comprehensive HIV & AIDS prevention, care, 
treatment and training services. Its mission is to empower 
communities for health and sustainable livelihoods by providing 
quality healthcare, developing human resources for health and 
generating evidence to influence health policy. Learn more at: 
https://mildmay.or.ug 

http://www.reachtheyouth.org/
https://www.mak.ac.ug/
https://africhild.or.ug/Home
https://mildmay.or.ug/
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New York University (NYU) is one of the nation’s largest 
private institutions of higher education. NYU’s mission is to 
be a top-quality international center of scholarship, 
teaching and research. This involves retaining and 
attracting outstanding faculty who are leaders in their 
fields, encouraging them to create programs that draw 

outstanding students, and providing an intellectually rich environment. NYU 
seeks to take academic and cultural advantage of its location and to embrace 
diversity among faculty, staff and students to ensure a wide range of 
perspectives, including international perspectives, in the educational experience. 
Learn more at: https://www.nyu.edu 

Boston College (BC) is a coeducational university and one of 
the oldest Jesuit, Catholic universities in the United States. It 
seeks to be the national leader in the liberal arts; to fulfill its 
Jesuit, Catholic mission of faith and service; to continue to 
develop model programs to support students in their formation; 
and to seek solutions—as researchers, educators, leaders, and 

caregivers—that directly address the world’s most urgent problems. The School 
of Social Work educates students to address the world’s most pressing social 
problems in innovative and effective ways. It collaborates with communities 
embedded in social dilemmas to design enduring solutions and prioritize equity, 
justice, and inclusion in everything we do. Learn more at: https://www.bc.edu 

University of Illinois Chicago is the largest university in the 
Chicago area. The mission is to create knowledge that 
transforms views of the world and, through sharing and 
application, transforms the world. To provide a wide range of 
students with the educational opportunity. To address the 
challenges and opportunities facing not only Chicago but all 

Great Cities of the 21st century. To foster scholarship and practices that reflect 
and respond to the increasing diversity of the United States in a rapidly 
globalizing world. To train professionals in a wide range of public service 
disciplines. Learn more at: https://www.uic.edu 

The University of Makeni (UNIMAK) is a 
private university in the Northern 
Province of Sierra Leone. UNIMAK 
places “social development” at the 
heart  of  everything  it  does.  For  this 

reason, UNIMAK has made great efforts to develop academic programs that 
are rooted in the everyday reality of contemporary Africa. The mission of 
UNIMAK is informed by Catholic social teaching, to promote sustainable human, 
social, political and economic development in Sierra Leone and Africa as a 
whole, which at the same time respects the environment so that its resources are 
used for the benefit of all. Learn more at: https://unimak.edu.sl 

https://www.nyu.edu/
https://www.bc.edu/
https://www.uic.edu/
https://unimak.edu.sl/
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The University of Ghana, was founded as the 

University College of the Gold Coast by 
Ordinance on August 11, 1948 for the 
purpose of providing and promoting 

university education, learning and research. The mission is to create an enabling 
environment that makes University of Ghana increasingly relevant to national 
and global development through cutting-edge research as well as high quality 
teaching and learning. Through its research institutes and other centers of 
learning and research, faculty members are involved in studies that support 
policy making for national development, often in collaboration with other 
international institutions. Learn more at: https://www.ug.edu.gh 

University of Nairobi (UON) is the main 
institution of higher learning and the 
oldest, the largest and rated among the 
top ten universities in Africa. Located in 

the center of the capital city Nairobi, UON consists of 6 Colleges around Nairobi 
and several out-of-town extramural colleges. The mission of UON is to provide 
quality university education and training and to embody the aspirations of the 
Kenyan people and the global community through creation, preservation, 
integration, transmission and utilization of knowledge. Learn more at: 
https://uonbi.ac.ke 

The University of Rwanda is a singular, multi- 
campus institution that was established by the 
Government of Rwanda in 2013 by merging 
seven higher learning institutions into a 
consolidated entity. The mission is to support the 

development of Rwanda by discovering and advancing knowledge, committed 
to the highest standards of academic excellence, where students are prepared 
for lives of service, leadership and solutions. Learn more at: https://ur.ac.rw 

 
University of Kwazulu-Natal (UKZN) 
is one of three top ranked African 
universities, formed as a result of the 
merger between the Universities of 
Durban-Westville   and   Natal. The 

former was a historically black university and the latter a historically white 
institution under the apartheid era. The merger effectively eradicated these 
disparities and brought together the rich traditions of two major institutions of 
higher learning in South Africa, with a vision of becoming the premier university 
of African Scholarship. UKZN aims to establish a value-driven organizational 
culture that empowers the Institution and its people to achieve institutional goals. 
Learn more at: https://ukzn.ac.za 

https://www.ug.edu.gh/
https://uonbi.ac.ke/
https://ur.ac.rw/
https://ukzn.ac.za/
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The late Bishop Kaggwa 
welcomed ICHAD to partner 
with Diocesan schools and 
clinics in the Greater Masako 
Region in 2004. The 
partnership has been 
nurtured to date. It is against 
this background that we 
would like to uphold the 
legacy of Bishop Kaggwa in 
the form of a scholarship fund. 

 
Make your generous contribution 
towards this noble cause today!!! 
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Read more: 
https://source.wustl.edu/2022/11/offering-

hope-and-a-way-forward 
 

https://source.wustl.edu/2022/11/offering-hope-and-a-way-forward/
https://source.wustl.edu/2022/11/offering-hope-and-a-way-forward/
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Watch video: https://youtu.be/dYoRK3uxgYY 

https://youtu.be/dYoRK3uxgYY
https://youtu.be/dYoRK3uxgYY
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