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Coping with Canada Geese 
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The Canada Goose

Giant Canada goose

• Commonly nests 
throughout the 
state

• 11-13 pounds on 
average

• ‘Resident geese’
• Limited to no 

migration 
patterns

A bit of history…

Early 20th century – extirpation

1860’s -1900 – no geese in Ohio

1956 - Restoration and protection

1979 – Ohio had 18,000 geese

Present time – nesting in all counties

Canada Goose Damage

Grazing
• Damages lawns, turf, crop 

fields, landscaping, ponds 
edges

Accumulation of feces
• Degraded water quality
• Accumulations in lawns, 

sports fields, golf courses, 
etc.

Vehicle/Aircraft Collisions

Aggressive behaviors
• Inside and outside of nesting 

season

Don’t blink…
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Goose Habitat is Plentiful.
If you build it, they will come…

Goose Ecology

o Highly adaptive species

o Successful reproductive 
strategy

• Early nesting in 

        February – March

• Territorial & defensive

o Young imprint birth place

o Long-lived species (20 yr)
• No natural predators

Flightless Period

A lot of damage can occur 
during this period:

Goslings
• 10 weeks old = flight

• Born late April - late June

• Could last into July

Adults
• End of June-July adults molt for 3 

weeks

Starting in April, management 
difficult:

• Adult won’t leave goslings

• Adults can’t fly

Canada Goose Activity by Month 

Seasons for 

Canada Geese
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mating

Nesting

Gosling 

Maturing & 

Foraging

Molting

Pond Hopping 

& Foraging

= migration

   movements

Geese being to migrate “north” to summer sites.

Young are born; adults move 

them.

All geese can fly.

Geese being to migrate 

“south” to winter sites.

Steps for Canada Goose Management

1) Understand the habitat needs

• Permanent source of water, green grass, nesting cover

2) Make timely, cost-effective decisions to reduce damage to a 
tolerable level

3) Employ management options 

• Often involves persistence and commitment 

4) Monitor and evaluate success of methods.

Geese are here to stay, so don’t set impossible goals.
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Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 

Most birds are protected under the MBTA of 1918, which is an 
international treaty between Canada, Mexico, Japan, & Russia. 

• Active nest → contain 
viable eggs or chick

• Can remove nest if no 
eggs or chicks 
associated with it

It is illegal to harm, take, or possess migratory birds, parts 
of them, active nests, and eggs, EXCEPT during hunting 
season or by special permit.

Canada Goose Nest ID

• Usually by water, on 
ground or on raised 
structure

• Bowl shaped, made 
from vegetation, 
lined with feathers 
and down

• 5 eggs/nest 
• Feb. – April
• Up to 11 eggs

Options for Managing Goose Damage:

• Education and Outreach
 

• Repellents

• Harassment techniques
• Dogs
• Acoustic deterrents
• Visual deterrents

• Habitat Modification/ 
Exclusion

• Population Management
• Lethal control
• Permits

Habitat Modification

Modify food source

• NWSG over CSG (parks, 

community green spaces)

• Less desirable turf grasses

• Tall fescue

• Let grass grow taller

• 7-14” (airfields) 

• Make it taste bad

• Use of pesticides

Pesticides

Methyl anthranilate (i.e., Liquid fence)

• Oil-based chemical derived from 

grapes

• Causes throat irritation

Anthraquinone 

• Stomach irritant/visual cue

• Flight Control Max

• Note site use restrictions

• Flight Control Plus

• Municipal sites, urban areas, sports 
fields, park grounds, residential 
buildings/home lawns, golf courses

Goose repellents are applied to turf.

• Both are rain resistant

• Rarely cost-effective 

over large areas

Best Use:  Short-term, 

temporary protection of 

small areas

Habitat Modification and Exclusion

Make water less attractive

• Exclusion – physical or plant 

barriers

• Trees and shrubs, grasses 

along edges of pond - 10’ 

wide buffer

• Fences - 3’ high or 2 wires 

@ 6” and 18”

• Plant emergent aquatic 

vegetation in water

• Native, non-invasive

• Steep banks – 64° for ≥7’

• Rock barriers – 20 x 24” stone
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Residential Pond Recommendations

Maintain 
25–50-ft-wide 
vegetated 
buffer strips 
around ponds.

Maintain 
native plants in 
landscape.

Plant rain 
gardens.

Photo courtesy Eugene Braig

Habitat Modification 

Remove domestic ducks

• Can act as live attractants to 

geese

• No state or federal permit 

required to remove domestic 

ducks

• Educate public first as to why 

they are being removed

Remove Mute Swans

• Non-native species impacting 

trumpeter swan populations 

(native species)

• More aggressive than geese

Harassment Techniques

1) Harassment starts early

• Geese begin pairing off as early 
as late February

2) Use other management  
      options at the same time

 Other harassment techniques, 
population management, habitat 
modification

3) These techniques often
       require persistence,
       patience, and commitment

Don’t stop until they FLY off the 

property.

Harassment Techniques

Dogs
• Allow dogs continual 

access to birds

• At least 4-6 times/day

Visual deterrents

• Green lasers and lights

• Predator effigies

• Move daily

• Use prior to nest 

establishment

• Remote control devices 

• No air drones allowed

Visual Harassment: Green Lasers

Green lasers
• Effective
• Geese, vultures, crows

Available online

Works best in low light 
conditions (dawn and dusk)

Take caution and be mindful 
of aircraft

Green Laser Used Against Geese

Video courtesy USDA, Wildlife Services

Lasers are NOT effective against geese that are active 

nesting, on goslings that cannot fly, or on adult geese 

that are molting and cannot fly (typically April – June).
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Harassment Techniques:
Noise Makers

Screamers, bangers
• Launch pistol

Shell crackers
• 12-gauge break-action 

shotgun

Must comply with ATF storage 
requirements

Other pyrotechnics considered 
a firework – need permit

Store in locked metal container 

with non-sparking interior.

Explosive Pest Control Devices 

(EPCDs)

Ohio Division of Wildlife Tech Sheets:

Available at:  u.osu.edu/wildside

Harassment Techniques

Biological 

• Dogs – work well on geese

• Mute swans – problem, no 
solution

Drones – can’t use to 
harass wildlife (Airborne 
Hunting Act)

Population Management

Hunting 

• Early season: September

• Regular season: October – 

February

• Reinforces harassment

MBTA Nest memorandum 

• Can remove nest if no 

eggs or chicks present

Population Management

Out of season hunting permits

• Can reinforce harassment

Egg permit

• Shaking, dipping in oil, drilling

• Egg won’t hatch

• Extends nesting season!

Goose round-ups

• June - flightless period

• Contract out OR

• Must be trained by Division 

of Wildlife

When you need a permit:

Goose Damage Permit

Available March 11 – August 31

Call DOW County 

Wildlife Officer or 

District Office for 

more info
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Goose Damage Permits – Online 
Reporting System

Call DOW County 

Wildlife Officer or 

District Office for 

more info

wildohio.gov search ‘Goose damage’

Think twice about predator management…

www.urbancoyoteresearch.com

Education and Outreach

• Becoming more and 
more important in 
residential areas

• Residents may not agree 
w/management decisions

• Feeding geese 

Consider a ‘No Feeding’ Ordinance

Nesting Geese in High Traffic Areas

Placing snow fence between the nest and where people walk 

can stop aggression issues. Be prepared with fence in March.

Strategies for Managing Goose Conflicts

Harassment - February and March

       Consider nesting Permit

            Deal with hatch

                 Consider roundup permit

                      Deal with post-molt movers

                           Consider shooting permit

                                Deal with early migrants

                                     Deal with migrants

   

Slide courtesy Geoff Westerfield, ODW

Focusing on 

effective non-

lethal control 

methods leads 

to minimizing 

reliance of 

permits.

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife/goose/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qibr4leHy5Lc0M&tbnid=8nPKyRM-ReZvYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.news-leader.com/article/20081106/COLUMNISTS17/811060312/&ei=NQdxUrv2NITf2QX6nIDgAQ&bvm=bv.55617003,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHXUz5m6joy6RJRTh8Iy0CQNM-iCA&ust=1383225441010968
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Strategies for Managing Goose Conflicts

•  Timing is critical - before nesting!

•  Create a tool bag!

• There is no “magic bullet”

•  Be persistent, patient, and committed

•  Consider regional management

•  Make the area unattractive to the birds

The most successful plans aim to 
reduce goose numbers to a 

tolerable level. 

Geese are here to stay, so don’t 
set impossible goals.

Canada Goose Fact Sheets

Available at:

u.osu.edu/wildside
Search ‘geese’

wildohio.gov
Marne Titchenell
Extension Wildlife 

Program Director

titchenell.4@osu.edu

614-292-0402

mailto:titchenell.4@osu.edu
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