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Chinese written language is different from its colloquial language in several
aspects such as the choice of words and structures. It has been observed (Feng
2003) that prosody plays a much more important role in the written form than in
the colloquial one. In this paper, the phenomenon that a four syllable verb
compound in the written Chinese which is usually reorganized as a dissyllabic
verb compound is analyzed from a prosodic point of view. This paper argues that
it is the conformation to the Nuclear Stress Rule that causes this reorganization
of the Chinese verb compounds.
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Y AN: REORGANIZATION COMPOUND VERBS
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