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DEFINING MY TERMS:

e Text --any artifact (oral, aural, visual or tactile) whose combined symbols are intended to be interpreted in order to convey or make
meaning.

e Reading--as the perception and decoding of any text.

o Aural literacy--will specifically refer to the perception and pro-
cessing of a text through listening

e Alphabetic literacy--the perception and processing of a text i Sam e A E
through tactile or visual means. = S\ Listen tothe clasics anywhere
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GUIDING AND FRAMING QUESTIONS: f" " P QS i

o What are the absolutely necessary criteria for defining literacy A ! :
and what are the social and cultural consequences of this defi-
nition for the people to whom it is applied?

e s literacy being able to perceive alphabetic symbols (visually
or tactilely), associate them with sounds, and put those sounds
together to create larger linguistic symbols, ones which carry

some meaning? Or is literacy the ability to perceive words, o ot Gl s colctonth 10 st sk f e

. P . . . in audio book format pre-loaded on an MP3 player

individually and in relation to one another and draw meaning e e S e P S
from them, to such a degree that the perceiver can internalize e s s B

their meaning and respond to it (i.e. comprehension)? Or must -
a person be able to do both to be called literate? ;

o Whatis lost and who is harmed if we were to accept, teach,
and promote a broader definition of literacy which would in- o o
clude the aural? s T

o What are the consequences of a prevailing conceptualization
of alphabetic literacy which understands it as both superior and
in many ways mutually exclusive of orality and aurality?

e Most importantly, how might the experiences of individuals and others who read with their ears rather than their
eyes complicate and trouble this traditional divide between orality/aurality and literacy?




RESOURCES FOR AUDIO TEXTS

. \ ¢, Www.learningally.org
Learnlng Ally (( A non-profit group that provides audiobooks and textbooks to students with learning disa-
Making reading accessible for all. - bilities and visual impairments

www.bookshare.org

SRS Bookshare Members download books, textbooks and newspapers in a compressed, en-
= DOORSIAlC crygted file. They then read the material using adaptive technology and/or displays the text
of the book on a computer screen, or Braille access devices.

www.auidble.com

An online source for downloadable MP3s of nearly every commercially produced audio book.
The collection also includes periodicals, newspapers, and podcasts. By purchasing a member-
ship, members save on the cost of each download.

)

€ Voice Dream Reader
‘ iOS App that llows you to extract text from PDF, ePub, Word, and Text files in Dropbox or on your device.
3 Listen to your Pocket or Instapaper reading list. Read books from Gutenberg and Bookshare.
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