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EBITE RESOURCE GUIDE
Searching for Evidence-based Interventions (EBIs): Focus on ESSA Levels 1 & 2

Purpose

The information in this guide aligns with the second step in
the Cycle of Continuous Improvement—Select an
Intervention. The four ESSA Levels (or Tiers) of Evidence for e
Evidence-based Interventions provide a framework to help
users evaluate EBIs for use in their continuous improvement
work. This guide will provide an overview of searching EBI o
clearinghouses and a suggested search strategy with a focus Pl
on finding academic EBIs at ESSA Levels 1 and 2 using the

Ohio Evidence-Based Clearinghouse, What Works
Clearinghouse, and two other clearinghouses.

IDENTIFY

t

SUPPORTING
Implementation

Figure 1. Continuous Improvement Cycle

How to Use this Guide

This guide presents a suggested strategy for using three EBI clearinghouses to find ESSA Levels 1
& 2 interventions that align with your team’s school improvement goals. Here are some
suggestions for using this guide.

1. Consult this guide after you have already completed the first step in the Cycle of
Continuous Improvement. You should have already identified needs which includes
determining root causes and creating at least one SMART goal (Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Realistic, Timely; see the EBITE Resource Guide #06 for more on SMART
goals). You should have collected key information about your local context and be ready
to select an intervention that aligns with your SMART goal and local context.

2. Read this guide all the way through before starting your search and use the links
provided in the text to learn (or remember) key concepts.

3. When you’re ready to start searching for ESSA Level 1 & 2 EBIs, have this guide open in
another screen or print out to have with you as you search so you can follow along with
the screen captures of the search process.

4. Keep in mind that there are many EBI clearinghouses and that each may operate
differently that the ones discussed in this guide. The search strategy suggested here
should be used as a model for creating your own search strategy to use with other EBI
clearinghouses (see Resource list at the end).

What are ESSA Levels 1 and 2 Interventions?

The ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) is a U.S. federal law that governs K-12 education policy
and emphasizes evidence-based practices to improve educational outcomes for all students.
Under ESSA, evidence-based interventions are categorized into four tiers (or levels) based on
their level of evidence determined via research studies conducted on the interventions. These
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tiers are known as "ESSA Levels" and EBIs categorized as Levels 1 and 2 are deemed to have the
strongest evidence for effectiveness based on a review of findings from experimental research
(Level 1) or quasi-experimental research (Level 2).

It's important to note that ESSA Levels 1 and 2 are desirable for evidence-based interventions
when making decisions about education policies, funding allocations, and program
implementations. These levels prioritize interventions that have a solid research base and have
demonstrated positive effects on student learning and achievement. By relying on evidence-
based interventions, schools and policymakers can make informed decisions about the
programs and strategies that are likely to yield the best results for their students.

What is an EBI Clearinghouse? .

Evidence-Based Intervention Clearinghouses are REL 22!

searchable databases of intervention programs that Aligning Evidence-based Clearinghouses with the ESSA Tiers of Evidence
have been designed and researched for their ability e

to solve specific educational problems. These
databases are usually web-based and include
detailed program information and summaries of L

research evidence on EBIs. The is some common E{z L
information across clearinghouse, but there is still -

great variation in the depth of information B i BE Se- SRR ST
provided on each EBI, the specific areas of focus T fen T gt e
(academic, nor-acadermi), nformation provided 15 S o 6 o il
on the research studies that are included and even t/ESSA-Clearinghouse-Crosswalk-Jan2018-508.pd})

how they classify the strength of the EBI. Arguably

the most popular clearinghouse is the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) managed by the Institute for
Educational Sciences. Many other clearinghouses link back to the WWC, but may or may not use the
same evidence “rating” classifications to categorize the EBIs in their database. The sample search
strategy below will demonstrate this.

Typesofswudies  Criteria facsored  How conflising outcomes  Contestual
included into ratings are handled information

provided

Esperimental Stenghofthe | They are reporied in 1
S amtervention reports, but d

s facto o ratangs

Evidence summanies
A es

Experimental

Searching for ESSA Levels 1 & 2 Interventions: A Suggested Strategy

The variation of information provided necessitates using a search strategy that involves several
databases for effective selection of EBIs to consider. The search strategy we suggest involves the use of
four clearinghouses to find ESSA Levels 1 and 2 academic interventions: The Ohio Evidence-Based
Clearinghouse, Evidence for ESSA, the Pennsylvania Evidence Resource Center, and the |IES What Works
Clearinghouse (WWOC) along with tips for searching for non-academic interventions. In the sample
strategy provided, assume that your team has a SMART goal that is focused on literacy for students in
grades 6-8. Below are the steps to explore literacy interventions for middle school students and choose
one to examine in depth. NOTE: We recommend that you begin with the OEBC and use the WW(C toward
the end of your search strategy, but any other clearinghouses may be used in place of the others and in
any order that makes sense for your needs.

Sample Search Strategy Steps

Follow the steps below to walk through a sample search strategy for finding an EBI. This exercise can be
used as an exercise to familiarize yourself with using EBI Clearinghouses. You may also substitute an EBI
of your choice in place of the one we examine below. Before you begin, be sure to have this guide open
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on another screen as you walk through the steps below. REMINDER: Assume that your team has a
SMART goal that is focused on literacy for students in grades 6-8.

1. Go to OEBC: https://essa.chrr.ohio-state.edu/home and click "Getting Started" to move to the
“Getting Started” page.

Ohio
= MENU

SAFE | State Agencies | Online Services | Chio.gov

Department
of Education

Ohio's Evidence-Basec

Clearinghouse

‘You don't need a Ph.D. in statistics to be empowered by evidence — to bring
powerful change for your students. Ohio's Empowered by Evidence resour
help you make strategy decisions that will have a positive impact on your smdnnis

GETTING STARTED

Using Evidence-Based Strategies in the Cycle of
Continuous Improvement

Finding and using evidence-based strategies is just one step in the cycle of continuous improvement. Understanding how that step connects
to the other steps in the cycle will help you use evidence-based strategies to effectively support your students.

About the Clearinghouse

Ohio’s Evidence-Based Clearinghouse provides information and
resources on how 1o use data and evidence within this cycle. Hover
over the different steps of the cycle 1o leam more about each step.

2. Click on “Start Using Ohio’s Evidence-Based Clearinghouse and a box will pop up, “Research and
Select Evidence-Based Strategies”

Ohio

= MENU

SAFE | State Agencies | Online Services | Chio.gov

Department
of Education

Getting Started

¢ Start Using Ohia's Evidence-Based Clearinghouse
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3. Inthe box, “Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies” you will be able to set filters for
your search. For this search, we are looking for ESSA Levels 1 & 2, curriculum interventions with
evidence for effectiveness for middle school English Language Arts. Opt for both Resource
Types. Click “See Results.” NOTE: Additional filters allow you to limit by Setting and
Demographics. More on this later.

Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies

Select one or more characteristics Important to describe your students, grades, scheol, and setting. If you wish to view all
of the strategies, simply click the "See Results" button in the bottom right corner.

| Content Focus Area

Subject " )
[ Curtculum, Instruction. and Assessment Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies
(0 Community Engagement
Grade Band
] School Cimate and Supports Select one or more characteristics important to describe your students, grades, school, and setting. If you wish to view all
of the strategies, simply click the "See Results” button in the bottom right comer.
Demographics () Human Capital Management

[ College and Career Readiness

Content Focus Area SU bjeCt

Evidence Level

Subect English Language Arts
Setting
O math
Grade Band
[ Scien
Resource Type S

[[) Social Studies

Demographics

Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies < 8

Select one or more characteristics important to describe your students, grades, school, and setting. If you wish to view all
of the strategies, simply click the "See Results” button in the bottom right corner.

Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies )

Select one or more characteristics important to describe your students, grades, school, and setting. If you wish to view all
Grade Band of the strategies, simply click the "See Results” button in the bottom right comer.
53 Middie School (Gradas 6-8)

Demographics ) gt Schiool {ieadae 0-17 Content Focus Area EVIdence Level

Content Focus Area Grade Band

Subject .
(] Early Childhood (Birth-Age 5)

Evidence Level Subject
I Level 1 @
. Lovel 2@
Setiing Grade Band
CJLevel 3@
Resource Type [(Jlevel 4 @

Demographics

(] Muttple Levais @

Evidence Level

Clear Filters

Research and Select Evidence-Based Strategies

Select one or more characteristics Important to describe your students, grades, school, and setting. If you wish to view all fype

of the strategies, simply click the "See Results” button in the bottom right comer.

Content Focus Area ReSOU rce Type Close Clear Filters See Results

Subject 17 Evidenos Raview r

Program Evaluation
Grade Band

Demographics
Evidence Level
Setiing

Resource Type

Close See Results
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4. The results page will

show only the
records that meet
your filters. Scroll
down and notice that
there are 12 EBI
records--several Level
1 EBIs, a Level 2 EBI
and an EBI that is
denoted as “Multiple
Levels.” NOTE: Use
fewer filters to get
more results.

Click on the name of
the “Level 1”

Research and Select
Evidence-Based Strategis

= Filters

Number of records based on filters: 12

Clear Filters
Filter Results

Content Focus Area v

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
[0 Gommunity Engagement
() School Climate and Supperts.

[ Human Capital Management

Achieve3000-
Secondary

Achieve3000 offers digital,
supplemental literacy
programs for grades 2-12
and includes differentiated
content to build student
fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, and writing
across content areas.

Learn More

Search topics or keywords

Comprehension
Circuit Training (CCT)

Comprehension Circuit
Training uses content
delivered to students on
tablet computers to teach

reading 1 skills.

Intelligent Tutoring for
Structure Strategy
(ITSs)

Web-Based Intelligent
Tutering for the Structure
Strategy (ITSS) is a

Learn Mare

program for students in
grades K-8,
Learn More

7] Gollege and Gareor Readiness

intervention
“Achieve3000” to
learn more about it.

6. You will navigate to a very brief overview of the major focus and components of the EBI.
Notice in the table, it tells you which database this entry will link to. In this case, the
entry links to Evidence for ESSA. Click on the EBI name (highlighted in blue) to navigate

to that database and learn more about Achieve3000.

Achieve3000-Secondary

Achieve3000 offers digital, supplemental literacy programs for grades 2-12 and includes diferentiated content to build studen|
vocabulary, comprehension, and writing across content areas. The student instructional routine s designed to build key literad
college and career level critical thinking skils.

Evidence Content Focus
Clearinghouse  SubjectArea  GradeBand  Level Area Setting  Demographi
Are you sure you want to leave
English Middle Curriculum,
Evid fc 1
VE::: i Language School; High Level 1 Instruction, and — the ESSA Cleannghouse?
Arts School Assessment

« Back To Results

7. Click “Let’s Go!” to be taken to the Achieve3000 entry in Evidence for ESSA.
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8. Once you reach that page, take a moment to read through the information provided on
Achieve3000. Notice that the “ESSA rating” is listed as “Strong” and also, make note of
other details provided in this clearinghouse.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Notice, in the bottom
right corner of the light
blue box under “Detailed
Overview”, there is a link
to Key Studies. Click that
link to open a small pop
up box containing the
citation(s) of the research
studies that provide the
evidence.

Click the link “What
Works Clearinghouse” to
navigate to the WWC to
find the entry in that
clearinghouse.

Once at the WWC, you
will need to search for
the Achieve3000 EBI in
the WWC. Type it into the
search box. Use the
dropbox selections to
filter to “Literacy” and
select the “Middle School
[6-8] grade band.

Click “Search” to navigate
to the Achieve3000 entry
in the WWC.

Your search result will be
a page of different

EVIDENCE &=~
for ESSA s

Key Studies X

Shannon, L., & Grant, B-J. (2015). An evaiuation of the
Achieve3000 programs. Charlottesville, VA: Magnolia

« BACK TO PROGRAMS
Consulting

I

e Achieve3000 — Secondary

EssaRating

«all STRONG 1

No. Studies No. Students

742

Average Effect Size

+0.29

Program Description

Achieve3000 offers digital, supplemental literacy programs for grades 2-12 and includes differentiated
content to build student fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing across content areas. The student
instruetional routine is designed to build key literacy capacities and college and career level critical thinking
skills.

Program Outcomes

Astudy involving suburban and urban districts across the U.S. compared students who used Achieve3000 and
those who did not. The study found significant positive effects for the combined sample of sixth graders
(effect size =+0.22) and ninth graders (effect size = +0.44) for aweighted average of +0.29 on Total Reading
Scores. This qualifies Achieve3000 for the ESSA “Strong” category.

Professional Development/Training

Achieve3000 works with each customer to developa plan that identifies the targeted students and outlines
and impl ion services.

Technology

Achieve3000 requires student individual use of a laptop, workstation, Chromebook, or mobile device (such as
atablet) for each lesson. You do not have to fnstall the Achieve3000 program itself an the device. However, we
do offer apps for Windows, Macs, Chromebooks, iPads, and Android mobile devices for students to use
Achieve3000 away from school. See attached System Requirements for full details about technology

IAL-EMOTIONAL

ATTENDANCE ~ SCIENCE  WRITING
Provider
Achieve 3000

& 1(888)968-6822
= office@achieve3000.com
[# Achieve 3000

Cost

Site subscription: Approximately $7.500
Yor up to 125 students, Including one day
of ansite professional development and

two principal sessions.

Per student cost: For a minimum of 100
licenses per school, the cost s $42 per
student. plus professional development at
acost of 52,300 per on-sie session.

Groups Studied
Free and Reduced Price Meals
Hispanic

White

Communities Studied
Suburban

Urban

Detailed Overview

5 Key Studies
(# What Works Clearinghouse

Have you implemented this
program?

SEND COMMENTS

What Works
Clearinghouse

find the information

decisions in your classrooms and schools.

Search the WWC

Achieve3000 Topic (1 option selected) -

(0] All Topics
Practice Guides: Interven
evidence-based swmmar [ Children and Youth with Disabilities
@ Iecommandations to thehigh 1 colege Readiness and Completion
educators to improve onagive
student outcames. practice [ English Learners

[ ] High School Completion

What's New at the WWC

[ School Choice

Middle School [6-8]

documents about

New Intervention Report: Reading Recove
A new Intervention Report finds that Re
increase immediate literacy achievermnel

[ Social Emetional Learning and Behavior
[)stem

[ Teachers and School Leaders

need to make evidence-based

:

downl data from
E} WWC study reviews.
N

'C Reviews Studies

Achieve300.

receptive communication, as well as lony-wer wrig wernveraon, -
skills of beginning readers. There were uncertain effects on long- N
term achievement in mathematics and general academics 10

Handbooks and Roviewer Resources

years after the intervention. = More info

View More What's New Posts

Online Training

Resources for Study Authors
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14. Notice that the WWC
provides more details on
the research evidence and
that the “Highest Evidence
Tier” for Achieve3000 is
“Tier 2-Moderate” which is
different from the prior
two clearinghouses we
used!

15. Find the first two bold
green headings names in
the right-hand column and
click the first one (in bold,
green font) to view the
“Evidence Snapshot” for
Achieve3000 for improving
Adolescent Literacy.

Publication Date

i

Product Type Individual Studies "

Search Results

Keyword
Achieve3000 Q 4 Results filtered by:
Grade  Highest
Product Type Lovel Evidenee Tier Name [Release Date)
Achieve3000 (Adolescent Literacy) (February 2018)
Flitars TER Achieve3000® is a supplemental online literacy program that pravides

Intervention Report 29

(] Since 2018 flast 5 years) 2
[7] since 2013 flast 10 years) 5

[[] Literacy 5

nonfiction reading content to students in grades prei-12 and focuses on
building phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, reading comprehensicn,
vocabulary, and writing skills. Achieve30008 is designed to help students
advance thelr nonfiction reading skills by providing differentiated online
Achieve3000 (Beginning Reading) (February 2018)

Achieve3000® is a supplemental online literacy program that provides
nonfiction reading content to students in grades prek-12 and focuses on
building phonamic awareness, phonics, fluency, reading comprahension,
vocabulary, and writing skills. Achieve30008 is designed to help students
advance thelr nonfiction reading skills by providing differentiated online.

The District-Wide Effectiveness of the Achieve3000 Program: A Quasi-

EBITE OHIO
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TIER
Reviews of

Intervention Report 2

Reviews of individual Studies 2

[_] include studies that don't mest |
standards

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the impact of Achieva3000, a
differentiated online literacy currieulum, on students seeres on the
California State Test (CST). In the 20712 school year, 1957 students in Chula
Vista began using Achieve3000's solutions in 3rd through Bth grade. Using
aform of propensity score matching called Inverse Probability-of-Treatme.

The Impact of Achi on y Literacy

Evaluation. DRA Report No. 16.02 (2016)

Reviews of 25 In 2013-14, the Wake County Public School System (WCPSS) launched

Study (2015)

Control Trial Evidence, 2015-14 to 2014-15. Eye on

[ Elementary Schoel [K-5) ¥ 5
] Middle School (6-8) ¥ 4
[_| High school {3-12) ¥

[] Tier 2 Mederate 2
[] Mo Tier Assigned 1
Apply.

Locale

[T murat 1
] suburbsn 3
("] urban 2

Achieve3000 is an early literacy program that differentiates non-fiction
reading passages based on individual students' Lexile scores. Twoyear
results show that Achieve3000 didl not have a significant impact on studen

NOTE: Also, the last two segments are links to WW(C’s “Review of Study” which is a
review and evaluation of the actual research study conducted on the Achieve3000

Intervention.

16

On this page you will see a
detailed overview of the
intervention, a link to
download the Intervention

Report, effectiveness ratings,

population information, and
scroll down to see additional
resources. Explore these
resources in detail.

@ INTERVENTION > EVIDENCE SNAPSHOT

Achieve3000®

Adolescent Literacy

Achieve3000® had potentially positive effects on
comprehension and general literacy achievement for
adolescent readers.

Achieve3000® is a supplemental online literacy program that provides nonfiction reading
content to students in grades preK-12 and focuses on building pl

[8 pownload Intervention
Report 767 KB

Summary of all Research Settings and
Samples that Met Standards €

phonics, fluency, reading comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills. Achieve3000 is
designed to help students advance their nonfiction reading skills by providing
differentiated online instruction. Teachers use the program with an entire class but the
assignments are tailored to each student’s reading ability level. For example, teachers
assign an article and related activities to an entire class; the program then tailors the
version of the article to each student by automatically increasing the difficulty of text when
a student is ready for more challenging text. Achieve3000® provides lessons that follow a
five-step routine: (1) respond to a Before Reading Poll, (2) read an article, (3) answer activity
questions, (4] respond to an After Reading Poll, and (S) answer a Thought Question,
Progress reports and student usage data, provided by the online tool, enable teachers to
track both whole-class and individual student progress. The program is designed for
diverse student groups, including general education students, struggling readers in need
of intensive tutoring, and English learners.

Findings S ALS

STANDARDS OU

Outcome

domain & Effectiveness Rating 6 Grades  Evidence

Comprehension

e o 25

Literacy Achievement

SSEanac I 0] 28

Last Updated: February 2018

asian [ Vi

Black 6%

wni ([ 3%
e
unknown

Ethnicity

or Latino| 0%
Gender Free & Reduced-Price
o
Male: 50% *1
Female: 50% e

Note: This summary enly includes data from
studies that reported sample information.
The Intervention Report may include
evidence from other studies that met
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f
this EBI in one more
clearinghouse—the
Pennsylvania Evidence
Resource Center

o . —
" Col e

Improvement You Can
Prove

The mission of the Pennsylvania Department of Education is

onitoring System
(EWIMS) o S nat scstanialy prvrans Bhkrenpd

cllts t0 succeed as productive itizens, Further, the

NERAL ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND 3 Mi .

A A ACH eV R Department seeks to establish 3 culture that is committed to
impraving opportunities throughout the commonwealth by
ensuring that technical support, resources, and optimal

S | learning emvironments are available for all students,
- RECENTLY ADDED whether children or adults. This collection of evidence-based

18. In the search box at the top,
type in Achieve3000. You’ll
notice that your search
revealed no results. It isn’t
uncommon to find that <.
certain EBIs to be missing o et S Early College High
from one or more e . ] SCHOOLS
clearinghouses.

sirategles was curated to help ecucators make evidence-
based decisions and implement strategles, interventions,
and activities that are best fit for their needs and local

‘ context,

LEARN MORE ABOUT EVIDENCE-BASED STRATEGIES

-

GENERAL ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND 3 MORE CATEGORIES

Make It Personal

Tell us about your school, mark your favorite strategies, and CREATE AN ACCOUNT ‘ or | LOG IN
connect with other school leaders by creating an account.

To Remember
These databases are being updated b
different organizations that do not all
use the exact same criteria and
protocols for inclusion of EBIs. This is
yet another reason why it’s important
to search several clearinghouses in

PENNSYLVANIA
Search C Learn [ Contact &2 Login 3]
eV|dence

RESOURCE CENTER
Home > Strategies

chieve3000 n Advanced filters ~

IND STRATEGIES: FILTER BY: (D)

earch for outcomes in (algebra, vocabulary, bullying...) @ Communities studied = Grades studied i M COVID-19 Strategies (
you process of fmdmg potentia| EBIs. S&urch for other attributes (free, outdoors, trauma-nformed..) | | ESSATiers of evidence fi | Groups studied -
s e SORT BY: =
oa ]
H H Your search returned 0 strategies. Try broadening your search terms or removing some filters to see more results.
In an actual situation, you would
ltems per page: 25 = 0efo i) (¢ i 51

use several databases to search for
and explore several interventions
to discuss with your team about
how well the EBIs fit your

H ’

population’s needs and context for e RN EVEINIL
. . Surategies

implementation. Bt s eV|dence

About ESSA Explore

US Dept. of RESOURCE CENTER
Education on ESSA randatile
Etor: B A resource pru.vid:d by the of

333 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17126 @
The enter (ERC) is not
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Resources

e C(learinghouse Crosswalk from REL Midwest - Shows a list of clearinghouses that provide
similar types of information on EBlIs.

e FEvidence Tiers and WWC Rating — Contains information resources on the study ratings
used in the What Works Clearinghouse.

e EBITE Clearinghouse List — From the EBITE website—a list of EBI clearinghouses

Video Resources

Watch this short (8:35 minute) tutorial on how to use the Ohio Evidence-based Clearinghouse (OEBC)
e https://essa.chrr.ohio-state.edu/getting-started

This longer video (49:24 minutes) from the Institute of Education Sciences reviews how schools can use
the What Works Clearinghouse to search for interventions that match ESSA Tiers/Levels of Evidence
e Using WWC Resources to Identify Interventions that meet ESSA Tiers of Evidence

This next brief video (4:36 minutes) from the Institute of Education Sciences reviews how to use
additional resources from the What Works Clearinghouse to find what works in literacy instruction
e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQaDm76c6Bw
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