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Lesson Title: An Introduction to Korea 

Time to Complete: Two 45-minute class sessions 

 

Lesson Objectives: 

Students will learn that: 

 The early histories of Japan and Korea were closely linked, but the countries developed 
very differently. 

 Though they share a common culture, life is very different in North and South Korea. 

 

Academic Content Standards 

7th-Grade Social Studies 

 Mongol influence led to unified states in China and Korea, but the Mongol failure to 
conquer Japan allowed a feudal system to persist. 

 Maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace the development of 
human settlement over time. 

 Geographic factors promote or impede the movement of people, products, and ideas. 

 Trade routes connecting Africa, Europe, and Asia fostered the spread of technology and 
major world religions. 

 Improvements in transportation, communication, and technology have facilitated cultural 
diffusion among peoples around the world. 

 The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to analyzing 
historic and contemporary issues. 

Literacy in History/Social Studies 

 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source. 

 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts. 

 

Procedures 

1. Section Preview – Read and ask students for response – You live in Inchon, one of South 
Korea’s largest cities.  Sometimes your grandparents tell you about the other family 
members who still live in North Korea.  You have never met them, of course, and your 
grandparents have not seen them since they were children, more than 50 years ago.  After 
hearing stories about these family members, you are curious about their lives.  Would you 
like to visit North Korea? 
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a. Consider reasons to visit: 

i. Meet other family members 

ii. Experience a new culture 

iii. Learn more about own family history 

b. Consider reasons not to visit: 

i. Miss friends 

ii. Worried about where you will stay 

iii. Might not be able to find relatives 

2. Read “History and Culture” pp. 597-598 and 600-601 

a. “Korean Culture” 

i. Though they share a common culture, life is very different in North and 
South Korea. 

ii. In the past, which two religions did most Koreans practice?  Buddhism 
and Confucianism” 

iii. Why do North Korea’s leaders encourage tis people to retain old customs 
and traditions?  They think Korean culture is the best in the world. 

iv. Why might Christianity be spreading in South Korea but not in North 
Korea?  South Koreans come into contact with people from other 
countries; North Koreans are discouraged from practicing any religion. 

3. Read “The Koreas Today” 

a. “South Korea Today” 

i. The people of South Korea today have freedom and economic 
opportunities. 

ii. Where do most South Koreans live?  A coastal plain in the western part of 
the country. 

iii. Why do some people say the government of South Korea is corrupt?   
Concentration of wealth and power in the hands of big business led to 
corruption of government officials. 

iv. How might South Korea’s relationship with North Korea hurt its 
economy?  Possible answer – Resources used for military defense cannot 
be used for other kinds of development. 

b. “North Korea Today” 

i. The people of North Korea today have little freedom or economic 
opportunity. 



Barbara Huntwork 
TIP 
April 4, 2013 

 
ii. Who ruled North Korea from 1948 to 1994?  Kim Il Sung 

iii. What is a command economy?  A system in which the government plans 
the economy and decides what is produced. 

iv. Why might the breakup of the Soviet Union be positive for North Korea?  
Possible answer – The fact that the Soviet Union, one of North Korea’s 
main allies, no longer exists may encourage North Korea to build 
relationships with other countries – this could help North Korea build its 
economy through trade. 

c. “Korean Reunification” 

i. Some people in both South and North Korea support the idea of Korean 
reunification. 

ii. When did leaders from North and South Korea meet for the first time to 
discuss reunification?  2000 

iii. Why were there no roads across the demilitarized zone?  Each side feared 
the other would use it to launch an attack. 

4. Complete “Guided Reading Workbook” assignment 

5. Complete “Queen Sondok” assignment 

6. Complete “Flags of North and South Korea” assignment 

7. Complete “Section Quiz” assignment 

8. Complete “Medieval Korea” assessment 

 

Materials: 

 “History and Culture” and “The Koreas Today” Reading Packet 

 “The Koreas Today” Assignment Packet 

o “Guided Reading Workbook” assignment 

o “Queen Sondok” assignment 

o “Flags of North and South Korea” assignment 

o “Section Quiz” assignment 

 “Medieval Korea” Assessment 

 

Resources 

 “History and Culture” and “The Koreas Today” Reading Packet 

 “The Koreas Today” Assignment Packet 

 “Medieval Korea” Assessment  
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Because it is so rocky, very little of 
North Korea’s land can be farmed. The 
farmland that does exist is owned by the 
government. It is farmed by cooperatives—
large groups of farmers who work the land 
together. These cooperatives are not able 
to grow enough food for the country. As a 
result, the government has to import food. 
This can be a diffi cult task because North 
Korea’s relations with most other countries 
are strained.

Daily Life
Like Japan and South Korea, North Korea 
is largely an urban society. Most people 
live in cities. The largest city is the capital, 
Pyongyang (PYUHNG-YAHNG), in the west. 
Pyongyang is a crowded urban area. More 
than 3 million people live in the city.

Life in Pyongyang is very different 
from life in Tokyo or Seoul. For example, 
few people in Pyongyang own private cars. 
The North Korean government allows only 
top Communist offi cials to own cars. Most 
residents have to use buses or the subway  
to get around. At night, many streets are 
dark because of electricity shortages.

The people of North Korea have fewer 
rights than the people of Japan or South 
Korea. For example, the government con-
trols individual speech as well as the press. 
Because the government feels that religion 
confl icts with many Communist ideas, it 
also discourages people from practicing 
any religions.

Issues and Challenges
Why does North Korea, which is rich in 
resources, have shortages of electricity 
and food? These problems are due in part 
to choices the government has made. For 
years, North Korea had ties mostly with 
other Communist countries. Since the 
breakup of the Soviet Union, North Korea 
has been largely isolated from the rest of 
the world. It has closed its markets to for-
eign goods, which means that other coun-
tries cannot sell their goods there. At the 
same time, North Korea lacks the technol-
ogy to take advantage of its resources. As 
a result, many people suffer and resources 
go unused.

In addition, many countries worry 
about North Korea’s ability to make and 
use nuclear weapons. In 2002 North Korea 
announced that it had enough materials 
to build six nuclear bombs. Then in 2006 
and again in 2009, it conducted nuclear 
weapons tests. These developments wor-
ried countries in Asia and around the world.

READING CHECK  Generalizing What is North 
Korea’s relationship with the world?

The differences between life in South Korea 
and North Korea can be seen in their capitals. 
Seoul, South Korea (shown to the left), is a 
busy, modern city and a major commercial 
center. In comparison, North Korea’s capital, 
Pyongyang (shown above), has little traffic or 
commercial development.

ANALYZING VISUALS What do these photos 
suggest about life in Seoul and Pyongyang? 
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Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places
 1. a. Defi ne What is the demilitarized zone? Why 

does it exist?
  b. Summarize What factors have helped South 

Korea develop a strong economy?
 2. a. Identify What is the capital of North Korea? 

What is life like there?
  b. Contrast How is North Korea’s government 

different from South Korea’s?
 3. a. Recall Why do many Koreans support the idea 

of reunifi cation?
  b. Evaluate If you lived in North or South Korea, 

do you think you would support the reunifi cation 
of the countries? Why or why not?

Critical Thinking
 4. Analyze Draw a diagram like the one below. In 

the left box, write three statements about South 
Korea. In the right box, write three statements 
about North Korea. In the oval, list one factor that 
supports reunifi cation and one that hinders it.

Section 4 Assessment

Korean Reunification
For years, people from both South and 
North Korea have called for their countries 
to be reunited. Because the two Koreas 
share a common history and culture, these 
people believe they should be one country. 
As time has passed, more and more people 
have voiced support for reunifi cation.

The governments of both South Korea 
and North Korea have also expressed their 
support for reunifi cation. Leaders from 
the two countries met in 2000 for the fi rst 
time since the Korean War. As part of their 
meeting, they discussed ways to improve 
relations and communication between the 
two countries. For example, they agreed 
to build a road through the demilitarized 
zone to connect the two Koreas.

The chief obstacle to the reunifi cation 
of Korea is the question of government. 
South Koreans want a unifi ed Korea to be 
a democracy. North Korean leaders, on the 
other hand, have insisted that Korea should 
be Communist. Until this issue is resolved, 
the countries will remain separate.

READING CHECK  Summarizing What issues 
stand in the way of Korean reunification?

  SUMMARY AND PREVIEW In this chapter 
you learned about the history, cultures, 
and people of Japan and the Koreas. In 
the next chapter, you will examine a 
region that lies farther south, a region 
called Southeast Asia. 

Young people at a political rally express 
support for reunification. The flag in the 
background shows a united Korea.

FOCUS ON 
READING
What opinion do 
many Koreans 
hold toward 
reunification?

South Korea Reunifi cation North Korea

5. Considering Korea As you read about the 
Koreas, did you think of an image, or picture, that 
would work in a poem? List your ideas.

FOCUS ON WRITING
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