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INTRODUCTION

| ' HE CHRONICLE of humankind’s cruelty
: -['to fellow humans is a long and sorry

tale. But if it is true that even in such
horror tales there are degrees of ruthlessness,
then few atrocities in world history compare
in intensity and scale to the Rape of Nanking
during World War II.

Americans think of World War II as begin-
ning on December 7, 1941, when Japanese
| carrier-based airplanes attacked Pearl Harbor.
Europeans date it from September 1, 1939,
and the blitzkrieg assault on Poland by
Hitler's Luftwaffe and Panzer divisions.
Africans see an even earlier beginning, the in-
vasion of Ethiopia by Mussolini in 1935. Yet
Asians must trace the war’s beginnings all the
way back to Japan's first steps toward the mil-
itary domination of East Asia—the occupa-
tion of Manchuria in 1931.

Just as Hitler's Germany would do half a
decade later, Japan used a highly developed
military machine and a master-race mentality
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to set about establishing its right to rule its neighbors.
Manchuria fell quickly to the Japanese, who established their
government of Manchukuo, ostensibly under their puppet, the
deposed emperor of China, but in fact run by the Japanese mil-
itary. Four years later, in 1935, parts of Chahar and Hopeh
were occupied; in 1937 Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, and finally
Nanking fell. The decade of the thirties was a hard one for
China; indeed, the last Japanese would not be routed from
Chinese soil until the end of World War I in 1945.

No doubt, those fourteen years of domination by the Japan-
ese military were marked by countless incidents of almost in-
describable ruthlessness. We will never know everything that
happened in the many cities and small villages that found
themselves prostrate beneath the boot of this conquering force.
Ironically, we do know the story of Nanking because some for-
eigners witnessed the horror and sent word to the outside
world at the time, and some Chinese survived as eyewitnesses.
If one event can be held up as an example of the unmitigated
evil lying just below the surface of unbridled military adven-
turism, that moment is the Rape of Nanking. This book is its
story.

The broad details of the Rape are, except among the Japan-
ese, not in dispute. In Novermber 1937, after their successful in-
vasion of Shanghai, the Japanese launched a massive attack on
the newly established capital of the Republic of China. When
the city fell on December 13, 1937, Japanese soldiers began an
orgy of cruelty seldom if ever matched in world history. Tens of
thousands of young men were rounded up and herded to the
outer areas of the city, where they were mowed down by ma-
chine guns, used for bayonet practice, or soaked with gasoline
and burned alive. For months the streets of the city were
heaped with corpses and reeked with the stench of rotting hu-
man flesh. Years later experts at the International Military Tri-
bunal of the Far East (IMTFE) estimated that more than
260,000 noncombatants died at the hands of Japanese soldiers
at Nanking in late 1937 and early 1938, though some experts
have placed the figure at well over 350,000.

This book provides only the barest summary of the cruel
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and barbaric acts committed by the Japanese in the city, for its
aim is not to establish a quantitative record to qualify the event
as one of the great evil deeds of history, but to understand the
event so that lessons can be learned and warnings sounded.
Differences in degree, however, often reflect differences in
kind, and so a few statistics must be used to give the reader an
idea of the scale of the massacre that took place sixty years ago
in a city named Nanking.

One historian has estimated that if the dead from Nanking
were to link hands, they would stretch from Nanking to the
city of Hangchow, spanning a distance of some two hundred
miles. Their blood would weigh twelve hundred tons, and their
bodies would fill twenty-five hundred railroad cars. Stacked on
top of each other, these bodies would reach the height of a sev-
enty-four-story building.

Using numbers killed alone, the Rape of Nanking surpasses
much of the worst barbarism of the ages. The Japanese outdid
the Romans at Carthage (only 150,000 died in that slaughter),
the Christian armies during the Spanish Inquisition, and even
some of the monstrosities of Timur Lenk, who killed 100,000
prisoners at Delhi in 1398 and built two towers of skulls in
Syria in 1400 and 1401.

It is certainly true that in this century, when the tools of
mass murder were fully refined, Hitler killed about 6 million
Jews, and Stalin more than 40 million Russians, but these
deaths were brought about over some few years. In the Rape of
Nanking the killing was concentrated within a few weeks.

Indeed, even by the standards of history’s most destructive
war, the Rape of Nanking represents one of the worst instances
of mass extermination. To imagine its comparative size, we
must brace ourselves for a few more statistics. The death toll of
Nanking—one Chinese city alone—exceeds the number of
civilian casualties of some European countries for the entire
war. (Great Britain lost a total of 61,000 civilians, France lost
108,000, Belgium 101,000, and the Netherlands 242,000.) Air
bombing is considered by those who reflect on these things
one of the most awesome instruments of mass destruction. Yet
even the worst air attacks of the war did not exceed the ravages
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of Nanking. It is likely that more people died in Nanking than
in the British raids on Dresden and the fire storm that fol-
lowed. (The figure 225,000 was accepted internationally at the
time, but more objective accounts now place the number of
Dresden casualties at 60,000 dead and at least 30,000 injured.)
Indeed, whether we use the most conservative number—
260,000—or the highest—350,000—it is shocking to contem-
plate that the deaths at Nanking far exceeded the deaths from
the American raids on Tokyo (an estimated 80,000-120,000
deaths) and even the combined death toll of the two atomic
blasts at Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the end of 1945 (esti-
mated at 140,000 and 70,000, respectively).

The Rape of Nanking should be remembered not only for
the number of people slaughtered but for the cruel manner in
which many met their deaths. Chinese men were used for bay-
onet practice and in decapitation contests. An estimated
20,000~80,000 Chinese women were raped. Many soldiers
went beyond rape to disembowel women, slice off their
breasts, nail them alive to walls. Fathers were forced to rape
their daughters, and sons their mothers, as other family mem-
bers watched. Not only did live burials, castration, the carving
of organs, and the roasting of people become routine, but
more diabolical tortures were practiced, such as hanging peo-
ple by their tongues on iron hooks or burying people to their
waists and watching them get tor apart by German shepherds.
So sickening was the spectacle that even the Nazis in the city
were horrified, one proclaiming the massacre to be the work of
“bestial machinery.”

Yet the Rape of Nanking remains an obscure incident. Un-
like the atomic explosions in Japan or the Jewish holocaust in
Europe, the horrors of the massacre at Nanking remain virtu-
ally unknown to people outside Asia. The massacre remains
neglected in most of the historical literature published in the
United States. A thorough examination of secondary-school
history textbooks in the United States revealed that only a few
even mention the Rape of Nanking. And almost none of the
comprehensive, or “definitive,” histories of World War II read
by the American public discusses the Nanking massacre in
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great detail. For instance, no photograph on the': event, not
even one word, appears in The American Heritage Picture History
of World War II (1966), which for many years was the besg-
selling single-volume pictorial history of the war ever pub-
lished. Nor can a word of the massacre be found in Winston
Churchill’'s famous Memoirs of the Second World War (1959)
(1,065 pages) or in Henri Michel’s clalssic ‘Second .World WTT‘
(1975) (947 pages). The Rape of Nanking is mentioned only
twice in Gerhard Weinberg's massive A Wgr!d at Arms (‘]994)
(1,178 pages). Only in Robert Leckie's Delwe‘red from Bwli Tlf;e
Saga of World War II (1987) (998 paggs) did I ﬁnd.a sméci; e
paragraph about the massacre: ”Nm‘h‘mg .the Naz1sl under
Hitler would do to disgrace their own victories could 1"11’&1 the
atrocities of Japanese soldiers under Gen. Iwane Matsui.

I first learned about the Rape of Nanking when I was a little
girl. The stories came from my parents, who had survived years
of war and revolution before finding a serene home as profes-
sors in a midwestern American college town. They had grown
up in China in the midst of World War II and after the war ﬂed
with their families, first to Taiwan and ﬁnal]?* to the qnltefil
States to study at Harvard and pursue academ.zc careers in sci-
ence. For three decades they lived peacefully in the ac?demlc
community of Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, conducting re-
search in physics and microbiology. ‘

But they never forgot the horrors of T_hfe Slno—]al?anese War,
nor did they want me to forget. They particularly did not want

Throughout the book I use either pinyin oerade-Giles fo.r Chinese names,
depending on the preference of the individual (as specﬁed by !Jusm.ess
cards or correspondence) or the popularity of one names“tr.anshtfaran‘?n
over the other (for instance, “Chiang Kai-shek” instead o_f : Jiang Jieshi )f
For Chinese and Japanese names of people, I us.e.t_he traditional system o

listing the surname before the given name. F01: c1t¥es and landmarks, lI typi-
cally (but not always) use the form of romamzatmp most coml:lon 3{( ‘em;
ployed by Westerners during the era of the narrative, such as “Nanking

el
instead of the present-day name “Nanjing.
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will not move forward until it too admits not only to the
world but to itself how improper were its actions of just half
a century ago. Indeed, I was surprised and pleased by the
number of overseas Japanese who attend conferences on the

Rape of Nanking. As one suggested, “We want to know as
much as you do.”

This book describes two related but discrete atrocities. One is
the Rape of Nanking itself, the story of how the Japanese wiped
out hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians in its enemy’s
capital. _

Another is the cover-up, the story of how the Japanese, em-
boldened by the silence of the Chinese and Americans, tried to
erase the entire massacre from public consciousness, thereby
depriving its victims of their proper place in history.

The structure of the first part of my book—the history of the
massacre—is largely influenced by Rashomon, a famous movie
based on a short story (“Yabunonaka,” or “In the Grove”) by the
Japanese novelist Akutagawa Ryunosuke about a rape-and-
murder case in tenth-century Kyoto. On the surface, the story
appears simple: a bandit waylays a traveling samurai and his
wife; the wife is raped and the samurai is found dead. But the
story grows more complex when it is told from the perspective
of each of the characters. The bandit, the wife, the dead samu-
ral, and an eyewitness of the crime provide different versions

of what happened. It is for the reader to pull all the recollec-
tions together, to credit or discredit parts or all of each account,
and through this process to create out of subjective and often
self-serving perceptions a more objective picture of what might
have occurred. This story should be included in the curriculum
of any course treating criminal justice. Its point goes to the
heart of history.

The Rape of Nanking is told from three different perspec-
tives. The first is the Japanese perspective. It is the story of a
planned invasion—what the Japanese military was told to do,
how to do it, and why. The second perspective is that of the
Chinese, the victims; this is the story of the fate of a city when
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the government is no longer capable qf protect.ing‘ it‘s citlizens
against outside invaders. This section includes mdmdua_ sto-
ries from the Chinese themselves, stories of.defeat, despair, be-
trayal, and survival. The third is the American and Europez%n
perspective. These outsiders were, for one moment at least }1111
Chinese history, heroes. The handful of We.stemers on the
scene risked their lives to help Chinese civilians durlng.¢e
massacre and to warn the rest of the world z}bout th’e atrocities
being carried out before their very eyes. .It is only in the n?it
part of the book, treating the postwar period, that\we deal wit
the convenient indifference of Americans and Europeans to
what their own nationals on the scene told them. .

The last part of my book examines the forces ﬂl?lt conspired
to keep the Rape of Nanking out of public consciousness for
more than half a century. I also treat the recent efforts to ensure
that this distortion of history does not go unchal]enged..

Any attempt to set the record straight must shed light on
how the Japanese, as a people, manage, nurture, and sustain
their collective amnesia—even denial—when co‘nfror}t‘ed.wuh
the record of their behavior through this‘ period. Their re-
sponse has been more than a matter of leaving blank spaces in
the history books where the record WO}l}d have be?en too
painful. The ugliest aspects of Japanese military behavior dur-
ing the Sino-Japanese War have indeed been left out of the ed-
ucation of Japanese schoolchildren. : But they hgve. also
camouflaged the nation’s role in initiating the war w1tbml the
carefully cultivated myth that the Japanese were_tbe victims,
not the instigators, of World War IL. The hc:rror wsﬂe‘d on.the
Japanese people during the atomic boljnbmgs of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki helped this myth replace hlSiOl’Y: )

When it comes to expressing remorse for its own wartime
actions before the bar of world opinion, Iapan remains to this
day a renegade nation. Even in the period directly aftgr the war,
and despite the war crimes trials that. found a few ?f its leadersf
guilty, the Japanese managed to avoid the moral judgment o
the civilized world that the Germans were made to accept ﬁ?r
their actions in this nightmare time. In con.tinumg to avoid
judgment, the Japanese have become the ringleaders of an-

v
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other criminal act. As the Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel warned
years ago, to forget a holocaust is to kill twice.

My greatest hope is that this book will inspire other authors
and historians to investigate the stories of the Nanking sur-
vivors before the last of the voices from the past, dwindling in
_ number every year, are extinguished forever. Possibly even
| more important, I hope it will stir the conscience of Japan to P A KT l
i accept responsibility for this incident.

:’!f This book was written with George Santayana’s immortal
;,'i' warning in mind: Those who cannot remember the past are con-
| demned to repeat it.
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ong themselves, they shared a similar mission: to overha
s¥ciety and eliminate all bureaucratic, economic, and politig
ob¥acles to what they believed to be Japan’s divine missiogfto
averNye itself against the Europeans and dominate Asia.

SteQ by step, the interventionists forced a series of cgfnpro-
mises Ipm the moderate elements in government. Bft disap-
pointed Ny the pace of change, they began to conspffe among
themselveqyto topple the government. In 1931 4 coup was
planned biabandoned. In 1932 a group of gaval officers
launched a tqgorist attack in Tokyo that killedgPrime Minister
Inukai TsuyoshQbut failed to secure martial 1.

On February X 1936, a clique of younggfificers launched a
bold coup d'état§hat took the lives offseveral statesmen.
Though the coup yralyzed downto okyo for more than
three days, it ultima failed and thgfffingleaders were jailed
or executed. Power shi§ed from the gktremists to a more cau-
tious faction within the Ypvernmengl though it is important to
point out that even this faqion shffred many of the young offi-
cers’ fanatical views when Rcagfe to Japan's right to a domi-
nant role in Asia.

It soon became apparengfto sorqg Japanese ultranationalists
that if they wanted to gghtrol Chirfythey would have to move
fast. For there were siggs that China, Ygrced to submit to Japan-
ese demands in 189, was trying to Sengthen itself as a na-
tion—signs that gfke the Japanese exMgnsionists a sense of
urgency in their gfission.

China had igffeed used the past two dec®les to transform it-
self from a digfntegrating empire into a stru¥ling national re-
public. In 141 rebel armies defeated the QinqQimperial forces
and endegfmore than two centuries of Manci®§ rule. During
the 192Qffthe Nationalists under Chiang Kai-sheYysuccessfully
foughtghe warlords of northern China to unify qe country.
Theyglso announced as a goal the elimination of ulair treaty
agrgfments foisted upon the Qing dynasty by foreigiRpowers.
Agf Chiang's movement gained momentum, it thrqtened

panese interests in Manchuria and Mongolia. Somethir§had
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to be done, and quickly, before China grew too powerful to be
conquered.

With the approval of the Japanese government, the military
began to intervene more aggressively in Chinese affairs. In
1928 they engineered the assassination of Chang Tsolin, the
warlord ruler of Manchuria, when he failed to give them his
full cooperation. The murder only served to infuriate the Chi-
nese people, who organized more boycotts against Japanese
goods.

By the 1930s Japan had launched an undeclared war with
China. On September 18, 1931, the Japanese army blew up the
tracks of a Japanese-owned railway in southern Manchuria,
hoping to incite an incident. When the blasts failed to derail
an express train, the Japanese killed the Chinese guards instead
and fabricated a story for the world press about Chinese sabo-
teurs. This incident gave the Japanese an excuse to seize
Manchuria, which was renamed Manchukuo and where the
Japanese installed Pu Yi, the last emperor of China and heir of
the Manchu dynasty, as puppet ruler. The seizure of Manchuria,
however, generated anti-Japanese sentiment in China, which
was whipped up by Nationalist activists. Feelings ran high on
both sides and erupted in bloodshed in 1932 when a Shanghai
mob attacked five Japanese Buddhist priests, leaving one of
them dead. Japan immediately retaliated by bombing the city,
killing tens of thousands of civilians. When the slaughter at
Shanghai aroused worldwide criticism, Japan responded by
isolating itself from the international community and with-
drawing, in 1933, from the League of Nations.

To prepare for the inevitable war with China, Japan had spent
decades training its men for combat. The molding of young
men to serve in the Japanese military began early in life, and in
the 1930s the martial influence seeped into every aspect of
Japanese boyhood. Toy shops became virtual shrines to war,
selling arsenals of toy soldiers, tanks, helmets, uniforms, rifles,
antiaircraft guns, bugles, and howitzers. Memoirs from that
time describe preadolescent boys waging mock battles in the

29



T RAPE OF NANKING

estabfsh this sublimation of individuality to the cogfmon
good, Yyperior officers or older soldiers slapped recruigffor al-
most nogeason at all or beat them severely with heavgfwooden
rods. Accqding to the author Iritani Toshio, officegffoften jus-
tified unauNgorized punishment by saying, “I do gbt beat you
because I hag you. I beat you because 1 care fogfou. Do you
think I perfori§ these acts with hands swollen ghd bloody in a
state of madnesg” Some youths died under gffch brutal physi-
cal conditions; oMyers committed suicide; thffmajority became
tempered vessels iNgo which the military gffuld pour a new set
of life goals.

Training was no le§§ grueling a procgs for aspiring officers.
In the 1920s all army qydets had to gffss through the Military
Academy at Ichigaya. WNR its overcffwded barracks, unheated
study rooms, and inadeq§te foodgfthe place bore a greater re-
semblance to a prison than\yschgl. The intensity of the train-

ing in Japan surpassed Raff of most Western military
academies: in England an offigl was commissioned after some
1,372 hours of dasswork a hours of private study, but

in Japan the standards wgfe 3,382 hours of classwork and
2,765 hours of private stffly. The qdets endured a punishing
daily regimen of physicgl exercise af§ classes in history, geog-
raphy, foreign languaggf, mathematicqscience, logic, drawing,
and penmanship. E hing in the cqyiculum was bent to-
ward the goal of pgffection and triumph§Above all the Japan-
ese cadets were tgffadopt “a will which kNgws no defeat.” So
terrified were thgftadets of any hint of failuMythat examination
results were kegl secret, to minimize the risk & suicide.

The acadegfy was like an island to itself, seafd off from the
rest of the gforld. The Japanese cadet enjoyed Xither privacy
nor any offportunity to exercise individual leadqgship skills.
His readgig material was carefully censored, and Njsure time
was nogfexistent. History and science were distorted \p project
an imgge of the Japanese as a superrace. “During thesdqmpres-
siongfble years they have been walled off from all outsid§plea-
sug¥s, interests or influences,” one Western writer obser§d of

¢ Japanese officers. “The atmosphere of the narrow grdgve
flong which they have moved has been saturated with a spec§l
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national and a special military propaganda. Already from a
race psychologically far removed from us, they have been re-
moved still further.”

In the summer of 1937 Japan finally succeeded in provoking a
full-scale war with China. In July a Japanese regiment, gar-
risoned by treaty in the Chinese city of Tientsin, had been con-
ducting night maneuvers near the ancient Marco Polo Bridge.
During a break several shots were fired at the Japanese in the
darkness, and a Japanese soldier failed to appear during roll
call. Using this incident as an excuse to exercise its power in
the region, Japanese troops advanced upon the Chinese fort of
Wanping near the bridge and demanded that its gates be
opened so that they could search for the soldier. When the
Chinese commander refused, the Japanese shelled the fort.

By the end of July, Japan had tightened its grasp on the en-
tire Tientsin-Peking region and by August the Japanese had in-
vaded Shanghai. The second Sino-Japanese War was no longer
reversible.

But conquering China proved to be a more difficult task
than the Japanese anticipated. In Shanghai alone Chinese
forces outnumbered the Japanese marines ten to one, and Chi-
ang Kai-shek, leader of the Nationalist government, had re-
served his best troops for the battle. That August, while
attempting to land thirty-five thousand fresh troops on the
docks of Shanghai, the Japanese encountered their first set-
back. A hidden Chinese artillery emplacement opened fire and
killed several hundred men, including a cousin of the Empress
Nagako. For months the Chinese defended the metropolis
with extraordinary valor. To the chagrin of the Japanese, the
battle of Shanghai proceeded slowly, street by street, barricade
by barricade.

In the 1930s, Japanese military leaders had boasted—and
seriously believed—that Japan could conquer all of mainland
China within three months. But when a battle in a single Chi-
nese city alone dragged from summer to fall, and then from fall
to winter, it shattered Japanese fantasies of an easy victory. Here,
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The city of Suzhou (on the way to Nanjing):

of ljai Hu Lake. One of the oldest cities of China, it was prized
for its delicate silk embroidery, palaces, and temples. Its canals
3nd ancient bridges had earned the city its Western nickname as
‘ the Yenice of China.” On November 19, on a morning of pour-
ing rain, a Japanese advance guard marched through the gates of
Suchmfa, wearing hoods that prevented Chinese sentries from
recognizing them. Once inside, the Japanese murdered and plun-
deret.ﬂ the city for days, burning down ancient landmarks and ab-
‘C.IUCU{‘lg thousands of Chinese women for sexual slavery. The
invasion, according to the China Weekly Review, caused the popu-
lation of the city to drop from 350,000 to less than 500.

A British correspondent had the opportunity to record what
was left of Pine River (Sungchiang, a suburban city of Shang-
{1&1), nine weeks after the Japanese had passed through it

There is hardly a building standing which has not been guttecj
by fire,” he wrote. “Smoldering ruins and deserted streets pre-
sent an eerie spectacle, the only living creatures being dogs un-
naturally fattened by feasting on corpses. In the whole of
S‘ungchiang, which should contain a densely packed popula-
tion of approximately 100,000, I saw only five Chinese, who
were old men, hiding in a French mission compound in tears.”

TAKES COMMAND

sis. The illness struck Matsur ¥
command to that of a m

sui would
while A,
pfiiary, would take responsibility as the new comman
ief of the army around Nanking. As a member of the royal

S1x WEEKS OF TERROR

family, Asaka possessed power that would override all other
aXpority on the Nanking front. He was also closer to Lieu-
<enNt General Nakajima and General Yanagawa than to Mat-
sui b\sause he had spent three years in Paris with them as 2
militarWintelligence officer.

Little Nknown as to why Hirohito chose at this critical go-
ment to g Asaka this position, though Bergamini beligfls it
was done t\test Asaka, who had sided with the eng Peror's
brother ChiciNpu against Hirohito on a political iss during
the February 1946 army mutiny. On the palace rol|l#/ Hirohito
had singled out Xjaka as the one member of thegfoyal family
who possessed an itude that was “not good” gd apparently
gave his uncle the apointment at Nanking agfin opportunity
to redeem himself.

At the time it seemecRhike a trivial chang®, but later, for the
lives of hundreds of thotgnds of Chingfe, it would prove to
be a critical one.

It is hard to describe wt reallff happened behind the
scenes in the Japanese army b&qaugf many of the details were
given by Matsui and his colledgfies years later at their war
crimes trial, or by sources who gfaj\be unreliable, and they are
therefore cited with caution. Zfut if Wgeir testimony can be be-

lieved, this is what we leargff Wary oNghe imperial newcomer
and the potential for abyfe of power, datsui issued a set of
moral commandments#br the invasion§gf Nanking. He or-
dered his armies to rgfffoup a few kilomeNys outside the city
walls, to enter the Gffinese capital with onija few well-disci-
plined battalions, #hd to complete the occup? ion so that the
army would “spgfkle before the eyes of the ChiNgse and make
them place cogffidence in Japan.” He also called Y meeting of
staff officers ffffore his sickbed and proclaimed:

Theffntry of the Imperial Army into a foreign capital iNg great
Mt in our history . . . attracting the attention of the ¥ prid.
erefore let no unit enter the city in a disorderly fasign.

" Let them know beforehand the matters to be rememberfg

and the position of foreign rights and interests in the walled

city. Let them be absolutely free from plunder. Dispose sentries
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and around Nanking were slaughtered at Mufu Mountain, yet
the cleanup there took days. Burial was one method of dis-
posal, but General Nakajima complained in his diary that it
was hard to locate ditches large enough to bury heaps of seven
to eight thousand corpses. Cremation was another, but the
Japanese often lacked sufficient fuel to do a proper job. After
the Mufu Mountain massacre, for instance, the Japanese
poured large drums of gasoline on the bodies to burn them,
but the drums ran out before fires could reduce the remains to
ashes. “The result was a mountain of charred corpses,” a Japan-
ese corporal wrote.

Many bodies were simply dumped into the Yangtze River.

THE MURDER OF CIVILIANS

After the soldiers surrendered en masse, there was virtually no
one left to protect the citizens of the city. Knowing this, the
Japanese poured into N anking on December 13, 1937, occupy-
ing government buildings, banks, and warehouses, shooting
people randomly in the streets, many of them in the back as
they ran away. Using machine guns, revolvers, and rifles, the
Japanese fired at the crowds of wounded soldiers, elderly
women, and children who gathered in the North Chungshan
and Central roads and nearby alleys. They also killed Chinese
civilians in every section of the city: tiny lanes, major boule-
vards, mud dugouts, government buildings, city squares. As
victims toppled to the ground, moaning and screaming, the
streets, alleys, and ditches of the fallen capital ran rivers of
blood, much of it coming from people barely alive, with no
strength left to run away.

The Japanese systematically killed the city dwellers as they
conducted house-to-house searches for Chinese soldiers in
Nanking. But they also massacred the Chinese in the nearby
suburbs and countryside. Corpses piled up outside the city
walls, along the river (which had literally turned red with
blood), by ponds and lakes, and on hills and mountains. In
villages near Nanking, the Japanese shot down any young man
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who passed, under the presumption that he was likely 1tc» be;l a
former Chinese soldier. But they also .murdered people w 3
could not possibly be Chinese soldlers—elqerly men zn
women, for instance—if they hesitated or even if they failed to
understand orders, delivered in the Japanese language, to move
i L

mlSD‘f:?i};(g)rtglalast ten days of December, ]apane§e motor%cle
brigades patrolled Nanking while Japanese soldiers shoulder-
ing loaded rifles guarded the entrances to all the s‘r_reets:i_av-
enues, and alleys. Troops went from door to c.loor,_ deman ing
that the doors be opened to welcome the victorious armlez.
The moment the shopkeepers complied, the Japanese opene
fire on them. The imperial army massacred thousands of peo-
ple in this manner and then systematically looted the stores
and burned whatever they had no use for.

THE JAPANESE JOURNALISTS

These atrocities shocked many of the Japanese cqrresponc'le‘n}tls'
who had followed the troops to N anking. A homﬁed Mat.mc i
Shimbun reporter watched the Japanese line up Chinese pnson;
ers on top of the wall near Chungshan Gate and chffirge a
them with bayonets fixed on rifles. ”One‘ by one the prisoners
fell down to the outside of the wa.li," the reporter wro;e.
“Blood splattered everywhere. The chilling a@osphere ma z
one’s hair stand on end and limbs tremble w1thﬂfear. [ stoo
there at a total loss and did not know what to do.

He was not alone in his reaction. Many other reporters_—»—
even seasoned war correspondents—recoiled at the orgy of vio-
lence, and their exclamations found their way into print. From
Imai Masatake, a Japanese military correspondent:

On Hsiakwan wharves, there was the dark silhouette of a
mountain made of dead bodies. AbouF fifty to one hurldrgd
people were toiling there, dragging bodies from t‘he nr}lo]ur];ta:;
of corpses and throwing them into the 'lYangt.ze River. The bo

ies dripped blood, some of them still alive and moaning
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?veakly, Lh.eir limbs twitching. The laborers were busy working
in total silence, as in a pantomime. In the dark one could
ftfalrely see the opposite bank of the river. On the pier was a
ield of glistening mud under the moon’s dim li
ight. Wow!

That's all blood! bl

After a while, the coolies had done their job of dragging
corpses a_nd the soldiers lined them up along the river. Rat-tat-
j[al machn:le—gun fire could be heard. The coolies fell backwards
into the river and were swallowed by the raging currents. The
pantomime was over.

A Japanese officer at the scene estimated that 20,000 per-
sons had been executed.

From the Japanese military correspondent Omata Yukio,

who saw Chinese prisoners brought to Hsiakwan and lined up
along the river:

Those in the first row were beheaded, those in the second row
were forced to dump the severed bodies into the river hefore
they themselves were beheaded. The killing went on non-stop,
from mqming until night, but they were only able to kill 2,000
persons in this way. The next day, tired of killing in this fash-
ion, they set up machine guns. Two of them raked a cross-fire
at the lined-up prisoners. Rat-tat-tat-tat. Triggers were pulled.
?‘he prisoners fled into the water, but no one was able to make
it to the other shore,

From the Japanese photojournalist Kawano Hiroki:

Before the “Ceremony of Entering the City,” 1 saw fifty to one
hundred bodies drifting down the Yangtze River. Did they die
in battle, or were they killed after being taken prisoner? Or
were they slaughtered civilians?

I remember there was a pond just outside Nanking. It
looked like a sea of blood—with splendid colors. If only I had
color film . . . what a shocking shot that would have been!

Sas_akj Motomasa, a Japanese military correspondent at
Nankm.g, observed, “I've seen piled-up bodies in the Great
Quake in Tokyo, but nothing can be compared to this.”

S1X WEEKS OF TERROR 49

THE RAPE OF NANKING

Next, the Japanese turned their attention to the women.

mNomen suffered most,” Takokoro Kozo, a former soldier in
the 114th Division of the Japanese army in Nanking, recalled.
“No matter how young or old, they all could not escape the
fate of being raped. We sent out coal trucks from Hsiakwan to
the city streets and villages to seize a lot of women. And then
each of therm was allocated to 15 to 20 soldiers for sexual inter-
course and abuse.”

Surviving Japanese veterans claim that the army had offi-
cially outlawed the rape of enemy women. But rape remained
so deeply embedded in Japanese military culture and supersti-
tion that no one took the rule seriously. Many believed that
raping virgins would make them more powerful in battle. Sol-
diers were even known to wear amulets made from the pubic
hair of such victims, believing that they possessed magical
powers against injury.

The military policy forbidding rape only encouraged sol-
diers to kill their victims afterwards. During an interview for
the documentary In the Name of the Emperor, Azuma Shiro, a
former Japanese soldier, spoke candidly about the process of
rape and murder in Nanking:

At first we used some kinky words like Pikankan. Pi means
“hip,” kankan means “look.” Pikankan means, “Let’s see a
woman open up her legs.” Chinese women didn’t wear under-
pants. Instead, they wore trousers tied with a string. There was
no belt. As we pulled the string, the buttocks were exposed. We
“pikankan.” We looked. After a while we would say something
like, “I's my day to take a bath,” and we took turns raping
them. It would be all right if we only raped them. I shouldn't
say all right. But we always stabbed and killed them. Because

dead bodies don't talk.

Takokoro Kozo shared Azuma’s bluntness in discussing
the issue. "After raping, we would also kill them,” he recalled.
“Those women would start to flee once we let them go. Then
we would ‘bang!’ shoot them in the back to finish them up.”

h\




In Nanki{'lg the Japanese turned murder into sport. Note the smiles on the
Japanese in the background (Revolutionary Documents, Taipei).
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The Japanese media avidly covered the army’s killing contests near Nanking.
In one of the most notorious, two Japanese sublieutenants, Mukai Toshiaki
and Noda Takeshi, went on separate heheading sprees near Nanking to see
who could kill one hundred men first. The Japan Advertiser ran their picture
under the bold headline, “Contest to Kill First 100 Chinese with Sword Ex-
tended When Both Fighters Exceed Mark—Mukai Scores 106 and Noda 105"

(Japan Advertiser).
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pnd. He had stepped down, Okuno said, only under pressyffe
pm the government, not because he wished to retracihis
stements.

n August 1994, Sakurai Shin, the director genergfflof the
Japarfse environmental agency, remarked that Japagydid not
g0 to Wer with the intent to commit aggression. In j ponse to
China’s Yagry protests (a PRC Foreign Ministry spgkesman an-
nounced §hat “the Chinese government regref that, once
again, a Jajnese cabinet minister has brazenlgfade remarks
which distoMhistorical facts”), Murayama Tgfhiichi ended up
apologizing f Sakurai’s remarks. He also gfbuked Sakurai by
calling the renfyrks “inappropriate” andfforced the director
general to hold a\pidnight press confereffe to retract his state-
ment.

—In 1995 HashWnoto Ryutaro, g#le minister for interna-
tional trade and indtry and a pgfferful man in the Liberal
Democratic Party (he Would lategbecome the prime minister
of Japan), announced th¥ it wagffhpan’s intention only to fight
the United States, BritainNandf#others” during World War II.
While Japan was aggressive \gfard China, he said, it really had
no intention of invading o Asian countries.

The official denials cogfintqd even as this book was going
to press. Kajiyama Seiro}ffi, the Jqpanese chief cabinet secretary,
outraged several Asiagffcountries\yhen he stated that the sex
slaves and rape victiglfs of the JapXgese imperial army during
World War II wereglot slaves at alRput willingly engaged in
prostitution. In Jgffuary 1997, he proqaimed that the comfort
women of the [#banese army “went foRghe money” and were
no different fgfm the Japanese prostitut® who were working
legally in Jagffn at the time. Amazingly, th§e comments came
on the evepf weekend summit talks betwe Japanese Prime
Minister Jfashimoto Ryutaro and South KoreXg President Kim
Young-gffm, both of whom expressed deep Ypger over Ka-
jiyamg¥ remarks.

Kgflyama later made a gesture to apologize, thRgh he infu-
riggfd critics because the apology seemed insultinglgnd insin-

ge. The cabinet secretary regretted that his commen\ “caused
ome unpleasantness at the Japan-South Korean sumNit, and

-
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isunderstanding among the South Korean people,” but he
ract his original comments. This was
time Kajiyam had landed himg e In .1990 ‘he
was forced to resign 1o ’ : as Japanese ]l.jSthE min-
ister after compari to prostitutes who

neighborhood.

THE TEXTBOOK CONTROVERSY

Perhaps one of the most sinister aspects of the rpalaise in
Japanese education is the deliberate obstruction of important
historical information about World War II through textbook
rship. ;
Cerﬁﬁnsostp from birth, Japanese children fight for footholds in
the slippery pyramid of education, striving‘ to r_each the tip,
which is admission to Todai, or Tokyo Unwemt){. There are
cram elementary schools to get into the right high school,
where kids study from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M,; cram preparatory
kindergartens to ensure admission into the right elemer}tary
school; even exclusive maternity wards that guarantee babies a
ticket into the right nursery school. ‘

But despite the “examination hell” for which the Japanese
are famous, what do their schoolchildren learn about World
War 17 i

Very little, as it turns out. The entire Japanese eFiucatl_on sys-
tem suffers from selective amnesia, for not L{ntll 1994 were
Japanese schoolchildren taught that Hirqh‘lto s army was re-
sponsible for the deaths of at least 20 million Allied soldiers
and Asian civilians during World War II. In the early 1990s a
newspaper article quoted a Japanese high school teacher who
claimed that his students were surprised to learn th'fu Japan
had been at war with the United States. The first thing they
wanted to know was who won. ) ;

How does this happen? All textbooks used in Japan's ele-
mentary and secondary schools must ﬁr.st be approved by the
Japanese Ministry of Education. Critics in Japan note that so-
cial studies textbooks come under the heaviest scrutiny. For ex-

205



216

THE RAPE OF NANKING

from my superior officer that every person in this place must
be killed.”

The result was a massive terrorist campaign in 1941 de-
signed to exterminate everyone in the northern Chinese coun-
tryside. It reduced the population there from 44 million to 25
million people. At least one author on China, Jules Archer, be-
lieves that the Japanese killed most of the 19 million people
who disappeared from the region, though other scholars spec-
ulate that millions must have fled to safer ground. R. J. Rum-
mel, author of China’s Bloody Century, points out that even if
only 5 percent of the population loss consisted of murder vic-
tims, that would still amount to nearly 1 million Chinese.

The Japanese also waged ruthless experiments in biological
warfare against the Chinese. Some of it was retaliatory and di-
rected against Chinese villages suspected of helping American
fliers during the April 1942 Doolittle raid of Tokyo. In areas
that may have served as landing zones for the bombers, the
Japanese massacred a quarter-million civilians and plowed up
every Chinese airfield within an area of twenty thousand
square miles. Here as well as elsewhere during the war, entire
cities and regions were targeted for disease. We now know that
Japanese aviators sprayed fleas carrying plague germs over met-
ropolitan areas like Shanghai, Ningpo, and Changteh, and that
flasks of disease-causing microbes—cholera, dysentery, ty-
phoid, plague, anthrax, paratyphoid—were tossed into rivers,
wells, reservoirs, and houses. The Japanese also mixed food
with deadly germs to infect the Chinese civilian and military
population. Cakes laced with typhoid were scattered around
bivouac sites to entice hungry peasants; rolls syringed with ty-
phoid and paratyphoid were given to thousands of Chinese
prisoners of war before they were freed.

The final death count was almost incredible, between
1,578,000 and 6,325,000 people. R. ]. Rummel gives a prudent
estimate of 3,949,000 killed, of which all but 400,000 were
civilians. But he points out that millions more perished from
starvation and disease caused in large part by Japanese looting,
bombing, and medical experimentation. If those deaths are
added to the final count, then one can say that the Japanese

EriLoGuE

killed more than 19 million Chinese people in its war against
China.

is impossible for most people to imagine exactly what wg
tigugh the minds of Japanese soldiers and officers as gfey
corMnitted the atrocities. But many historians, eyewitgfffses,
surviNars, and the perpetrators themselves have brized
about WRat drove the naked brutality of the Japanesefmperial
army.

Some Ja¥nese scholars believe that the horrorgbf the Rape
of Nanking 8yd other outrages of the Sino-Japagfse War were
caused by a pypomenon called “the transferdft oppression.”
According to TaMgka Yuki, author of HiddenForrors: Japanese
War Crimes in WoRY{ War II, the modern J¥panese army had
great potential for Mutality from the mghent of its creation
for two reasons: the ar®trary and cruel gfatment that the mili-
tary inflicted on its owqpfficers and #bldiers, and the hierar-
chical nature of Japanese YQciety, inghich status was dictated
by proximity to the emperdQBefof the invasion of Nanking,
the Japanese military had sub Il its own soldiers to endless
humiliation. Japanese soldiers 2&re forced to wash the under-
wear of officers or stand mee[fy WRile superiors slapped them
until they streamed with blg#fd. Us\§e Orwellian language, the
routine striking of Japanegffsoldiers, qWbentatsu, was termed an
“act of love” by the offigrs, and the W@lent discipline of the
Japanese navy throughglkken seisai, or “tiMiron fist,” was often
called ai-no-muchi, oggfwhip of love.”

It has often beegffuggested that those wisMthe least power
are often the moggadistic if given the power &life and death
over people evegflower on the pecking order, aiNythe rage en-

‘gendered by ¢#fs rigid pecking order was suddeM given an
outlet when #fpanese soldiers went abroad. In foreidlands or
colonized gfritories, the Japanese soldiers—represen®ives of

the empefPr—enjoyed tremendous power among the stiects.
In Chingfeven the lowliest Japanese private was considere¥su-
periogo the most powerful and distinguished native, and 1%}
easy#b see how years of suppressed anger, hatred, and fear O

217



220 THE RAPE OF NANKING

the Japanese as a nation are still trying to bury the victims of
Nanking—not under the soil, as in 1937, but into historical
oblivion. In a disgraceful compounding of the offense, the
story of the Nanking massacre is barely known in the West be-
cause so few people have tried to document and narrate it sys-
tematically to the public.

This book started out as an attempt to rescue those victims
from more degradation by Japanese revisionists and to provide
my own epitaph for the hundreds upon thousands of un-
marked graves in Nanking. It ended as a personal exploration
into the shadow side of human nature. There are several im-
portant lessons to be learned from Nanking, and one is that
civilization itself is tissue-thin. There are those who believe
that the Japanese are uniquely sinister—a dangerous race of
people who will never change. But after reading several file
cabinets’ worth of documents on Japanese war crimes as well
as accounts of ancient atrocities from the pantheon of world
history, I would have to conclude that Japan’s behavior during
World War II was less a product of dangerous people than of a
dangerous government, in a vulnerable culture, in dangerous
times, able to sell dangerous rationalizations to those whose
human instincts told them otherwise. The Rape of Nanking
should be perceived as a cautionary tale—an illustration of
how easily human beings can be encouraged to allow their
teenagers to be molded into efficient killing machines able to
suppress their better natures.

Another lesson to be gleaned from Nanking is the role of
power in genocide. Those who have studied the patterns of
large-scale killings throughout history have noted that the
sheer concentration of power in government is lethal—that
only a sense of absolute unchecked power can make atrocities
like the Rape of Nanking possible. In the 1990s R. J. Rummel,
perhaps the world’s greatest authority on democide (a term he
coined to include both genocide and government mass mur-
der), completed a systematic and quantitative study of atroci-
ties in both this century and ancient times, an impressive body
of research that he summed up with a play on the famous Lord
Acton line: “Power kills, and absolute power kills absolutely.”

EPILOGUE

The less restraint on power within a government, Rummel
found, the more likely that government will act on the whims
or psychologically generated darker impulses of its leaders to
wage war on foreign governments. Japan was no exception,
and atrocities such as the Rape of Nanking can be seen as a pre-
dictable if not inevitable outgrowth of ceding to an authoritar-
ian regime, dominated by a military and imperial elite, the
unchallenged power to commit an entire people to realizing
the sick goals of the few with the unbridled power to set them.

And there is yet a third lesson to be learned, one that is per-
haps the most distressing of all. It lies in the frightening ease
with which the mind can accept genocide, turning us all into
passive spectators to the unthinkable. The Rape of Nanking
was front-page news across the world, and yet most of the
world stood by and did nothing while an entire city was
butchered. The international response to the Nanking atroci-
ties was eerily akin to the more recent response to the atrocities
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Rwanda: while thousands have
died almost unbelievably cruel deaths, the entire world has
watched CNN and wrung its hands. One could argue that the
United States and other countries failed to intervene earlier to
prevent the Nazis from carrying out their “final solution” be-
cause the genocide was carried out in wartime secrecy and with
such cold efficiency that until Allied soldiers liberated the
camps and saw with their own eyes the extent of the horror,
most people could not accept the reports they had been getting

. as literally true. But for the Rape of Nanking, or for the mur-

ders in the former Yugoslavia, there can be no such excuse. The
Nanking atrocities were splashed prominently across the pages
of newspapers like the New York Times, while the Bosnia out-
rages were played out daily on television in virtually every liv-
ing room. Apparently some quirk in human nature allows even
the most unspeakable acts of evil to become banal within min-
utes, provided only that they occur far enough away to pose no
personal threat.

Sad to say, the world is still acting as a passive spectator to
the second Japanese rape—the refusal of the Japanese to apol-
ogize for or even acknowledge their crimes at Nanking, and the
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