Lesson Plan Japanese History Steve Murray
RATIONALE The following lesson plan will take place within the context of a World
Humanities course for sophomores at Columbus Alternative High School. The Humanities
courses are team-taught blocks of 85 minutes; the courses are two credits, with students
receiving both a Language Arts and Social Studies credit. As such, the lesson will focus on
Japanese imperialism and modernization but within the context of a unit on imperialism that
includes lessons on the rise of: Western nationalism, militarism, industrialization, and
imperialism in Africa, China, and the Asian subcontinent. However, it is possible that certain
aspects of this lesson plan also could be implemented in a U.S. History class.

The justification for the focus of the lesson in either a World History or American History class
is rooted in both the Ohio Dept of Education Social Studies and Language Arts Academic
Content Standards.

The relevant strands for Social Studies are:
Benchmark C: Analyze the reasons that countries gained control of territory through
imperialism and the impact on people living in the territory that was controlled.
Grade Nine /mperialism 4. Describe the political, economic and social roots of imperialism.
6. Explain the global impact of imperialism including;

a. Modernization of Japan
Grade 10 Imperialism
5. Trace the development of the United States as a world power with emphasis on b. U.S.
imperialism in the Far East, South Pacific, Caribbean and Central America

For Language Arts, a relevant strand is:
Benchmark C Organize information from various resources and select appropriate sources
to support central ideas, concepts, and themes.
Writing Applications
4. Write information essays or reports, including research that
a. pose relevant and tightly drawn questions that engage the reader.
b. provide a clear and accurate perspective on the subject.
c. create an organizing structure appropriate to the purpose, audience, and context.
d. support the main ideas with facts, details, and examples, and explanations from
sources; and
e. document sources and include bibliographies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Students will understand the historical context of Japanese imperialism

2. Students will explain the similarities among, and the differences between, the motivations and
goals of Japanese imperialism and the motivations and goals of imperialism of Western powers
3. Students will comprehend the extent of Japanese imperialism

4. Students will explain multiple perspectives on Japanese imperialism both domestically and
internationally

5. Students will describe Japan’s modernization, including the political, social, and economic
changes that took place in Japan during the age of Japanese imperialism



METHODOLOGY
Examination of documents including: maps, primary and secondary documents, graphs and
charts, photographs, and period political cartoons
Class discussion
Individual written responses/ formation of thesis statements

SCHEDULE

DAY 1

Review with students the goals and objectives of Western imperialism. (10 min.)

Prompt students for prior knowledge about Japan’s involvement in World War I and Japanese
history leading up to World War II. (15 min)

Distribute time line of Japanese history. Direct students to note the centuries of isolation Japan
experiences preceding the period of Japanese imperialism. Have students note concurrent events
that demonstrate the expansion of Western imperialism in Asia.  Append. 1-6 (20 min.)

Direct students to 1804 on time line and initial unsuccessful attempts by Russian envoys to
convince Japan to open to the West. Next, trace with students the events that lead to the arrival
of American Commodore Matthew Perry. (15 min.)

Direct students to the map that shows the extent of Western imperialism in Asia. Discuss the

possible effects this had on the Japanese people Append. 7 (15 min.)
Read aloud with students the brief poem and discuss with students the concern of some Japanese
people in the midst of Western imperialism. Append. & (15 min.)

DAY 2

Review of previous day’s discussion. (10 min.)

Read aloud with students the excerpts of primary documents that reveal the Japanese curiosity
about Westerners and admiration for some Western ideas.  Append. 9 (25 min.)

Have students examine the prints of drawings that illustrate a Japanese perspective of
Westerners in Japan. Discuss with students how this might have appeared to Japanese.
Append. 10-11 (20 min.)

Present students information about the agreements the Japanese make with the West about opening up,
including document excerpts that reveal the Japanese desire for expansion. Present further information
about the decisions made by the Meiji government to expand. Append, 12-13 (25 min.)

DAY 3
Read and discuss the documents concerning Japanese expansionist successes that reveal the
motivation for further Japanese expansion. Append. 14-15 (15 min.)

Present students information about the Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War. Explain
the sources of conflict, ie. rivalry over desired territories. Discuss outcomes: Japan emerging as a
world power. (15 min.}



Have students examine various bar graphs that demonstrate large material gains, a rising
standard of living, and developing industrial economy in Japan. Students create a summary of

these graphs. Append. 16-17 (45 min.)
DAY 4

Read and discuss excerpts of primary documents of Western perceptions of Japanese
modernization. Append. 18 (15 min.)

Examine and discuss the photographs of university women suffrage and the image of a Japanese
woman in traditional kimono. Discuss the changing role of women during modernization. Read
and discuss the primary document “On Wives and Concubines™ that shows influence of Western
ideas on Japanese social customs. Append. 19-21 (20 min.)

Read and discuss textbook excerpt “Exgloimtion or co-prosperity?” Return to Day 1 discussion
about the perception of Japan in the 20" century. Summary remarks about Japanese expansion in
the midst of Western imperialism; summary remarks about the changes in Japan during the
imperialist period. Summary remarks about Japan’s motivations/actions in comparison to
Western imperialists. Append. 22-29 (45 min.)

FINAL ESSAY: In consultation with the teacher, students will develop and address a thesis
statement about Japanese imperialism and produce an essay that addresses the thesis statement.
This assignment will address the benchmark noted above. It also enables students to complete
one specified writing portfolio assignment required by Columbus Public Schools.
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Nakahama Manjire, a
fisherman shipwrecked ona
Pacific island, is rescued by
an American whaler and taken
to the United States

New Zeland
becomes a British
colony

1844

Dutch warship arrives in
Nagasaki with a letter from
the king of the Netherlands
advising the shogunate to
open the country to Western
trade

U.S. and China sign
Treaty of Peace,
Amity, and
Commerce

1846

Shogunate and domains give
greater attention to coastal
defenses as foreign ships and
whaling vessels enter
Japanese territorial waters

Mexican War begins
(to 1848)

1848

Gold discovered in
California

1850

Taiping Rebellion
breaks out in China
(1850-64)

California joins the
Union

Year

Japan

Asia

‘World

1853

Four warships of the US East
India Squadron, commanded
by Commodore Matthew
Perry, enter Uraga Bay

1854

Treaty of Peace and Amity
between the United States and
the Empire of Japan
(Kanagawa Treaty) signed;
similar treaties concluded
with Great Britain (1854),
Russia (1855), and the
Netherlands (1856)

1855

Ansei earthquake kills more
than 5000 people in Edo

1856

US Consul General Townsend
Harris arrives at Shimoda to
initiate trade negotiations with
the shogunate
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Year

Japan

World

1866

Shogunal army engages forces
of Choshu domain in the
second of the Choshu
Expeditions; the Shogunate's
failure to bring the campaign
to a successful conclusion
severely damages its prestige

Prussia defeats
Austria in the Six
Weeks War

Satsuma and Choshu form a
secret alliance against the
shogunate

1867

The last shogun, Tokugawa
Yoshinobu returns political
authority to Mutsuhito
(Emperor Meiji) who changes
the name of the era to Meiji
(or enlightened rule)

Russia sells Alaska
to the U.S. for §7.2
million

1868

Restoration of Imperial rule
(Osei Fukko) declared

U.S. President
Andrew Johnson is
impeached for
violating the the
Tenure-of-Office
Act, and is acquitted
by the Senate

Fragmented Tokugawa forces
and dissident domains lodge
the Boshin War

Emperor Meiji moves from
Kyoto to Edo, now named
Tokyo, or Eastern Capital

1869

Daimyo return domain lands
and population registers to the
Emperor. Domains are
designated public land with
uniform procedures for tax
collection. Daimyo are
appointed as local governors
and receive government
stipends

United States trans-
continental railroad
completed

Samurai divided into two

ranks: a) shizoku; b) sotsu,




established

Ryukyu Islands incorporated

1879 into Japan and becomes
Okinawa prefecture
1881 Jiyuto (Liberal Party) formed
by Itagaki Taisuke
1881-85 |Matsukata Deflation
Year Japan Asia World
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Sino-French War;
China recognizes
1883-85 Vietnam as a
protectorate of
France
Cabinet system adopted with
Ito Hirobumi as the first
Pmpe Minister; the new Faradian Papike
1885 cabinet supersedes the Railviy camolatsd
Dajokan (Grand Council of 5 i e
State) as the central organ of
the Japanese state
Tianjin (Tientsin) Convention:
agreement reached between
China and Japan concerning
their interests in Korea
1886 Great Britain
annexes Burma
. . . Eastman produces
1888 Privy Council established Pt s s
T Gustave Eiffel
1889 ey Sl completes Tower in

promulgated

Paris

First Election law of 1889
limits voting to the House of
Representatives to men over
25 who paid ¥15 or more in
national tax (about 1% of the
population)

First American
skyscraper built in
Chicago




1890

[mperial Rescript on
Education

1893

Artist Kuroda Seiki returns
from study in Paris and
introduces impressionism to
Japan

Tonghak Rebellion,
a peasant uprising,
breaks out in Korea.
(China and Japan
intervene in 1894,
commencing the
Sino-Japanese War
of 1894-1895)

France annexes Laos

1894

Anglo-Japanese Commercial
Treaty abolishes
extraterritoriality and restores
partial tariff autonomy to
Japan

Sino-Japanese War

(1894-95)

1895

Treaty of Shimonoseki
concludes Sino-Japanese War:
China recognizes the
independence of Korea; Japan
gains Formosa (Taiwan), and
Pescadores Islands; Liaodong
Peninsula now controlled by
Japan (Japan gives thisup a
few months later, only to have
Russia gain the leasehold in
1898); China pays ¥364
million indemnity; and Japan
gains same extra-territorial
rights as Western countries

Queen Min of Korea
is assassinated by
Japanese troops

1898

Jiyuto and Kaishinto become
Kenseito (Constitutional
Party); later becomes
Minseito in 1927

Hundred Days of
Reform of Kang
Yuwei

Spanish-American
War: Spain cedes
Puerto Rico,
Philippines, Guam to
the United States;
United States
annexes Hawaii

1899

Extra-territoriality privileges
(in place since 1858) removed
by foreign governments

1900

Rikken Seiyukai (Friends of
Constitutional Government

Boxer Rebellion in
China
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Japanese War in 1894-1895, the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, and Japanese conguests in
Manehuria and Northern China.




A Japanese View of the Dutch
The Japanese were characteristically curious about the Westerners who came to Japan.

The men of the countries of Europe sail at will around the globe in ships
which recognize no frontiers. In Holland, one of the countries of Europe,
they consider astronomy and geography to be the most important sub-
S jects of study because unless a ship’s_ captain is well versed in these sci-
s ences it is impossible for him to sail as he chooses to all parts of the
n't be caught off guard, Id. i
s world. Moreover, the Dutch have the excellent national characteristics
5 y'n s B e of investigating matters with great patience until they can get to the very
1e treaties that bind on the surface bottom. For the sake of such research they have devised surveying
Do not plumb the depths of the heart. instruments as well as telescopes and helioscopes with which to
International law though there may be, examine the sun, moon, and stars, They have devised other instru-
Whien the time comes, ments to ascertain the size and proximity of the heavenly
We must be prepared - bodies....Scholars write down their own findings and leave the solution
For with hrite foree. for their children, grandchildren, and disciples to discover, though it may
require generations.

England in the West,

The strong devour the weak.

Source; From R. Tsunoda et al., eds., Sources of Japanese Tradition, Vol. 1l, (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1958), p. 41.

A Japanese View of the Inventiveness of the West

Serious Japanese thinkers reacted to their

country’s weakness with proposals to adopt
Western science and industry, But the
“Civilization and Enlightenment Move-
ment” of the 1870s had its lighter side as
well. In 1871 the novelist Kanagaki Robun
wrote a satire about a man with an umbrella,
a watch, and esu de cologne on his hair, who
was eating and drinking in a new beef
restaurant.  Before the  Restoration,
Buddhism had banned beef eating a5 a
defilement. The comic hero, however,
wonders, “Why we in Japan haven't caten
such a clean thing before.” He then goes on
to rhapsodize abour Western inventions,

What do pickled onions have to do with the
marvels of Western technology?

In the West they're free of superstitions,
There it's the custom to do everything sci-
endifically, and that's why they've invented
amazing things like the steamship and che
steam engine. Did you know that they
engrave the plates for printing newspapers
with telegraphic needles? And thar they
bring down wind from the sky with bal-
loons? Aren't they wonderful inventions! Of
course, there are good reasons behind these
inventions. If you look at a map of the world
you'll see some countries marked “rropical,”

which means that's where the sun shines
closest. The people in those countries are all
burnt black by the sun. The king of that part
of the world tried all kinds of schemes
before he hir on what is called 2 balloon.
That's a big round bag they fill with air high
up in the sky. They bring the bag down and
open it, causing the cooling air inside the bag
to spread out all over the country. Thar’s a
great invention. On the other hand, in
Russia, which is a cold country where the
snow falls even in summer and the ice is so
thick that people can't move, they invented
the steam engine. You've got to admire them
for it. I undi d that they modeled the
steam engine after the flaming chariot of
hell, but anyway, what they do is to load a
crowd of people on a wagon and light a fire
in a pipe underncath, They keep feeding
the fire inside the pipe with coal, so that the
people riding on top can travel a great dis-
tance completely oblivious to the cold.
Those people in the West can think up
inventions like that, one after the other. . . .
You say you must be going? Well, good-bye.
Waitress! Another small bottle of sake. And
some pickled onions to go with it!

From Modern Japanese Literature, D. Keene, ed.
and trans. pp. 32-33. Copyright © 1956 Grove
Press.  Reprinted by  permission  of
Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
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Concerns About Modernization

The novelist Natsume Soseki (1867-1916) 'speaks through a character in his n:ovel Passerss:
by, about the disturbing pace of change, caﬁen‘ ‘modemrzanan, which reached full speed

in twentieth-century Japan:

You know, our uneasiness comes from this thing ‘called scientific
progress. Science does not know where to stop, and does not permitus
to stop either. From walking to rickshaws loddly enough, a foreign intro-
duction], from rickshaws to horse-drawn cabs; from cabs to trains, from

8 trains to automabiles...to '11rp|a'105—\'.rhen will we ever be allowed lo
stop and rest? Where will.it take us? Itis really frightening.

Source: From E. McClellan, *An'Introduction to Soseki,” Harvard Joumnal of Asiatic Studies, 22 [19:9]
205-206.) 4
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1. Commodore Perry meets the Imperial Commissioners at Yokohama, 8th March 1854,

Phota: Peter Newark’s Picrures.

The first modern Japanese embassy abroad, sent by the Tokugawa to Washington and shown here in the navy
yard there in 1860 with their American hosts. Notice that the Japanese are all dressed in samuraf outfits, com-
plete with swords. (Bettmann/CORBIS)



The Meiji Constitution

The hurriedly drawn up constitution of 1889 was designed to make the Charter Qath mare
specific, which Article 1 of the Constitution merely restates. Most of the other articles echo
Western models, at least in part to make a favorable impression on the imperialist powers
and to hasten the time when they might give up their “Unequal Treaties.” The following is a
selection,

Article 2. All power and authority in the empire shall be vested in a
Council of state, and thus the grievances of divided government shall be
done away with. The power and authority of the Council of State shall
be three-fold: legislative, executive, and judicial. Thus the imbalance of
authority among the different branches of government shall be avoided.

Article 4. Attainment to offices of the first rank shall be limited to princes
of the blood, court nobles, and territorial lords and shall be by virtue of
(the emperor's) intimate trust in the great ministers of state.,

Article 5. Each great city, clan, and imperial prefecture shall furnish qual-
ified men to he members of the Assembly. A deliberative body shall be
instituted so that the views of the people may be discussed openly.

Article 9. All officials shall be changed after four vears’ service, They
shall be selected by means of public balloting. However, at the first expi-
ration of terms hereafter, half of the oificials shall retain office for two
additional years ... so that the government may be caused to continue
without interruption.

Source: Quoted in R. Tsunoda et al,, eds,, Sources of lapanese Tradition, Val, Il. (New York: Calumbia Uni-
versity Press, 1958), pp. 137-138.

On Education

?‘he Imperial Rescript on Education of 1890 was much cited, and was regularly read aloud
in the schools. Many Meiji officials contributed to its content and warding.

Know Ye, Our subjects: Our imperial ancestors have founded Our
Empire on a basis broad and everlasting, and have deeply and firmly
implanted virtue. ... This is the glory of the fundamental character of Our
Empire....Ye, Our subjects, be filial to your parents, affectionate to your
brothers and sisters; as husbands and wives be harmonious, as friends
true; bear yourselves in modesty and moderation....Pursue learning and
cultivate the arls and thereby develop intellectual faculties and perfect
moral powers; furthermore, advance public good and promote common
interests; always respect the Constitution and observe the laws, Should
emergency arise, offer yourselves courageously to the State, and thus
guard and maintain the prosperity of our Imperial Thrane coeval with
heaven and earth. So shall ye not enly be Our good and faithful sub-
fects, but render illustriaus the best traditions of your forefathers.

Source: Quoted in R. Tsunoda et al., eds., Sources of Japanese Tradition, Vol, Il (New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press), 1958, pp. 139-140.
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Supernationalism in Japan

Tokugawa Japan saw a new growth of nationalist feelings. Hirata Atsutane (1776-1843)
asserted the superiority of Shinto over all other religions, and the superiority of Japan and the
Japanese,

People all aver the world refer to Japan as the Land of the Gods, and call
us the descendants of the gods. Indeed it is exactly as they say: our coun-
try, as a special mark of favor from the heavenly gods, was begotten by
them, and there is thus so immense a difference between Japan and all
the other countries of the world as to defy comparison. Ours is a spendid
and blessed country, the Land of the Gods beyond any doubt, and we,
down to the most humble man and woman, are the descendants of the
gods. .. Japanese differ completely from and are superior to the people
of China, India, Russia, Holland, Siam, Cambodia, and all other coun-
tries, and for us to have called our country the land of the Gods was not
mere vainglory. It was the gods who formed all the lands of the world at
the creation, and these gods were without exception born in
Japan....This is a matter of universal belief, and is quite heyond dispute.

Source: From R, Tsunoda et al,, eds,, Sources of Japanese Tradition, Vol. Il (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1958), p. 39.

B Need for Lebensraum

he Japanese used ﬂ'lé"saim__e'fargl.‘im as
accommaodate their population. R Mg

. “We have already said that there are only three ways left to Japan to

.t 'escape from the pressure of surplus population. We are like a great .
S crowd of people packed into a small and narrow room, and there are. - .
" only three doors through which we might escape, namely, emigration, -
 advance into world markets, and expansion of territory. The first door;

- emigration, has been barred to us by the anti-Japanese immigration poli-

" cies of other countries. The second door, advance into world markets, is

- treaties, What should Japan do'when twoof the three doors have been
" closed against ust Itis quite natural that Japan should rush upon the ast |
rernainlng EIDUI"" e Bt 1L F B ] ] i

L Press1958),p. 289, 5 s Tt Pl Sl Rl

‘Nazis in asserting their need for expansion room .

- being pushed shit by tariff barrters and the abrogation of commercial A

“Source: Quﬁie‘i-_'lﬁ R-.Tsvn;da,ziél-.'ids. sé_rumésné}fa}a':i_me-rndm;n, :ﬁewm_m: Co'rym_tggumumi:y ok e
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Source: Ministry of Education, The Role of Education in the Social and Economic Development of
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While the political parties prepared for consti-
futional government and the government buily
dikes o consain the parties, Japan's society and
culture were being transformed,

ONJAPANESE STUDENTS IN 1868

What a sight for a schoolmaster! . . . They
are all dressed in the native costume of
loose coats, with long and bag-like sleeves:
kilts, like percicoats, open ar the upper
side; with shaven midscalps, and topknots
like gun-hammers. Men and boys carry
slates and copy books in their hands, and
common cheap glass ink bottles slung by
pieces of twine to their girdles. Hands and
faces are smeared with the black fluid;
but, surangest of all, each has two of the
murderous-looking swords, one long and
the other short, stuck in his belr., Symbols
of the soldier rather than the scholar are
these: but the samuraj are both.

ONJAPAN DURING THE 18705

To understand the situarion vou have to
realize that less than ten years ago the
Japanese were living under conditions like
those of our chivalric age and the feudal
system of the Middle Ages, with its monas-
teries, guilds, Church universal, and so on;
but thar berwixt night and maorning, one
might almost say, and with one great leap,
Japan is trying to traverse the stages of five
centuries of European development, and
to assimilate in the twinkling of an eye all
thc latest achievements of western civiliza-

The Cultural Revolution of Meiji Japan: Westerners' Views

tion. The country is thus undergoing an
immense cultral revolution—for the rerm
“evolution™ is inapplicable to a change so
rapid and so fundamental. 1 feel myself
lucky tw be an eyewitness of so interesting
an experiment.

LOOKING BACK FROM THE 18905

If one considers the comparative precocity
of the j.apanesc youth, as well as the wild
and lawless traditions which students of
twenty vears ago had inherited from their
predecessors, and adds thereto the further
consideration chat IWEenty years ago
parental authority was ar its lowest in
Japan, for the reason thar the go-ahead
sons were conscious of knowing a grear
deal more than their old-fashioned, old
warld parents, . . . it will not be wondered
at that in those early days strikes some-
times took place which bore a striking res-
timony to the power of organization which
is innate in the Japanese. . . . Bur I am
walking of events which took place many
years ago. Things are very much changed
now. . . . The go-ahead student of twenty
years ago is the go-shead parent of today,
and has succeeded in reestablishing over
his children that parental authority which
for the time slipped from the grasp of his
old world father.

W. E. Griffis, The Mikadss Empire (New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1896), p. 370; E. Baelz,
Awakening Japan: The Diary of @ German Doctor
(New York: Viking Press, 1932), p- 16; A. Lloyd,
Everyday Japan (New York: Cassell and Co.,
1909), pp. 272-273,
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On Wives and Concubines

During the 1870s and 1880s leading
Japanese thinkers introduced a wide range
of Western ideas into their country, Among
them were freedom and equality as rights
inherent in human nature. Debating the
questions of equality in marriage and the
rights of wives, intellectuals voiced a
radical criticism of concubinage and prosti-
tution. As a consequence of these debates,
laws were passed during the eighties and
nineties that strengthened the legal status
of wives. Mori Arinori (1847-1889), a
leading thinker who had studied in the
United States and England, wrote the fol-
lowing passage in 1874. He later became a
diplomar and, between 1883 and 1889, the
minister of education,

Can you think of a comparable instance in
American or European history when nee ideas
led 1o dramatic social change? How long did
the changes last and how deeply rosted did they
become?

The relation between man and wife is the
fundamental of human morals. The moral
path will be achieved by establishing this
fundamental, and the counury will only be
firmly based if the moral path is realized.
When people marry, rights and obligations
emerge berween them so that neither can
take advanrage of the other.

There have hitherro been a variety of
marriage practices [in our country], . . |
Sometimes there may be one or even
several concubines in addirion to the wife,
and sometimes a concubine may become

the wife. Sometimes the wife and the con-
I

cubines live in the same establishment,
Semetimes they are separated, and the
concubine is the favored one while the
wife is neglecred. . . .

Taking a concubine is by arbitrary deci-
sion of the man and with acquiescence of
the concubine’s family. The arrangemene,
known as wkedashi, is made by paying
money to the family of the concubine. This
«means, in other words, that concubines are
bought with money. Since concubines are
generally geisha and prostitutes patronized
by rich men and nobles, many descendants
in the rich and noble houses are the children
of bought women. Even though the wife is
superior to the concubine in households
where they live together, there is commonly
jealousy and hatred berween them because
the husband generally favors the concubine.
Therefore, there are numerous instances
when, the wife and the concubines being
scattered in separate esmblishments, the
husband repairs to the abode of the one
with whom he is infaruared and wilfully
resorts to scandalous conduct. . . . .

Thus, I have here explained that our
country has not yet established the funda-
mental of human morality, and I hope later
to discuss how this situation injures our
customs and obstructs enlightenment.

From Journal of the Japanese Enlightenment by
Meiroku Zasshi, translated and wich introduction
by William Reynolds Bristed, assisted by Adachi
Yasushi and Kikuchi Yiji (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1976), pp. 104=105.
© 1976 by the President and Fellows of Harvard
College. Reprinied by permission of Harvard
University Press.
|
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6. Women in 1929 makin,
in Tokyo. 7. A woman practising calligraphy in traditional surroundings, 1933,
Photo: Peter Newark’s Pictures, Photo: Perer Newark'’s Pic ires,

g demands for voting power during muni

| elections




Women textile workers at & turn-of-the-century silk-weaving mill in Japan. Their product,
made from mechanically reeled silk thread, was superior. A company officer, at center, is
visiting the shop floor. Behind him is a supervisor, wearing a Meiji-style mustache. Women
constituted more than half of Japan's industrial labor force well into the 20th century.
They worked a span of years after leaving primary school and before marrying. Their hours
were long, their dormitories crowded, and they often contracted tuberculosis. [Keystane Press

Agency]
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8. Women cotton workers at Toyoda, 1937,
Photo: Peter Newark's Pictures.




\
N

a0 HoneENodxs pue Arueumyuy A pEns 1] pom A INOYINOIT pIOMAL

T poUlEliaT S PUT = omE T[eT rosauede] 12a0 sem 1em o
UALM 39pULIINg 01 33 ‘A1) JO 2Wos ‘pasnjal 431 pue ‘spres azeymry
Ul LPap uiead 03 saapsway) patpuney 4 ‘spalqns Al Uo SjuAwm
-tiadxa papnpuoed far Lem jo stauosyd pazspinur pue pajropdxs ‘pasnqe
£at)) 11aapps [enxss oyur Uatmom ASAUND Pue URAIOY Jo spursnol]) uodn
SPUBRSNOL) padso] Aavl, Juapouj aSpug ofog odiep ay Apqussod pue
‘nappUL vennyuep ) payoacsd Layp ‘usspRewe) Juasedde pue {n
“ludieq SUIUUND Jo aImy¥u e iy paaeyaq SIA[ISUIBN) $2010] AL a1]].
IEM DY AU INOYENOI) $1UIAS LMo 198 $83] ‘dqerawmuug pue abes
=sejy utluen 2 ‘Tuapoup ueLnyDURpy AU PO L1 IPAMISLM pue

1249UINM 'SWAIS 1 'SIDU0J PIULIR DL} JO $3553DXA AL} PIUOPUOD AT Jem

TOsUd JO Juaunean ay} uo oo Jnel 0} paulp
.dﬂwﬂ_ﬂm?. ISEI-LINOS JO ypnu pue eupD) jo syped 1o ‘eungouepy
‘EAIOY U] SOWHST [RfU0j00 21ssa1ddo Jo TEp B Pasiqeisa sy eisy 15ea
“hnos Jo yanw Ljeuy pue siamod page a ‘edpaury 1o SaIRg payinpn
U ‘utede vuryd ‘erssmy ‘eurD) 1sumede ssiem anissaride jo sauas e ojur 1oy
pap uede[ Linjuad-anuasy Ajrea pue iuaalaumu aje] jo s1apeaj [eanrod
Ayl ruopendar pas 1oy pannboe uedel Mot ‘asmon Jo 'snotaqo st jf

SUALNUOD ISy aly
ssomw ydams pue lamod ppom e AL 42N} S PEJUOS OTT SITE RETT]

h UMM LM S[ENPIAIPUT pUE S9IUN0D oi1 palesn asauede[ iy pgm
T AeMm oy mnoqe Aes 0) aanysod Forgiaue pomg T s Adwmuos
pue uIods ue 190 Sunpdue yim R4l PUR 9991 usamiaq uosued
- jemadwn pue suonepar jeaor uauy s uedef predar 0y ajqissod n s

¢Madsosd-0o 10 uoneyojdxy

& PHOM 311 01 pue uoneu ay) oy adead armsar
O} SeILaqUn Ji) 1L SN a0 UM AW ALY ST SI) g aoeifsip awy 1eaq
01 2ABY MOLT OYM. pue sannp 112113 pajiymy Ajnjige; AR OLM 3SO1) JO jupp
1 st sape wwan Ly Aiedo) nayy o1 puoedsar oy Anedesu A uo pagal | pue
ISNED SUONEU AL} 10] PP dALL] OM 250t Jo jurds A} JO UL | 'mou 1) 1eaq
01 JARI 3m ] “auo 10 spuey 1 & sanioy jepadur s J0 JuameIEs
padadoe aq Ajprey ue 1B Suor 03 KuIenad are amsty], Iem jo s nn
AN Bpun: pauaunol spajgns Juadoua; Aur aas o) 1a8uo] fue 1eaq jouumey |

‘sjdoad asauedef )
O3 1sEIPROIG ‘pajuapadaIdun pue ‘pPaeiqajad siy apew ojjony ronduyg
sndny <1 uo Ajjeuy pue I3AIMOT] PAINIIDA0 319m ADUL 1SO] SEM TeM
SUIIBLY 34311aq Jou prp puewwod ySiy i) 1BL]] pue ‘puey u Ssanseawd
=1apunod, peq Lwynu agy yeyy pajsodar fune o ‘sdepad £jqeirpaig

SP6T-8987T ‘ueder ofednoog o) uope|os| wai4 ¥8

snopnse) se suvaw sue 4q sisipenadun wajsapy 10 sdoos LIDSIAN aTom
ppu ng aoueaduaa e yim Junrodal JANIB[S SEM ‘DSIN0D JO ‘sij],
sp Uedef Uy pansiug suospd sem a0 papiosae
ST uatmean ajelapisued pury ‘Auraua ayy Aq sdiys endsoy uo sypepe
uojuem ot pue sxaipjos asauedef ssajdpy jo anoessewn [enIq atp aiupn,
‘paure|dxa seam 3t ‘ream Jo siauosnd 1ay) 10 seyrdsoy Jping asauedef ayp
‘ajdoad painojos sureSe Juat Aq parenadiad saun jo rapereg ay ur
Isapuew Ajreals sy, ‘panim sem 31 /aqdoad uedMamy 2y jo £1an uioq
-ut ay g, asauvdef ayp Jo Lneanys ar im sueduawy atgy jo £eqieq
a1y Bunsenuos syrodas snotaumu paned Apyaap Sawan g aodof pue saun g
woddin oy a1 ssaded ‘sopgT Aprea pue spgal a1e] a1py Suung wonenod
“Xa pur UONEPEISIp (1M paynuapl aq pinois TPIM AHads01]-00) o1
‘wsiienadun wisapy sem 31 ey pue ‘KjueqIeq 1dY) 10) SNONIOIOU SIaM
TOUMT RO IS TeTT agier sdoon UISISSAT SBM 11 JBL) palure] asaup
T T e T T0] aq jou pnoys 3|
2y SURDIOY pue asauedef usamiaq uma:._m:mbg:_ mnoge Sung
0} pue afeniuey asauedef ayy jo UOISTHITP a1 Mepnmns o1 ‘sampunyoddo
upwiodwa jenba afemosua o apewr alam spoffa ‘aenoned ur ‘uempe
up ruonendod [euofos ayy jo uonequmsse, A uodn paserd sem yer
siseydurs mau ayy aquosap 0y Aem 1adord aun st ey g1 = Ajod [e1aqy
alow e satpng 01 ssdwane autos aam 313 ‘sz oy Jo Adeowag]
ousteL, a1 Funnp ey 001 pasiufodan aq pmots 3 uonenopdxa ueyy
TIPRI PUDUNYSI[UD JO [DPOU © SB - 1531 SN UT 1Se] J8 ~ papiedar sem
(210 UaAd pue) UemIE] UF UOHENSIUILDE [B1UO[OD 12y pue ALequeg
UBL} ISUIRT JUIRNSDL JO [3pow e se pamaia atam sdoon 1ay RLEETHENT
-ueidde [eLoia) jo Aonod 1ay uodn parequa uedef uaym ey oyderd
AU UT JAILIES WoIy pajjedar aq [[1m 1] “SAeM [RIDADS UT U23s aq ued uolsued
X3 [epadw pue suonefar [euonewatur s, uedef Jo Lipusfornay ayy,
v ST PUEATIR0S asauedel ur Furfuetpun pue dsap sunpatuos won
T T T T3 pe suonea1
ieuonewauy s,uedef jo Aypualowoy pasoddns ai asn o P paau
O ST I T 'PHOM BU) JO 1831 311 M fureap ur piosar 1aty uo yoene
Fuy e unowr 03 aqe aq o) uotsuedxo [euadwy pue suonepr [euoyen
-1ajur s,uede( 01 £3rauaBowoy snounds e AANqUIE 0] Uoseal ou 1 a3,
‘PA1sIsal aq 01 spaau Jey uoneydwa) e sy ) patajst pe pue panmboe
a1am anidua aupy Jo syed Juasagp ey sdem A} UL DUIIBPIP OU SEM DL
e pue ‘pouad s jo pua pue Auruuifag ay uaamiaq fonjod wr afueyp
Ou sem 2131y 1eM ‘ajdwiexa 105 ‘Gunsafiing ‘uosuedys [epadiy pue suor
“E|ar Jeuonesiun s uede( ynoge AJpro1q 0oy asijeiauad o1 Bundway sryy °

——_= !
Auawadpnl s auo M Aeme uns afenno s,ato 19] 0 A582 5111 “I9AdMO}]

J

§8 uoisuedya jepadun pue suopejes |euojjewaiu|




86 From Isolation to Occupation: Japan, 1868-1945

as those in the West have been led to believe. In fact, it has been seen
already in this chapter that even the victims of Japanese imperialism
sometimes regarded it as an example of what the East might achieve,

Japan’s military expansion after 1941 toppled colanial regimes in the Dutch
East Indies, Malaya, the Philippines, and eventually French Indochina. The
Japanese occupying forces had difficulty in finding collaborators who saw the
Japanese, initially at least, as liberators, and Japan's encouragement of
anticolonialist nationalism in Southeast Asla paved the way for the wave of
anttimperialist revolutions, civil wars, and liberation movements, successful
and unsuccessful, that swept the region after 1945.%

It is important to stress, once again, how difficult it is to avoid the
‘presentism’ and ethnocentrism which colour so many Western judge-
ments about late nineteenth and carly twentieth-century Japanese his-
tory. There is no denying, of course, that Japan's international relations
and imperial expansion inflicted misery both upon her own people and
upon untold millions in Asia and the rest of the world. There is no
denying eit . oli 1 wi imi
to those which had been pursued by other imperial powers, The com-
parison may help to explain, but it does nothing to excuse, the course
which was adopted by Japan’s political and military leaders, It is a record
with which many in Japan still have to come to terms,

Notes
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order,” a hedging in favor of the state which was to
remain the basis of growing arbitrary power,

The emperor was also declared “sacred and invio-
lable," and was given supreme command of the army and
navy, and the power to dissolve the Diet whenever he
(really of course the government leaders) considered it
desirable. The provision that the ministers of war and the
navy must be serving generals and admirals was
announced in an imperial decree shortly after the pro-
mulgation of the constitution, a move in which one can
detect the strong hand of Yamagata, father of the new
army, who had earlier insisted that the chiefs of staff
were wholly independent of the civil government and
acted only under the command of the emperor. Thus was
foreshadowed the increasingly disastrous domination of
government by the military, which put Japan on the path
to Nanjing, Pearl Harbor, and Hiroshima. The Meiji oli-
garchs were pragmatists, and perhaps judged correctly
that Japan was not yet ready for and would not support a
more legitimate form of democracy than the token form
represented in the constitution.

This may have been so, but the leaders were clearly
strongly authoritarian in persuasion; some, like Yama-
gata, more so than others, but as a group determined to
safeguard government against popular opposition, and
the military against even government efforts to control
it. The legacy of this Meiji establishment of governmen-
tal forms, and the overtones clearly hinted at, was to be
the ruin of Japan. Unfortunately but understandably,
Japan's string of military successes beginning in 1894-
1895 against China attracted strong popular support and
tended to dampen down opposition. This was part of the
goal the whole country had worked so hard for, and the
fruits of victory'in national pride were sweet.

China and Japan sent troops. Two vears later there was
open fighting between the two sets of troops. Li Hong.
zhang and Ito Hirobumi agreed in 1885 at Tianjin in what
was called the Li-Ito Convention that both countries
would withdraw their troops and would notify each other
before sending them back.

China was now at last trying to build up its military
forces with Western weapons; Li was prominent in sup-
porting the building of modern arsenals and of a modern
navy, with ships bought abroad and constructed in Chi-
nese shipyards. In 1894 a popular rebellion with earlier
origins as the Tonghak movement broke out again in
Korea, which was strongly antiforeign. The Korean king,
against whom the revolt was aimed, requested help from
China, but Japan sent a much larger force which seized
control of the Korean government and forced it to
declare war on China, which of course provoked a war

between China and Japan. To Western surpri
Japanese army routed the Chinese jed th
2 Cd, and moved on to invade Manchuria. The

' war at sea was even more disastrous for China. Its fleet
was larger, but poorly supplied and led. Many of the
‘shells did not fit the guns, and many of those which did
were found to have been filled with sand by corrupt con-
tractors. The admiral was a former cavalry commander
who led his ships out in a line abreast like a-cavalry
charge. The Japanese ships were new too and were well
supplied and led using modern Western naval tactics;

they gasily sank a large part of the Chinese fleet in a bat-

tle off the Korean west coast and damaged or routed the
rest. It wasa bi&er%&ﬂmﬁs of an upstart
counTywhich had always been seen as a dutiful pupil, or
at least as a sort of cousin within the East Asian family,
albeit one long looked down on as less civilized, inhab-

ited by “hairy sea dwarfs" and pirates. The victorious
J dictated the terms of the Treaty of Shiminoseki

_ Japanese Iiji_pgri@lis__m'

Westerners are not, however, in a good position to criti-
cize Japan for picking up from them the disease of impe-
rialism (see Chapter 14) or for following their model in
imposing their rule on other countries. Japanese had
long had what one may call troubled relations with
Korea, and as Japanese strength increased it was perhaps
understandable that they should look there with newly
ambitious eyes. Yamagata and some of his colleagues
had clearly felt that it was part of the new Japan's destiny
to express its strength in East Asia, and it will be remem-
bered that as early as 1872 there were plans to invade
Korea, and an actual expedition to Taiwan in 1874, fol-
lowed by an expedition to Korea in 1876 to open Korean
ports to Japanese trade. Korea was still a Chinese tribu-
tary, and China felt that it was responsible for whatever
happened there. In 1882 an antiforeign mob attacked the
newly established Japanese legation in Seoul, and both

which ended the war, in a conference held of course on

Japanese soil, and among other provisi [
eavy indemnity from China which w: i
_annual income of the whole government.

early all Ja] jubilan € "Yamato race”

had proved its superiority, and the new strength built by
the Meiji leaders and by all the Japanese working
together had paid off. Japanese dreams of their rightful
dominance in East Asia were given new stimulus. Power

_own use of power in the cause of “right" an
ing of “civilization” as well as the glorification of es

““Sion and the survival of the fitiest. All of these delusion;'s.‘
now fastened themselves on the Japanese mind, and at
the same time encouraged them to see China, not inac-
curately, as in decline from its former greatness, no
longer either a model of superiority or a legitimate con-
tender for the leadership of East Asia which it had
aspired to in the past. China was increasingly now seen
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as “baclkward " “dirty " disorg
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Most Japanese felt that it was time for the Chinese to take
“abackseat and leave the leadership and -
lor to Japan, Japan was in facl a far more appropriate
model for Korea, which had tried to close itself off from
all foreign contact whil orged 01
the use of Western ideas. Korea became from 1895 a
Tapanese sphere though nominally independent (i.c
from China), and was taken over as part of the Japanese
empire in 1910. The Treaty of Shiminoseki, dictated by
Japan, also gave it sovereignty over Taiwan and the
nearby Pescadore Islands as part of the spoils of victory;
this provided further scope for the application of the
Japanese model of successful development, and fed new
Japanese national/imperial pride.

Already the Japanese had their eye on Manchuria,
next door to Korea, and the treaty granted them sover-
eignty also in the Liaodong peninsula of southern
Manchuria, which they wanted for both commercial and
strategic reasons; Port Arthur, built up by the Chinese
near the tip of the peninsula (often referred to in Japan
as Kwantung) was a valuable naval base within easy
range of the China coast and occupying one edge of the
Gulf of Bohai with Tianjin, the port of Beijing, on its other
(western) shore. A fleet hased at Port Arthur could seal
off access to north China and blockade much of the
entire coast, while, adjacent Dalian, already a treaty port,
was a valuable commercial base, _But the Western pow-
ers, including Russia, were alarmed al Japan's astonish-

“Iing success and its sudden grab of territory, especially o
COUrse its atlem ussian

g sp‘];ere of expansion ever since the Treaty of Tianjin in
€ Russi persuaded the Germans and the

French soon after the Treaty of Shiminoseki was signed
to “advise” Japan to give up Liaodong. Faced with such
pressure, Japan was obliged to do so, but accepted a con-
siderable increase in the indemnity, paid of course by
China, which was still supposedly sovereign in
Manchuria but was not involved in the Russian-German-
French move known as the Triple Intervention. There
was massive popular indignation in Japan over this
“humiliation.” The Emperor told his people that they
must “endure the unendurable,” a phrase which was
repeated by his grandson Emperor Hirchito when he
announced Japan's surrender to the Allies in 1945.
The British were not part of the Triple Intervention,
and were [ater in 1902 to sign their own pact of friendship’

and alliance with Japan. But there was angry resentment
against Russia, Germany-and [rance, many ol whose _

msE'ﬁonns and culture had been faithiully copied by the
aparn eir countries respected. Now they were
despised as ites an pressors. Within three

years Russia took over Liaodong and Port Arthur, the
Germans seized Qingdao in Shandong, the French
Guangzhou Bay south of Guangzhou, the British Wei-hai-
wei in Shandong (which had originally been part of the

“ing trealy system in Chma. and Britain ac

d_and ineffective Japanese claims), and the United States the Philippines

and Hawaii. Japan had always feared Russia as a power-
ful and expansionist neighbor, and its plans for
Manchuria conflicted head-on with Japanese plans.
Having denied it to Japan, Russia's new control of
Liaodong was followed by expansion of its de facto con-
trol in the rest of Manchuria- with mining and railway
rights, Much of this new imperialist grabbing was part of
the fever pitch of the disease, at a ume when China

seemed Jargely delenseless. The Jap defeat of

China revealed Beijing’s weakness, and stimulated a new
round of demands for additional concessions to the West-
ern powers, as above. Western aggressiveness was accel-
erated by the Boxer Rebellion in 1900 when Chinese
mobs with tacit imperial support besieged the foreign
legations in Beijing and were finally driven off only by an

+ allied expedition, which included Japanese troops as

about half of the total allied force. China was forced to pay
yet another indemnity and Beijing was occupied by for-
eign troops, the largest contingent of them Japanese.

It was understandable for the Japanese to conclude

from all this experience that force was a very effective
instrume case the army

Whigh The British had
mpﬂhmmﬂce
of the Japanese in 1894 and 1900, including their brilliant
use of the ships bought from Britain, and they shared
with Japan a deep concern about Russian expansion in
Manchuria and their evident designs on Korea as well as
on Britain's leading economic and diplomatic position in

China. In 1902 the two countnes s1gged an Anglo- Tapan—

ese alliance of mutual su

ern powers would remain “benevolently neutral "

Conflict with Russia

The Russians had already advised the Japanese against
building any fortifications on the Korean south coast,
which could threaten Russian communications between
Vladivostok, their Pacific naval base, and Port Arthur.
The Japanese were incensed, and it increased their con-
viction that they would have to drive the Russians out of
Manchuria and Korea. Ito seems to have been prepared
to accept a Russian sphere in Manchuria, which they
were already rapidly developing, in exchange for a Japan-
ese sphere in Korea, but Yamagata and the cabinet which
he then dominated were adamantly opposed and already
planning to strike against the Russians. The Anglo-
Japanese alliance fed Japanese national pnde——d'fﬁﬂﬁd'
0 make up 10 ion. o Tipartite
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In fact, the costs of the war had left Japan bankrupt
and scraping the bottom of the manpower barrel,
although the public was told none of this. The Russians
were willing to settle also because they were having to
confront at home in 1904-1905 the stirrings of revolution
which was eventually to topple the Czarist regime. The
war was generally unpopular and very expensive. Nev-
ertheless the Russians had completed the last short link
of the Trans-Siberian railway by 1905 and had earlier fin-
ished the rail link through Manchuria known as the Chi-
nese Eastern Railway direct to Vladivostok with its
southern branch to Mukden and Port Arthur. In time
their far greater resources would have crushed the
Japanese, who were lucky to escape as well as they did.
But the early Japanese victories against the Russians
astounded the world, and won them full acceptance as a
great power, itjs i 5
an apt pupil who made all the right moves on the basis of

" Western Teaching and example, and also as heaven-

British position in China_which implied a disruption of
e multipower sharing of China's semicolonial domina-
tion. In 1899 and 1900 the Americans had issued two suc-
cessive “Open Door” notes in which they tried, without
much success, to get the other powers to agree to oppose
the domination of China by any one of them and to keep
trade open to all comers on an equal basis. Rudsian
expansionism, its military power, and its location right
next door to China, seemed to threaten all of this. Th
Japanese were thus cast as avi e
nerican h & few saw thei 1 ris
as presaging trouble in the future.

Japan in Korea

The war had been fought in part over Korea, and before
it was over the Japanese consolidated their hold there by
forcing the Koreans to accept Japanese diplomatic and
financial “advisers.” In 1905 the Korean king was obliged
1o make over control of the country’s foreign affairs to a
Japanese Resident-General, a position filled by Ito
Hirobumi. Understandable Korean reluctance to cooper-
ate with this violation of their sovereignty led to new
Japanese demands that they should approve all executive
and legislative actions; the king abdicated and was suc-

ceeded by a crown prince who was more compliant, The
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__Korean ar i but there w ssive and
repeated rioting, which the Japanese brutally sup-
pressed. Yamagata pressed for outright annexation of
Korea, but Ito argued that Japan could and should try to
win the Koreans over to the Japanese model of develop-

ment, Nevertheless Korea was already in effect a Japan-
ese colony, and they wers oT STTSE Ty Totmag=
resigned in 1909, and later in the same VEear was assassi-

nated by a Korean patriot. Thi Tolvo the pret
for com ion they had been looking for, and

new Japanese
—_WTQWL ¥ atmosphere created in Japan by the vie-
toies over China and Russia further strengthened the

e and dominance of the in all as;

ife. (xeneral Nogi and Admiral Togo, the chief
army and navy commanders against the Ru ssians,
became widely popular national heroes, revered in the
schools and by the general public. A number of ultrana-
tionalist societies were formed in this period, most well
known among them the Black Dragon Society (a trans-
lation of the Chinese characters for the Amur River), as
pressure groups pushing for a more aggressive policy of
expansion abroad and with close army connections.
Japanese politics had long been marred by the assassi-
nation of political leaders whose policies displeased such
groups, somewhat in the same way as late Tokugawa hot-
heads among the samurai had felt that the only accept-
able response to foreigners on the sacred soil of Japan
was to kill them. Assassination now became an all-too-
common way for the new societies of superpatriots to
eliminate politicians who did not conform to their ideas,

7~ and of course to use such acts as a threat to others. When

the Meiji emperor died in 1912, General Nogi, accompa-
nied by his wife, committed ritual hara-kiri: his will made
it clear that this was to remind Japanese of the old bushi
code and to condemn what he felt was happening in
Japanese society as people were pursuing their own plea-
sure instead of sacrificing themselves to their national
duty. The new emperor took the reign title of Taisho, but
proved to be mentally deficient and most of his functions
were in time performed instead by his son as a formal
regent.




=

CHAPTER15 Japan's Response to New Challenges = 305

The New Japanese Empire

ile, Taiwan and Korea were exploited to
Japan's need for raw materials and food, Korea i
n

Coal, Iron, timber, and rice W Tai

colonies, and in China, was pronouncedly racist, and the
apanese colonial record was decidedly bad in balance,
eveloping its s [l es
economy and repressing all protest. Later in Manchuria,
" Japanese policy was more constructive, investing large
sums in the creation of a rail system, mines, factories, and
a commercialized agriculture and thus creating the
essential infrastructure for industrialization. Much of the
fruits, including even the pig iron and steel produced in
Manchuria, were drained off to Japan, but during their
control Manchuria developed the largest heavy industrial
complex in mainland East Asia, only then to be reab-
sorbed by Communist China before the heavy Japanese
start-up costs had been fully repaid.

~ Meiji Culture and
~ Accomplishments

By late Meiji times, in the flood of Western influence,
Japanese had begun to write realistic novels as well as
translating large chunks of modern Western literature.
The French realist writer Emile Zola was especially
admired, as were Western romantic models. Probably
the best-known and still-valued writer of this period was
Natsume Soseki (1867-1916). He had studied in Eng-
land, and described himself as half Western and half
Japanese. His poetry and even more his many novels,
especially Kokoro, are still widely read. Many painters
went even farther in imitating Western styles, especiall

those of the French impressionists and realists, includ®
ing Kuroda Seiki (d. 1924), who shocked Tokyo by paint-
ing full frontal nude female figures in a style hard to

important source of sugar as well as rice. Taiwan was distinguish from what was being painted in the West. By

ruled somewhat less oppressively than Korea, in part
because of its lesser strategic importance, plus the
absence of the long history of conflict and mutual ani-
mosity between Japan and Korea. There were only some
three million Chinese in Taiwan, never more than loosely
governed by China and without their own tradition as yet
of nationalism, unlike Korea. In both countries Japan
built the first railways and modern coal mines, dissemi-
nated the same agricultural improvements, including irri-
gation and fertilizer, which had already revolutionized
Japanese agriculture, built port facilities, developed
hydroelectric plants and a new education system, and
began an effective program of public health, like all the
other colonial powers. ¢

—But Koreans especially were treated like inferiors
d they and the Taiwanese considered only as Toyal, il

an
“exploited and second-class, subjects of the Japanese

empi ese control was harsh, and the drain of raw

materials and food actua

Korean food consumption. Japanese policy in the new
apanese b

1920 Japan had nearly 55 million people and nearly 100
percent were in school or had completed the primary
grades. This provided a greatly expanded reading and
viewing public, increasingly sophisticated in its tastes,
concentrated in the booming cities but involving many in
rural areas as well. As a reflection of Japan's success in
Westernization, including its legal system, and also in
response to its triumphs over China and Russia, the long
hoped for relinquishment of extraterritoriality was
accepted by Britain in 1899 and soon thereafter by the
other Western powers; tariff autonomy was restored in
1911. In little more than a generation Japan had won its
struggle for acceptance and equality with the West.
Credit for this achievement must be shared among
the Meiji oligarchs but also with the Japanese people as
a whole, for it was a truly national effort. Among the Meiji
leaders, Ito Hirobumi stands out as a statesman, Conser-
7 Ul open o new

country from the foreign threat, and at age 21 tried to

?

ideas. As a vouth e Wwanted passionately (0 save His
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burn the pewly established British embassy in Tokyo.
But when he visi T i
it was impossible to drive the Westerners out. and

returned to work for Japan's modernization. After the

Kestoration, he went with government missions to
Europe and America to learn more from their example
how to make his country strong. A later mission to Prus-
sia convinced him that the Prussian constitutional monar-
chy was best suited to Japan, and Ito was the chief
architect of the new constitution proclaimed by the
emperor in 1889, which contained many Prussian ideas.
He understood, however, that constitutional government,
and the cooperation of the new parliament, could not be
made to work without political organization and popular
support. In 1898 he left office to form a political party for
that purpose, which was dominant until 1941. In 1901 Ito
gave the prime ministership to General Katsura, a fellow
Choshu man and a follower of Yamagata.

Ito was an enthusiastic modernizer, especially after

his visits to the West, but he also unders

compromise in politics and for adapting Western ways to
Japanese trafifions, circumstances, and values. In some

ways, he remained at Jeast as traditional as he was "mod-

Ito Hirobumi (seated left) with
his family.
(Library of Congress)

many foreign ideas, but never at the expense of strong
Japanese identity. He believed deeply in the restoration of
the emperor’s personal rule, and aimed to accomplish his
ends by working through the throne. But he also under-
stood the rising interest in a less authoritarian form of
government, the need for political parties, a constitution,
and a parliament. He was both an enthusiast and a realist,
a radical reformer and a traditional conservative, a pro-
moter of change and a practical compromiser—in other
words, a true statesman, who served his country well and
who never let personal ambition or power cloud his judg-
ment or his dedication to the public welfare.

With the goals of the national drive to modernize the
country and obtain Western approval accomplished, and
with the rise in living standards for most people (except
for tenants, landless laborers, and most factory workers—
altogether a substantial share of the population, but one
with no real political power), attitudes and interests
became more divided among divergent groups. The rise
of the military in politics tended to form one such group,
with their ultranationalist supporters. Those who hoped
for a less authoritarian and externally aggressive alterna-
tive and pressed for a more genuine democracy formed

m@mmamﬂ The spread of universal public education and the
of his country, not its Westernization. He saw the need for rise of thé Universities produced a growing group of inie)
DETS SOUIRCY, NOLNS. icsIcritZahon, TiC 5
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in 1922, marked the end of an era. The Meiji oligarchs
had offered strong leadership to a united country. Now

that they were gone, there were really no comparable
ures to succe d there was not the same

kind of national consensus which had supported their
efforts. This was one reason jor the rise of the military
—as the dominant power in the government, where
authority rested on force, and the consequent slide of

Japan into even more authoritarian government and, in
time. further forei ion at the instigatio

militarists.

Before Japan's descent into what the Japanese call
“the dark valley,” there was a bri oom of diversify,
intellectual and arfistic expression, and moves in the

M@rmdmmﬁnmw
nown as "laisho Democracy” from the imperial era

+ which spanned it. This, and its destruction by the rising
military, will be considered in Chapter 18.
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