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OSU Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the land The Ohio State 
University occupies is the ancestral and 
contemporary territory of the Shawnee, 
Potawatomi, Delaware, Miami, Peoria, Seneca, 
Wyandotte, Ojibwe, and Cherokee peoples. 
Specifically, the university resides on land 
ceded in the 1795 Treaty of Greeneville and the 
forced removal of tribes through the Indian 
Removal Act of 1830. We want to honor the 
resiliency of these tribal nations and recognize 
the historical contexts that have and continue 
to affect the Indigenous peoples of this land.
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ESL Bilingual 
Education
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• Dual Language Programs: What are they
• Background and growth
• DL in Ohio compared to other states
• When, why, and how to build a DL program
• How to incorporate DL elements into ESL

Overview
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• Definition
• Educational achievement argument: Research
• Social justice argument: Historical perspective
• Types of DL programs

What is Dual Language Education?

6
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Definition: Dual language education is a 
long-term additive bilingual and cross-
cultural program model that consistently 
uses two languages for content instruction, 
learning, and communication, where 
students develop high levels of bilingual, 
biliterate, academic, and cross-cultural 
competence.
(Soltero, 2015, p. 3)

What is Dual Language Education?



O h i o  T E S O L  2 0 2 3  S a y e r |   T E S O L  &  D u a l  L a n g u a g e

Definition: Dual language education is a 
long-term additive bilingual and cross-
cultural program model that consistently 
uses two languages for content instruction, 
learning, and communication, where 
students develop high levels of bilingual, 
biliterate, academic, and cross-cultural 
competence.
(Soltero, 2015, p. 3)

What is Dual Language Education?

Additive Bilingual 
Maintenance Bilingual

Late Exit Bilingual

Dual Immersion
Dual Language Immersion

Doble Sendero
Inmersión Dual
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Immersion models

French Immersion Model in Canada

Structured English 
Immersion in Arizona

Language nest: 
Indigenous immersion 
model in New Zealand 
(Maori)

Dual Language Immersion 
Programs in US 
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Research finds that ELs' long-term 
success in school is bolstered by the 

development strong skills in both English 
and their home language. (Wright, 2017)
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• Strong L1 oral and literacy skills correlate 
with long-term academic success in 
English
• Dual language bilingual programs are the 

strongest model for supporting children to 
become bilingual and biliterate

Why Dual Language Education?
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“Comparable or higher academic 
achievement of students in dual 

language programs as compared to 
students in English-only [ESL] programs”

“Improved learning outcomes in various 
subjects”

“Bilingualism associated with increased 
high school graduation rates among 

children of immigrants”



Bilingual Education: Historical perspective 

1968: Bilingual 
Education Act 

(Title VII)

1974: Lau 
v. Nichols

1981: 
Casteñeda
v. Pickard

1990s-2000s: Anti-
immigrant and anti-

bilingual ed laws

2001: 
NCLB

2010: Dual 
Language 
programs 
emerge

Current: 
ESSA Title 

III



O h i o  T E S O L  2 0 2 3  S a y e r |   T E S O L  &  D u a l  L a n g u a g e

14

Tejano student walk out
Crystal City, Texas
December 1969

Bilingual Education and 
the Civil Rights Era
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Historically Bilingual Education is a Social 
Justice Issue for Language Minorities

15

Above: Protest anti-bilingual 
education law in Arizona, 2002

Right: Padres Unidos protest in 
similar law Colorado, 2002
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Dual Language Programs

• Bilingual education program: One or more 
content areas taught in the student’s home 
language
• History: Started in 1960s during Civil Rights 

Era – educational access and equity for 
Latinx students
• Transitional bilingual education: Using 

Spanish as a bridge to transition ELs to 
English (Lau Remedies)
• Dual Language Programs: More recent, a 

program that has at least 50% of instruction 
in the target/non-English language
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1.Linguistic diversity is a world heritage that must be valued 
and protected.
2.Respect for all languages and cultures is fundamental to 
the process of constructing and maintaining dialogue and 
peace in the world.
3.All individuals learn to speak in the heart of a community 
that gives them life, language, culture and identity.

1996: Universal Declaration of 
Linguistic Rights

1999: UNESCO declares Feb. 21 
International Mother 
Languages Day

2011: Girona Manifesto of 
Linguistic Rights
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UNESCO resources
• Mother Tongue Multilingual 

Education
• Universal Declaration of Linguistic 

Rights (Barcelona Declaration)
• Girona Manifesto on Linguistic

Rights
• Atlas of World’s Languages in 

Danger

Language rights

Dual Language Education:
• Part of U.S. history of Latinos’ 

struggle for educational equity 
during Civil Rights Era
• Part of global movement to 

protect language diversity and 
mother tongue education

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/strengthening-education-systems/languages-in-education/multilingual-education/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Linguistic_Rights
http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/
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• Strong L1 oral and literacy skills correlate 
with long-term academic success in 
English
• Dual language bilingual programs are the 

strongest model for supporting children to 
become bilingual and biliterate

Why Dual Language Education?
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CREDE report (2006): 
• Large-scale report commissioned by DOE analyzed academic records 

210,054 ELs
• Conclusion: “The use of home language for beginning-level ELLs 

contributes to academic development.” 

The research: Major findings



National Literacy Panel on ELLs (2006): 
• Home language literacy skills plus good English 

oral languages skills are strongly associate with 
good English reading comprehension skills.

• Oral proficiency and literacy in the first language is 
an advantage for literacy development in English. 

• Home language experiences can have a positive 
impact on literacy achievement. 

• Student with literacy skills in their home language 
can transfer many of these skills to English writing. 

The research: Major findings
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Research Supporting Dual Language

22

• Improved learning outcomes in 
various subjects
• increased high school graduation 

rates among children of immigrants
• Improved sense of self-efficacy
• Stronger connection to family and 

heritage culture
• Comparable or higher academic 

achievement of students in dual 
language programs as compared to 
students in English-only [ESL] 
programs
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Arizona after ESL (SEI) replaces Bilingual Education: 
“Results showed large gains for third graders and 
dramatic deterioration in achievement for fifth, 
eighth, and tenth graders.” (Rolstad et al 2017)

Research Supporting Dual Language



Research 
Supporting 
Dual 
Language

Thomas & Collier 
(2013) use reading 
achievement data 

to argue strongly in 
favor of dual 

language models



• All students (both ELLs and L1 Eng) randomly 
assigned to dual language immersion outperformed 
their peers in English reading by about 7 months in 
grade 5 and 9 months in grade 8.

• They performed the same as grade-level peers on math 
and science, despite 25-100% of instruction in LOTE.

• Conclusion: Consistent bilingual instruction from 
kindergarten gives students of all L1 backgrounds 
about a 1 year advantage by middle school, plus 
proficiency two languages.

Research Supporting Dual Language
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A dual language program “consistently 
uses two languages for content 
instruction, learning, and communication” 
(Soltero, 2015)

How is a Dual Language Program Organized?
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CSIA Mission Statement:
The mission of the Columbus Spanish Immersion Academy is to educate students bilingually, resulting in the development of both the English and Spanish languages. We foster the awareness and knowledge of various cultures encompassed within our English and Spanish speaking communities.  Our program provides a quality education for all students to become biliterate and bilingual, able to use these skills actively in the growing global community.
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Kennedy & Medina (2017) “Practitioner Brief - Dual Language Education: Answers to Questions From the Field”
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“Strong” 

“Balanced” 
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“Half the students are native 
Spanish speakers and half are native 

English speakers. Students learn 
math and science in Spanish, social 

studies in English.”
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• One-way: All students share the 
same home language 
• Two-way: Students from different 

language backgrounds mixed in 
same group

One-way or Two-way? What are the language learning 
trajectories of children in a dual 
immersion program? 

English-dominant

Native 
Spanish 
speaker
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Maximize input 
in Spanish

Maximize 
opportunities for 
oracy & bilteracy

development

Follow dual-
language 

program %s

Scaffolding and 
differentiation

Two-way Dual Language

Both language arts blocks require 
heavy scaffolding

Bridging needed in both directions to 
support both language-learning groups

Spanish Language Arts is taught on
grade-level and geared towards native

Spanish speakers 

Both languages are taught on grade-level

Assumes students have basic vocabulary
(colors, weather, body parts etc...)

Requires meeting the needs of two
distinct language-learner groups

with the focus on Spanish-
Speakers first.

One-way Dual Language

Spanish language arts is taught with
heavy scaffolding 

Bridging takes English knowledge to 
new Spanish learning

Spanish Language Arts is geared 
towards the foreign language learner

English language arts is taught on grade-level.

Builds basic vocabulary in Spanish

One language learner group (native
English-speakers who are learning

Spanish) makes instruction more
straightforward
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Orientation session for parents: 
Two-way Dual Language group in 
San Antonio, Texas
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• One-way: All students share the 
same home language 
• Two-way: Students from different 

language backgrounds mixed in 
same group
• ”Three-way”: Includes bilingual 

heritage speakers

One-way or Two-way? What are the language learning 
trajectories of children in a dual 
immersion program? 

English-dominant Heritage Spanish 
speaker

Native 
Spanish 
speaker
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Burlington, WA: Dual Language 
program divides early language arts 
by L1 for initial literacy instruction.
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Link to wiki

Link to CARLA dual 
immersion site

https://www.wikihow.com/Help-Your-Kid-Learn-in-a-Dual-Language-Program
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/FAQs.html
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Goal Bilingualism, biliteracy, and biculturalism
Program Model Strong (90-10) or Balanced (50-50)
School Strand Program or Magnet School
Program Type Two-way or One-way
Language Allocation Subject area, day or week, teacher, unit
Focus Foreign language enrichment or heritage 

language development and enrichment
Language Separation Strict or Flexible

Dual Language Program Options
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Dual Language Programs in Ohio
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Ohio: 15 Dual Language 
Programs

2-way and 1-way
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Growth of Dual Language Programs

Expansion of dual 
language programs in 
Minnesota

The state now has 
almost 80 dual 
language programs in 
7 different languages
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Dual Language Programs in Ohio

Based on…
• Research findings + 
• Growing national support +
• Demographics of ELs in Ohio…
…there is a ton of potential to build dual 
language programs in our state
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“What if we want to implement dual 
language in our district?”

50



O h i o  T E S O L  2 0 2 3  S a y e r |   T E S O L  &  D u a l  L a n g u a g e

• Demographics: Appropriate 
numbers of same-language ELs and 
heritage speakers
• Admin support: Commitment from 

district and building leadership
• Willingness to innovate take risks
• Capacity: Bilingual staff 
• Community buy-in: Creating core 

support from families 

When Does Dual Language Work for a School? 
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DUAL
LANGUAGE
IMMERSION

Program 
organization

Defining a vision
Defining standards

Organizing content areas by 
language

Composition of groups + ESL
Materials

Bilingual 
instruction

GLAD strategies
Differentiation

Bridging + biliteracy
Oral language skills

Assessment

Support 
strategies

Parental buy-in (information 
sessions)

School environment (signage)
Extra-curricular activities
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Pathways to bilingualism

Community/ 
heritage languages

Secondary world 
language programs 

for heritage students

High level of 
bilingualism + Seal 

of Biliteracy

Bilingual programs @ 
elementary + middle

Thomas & Collier: Bilingual education has the 
potential for “transforming the way human 
beings relate to each other across all their 
differences” (cited in Soltero, p. 13)
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“We can’t do a DL program, but we want to
incorporate principles of DL into ESL”

54
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ENGLISH 

SCHOOL

MY JOB

HOME 
LANGUAGE 

FAMILY

THEIR JOB
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• Creating a multicultural and multilingual ethos in the school 
that is representative of the diversity of the students
• Supporting home language literacy
• Training all staff to use sheltered and bridging pedagogical 

strategies
• Creating connections with families and communities (e.g.

funds of knowledge home visits)

Supporting dual language principles in ESL

56
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Bilingual prayer book: An 
example of community 
literacy practices
(Reyes & Azuara, 2008)
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Ohio Dual Language Summit
Ohio Union, OSU Main Campus
December 1st
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