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• Brief overview of AI/ChatGPT
• Prompt engineering
• AI as a pedagogical tool for 

language teaching
• ChatGPT tasks
• Diffit
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Teaching Resource: 
ChatGPT as a resource 
for helping me create 
lessons and materials

1
Pedagogical Tool: Use 
interactively with 
students to harness 
the power of AI to 
enrich teaching

2
Policy: Clear guidelines 
for how students (and 
teachers) should use 
ChatGPT responsibly.  
and learning. 
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Using AI in Teaching: Three issues
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• Quick overview of AI/ChatGPT
• Prompt engineering
• AI as a pedagogical tool for language teaching

• ChatGPT tasks
• Diffit

AI for English Language 
Educators
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Technology and education
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Paul Pimsleur, Professor of Foreign Languages 
at Ohio State University, pioneered the 
development of language learning labs in the 
1950-60s, and established one of the first 
graduate programs in the U.S. in foreign 
language teaching and research at OSU. 
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Technology and language learning
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Technology and language learning

An L2 English learning project in Second Life 
hosted by the British Council in 2007

How does social media change the 
possibilities for language learners?
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Technology and language learning
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• ChatGPT is a type of advanced “chatbot” 
• Chatbots are a type of “Generative AI”
• An AI can “think”: it can generate novel 

content based on a limited input
• It is powered by a “brain” called a large 

language model
• AIs now exist to create text, images, 

music, voices, videos

Quick overview: How ChatGPT Works

12



A I  a n d  L a n g u a g e  T e a c h i n g  |   Saye r

Corpus linguistics
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• Next-word predictor algorithm
• Predicts % likelihood of given word based on its “large language model” = 

giant dataset of billions of co-occurrences of words
• Mary had a little ____
• Mary had a little lamb. 
• Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was white as snow. 
• Mary had a little piece of lettuce stuck in her teeth.

Generative Pre-training Transformer
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Large language model as AI brain
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Does AI “understand” language? 

16



A I  a n d  L a n g u a g e  T e a c h i n g  |   Saye r

The Turing Test
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Alan Turing (1912-1954)
Inventor of the idea of artificial intelligence
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The “he picked it up and took it” problem

18

Bill saw John’s wallet on the table. 
He picked it up and took it. 

Which is the correct interpretation?
a. John took the table.
b. John took the wallet. 
c. Bill took the table.
d. Bill took the wallet. 

Implied meaning:
a. Bill stole the wallet. 
b. Bill is a thief. 
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Can ChatGPT understand meaning in 
context?
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Other AI tools

20
Text-to-image generators
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Dezgo: “a teacher and a 
group of students in a 
classroom in a post-
apocalyptic classroom”
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• Summarize and 
synthesize ideas

• Present something in 
voice X

• Take the point of view of 
Expert X

• Math
• Source-based writing

What ChatGPT does well and not well
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ChatGPT writes pretty good term papers but either 
doesn’t use citations or just makes them up.



A I  a n d  L a n g u a g e  T e a c h i n g  |   Saye r

• Prompt Engineering: 
Giving ChatGPT good 
input (prompt) in 
order to generate 
high-quality output

• Prompt engineering 
techniques are 
“patterns”

27

Prompt 
Engineering
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• Act as Persona X
• Perform Task Y

• Important: Use 
[+New chat] box in 
upper left to create 
a new task

Persona Pattern
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Persona Pattern
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Pattern refinement:
• Act as a 7th grader.
• Act as a smart, serious 7th grader.
• Act as a serious 7th grader.
• Act as a 7th grader … using straight-forward language. 

Persona Pattern
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Persona Pattern

31



A I  a n d  L a n g u a g e  T e a c h i n g  |   Saye r

Can ChatGPT speak Taglish?

Persona Pattern
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• Act as Persona X
• Perform Task Y

Persona Pattern
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Write an email to your boss 
explaining why you deserve a raise. 

You are a non-native speaker of 
English with low intermediate 
proficiency in English.

Include linguistic features, problems, 
and errors that a low intermediate 
level non-native speaker of English 
would make.
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• Greeting and Opening
• Language and Word Choice
• Grammar and Sentence Structure
• Clarity and Conciseness
• Politeness and Closing

Act as an ESL teacher…
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Audience Persona Pattern
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Audience Persona Pattern
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Audience Persona Pattern
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• I am teacher. I have an immigrant student who is struggling 
with English. Ask me questions one at a time until you can 
suggest a tailored plan to help my student learn English. 

• Ask me the first question. 

Flipped Interaction Pattern
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• I would like you to ask me questions to achieve X 
• You should ask questions until condition Y is met or to achieve this goal 

(alternatively, forever) 
• (Optional) ask me the questions one at a time, two at a time, ask me the 

first question, etc.

Flipped Interaction Pattern
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What to do about student use of ChatGPT
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Can we detect AI-generated texts?
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Dilemma: There is currently 
no way to know with 
certainty what text has been 
generated by your student 
and what is generated by AI. 
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Rethinking pedagogy and teacher 
education with AI
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Teaching Resource: 
ChatGPT as a resource 
for helping me create 
lessons and materials

1
Pedagogical Tool: Use 
interactively with 
students to harness 
the power of AI to 
enrich teaching

2
Policy: Clear guidelines 
for how students (and 
teachers) should use 
ChatGPT responsibly.  
and learning. 

3

Using AI in Teaching: Three issues
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1. AI may dilute student critical thinking and learning 
2. AI is potentially dangerous for minors
3. AI apps require ‘click-though agreements’ that takes user 

data

Ethical Concerns of Using AI in Education
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• ChatGPT and other generative AI apps can be powerful tools 
for language teachers

• Basic prompt engineering skills will help you generate high 
quality activities, the only limit is your own creativity!

• ChatGPT can be an excellent tool for students to use for 
language learning activities such as role playing, but…

• There are some serious ethical concerns and teachers 
should ensure the technology is being used reponsibly

Summary of Main Points
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Q&A and discussion
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