“Since wood ash is derived from plant material, it contains most of the 13
essential nutrients the soil must supply for plant growth. When wood
burns, nitrogen and sulfur are lost as gases, and calcium, potassium,
magnesium and trace element compounds remain. The carbonates and
oxides remaining after wood burning are valuable liming agents, raising
pH, thereby helping to neutralize acid soils.

Where soils are acid and low in potassium, wood ash is beneficial to most
garden plants except acid-loving plants such as blueberries,
rhododendrons and azaleas. Use wood ash on flower beds, lawns and
shrubs.

The fertilizer value of wood ash depends on the type of wood you burn. As
a general rule, hardwoods such as oak weigh more per cord and yield more
ash per pound of wood burned.”
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