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Don’t hate me…..I’m 
a fish head.

I’m here for help!!! 



Renee Fultz – Director
Fultz.renee@gmail.com

Emily Beal – Assistant Director
Road Scholar Coordinator
Nature Camp Coordinator

Hayley Rinearson – Education 
and Outreach Coordinator

The mission of the Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center is 
to promote conservation of and education about the flora, fauna 

and lands of the Lake Erie Islands ecosystems 





• Stan Wulkowicz: South Bass Islander

• With Wife Joey, Teachers in Anchorage

• Hunters and trappers

• Return to Island in 1992

ALASKAN BIRD HOUSE
EST. 1993



Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center
EST 2008



Over 100 species 
of North 
American Wildlife



Major renovations in 2020-2021



Community Patio

Engaging local artists



Wildlife Window
& 

Observation Garden



Ever growing live 
animal displays



Year-round free and paid 
programming



A strong community 
presence



Nature Camp to 
engage and promote 
stewardship



Multiple week-long all-inclusive birding excursions for adults



Participation in 
Global Research



Research Grants to 
monitoring Lake Erie 
Watersnake and 
develop crowdsourcing 
applications



Community Camera Trap Array



Multi-group support to begin Bat 
Monitoring on the Bass Islands

• 13 locations
• Closed overstory
• Open fields
• Urban 
• Near and far from shoreline

• 3 Islands
• Gibraltar
• Middle Bass
• South Bass

• 2 years
• Spatial and Temporal study in 2023
• Spatial study in 2024





• Mix of Urban and Deciduous Forest
• Network of ‘caves’



2023 – our first 
attempt atop Cookes 
Castle on Gibraltar 
Island!

Juan Flores – Stone Lab REU student



2023 Summer Spatial Study

• ‘Liberal’ classifier in 
Kaleidoscope Pro

• 29 site/nights

• 4079 total calls ID’d
• 5 - Eastern Small-footed
• 11 – Northern Long-eared
• 32 - Indiana
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2023 Fall Migration Study

• 200 Site/nights
• 27,578 calls ID by Kaleidoscope Pro

• 12 – Eastern Small-footed
• 19 – Northern Long-eared
• 82 - Indiana
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• Are the Islands important for Migration?

• Motus tower on the Island has picked up 
bats from Canada!

• But does our call data reflect migration 
or just declines in activity?



2024 Spatial Study

Eliza Rothenburger – Stone Lab REU Student

Selected same SBI locations as 
2023 and added a few more



• SM4s used in 2023
• AudioMoths used in 2024



• 29 Site/Nights
• 559 total ‘clean’ call files
• 1 Indiana Bat detection

AudioMoths were configured with the 
NABat config. However the quality of the 
data was ‘different’ compared to SM4s

2023



• Data not adjusted for effort or habitat



Ecological Questions of interest:
1. Are our caves important and when?
2. Are species partitioning feeding in space and time as they do in other ecoregions?
3. Is the Island just one large Edge Habitat?



• Does temporal partition hold during migration?
• Are there forage availability limitations during 

migration?
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Conservation Questions of interest:
1. Are our caves important and when?
2. Are the Islands important stopping areas for migration?
3. What habitats do we need to conserve for migration and/or maternity roosts?



Conservation Questions of interest:
1. What habitats do we need to conserve for migration and/or maternity roosts?



Education Questions of interest:
1. Island residents and visitors aren’t aware that bats are a normal part of the ecosystem
2. How do we share this information?
3. Do you want to come to the Islands and net bats???



Renee Fultz – Director
Fultz.renee@gmail.com

Amy Alford – Research Coordinator
abalford86@gmail.com

VISIT US!!

• Wild Tuesdays

• Preserve Hikes

• Netting??
• Some support may be 

available through our 
collaboration with OSU Stone 
Lab

• Netting on preserves and 
private lands
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