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Hi My name is…
Morgan Parcher
• Henry County 4-H Extension Educator
• Former Cloverbud of 

Grelton Bluebirds & Prized Livestock

Sue Myers
• Cloverbud Advisor of 

Grelton Bluebirds & Prize Livestock
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Get to know each other!
Please stand & give us…
- Your Name
- Your Club
- Number of years as a Cloverbud

Advisor
- What is a FAVORITE Cloverbud

Program you do?
- What would you say your biggest 

struggle is within your Cloverbud
Program?
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Henry County 4-H Communication
• Facebook

– facebook.com/groups.henryco4hrocks
• Website

– henry.osu.edu
• Henry County 4-H Blog

– Think 4-H News & Notes meets 4-H Flashes, 
except online 

• Members must subscribe – or contact the office to 
subscribe

• https://u.osu.edu/henry4h/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also getting added this year will be the 4-H App!
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Some great Cloverbud Resources…
• 4-H Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook

• The Big Book of 4-H Cloverbud Activities

• Cloverbud kits
 Available through the office
 Paper kits available online

• Website
 ohio4h.org/forcloverbudleaders

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today Sue and I are here to really guide you on using resources to develop a great Cloverbud Program and help you point you on where you can go to find materials and ideas!

These are all resources that you should have… If you don’t have them, please let me know after the meeting…
All Cloverbud adviosrs should have received a 4-H Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook 
EACH CLUB should have a Big book of 4-H cloverbud activities

One other publication that is available to our Clover buds are the Cloverbud Project books – these ARE NOT REQUIRED. But they are a great tool to get Cloverbuds used to filling out project books! These can be purchased by an individual [if required by the club], or the club can order them – a set of 10 is $28.00 – If you get them through our office, we do have to charge you tax (just FYI)

Cloverbud kits – who knew these were available through our office? (wait) These are also a great resource you can check out through the office to get ideas, or to use in your meetings! The paper curriculum is also available on the henry county website under the Cloverbud tab

The state website has even more great resources as well – that link is listed above
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Some great Cloverbud Resources…
• Cloverbud Connections
 Subscribe to the Ohio State Cloverbud Blog
 https://u.osu.edu/cloverbudconnections

• Click It, Print It, Do It Activities

• Cloverbud Cubes

• Library

• Coloring Books

• Pinterest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cloverbud Connections is a great resource to get up to date ideas too. It is the state-led cloverbud Blog – you can subscribe for updates to this blog!

Click It, Print It, Do It Activity pages are a great source for ideas, it’s a state source, but linked to our Cloverbud tab on the county website – Everything from planning a cloverbud meeting, being a nature detective, planning a Cloverbud family night and learning about the Wonderful World of Worms – there are already activity ideas & curriculum on these pages to help you!

Cloverbud cubes are fun activity blocks that can be purchased from OSU publications for $13.50. They have 6 discussion prompts to help kids explore a particular topic  & share answers with their fellow cloverbuds – forexample: food favorites, 4-h FUNdamentals, and All-about me
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Some great Cloverbud Resources…
• Cloverbud Connections
 https://u.osu.edu/cloverbudconnections
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4-H Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook

• What’s in it?
 Goals of the Cloverbud

program

 Cloverbud Volunteer Position 
Description

 What are the characteristics of 
the kids we’re working with?

 What are the 8 Essential 
Elements?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Circling back to the Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook… We’ll discuss what you can find in this publication

Goals of the Cloverbud Program:
Promote children’s healthy development – mentally, physically, socially & emotionally
Lifeskills that will help with self understanding/self-esteem
Social interaction & getting along with others
Decision making
Learning
Physical matery

A review of your cloverbud volunteer position descriptions, what your responsibilities are
What are characteristics of the kids we are working with [because they are different from our older members]
The 8 essential elements we will use to help educate our cloverbuds
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Big Book of Cloverbud Activities 

• What’s in it?
 Main Topics of discussion

 STEM
 Community & Expressive Arts
 Healthy Lifestyle
 Environmental & Earth Science
 Personal Development
 Citizenship & Citizenship & Civic 

Education
 Consumerism & Family Science
 Plants & Animals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Circling back to the Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook… We’ll discuss what you can find in this publication

Goals of the Cloverbud Program:
Promote children’s healthy development – mentally, physically, socially & emotionally
Lifeskills that will help with self understanding/self-esteem
Social interaction & getting along with others
Decision making
Learning
Physical matery

A review of your cloverbud volunteer position descriptions, what your responsibilities are
What are characteristics of the kids we are working with [because they are different from our older members]
The 8 essential elements we will use to help educate our cloverbuds
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Big Book of Cloverbud Activities 

• Select the “theme”

• Check out the additional 
Learning Activities

• Handouts to supplement 
Learning Activities are also 
included

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Circling back to the Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook… We’ll discuss what you can find in this publication

Goals of the Cloverbud Program:
Promote children’s healthy development – mentally, physically, socially & emotionally
Lifeskills that will help with self understanding/self-esteem
Social interaction & getting along with others
Decision making
Learning
Physical matery

A review of your cloverbud volunteer position descriptions, what your responsibilities are
What are characteristics of the kids we are working with [because they are different from our older members]
The 8 essential elements we will use to help educate our cloverbuds
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How do you plan your year?
• Henry.osu.edu > 4-H Youth Development > Cloverbuds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You’re going to receive some helpful planning materials today as well. All of this info is available on our website at henry.osu.edu > 4-H Youth Development > Cloverbuds

This is a yearly general plan to help get a sense of when, where and what you’ll be covering
-how many meetings?
-Will you have a whole year-long theme? Or different “themes” for each meeting?
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How do you plan your meetings?
• Henry.osu.edu > 4-H Youth Development > Cloverbuds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This page is to help with your individual meeting plans – 
What activities will you have for “busy time” while kids are arriving? (coloring books, books to read, other activity?)
What’s your meeting “theme/s”?
What skills are you developing at this meeting?
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What is the Cloverbud Program?

Main Goal: 
- Promote children’s healthy
development – mentally, physically, 
socially & emotionally

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Promote children’s healthy development – mentally, physically, socially & emotionally
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What is the Cloverbud Program?

• Informal educational experience
• Confidence
• Social Skills 
• Decision-making abilities
• Subject matter knowledge
• Physical Skills

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Informal educational experience which parents, other interested adults & youth help to develop…
Confidence
Social skills, decision-making abilities
Subject matter knowledge
Physical skills

This program is to encourage creativity & play
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Who is eligible?

Youth ages 5 years old AND in 
Kindergarten up to age 8 & in 3rd

grade.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Honorary Cloverbuds” are permitted, HOWEVER 
They CANNOT register in 4-Honline
WILL NOT be covered by OSU insurance if anything were to happen!
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Additional Goals of the Cloverbud
Program

• Self-understanding
• Social interaction
• Decision-making
• Learning
• Physical Mastery

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Development of these life skills
Self-understanding or self-esteem
Social interaction (getting along with others)
Decision-making
Learning (learning how to play)
Physical Mastery
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Volunteer Position Description (pg 4)

• Willingness to become familiar with & 
work within the philosophy & 
guidelines of OSUE & the 4-H 
Program

• Conduct meaningful educational
experiences to help young people 
grow & reach their full potential
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Volunteer Position Description (pg 4)

• Inform & encourage members, 
parents & other volunteers to actively 
engage in Cloverbud program 
activities

• Have fun!
• Utilize the Cloverbud Curriculum 

Instructional materials
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What is provided by OSU…

• Training opportunities for members, 
volunteers & parents

• Manuals, materials & resources
• Professionals to consult on a one-on-

one basis
• Recognition & awards to volunteers
• Leadership for recruitment
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Cloverbud Program Foundation

• 1) Activity Based
• 2) Centered around cooperative-

learning
• 3) Non-competitive
• 4) offers age-appropriate participation 

in county junior fairs
• 5) offers safe activities



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Cloverbud Program Foundation

• 6) Age appropriate activities
• 7) activities that are fundamentally

different from those programs for
older youth

• 8) features success-oriented 
curriculum
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Cloverbud Program Foundation

• 9)limited and successful interaction 
with animals & animal subject matter

• 10) Offers activities that are fun &
positive!
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2023 Cloverbud Events
 Cloverbud Camp
 2023 Theme: 
 “Sunrise Safari at Henry County 

Cloverbud Camp” 
 June 6, 7, 8 at Henry County Fairgrounds

 Mini-Grants
 Up to 12 Mini-Grants to be awarded by Henry 

County 4-H Endowment, maximum of $50.00 
per club

 Deadline: April 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cloverbud Program Reminders:
2022 theme is “Paradise at HC Cloverbud Camp”
Hoping to have a full “normal” camp at this time. More information will be released in the future. Still planning for 9-noon for 3 days as has been customary

Mini-Grants
HC 4-H Endowment is continuing their minigrant program and this form has been included to you today
Reminder that the form is fue April 1 to the extension office
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2023 Cloverbud Events
 Cloverbud Booth
 2023 Theme: 
 “Educating & Entertaining for 170 years” 
 Asking each Cloverbud Program to contribute one 

“thing” this year

 Henry County Fair
 We have some EXCITING activities we’re planning! 

Stay tuned!
 Kid’s Day – Wednesday August 16
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Any questions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What would you like to ask each other???
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How to contact me
 Email: parcher.6@osu.edu
 Work Phone: 419-592-0806
 Please respect if you have contacted me after hours, I 

may ask you to contact me during normal office hours or 
to email me to I can circle back to that issue at my next 
convenience. 

 Facebook/Messenger: 
I may still direct you to email me regardless

 Normal OSU Extension Office Hours: 
Monday thru Friday – 8:30am til 4:30pm

mailto:parcher.6@osu.edu
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