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The case of Branch Ministries, Inc. (BMI) v. Charles O. Rossotti involves the revocation of 
tax-exemption of BMI’s religious organization, the Church at Pierce Creek–a nonprofit 501(c)(3).  
On 30 October 1992, BMI purchased a full-page advertisement in USA Today and the 
Washington Times, advocating ‘Christians’ not to vote for, then presidential candidate, Bill 
Clinton.  Following an investigation, the IRS revoked BMI’s tax exempt status on January 19, 
1995. BMI filed suit against the IRS a few months later, arguing that the revocation suppressed 
BMI’s rights to free speech and religious observation, guaranteed under the first amendment. In 
2000, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia sustained the IRS’s action, 
acknowledging that no infringement of first amendment rights occurred with BMI’s revocation. 

The case of BMI has resurfaced in national politics, with the Trump administration’s efforts to 
repeal the “Johnson Amendment,” a move that would permit religious - and other nonprofit - 
organizations the ability to participate in traditionally prohibited political campaigns.



“All section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited from directly or indirectly 
participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any 
candidate for elective public office.” (IRS).

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations




$90,000 in 1992 = $157,569.83 in 2017.
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“the people in the pulpits are 
more Democratic and 

Republican than those in the 
pews.”
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How might the reach and effectiveness of the 
secular nonprofit sector change if all 501(c)(3) 
organizations were granted partisan politicking?

What are the spiritual, social, and personal 
ramifications for congregations of religious 
organizations if the Johnson Amendment were 
repealed? How might it affect the relationship 
between leaders and followers of these 
organizations?

How does a representative of a church balance 
organizational ethics and individual morals?
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https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf
https://www.au.org
http://adflegal.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otOYnmGHT_s
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/about-the-series/





