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Skywatchers: The Slow Art of Belonging with ABD
Productions
Tuesday, Oct. 3  |  6:30–8 p.m.  |  Fromm Hall, Maraschi Room

Join us for a special evening with ABD Productions and Skywatchers’ artist-
activists. Established in 2011, Skywatchers brings artists into durational
collaboration with residents of San Francisco’s Tenderloin neighborhood, as
they believe a relationship is the first site of social change. Large-scale
transformation begins with intimate, interpersonal interactions that engender
change for all involved: artists, participants, and audiences. Centering
residents’ lives and experiences, this multi-disciplinary, mixed-ability
ensemble creates artworks that amplify neighborhood stories while
interrogating the poverty industrial complex, illuminating marginalized
narratives, and positioning community voices in the civic discourse through
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the arts. This evening will include presentations of Skywatchers’ art, followed
by conversations with their artists. Part of the JSSJ "Open Doors" Sukkot
Program, this event is co-sponsored by the Department of Critical Diversity
Studies and the Department of Performing Arts and Social Justice.

Israelism Film Screening 
Monday, Oct. 30  |  6:30–8 p.m.  |  Fromm Hall, Maraschi Room

Join us for a special screening of the new award-winning film Israelism,
which focuses on two young American Jews raised to defend the state of
Israel at all costs, one of whom joins the Israeli military while the other fights
for Israel on “the other battlefield,” America’s college campuses. Yet a chasm
emerges in their Jewish identities after witnessing Israel’s mistreatment of the
Palestinian people firsthand. Overall, their stories reveal the American Jewish
community’s generational divide regarding what the Jewish State means to
Jewish Americans. The film screening will be followed by a moderated
discussion led by a member of the Swig JSSJ Program faculty. This event is
co-sponsored by the Program in Middle Eastern Studies and the
Department of Politics.

https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/programs/undergraduate/critical-diversity-studies
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/programs/undergraduate/performing-arts-social-justice
https://youtu.be/wnla4Qg18gI
https://usfca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rBxnN5ltSM-ovEomPEAgRQ
https://www.israelismfilm.com/
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/programs/undergraduate/middle-eastern-studies-minor/program-overview
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/programs/undergraduate/politics


This Is Your Song Too: Phish and Contemporary
Jewish Identity 
Wednesday, Nov. 15  |  6:30–8 p.m.  |  Fromm Hall, Maraschi Room 

The rock band Phish has a diehard fan base and a dedicated community of
enthusiasts — Phishheads — who follow the band around the country. What
may be surprising to some, however, is that a significant percentage of
Phishheads are Jewish. Aside from two members of the band raised as Jews
themselves — bassist Mike Gordon and drummer Jonathan Fishman —
Phish has even been known to play Hebrew songs in concert. This event
celebrates the publication of the book This Is Your Song Too: Phish and
Contemporary Jewish Identity, co-edited by JSSJ faculty member Oren
Kroll-Zeldin. The book argues that Phish is one avenue through which
contemporary Jews find cultural and spiritual fulfillment outside the confines
of traditional institutional Jewish life. In effect, Phish fandom and the live
Phish experience act as a microcosm through which we see American Jewish
religious and cultural life manifest in unique and unexpected spaces. Joining
Kroll-Zeldin in conversation will be the book's co-editor, Ariella Werden-
Greenfield, who is also the associate director of the Feinstein Center for
American Jewish History and special adviser on antisemitism at Temple
University, as well as book contributor Rabbi Joshua Ladon, director of
education for the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America.

https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09525-7.html
https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09525-7.html
https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09525-7.html
https://www.usfca.edu/faculty/oren-kroll-zeldin
https://liberalarts.temple.edu/academics/faculty/werden-greenfield-ariella
https://www.hartman.org.il/person/joshua-ladon/


"Open Doors" Sukkot 
Sep. 29 – Oct. 6 |  Sukkah on Welch Field 

We will build our Sukkah this year on Welch Field between St. Ignatius
Church and Kalmanovitz Hall. Everyone is invited to spend time in the sukkah
throughout the week-long Sukkot holiday, held this year at the end of
September and the beginning of October. Everyone is welcome to hang out,
eat lunch or dinner with friends, or use this temporary structure as a place to
relax and recharge. In addition, we will be hosting special events and
programs in the sukkah throughout the week. For more information,
contact Rabbi Camille Shira Angel or stop by University Ministry.

JSSJ Open Doors Shabbat Sukkot with JCCSF and Value Culture
Friday, Oct. 6  |  5–7 p.m.

Celebrate the holidays of Sukkot and Shabbat with a festive meal in the JSSJ
campus sukkah on Welch Field with friends, old and new. This Shabbat meal
is co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Center of San
Francisco and Value Culture.

https://usfca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rBxnN5ltSM-ovEomPEAgRQ
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-sukkah/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/sukkot-101/
mailto:csangel@usfca.edu
https://www.jccsf.org/
https://www.valueculture.org/


Warnings from Rwanda: Social Responsibility and
Genocide
Wednesday, Sep. 27  |  1:30 p.m.  |  Online

JSSJ Professor Alexis Herr, a comparative genocide historian, will be
delivering an online keynote address for the Holocaust Resource Center at
Keane University. The fact that genocide is never inevitable should inspire
hope. But if genocide isn’t inevitable and therefore preventable, why does it
keep happening? You are invited to join us for a discussion on Rwanda’s path
to genocide, social responsibility, and genocide prevention.

Register for the online lecture» 

https://forms.gle/7k1YLBnFFgXHrHNx9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHKzOQuUGHhJfDYB4uivI1dOIFXHplVbK3paEpV_p0fLWdZQ/viewform


Community Partner Opportunity
JFCS Holocaust Center University Fellowship

The JFCS Holocaust Center is now accepting applications for the Pell and
Manovill University Fellowships! Through these paid fellowships, which
provide undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to become
essential members of the Holocaust Center staff, individuals mentor teens,
work with Holocaust and genocide survivors, and facilitate virtual
programming for students and adults. They also support the Holocaust
Center’s work in confronting antisemitism through education and public policy.
Virtual programming has expanded the Holocaust Center’s reach beyond
California and the United States.

Each fellowship is a paid position, with a commitment of approximately 10
hours/week, from October through June. Fellows may receive course credit
upon completion. The application period for the 2023–24 fellowship is now
open. Undergraduate and graduate students interested in becoming a Pell or
Manovill University fellow should fill out an official inquiry form.

https://holocaustcenter.jfcs.org/
https://holocaustcenter.jfcs.org/education/university-programs/?utm_source=Holocaust+Center&utm_campaign=c41236e179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_07_17_10_37_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-41d61e4ad8-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHlfu6R6GhLAnDUpDILO-xEO7rP4wpWUV5bTMHX9Samn86Rg/viewform


Your generous support of the Swig Program in Jewish Studies and Social Justice
will help us engage students in both theoretical and practical approaches of

social justice and activism rooted in the Jewish traditions.

Join the conversation #USFCA

(415) 422-6601

USFCA.EDU
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University of San Francisco
2130 Fulton St 
San Francisco, CA | 94117 US

If you wish to be removed from the College of Arts and Sciences - Humanities mailing list, click here.

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

View this email online.

This email was sent to . 
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/7449/donations/new?pdesignation=jewishstudiesandsocialjustice
https://www.usfca.edu/newsroom?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
http://www.twitter.com/usfca?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
http://www.facebook.com/University.of.San.Francisco?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
http://www.instagram.com/usfca/?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
http://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-san-francisco/?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
https://vimeo.com/usfca?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/undergraduate-programs/jewish-studies-and-social-justice?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
tel:+14154226601
https://www.usfca.edu/?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
https://www.usfca.edu/directions?utm_source=emma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=swig&utm_content=footer
mailto:aacunningham@usfca.edu
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1894260/1885504.663270720/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/y8g68k/018cd2a27f992b659b83c1407ef504fd
Meghan Shirron


