
Screenings and Storyboards:
Making Local Connections to Global Issues 

with Documentary Film



Goals: Participants will…
1) Explore documentary films and news segments supported by 

the Pulitzer Center

2) Explore methods for making local connections to global issues 
through engagement with documentary film and application of 
documentary filmmaking skills 



pulitzercenter.org





pulitzercenter.org/about-us

http://www.pulitzercenter.org/about-us


Journalism and 
education for the 
public good
• Over 100 projects each year, featuring print series, documentaries, data 

interactives, and e-books

• Nearly $1.5 million in direct support of journalists

• Partnerships with outlets ranging from The New York Timesand PBS NewsHour

to The New Yorker, NPR, and many more

• More than 400 events each year for K-12 schools and college audiences, 

including lectures, panel discussions, film screenings, and photography exhibits

http://pulitzercenter.org/about-us




pulitzercenter.org/blog/2018-pulitzer-
center-highlights

● Over 150 
reporting projects

● Over 500 print, 
photo, and video 
stories

● Over 100 news 
outlets

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJi8KFfSmIM




pulitzercenter.org/reporting



pulitzercenter.org/reporting



pulitzercenter.org/reporting



Education Programs

Journalist visits over Skype

Thousands of articles, photos and 
videos

Lesson plans

Professional development

1
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@pulitzercenter



Lesson Builder: 
1. Use and adapt model 

lesson plans

1. Search and browse 
reporting

1. Post lessons for 
other teachers to use

pulitzercenter.org/builder

http://www.pulitzercenter.org/builder


Sample Lesson Plans:



Sample Lesson Plan: 
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Sample Lesson Plan: 



Education Programs

Journalist visits over Skype

Thousands of articles, photos and 
videos

Lesson plans

Professional development
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@pulitzercenter



2018 Education Initiatives
1. O ver 400 events reaching over 40,000 

students in the U.S.

2. O ver 700 students participating in writing 
contests

3. O ver 50 Skype engagements connecting 
journalists with over 1,000 students in more 
than 20 cities



Documentaries for Education Programming



Documentary Film:
Teaching C ontent and Skills

Goals: Students will be able to…

1) Describe the causes and impacts of a global issue using details from a 
documentary film

1) Explore how a global issue connects to issues facing their own communities

1) Analyze how filmmakers use visuals and audio to construct films that inform and 
engage diverse audiences and evaluate the impact of filmmakers’ choices

1) Create plans for original documentary films that pair visuals and audio intentionally 
inform and engage diverse audiences about a pressing local issue



What is a documentary film?

Source: 

Oxford University 
Press



Where can you watch documentaries?

1. News Outlets 

2. Movie Theaters

3. Streaming services
a. Youtube
b. Netflix
c. Other ideas?



@pulitzercenterThe documentary we will watch was published in...





“We Became Fragments” 
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
"We Became Fragments" is a short 
documentary about Syrian teenager Ibraheem 
Sarhan as he comes of age in Winnipeg, 
Canada. 

After losing his mother and four siblings in a 
bombing that left him injured, Ibraheem and 
his father make a new life despite the 
heartbreak of leaving their home behind. 

https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005892027/we-became-fragments.html


“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
1) What moments stick with 

you from the film?

1) What do you learn from the 
film that you didn’t know 
before?

1) What are some of the 
feelings expressed in the 
film?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZY7b5nrz9g


“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
1) How does this film connect 

to issues you see in your 
community?

2) Where do you see these 
characters, situations 
and/or emotions in your 
community?



Practice: Connecting to the film

1. My name is______________________________________________________

2. My life changed when______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. [Tell the story in 1-2 sentences.] 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4. When it happened, I felt_____________________________________________

5. And now I _______________________________________________________.



Practice: Connecting to the film

1. My name is Fareed Mostoufi and I live in Washington, DC.

2. My life changed when my father died.

3. [Tell the story in 1-2 sentences.] 

My father had a heart attack when I was 16, and died instantly. I wasn’t home when it 
happened.

1. When it happened, I felt confused and angry, like one of those storms that starts and stops 
and starts and stops.

2. And now I miss him, and I hate that I have more and more people in my life will never meet 
him and know how important he was to me.



“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
1) A-ROLL

➔ Narration

2)      B-ROLL
➔ Archival/Found footage

◆ Flashbacks
◆ Context

➔ Live footage
◆ Establishing shots
◆ Action shots



“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
B. 

c. d. 

e. f. 

B-ROLL
Archival
1) Found footage

Live footage
2) Establishing shots
3) Action shots



“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

Roberts
A-Roll (Narration) B-roll (visuals)

Ibraheem: I was 11-years-old when 
events began in Syria.

There is nothing left in this world 
that I haven’t seen.

The Sky drops missiles like rain.

Here, you wait for your turn to die.

A while ago, I was with them. A 
while ago, they were talking to me.

Then we became fragments, 
waiting for people to rescue us.



“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

RobertsA-Roll (Narration)

1. Ibraheem: I was 11-years-old when 
events began in Syria.

2. There is nothing left in this world 
that I haven’t seen.

3. The Sky drops missiles like rain. 
Here, you wait for your turn to die.

4. A while ago, I was with them.

5. A while ago, they were talking to 
me.

6. Then we became fragments, 
waiting for people to rescue us.

B. 

c. d. 

e. f. 



“We Became Fragments”
By Luisa Conlon, Hanna Miller and Lacey Jane 

RobertsA-Roll (Narration)

1. Ibraheem: I was 11-years-old when events began in Syria.

2. There is nothing left in this world that I haven’t seen

3. The Sky drops missiles like rain. Here, you wait for your turn to die.

4. A while ago, I was with them.

5. A while ago, they were talking to me.

6. Then we became fragments, waiting for people to rescue us.

B. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 



Practice: Visualizing a Script

1. My name is Fareed Mostoufi and I live in Washington, DC.

2. My life changed when my father died.

3. [Tell the story in 1-2 sentences.] 

My father had a heart attack when I was 16, and died instantly. I wasn’t home when it 
happened.

1. When it happened, I felt confused and angry, like one of those storms that starts and stops 
and starts and stops.

2. And now I miss him, and I hate that I have more and more people in my life will never meet 
him and know how important he was to me.



Practice: Visualizing a Script

A-Roll B-roll

My name is Fareed Mostoufi and I live 
in Washington, DC.

Wide shot of Fareed and his 
friends in DC. Close up of 
Fareed’s smiling face.

My life changed when my father died. Found footage of Fareed with his 
dad.

My father had a heart attack when I 
was 16, and died instantly. I wasn’t 
home when it happened.

When it happened, I felt confused and 
angry, like one of those storms that 
starts and stops and starts and stops.

And now I miss him, and I hate that I 
have more and more people in my life 
will never meet him and know how 
important he was to me.



Visualizing your script



Write your own script

1. My name is______________________________________________________

2. My life changed when______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. [Tell the story in 1-2 sentences.] 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4. When it happened, I felt_____________________________________________

5. And now I _______________________________________________________.



Visualizing your script

A-Roll B-roll



Visualizing your script



Create Your Own Lesson

Guiding Questions...

1) What do students need to know to understand the film’s 
content?

2) How do I want students to analyze the structure of the film? 
What skills do I want to highlight?

1) How can I help students make local and personal 
connections to the content?

1) How can students use a documentary film structure to tell 
their own stories?



Pick a film and Plan a Project

1) “Diego’s Rebirth” from National Geographic-
pulitzercenter.org/gangviolence

1) “Ugandan Widow’s Relatives Stole Everything. Now She’s Fighting 
Back” from National Geographic-
https://bit.ly/2Tr67Of

1) “How a Warmer Arctic Could Intensify Extreme Weather” from Vox-
https://bit.ly/2Mi5HGs

1) “The Deadly Risk of Standing Up to Putin” from PBS Newshour-
https://bit.ly/2WyzMar 

http://pulitzercenter.org/gangviolence
https://bit.ly/2Tr67Of
https://bit.ly/2Mi5HGs


Create Your Own Lesson

Guiding Questions...

1) What do students need to know to understand the film’s 
content?

2) How do I want students to analyze the structure of the film? 
What skills do I want to highlight?

1) How can I help students make local and personal 
connections to the content?

1) How can students use a documentary film structure to tell 
their own stories?



Pulitzer Center Field Trip Initiative



Pulitzer Center Field Trip Initiative



__Fighting Words__
Poetry Contest / Poetry Workshop

Image by Eslah Attar. United States, 2018. Image by Jordan Roth. United States, 2016.

Submit by Monday, May 20, 2019 11:59 PM



Closing:

Questions?
education@pulitzercenter.org

@pulitzercenter
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