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ABSTRACT: Metal nanoparticles deposited on oxide supports are essential to many
technologies, including catalysts, fuel cells, and electronics. Therefore, understanding
the chemical bonding strength between metal nanoparticles and oxide surfaces is of
great interest. The adsorption energetics, adhesion energy, and adsorbate structure of
Ag on dehydrated HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheets at 300 K have been studied using
metal adsorption calorimetry and surface spectroscopies. These dehydrated (“dh”)
calcium niobate nanosheets (dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)) have the stoichiometry
Ca4Nb6O19. They impart unusual stability to metal nanoparticles when used as
catalyst supports and are easy-to-prepare by Langmuir−Blodgett (LB) techniques,
highly ordered, and essentially single-crystal surfaces of mixed oxides with a huge
ratio of terrace to edge sites. Below the monolayer coverage, Ag grows on dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) as 2D islands of thickness ∼2 layers. The differential heat of Ag
adsorption is initially ∼303 kJ/mol, increasing slowly to ∼338 kJ/mol by 0.8 ML. At
higher coverages, Ag atoms mainly add on top of these 2D islands, growing 3D
nanoparticles of increasing thickness, as the heat decreases asymptotically toward silver’s heat of sublimation (285 kJ/mol). The
adhesion energy of Ag(s) to this Ca niobate surface is estimated to be 4.33 J/m2, larger than that on any oxide surface previously
measured. This explains the sinter resistance reported for metal nanoparticles on this support. Electron transfer from Ag into the
calcium niobate is also measured. These results demonstrate an easy way to do single-crystal-type surface science studiesand
especially thermochemical measurementson the complex surfaces of mixed oxides: using LB-deposited perovskite nanosheets and
ultrahigh-vacuum annealing in O2.

1. INTRODUCTION

Late transition metal nanoparticles supported on high area
oxide surfaces are the key ingredients of many catalysts and
electrocatalysts with applications to future technologies in the
energy, chemical, and environmental industries. The catalytic
activity and selectivity of these catalysts are strongly dependent
on the size and shape of the nanoparticles, as well as on the
support material.1−5 Mixed or binary metal oxides (i.e., oxides
with two metal elements) are often used as supports in
catalysis with considerable improvement on various aspects of
catalyst performance. The best-known example is ceria-zirconia
in automotive exhaust treatment and other reactions,6−10 but
many other mixed oxides are used industrially. The presence of
two metals in the oxide surely offers ample opportunities for
improvement on all aspects of support chemistry, including not
only the strength of bonding to metal nanoparticles but also
the extent of charge transfer, lattice stress/strain control,
shuttling of electrons or ions between the support and the
metal as part of reaction mechanisms, etc. Thus, there is
considerable motivation to understand mixed metal oxides as
supports. To our knowledge, nothing is known about how the
second metal in such mixed oxides influences the strength of
binding of metal nanoparticles to mixed-oxide surfaces. Here

we measure for the first time how strongly metal adatoms and
metal nanoparticles bond to a well-ordered mixed-oxide
surface, using silver vapor adsorption calorimetry on the
dehydrated HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface. The results reveal
larger adsorption energies than have ever been measured for
any single-metal oxide surface previously studied.
There have been many metal atom adsorption calorimetry

studies on thin, single-crystal oxide films grown on thin, single-
crystal metal substrates,5,11−15 but those were all simple oxides
of a single metal element. The preparation of atomically
smooth single-crystal surfaces of mixed oxides (i.e., with two
metal elements) in well-defined composition and a high degree
of order is very seldom reported in the literature, and never on
samples that would be applicable in our adsorption calorimetry
because preparing such samples is very challenging. Here we
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prove that we can measure adsorption energies on mixed metal
oxide single crystals prepared in a simple new way that offers
many exciting new possibilities for surface studies. Lamellar
Nb-perovskites can be dispersed in solution as single-
crystalline flat sheets that are only one layer thick but extend
laterally for long distances (>1 μm).16−20 These nanosheets
can be deposited in a layer-by-layer fashion on flat substrates
using Langmuir−Blodgett (LB) techniques to make thin,
single-crystal mixed-oxide films.17,18,21−24 Here, we use this
method to deposit such perovskite thin films directly onto
pyroelectric heat detectors, and we perform metal adsorption
calorimetry on these films in a similar way as reported for spin-
coated films of polymers25 and drop-cast films of metal−
organic frameworks (MOFs),26 except that those deposited
films could not be heated to high temperatures as we do here.
We find that this provides excellent signal-to-noise ratio,
proving that this method should be broadly applicable. This
LB-film method is far easier than other methods that have been
used to prepare clean single-crystal mixed-oxide surfaces and
that required much more difficult sample preparations.
Perovskites, with the general formula ABO3, represent

probably the most studied mixed-oxide system in the field of
heterogeneous catalysis. They are low-cost and easy to prepare
and show a large variation in their composition and structure,
allowing tailoring of their chemical and physical properties to
better suit their applications.27 Unilamellar perovskite nano-
sheets can be deposited in a layer-by-layer fashion on flat
substrates using LB techniques to make thin and well-ordered
mixed-oxide films.18,22−24 One of the most interesting of these
with respect to use as a catalyst support material, and the one
we study here, is the dehydrated form of HCa2Nb3O10(001)
nanosheets. This dehydrated (dh) form, which we will refer to
later as dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001), actually has the stoichiometry
Ca4Nb6O19.

28 Each nanosheet of this material consists of three
NbO6 octahedral layers, with Ca2+ in the center of the cube
formed by Nb5+ (see Figure 1), and is 1.44−1.46 nm thick
(i.e., the sheet-to-sheet repeat distance in the bulk, multilayer
solid structure).28−31 These and many other perovskites can be
synthesized as single- and few-layer nanosheets in solution,
with lateral dimensions ranging from several hundred nano-
meters to a few micrometers.16−19 The long lateral dimension
indicates that these nanosheets have a huge ratio of terrace
sites to sheet-edge sites, much larger than the terrace/defect
site ratio on the surfaces of single crystal oxides typically
studied by surface science methods in recent years. This makes
them promising model surfaces with very homogeneous and
well-defined surface sites for studying adsorption, for example,
of metal atoms and nanoparticles if interested in their use as
catalyst support materials, as we are here. These nanosheets
offer an important advantage not present in normal single-
crystal surfaces: they can also be prepared as powders that have
a very high surface-to-volume ratio.32−36 This means that their
surface chemistry can be studied by many methods not
possible on most single-crystal surfaces (e.g., volumetric
adsorption, transient catalyst kinetics in normal-pressure flow
reactors, etc.). It also means that they have many potential
applications in real technology (e.g., as industrial catalysts or
sorbents).
When used as supports for transition metal or oxide

nanoparticles, powders of these dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) nano-
sheets impart unusual stability against sintering to these
nanoparticles37,38 and significantly enhance their catalytic
activity for water splitting.16,39 These layered perovskites are

also temperature-stable up to ∼825 K in powder form28 and
∼975 K in layered-film form40 without obvious decomposition,
so they hold significant promise as support materials for later
transition metal nanoparticle catalysts.
In this work, we combine surface-chemistry measurement

methods developed for studying metal adsorption and
nanoparticle growth on single-crystal oxide surfaces, partic-
ularly metal vapor adsorption calorimetry,11 with this thin-film
growth method for preparing much more complex perovskite
mixed-oxide surfaces to investigate the adsorption of Ag atoms
on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheet surfaces. Silver is chosen
as the probe metal here because oxide-supported Ag catalysts
are extensively used for selective oxidation reactions (e.g., for
ethylene,41 CO,42 and methane43 oxidation reactions) and
show promise for a variety of other catalytic processes.44,45 We
use atomic force microscopy (AFM) to verify the lamellar
sheetlike morphology of the HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheet films. We
report calorimetric measurements of the heat of adsorption
and sticking probability of Ag atoms as a function of Ag
coverage, which provide the strength of the chemical bonding
interactions between Ag atoms and the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
surface. The results show surprisingly strong bonding between
Ag and this surface, which explains the unusual stability against
sintering of metal and metal oxide nanoparticles when
supported on this surface that was previously reported.37,38

We also elucidate the particle-growth mechanism and surface
morphology of the evolving Ag nanoparticles using low-energy
He+ ion scattering spectroscopy (LEIS). The charge transfer
associated with the strong chemical reaction between the Ag
atoms and the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets is also elucidated
using X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS).
As far as we know, this is the first adsorption calorimetry of

metal gas atoms on any atomically smooth, well-ordered
mixed-oxide surface. The results demonstrate that thin LB
films of layered perovskite nanosheets provide a powerful new

Figure 1. Polyhedral representations of the HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheet
structure, viewed from the [001] (left) and [010] (right) directions.
The structure at left is the top view of the (001) surface being studied
here. The dashed blue line indicates the unit cell. There are 6.74 ×
1014 O atoms/cm2 on this (001) surface, half of which are in the
surface OH groups. All of these H atoms, and one O atom for every
two such H atoms in this structure, are removed upon dehydration to
produce the dehydrated (dh) form studied here (see text). The right
structure shows one complete layer of the nanosheet, which has a
thickness (or repeat distance in the 3D bulk) of 1.44 nm (1.31 nm
after dehydration). Labels indicate the following: AO, axial oxygen;
EO, equatorial oxygen; IS, interstitial space.
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approach to study surface chemistry on single-crystalline
mixed-oxide surfaces.

2. EXPERIMENTAL METHODS
The ultrahigh-vacuum (UHV) metal adsorption calorimetry appara-
tus, which also includes capabilities for XPS, LEIS, and metal atomic-
beam surface scattering, was described previously.25 The heat
detector, the mounting of the surface to be studied, and the way it
is heated have been modified as described briefly below and in more
detail in another paper.46

Thin LiTaO3 single crystals were used as pyroelectric heat
detectors for adsorption calorimetry. The LiTaO3 heat detectors
(purchased from DIAS Infrared GmbH) were 25 μm thick crystals
with 12 mm × 12 mm square shape, with both faces precoated with
100 nm thick films of a Ni80Cr20 alloy that serve as the electrodes for
electrical signal measurement. When struck with a pulse of metal
vapor from the atomic beam of metal atoms, these detectors generate
a charge (and thus transient current through the preamplifier) in
response to heat input due to the heat of metal vapor adsorption.
The HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheets whose surfaces we studied here

were deposited directly onto these pyroelectric heat detectors by
Langmuir−Blodgett methods, as will be described later. To heat these
niobate nanosheets to high temperatures in order to dehydrate them
(to Ca4Nb6O19) and remove the hydrocarbon impurities from their
surface, a new pyroelectric heat detector was required that could
maintain a high pyroelectric heat-signal response after heating to high
temperatures. (The heat detector used previously on this apparatus
could only be heated up to ∼350 K.25,47,48) Therefore, here we used
LiTaO3 single crystals as the heat detectors. LiTaO3 has a Curie point
of 893 K,49 theoretically allowing samples to be heated up to ∼875 K
before the heat detector loses its pyroelectric response. Heating these
niobate nanosheet-coated lithium tantalate crystals (“samples”) in
UHV required a newly designed sample platen and sample heater,
which are described elsewhere.46 Briefly, the thin samples are heated
by radiation from a hot tungsten filament that is placed very near the
back side of the sample. The sample is mounted on a platen such that
it can be moved to different positions in the UHV chamber depending
upon whether it is being studied by surface spectroscopies (XPS and
LEIS) or calorimetry or is being heated for cleaning. When mounted
in the calorimetry position, the platen provides electrical contacts
between the electrodes on the front and back face of the sample and
wires that lead outside the UHV chamber to a preamplifier.
Each heat detector was coated with four layers of

HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheets as described earlier. Five of these
samples were then mounted onto the new sample platens and stored
in the sample preparation chamber with a base pressure of 2 × 10−9

Torr. Before the experimental measurements (i.e., sticking probability,
differential heat of adsorption, LEIS, and XPS), each sample was
transferred to the UHV analysis chamber with a base pressure of 1 ×
10−9 mbar and heated at ∼725 K for 10 min in an oxygen pressure of
2 × 10−7 mbar to dehydrate them and remove the hydrocarbon
impurities from the surface. To prevent the heat detector from
cracking due to thermal expansion, the temperature was ramped up/
down slowly at ∼50 K/10 min. XPS spectra before and after the
heating procedure for the same sample were also collected and
compared to verify the removal of hydrocarbon impurities and the
sample integrity (i.e., proper elemental composition not being
changed by heating).
Nanosheets of HCa2Nb3O10(001) were first prepared as described

previously.37 Briefly, KCa2Nb3O10 was prepared by solid-state
synthesis of a stoichiometric mixture of K2CO3 (40% excess),
CaCO3, and Nb2O5 at 1200 °C for 12 h. The protonated form
HCa2Nb3O10·0.5H2O was obtained by acid-exchanging the potassium
form (KCa2Nb3O10(001)) with 1 M nitric acid for 3 days with the
acid being replaced every day. The protonated form (0.1 g) was
exfoliated by stirring in an aqueous solution of tetra(n-butylammo-
nium) (TBA) hydroxide (25 mM, 100 mL) for 1 day, and the
nanosheets were decanted from the unexfoliated sheets after allowing
the suspension to settle overnight. These nanosheets were deposited

directly onto the pyroelectric heat detector used for adsorption
calorimetry as follows. The heat detectors were first cleaned using
UV-ozone and then pretreated with Al Keggin ion50 to anchor the
negatively charged nanosheets. Langmuir−Blodgett deposition was
performed by drop-casting the nanosheet suspension onto a trough
containing the heat detector filled with nanopure water and
compressing the barriers to a surface tension of 15 mN/m. The
heat detector was then lifted at a speed of 4 mm/min to ensure well-
packed nanosheets. The heat detector was dipped into hydrochloric
acid (0.1 mM) between each deposition to remove the surface-bound
tetra-n-butylammonium cations, as was shown to be effective.51

Atomic force microscopy (AFM) images were acquired in peak-
force tapping mode (Bruker Icon) using a ScanAsyst-Air probe at a
set point of 1 nN to verify the packing density of the nanosheets onto
the pyroelectric heat detector.

The metal vapor adsorption calorimetry procedure used here has
been described previously.25 The sample platen was placed onto a
large Cu thermal reservoir that was electrically connected to a
preamplifier outside the UHV chamber. A 4.15-mm-diameter
collimated atomic beam of Ag gas atoms was produced by a high-
temperature effusion cell containing an alumina-lined tungsten
crucible filled with Ag granules purchased from Alfa Aesar with
99.9% purity. The Ag beam was chopped into 100 ms pulses
containing ∼0.013 ML of Ag per pulse repeating every 2 s. One
monolayer (ML) is defined here as 1.38 × 1015 atoms/cm2, which is
the number of Ag surface atoms per unit area on the Ag(111) surface.
This Ag atomic beam was then impinged onto the dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface. The heat released from the metal atom
adsorption generates a transient temperature rise in the dh-
HCa2Nb3O10 film, which is transferred by thermal diffusion to the
LiTaO3 heat detector. The resulting voltage response (“signal”) was
calibrated by the voltage response to pulses of known energy from a
stabilized He−Ne laser (632.8 nm wavelength). An average sensitivity
of ∼650 V/J (volts per joule of heat adsorbed by dh-HCa2Nb3O10)
from three experimental runs was found. The typical operating
temperature of the effusion cell was 1375 K, which generates some
thermal radiation that impinges on the sample surface. This radiation
contribution was also measured by translating a BaF2 window into the
path of the Ag beam, which blocked all the Ag atoms before they
impinged onto the sample but passed a known fraction (∼94%) of the
radiation, which was subtracted from the total measured heat. The
radiation contribution typically accounts for ∼65% of the total
measured heat in the case of Ag adsorption onto dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001). To convert the experimentally measured internal
energy changes into the standard enthalpy changes at the sample
temperature (300 K), the excess translational energy of the metal gas
atoms at the effusion cell temperature above that for a 300 K
Maxwell−Boltzmann distribution was subtracted, and a small
pressure−volume work term (RT) was added, as described else-
where.47

The incident Ag beam flux was measured using a quartz crystal
microbalance (QCM, Inficon). The sticking probability of Ag
adsorption on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) was measured by a modified
King−Wells method,25,47,52 which uses a line-of-sight quadrupole
mass spectrometer (QMS, UTI 100C) to measure the fraction of Ag
atoms that strike the surface but do not adsorb. This nonsticking
signal was calibrated by a zero-sticking reference provided by
measuring the integrated desorption signal of a known amount of
multilayer Ag atoms on a hot Ta foil. A −500 V bias voltage was
applied between the sample and the QMS to avoid electron damage
to the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets.

The UHV analysis chamber is also equipped with a hemispherical
electron energy analyzer (Leybold-Heraeus EA 11/100), ion gun
(Leybold-Heraeus IQE 12/38), and Mg/Al Kα dual-anode X-ray
source (VG Scienta XR3E2) for low-energy He+ ion scattering
spectroscopy (LEIS) and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS).
The growth of Ag on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) was studied by LEIS
using He+ ions with 1.00 keV primary energy. The sample was
positioned perpendicular to the energy analyzer axis, and the ion
beam was directed at 45° with respect to the surface normal. Ion
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fluxes were typically 15 nA/cm2, and the sample was exposed to the
He+ ions only during spectrum acquisition. Each deposition of Ag
atoms followed previous depositions consecutively, starting with a
sample that had no adsorbed Ag atoms on its surface. All XPS spectra
were collected using Al Kα (hυ = 1486.6 eV, 130 W) as the excitation
source with detection of photoelectrons normal to the surface. Each
spectrum was fitted with the product of a Gaussian and a Lorentzian
function after subtraction of a Shirley baseline. The overlapping Ag 3d
doublets and Nb 2p doublets were deconvoluted by fixing the peak
splits of both doublets at values taken from Wagner et al.53 The
binding energy (BE) scale of the analyzer was calibrated to the
expected BE of the Ag 3d5/2 peak for Ag(s) (367.9 eV),

53 as measured
here for thick (6.8 ML) Ag films. All experiments were performed at
300 K.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Surface Structure and Morphology of

HCa2Nb3O10(001) Nanosheet Films. Figure 1 shows
polyhedral representations of the HCa2Nb3O10 structure in
the [001] and [010] directions. The structural parameters used
to draw this structure are from Chen et al.29 The
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface is O/OH-terminated with H
atoms on every other O atom. On the basis of the structural
optimization calculations done by Janik and co-workers,38

there are three possible surface binding sites for metal atoms,
all shown in Figure 1: (1) axial oxygen (AO), (2) equatorial
oxygen (EO), and (3) interstitial space (IS) between NbO6
polyhedra.
We deposited four layers of HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheets

on each LiTaO3 heat detector. The sheetlike morphology of
deposited HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets was confirmed by the
sectional analysis of AFM images (Figure 2, top). The heat
detectors were well-covered with a surface coverage of >95%

and negligible nanosheet overlap. The deposited nanosheets
were flat with an average lateral dimension of a few microns.
The thickness of individual undehydrated HCa2Nb3O10
nanosheets estimated from the c-axis lattice parameter
measured from crystallographic data of the bulk 3D solid is
∼1.44 nm.28 Our AFM height profile of the as-deposited film
(Figure 2 bottom) shows an overestimated thickness of 3.18
nm possibly due to (1) adsorbed H2O and hydrocarbon
molecules in the interlayer space, (2) increased surface
roughness of individual nanosheets and multilayers of
nanosheets not being perfectly packed, and/or (3) systematic
errors54 in AFM height profile measurements. The overall
thicknesses of the deposited nanosheet films indicate that these
films show bulklike characteristics with no or negligible film-
thickness effects, which have been reported previously for
metals on oxide thin films, when the oxide film thickness drops
to ∼1 nm.55−57

3.2. HCa2Nb3O10(001) Films before and after Heating.
These HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheet films were cleaned and
dehydrated by heating to ∼725 K in vacuum before use in
studying Ag adsorption. These films are known to dehydrate
upon heating at ∼575 K to form Ca4Nb6O19 (i.e.,
2HCa2Nb3O10 → Ca4Nb6O19 + H2O(g)).

28 The structure is
still quite similar to Figure 1,28 but all the H is removed (from
the nanosheet’s surface hydroxyl groups) and one surface O
atom is removed for every two such H atoms. The Nb bonds
to the lost O atom are replaced by Nb bonds to a surface O
atom of the neighboring nanosheet, thereby linking together
the parallel nanosheets (see Figure 5 in ref 28). This decreases
the c-axis lattice parameter (nanosheet-to-nanosheet separa-
tion) slightly to ∼1.31 nm.28 We refer to this dehydrated form
as dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) below. To produce this dehydrated
calcium niobate, each sample was heated to ∼725 K at a rate of
50 K/10 min in an O2 pressure of 2 × 10−7 mbar and held
there for 10 min. The sample was then cooled with the same
rate in the same O2 pressure. The heating/cooling rates were
slow because faster rates sometimes caused the LiTaO3 crystals
to crack.
Figure 3 shows XPS spectra measured before and after the

heating procedure for the 4-layer-thick nanosheet films. On the
broad scan spectrum (Figure 3a), the major photoelectron
peaks for niobium, calcium, oxygen, carbon, and an oxygen
Auger peak are labeled. Before the sample was heated, the ratio
of the integrated XPS peak intensities gives atomic ratios of
Ca/Nb/O = 1.00:1.6:10.5 and C/Nb = 5.1:1 using the atomic
sensitivity factors taken from Wagner et al.53 and assuming a
homogeneous distribution of elements within the total depth
seen by XPS. The atomic concentrations of oxygen and carbon
indicate that the sample contains a significant amount of
organics (CHx, C−O, and COOH).
After the sample was heated to a high temperature, the C

concentration dropped markedly, as shown in Figure 3a, with
the ratio of C/Nb decreasing by 7-fold to 0.71:1. The atomic
ratio of Ca/Nb/O also changed to 1.00:1.5:4.7, which is very
close to that expected based on the bulk chemical formula,
Ca4Nb6O19. The comparison of O 1s, Nb 3d, and Ca 2p core-
level spectra before and after the heating procedure is also
shown in Figure 3. Besides a small shift (∼0.2 eV) to a lower
binding energy, there is no broadening or line shape change for
the Nb 3d and Ca 2p peaks, which indicates no or negligible
oxidation state change for the two elements. The change for O
1s, however, is significant. The O 1s spectrum measured before
the sample was heated is much broader, with a shoulder peak

Figure 2. AFM image (top) of 4 layers of HCa2Nb3O10(001)
nanosheets deposited on a LiTaO3 heat detector and height profile
(bottom) across a single nanosheet along the white solid line in the
image.
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above 532 eV BE, while the O 1s spectrum measured after the
sample was heated shows a much more symmetric line shape.
We attribute the change of the O 1s spectrum to the removal
of adsorbed molecules containing O, which is also consistent
with the decrease of relative atomic concentration of oxygen.
(The O 1s BE range for the part that was removed is consistent
with C−O and COOH functionalities.53,58) Previously, it has
been shown that hydrocarbon impurities could be removed
from perovskite-type SrRuO3 films after annealing to >575 K
in high oxygen pressure conditions.59 For all the samples
studied, there was always negligible intensity at the position of
the N 1s peak in the broad scan XPS spectra both before and
after heating.
3 .3 . S t i ck ing Probabi l i ty o f Ag on dh-

HCa2Nb3O10(001). The amount of Ag atoms that chemically
adsorb on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface must be known
to determine the true Ag coverage and to convert heats of
adsorption measured by calorimetry into units of kJ/mol
adsorbed. Figure 4 shows the sticking probability of Ag atoms
on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface at 300 K as a function of
Ag coverage. One Ag monolayer (ML) is defined throughout
as 1.38 × 1015 atoms/cm2, the number of Ag surface atoms per
unit area on the Ag(111) surface. In the limit of zero coverage,
the sticking probability of Ag on HCa2Nb3O10 is 0.955 and
increases rapidly to 0.98 at 1 ML coverage. The sticking
probability increases slowly toward unit at higher coverages.
This is expected because multilayer Ag films are known to have
a near-unit sticking probability for Ag at 300 K.14,15,57

3.4. LEIS Study of the Ag Film Morphology on dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001). The method used here to detect the
morphology and growth mode of the Ag film (such as the
average thickness and number density of growing nano-
particles) is based on measurements of the intensities of He+

LEIS peaks associated with the substrate and the Ag metal
itself, which essentially provides quantitative elemental analysis

of the topmost atomic layer of the solid.15,57,60,61 Here, we
used He+ LEIS at a primary energy of 1 keV.
Figure 5a shows the LEIS spectra for the starting dh-

HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (red dots) and for 1.1 ML
adsorbed Ag (blue dots) at 300 K. For the starting dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface, only an oxygen peak at ∼420 eV
kinetic energy was detected above the baseline because the
surface is O-terminated. (Hydrogen is too light to detect in
LEIS.) After Ag was deposited on the surface, the intensity of
the oxygen peak decreased and a silver peak at ∼860 eV kinetic
energy appeared. We note that the absence of peaks for Ca and
Nb (expected at 710 and 863 eV, respectively) in the spectrum
of the starting surface helps confirm the quality of our crystals’
surfaces. As shown in Figure 1, Nb is in the second atomic
layer and Ca is in the third atomic layer of this structure. These

Figure 3. XPS spectra of 4 layers of HCa2Nb3O10(001) nanosheets deposited on LiTaO3 heat detectors before and after heating to ∼725 K, which
produces its dehydrated form: (a) broad scan, (b) O 1s, (c) Nb 3d, and (d) Ca 2p. The spectra measured before the sample being heated have
been normalized so that the average broad scan intensity at 1050−1100 eV before heating matches that after heating.

Figure 4. Sticking probability of Ag atoms on the dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (heated at ∼725 K for 10 min in an
oxygen pressure of 2 × 10−7 mbar) as a function of Ag coverage at
300 K. Each data point represents a pulse of ∼0.013 ML. One ML is
defined as the atom density of Ag(111), which is 2.05 times the
number of O atoms per area on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface.
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elements reside below the probe depth of He+ LEIS at the
primary beam energy of 1 keV used here (which is limited to
the top-most surface layer of atoms, e.g., the atoms that are
coordinatively unsaturated due to surface cleavage of the full
3D bulk structure). Peaks for Nb and Ca were reported in He+

LEIS spectra for a similarly prepared Ca niobate monolayer,62

but that study may not have used the very low total ion dose
used here to prevent ion beam damage. That study used much
higher ion energy (3 keV) as well. We note that the signal-to-
noise ratio in Figure 5a is lower than in that study, which we
attribute to our very low total ion dose and lower ion energy,
as well as possibly a higher pass energy used in that earlier
report.
Figure 5b shows the evolution of the integrated Ag and O

LEIS intensities (normalized with respect to that from high Ag
coverages and the starting dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface,
respectively) as a function of Ag coverage on the dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface at 300 K. This provides a direct
measurement of the fraction of the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
surface covered by Ag particles (even if they are only one atom
thick) because the He+ ions are neutralized with essentially
unit probability when they penetrate the electron density of a
solid by an amount deeper than a small fraction of an atom and
are thus not detected as a LEIS signal.60 As seen in Figure 5b,
the normalized LEIS intensities for both Ag and O change
more slowly with Ag coverage than predicted by a layer-by-

layer growth model on a flat substrate (shown by the dashed
black line for Ag). Note that the blue and red dashed lines in
Figure 5b are not best fits to the Ag and O LEIS signals but are
just used to guide the reader’s eye.
We tried to fit these LEIS signals using the hemispherical

cap model first introduced by Diebold et al.,63 which assumes
that all the nanoparticles have a hemispherical cap shape, the
same diameter at any coverage (which increases with
coverage), and the same number density at all coverages, but
refined to consider shadowing effects.61 This model cannot fit
the data well. Specifically, it predicts that the LEIS signal for
the metal would increase proportionally to the 2/3 power of
the metal coverage up to ∼35% of the surface being covered,61

whereas the Ag signal in Figure 5b increases linearly instead (as
shown better in the expanded scale in Figure 6). The

normalized Ag LEIS signal was fitted linearly with a slope of
0.41 in the first ML in Figure 6. The Ag layer-by-layer growth
model in the first ML has a slope of 1. If Ag grew perfectly as
flat 2-dimensional (2D) islands that are two atomic layers
thick, with each layer having a packing density the same as our
definition of 1 ML (i.e., the same as for bulk Ag(111)), one
would expect a linear LEIS signal increase with a slope of 0.50,
similar to what is observed. The straight-line fits in Figure 6
indicate that, on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) at 300 K, Ag grows as
flat 2D islands that are between 2 and 3 Ag layers thick until
these cover ∼50% of the surface. Above 1.5 ML, the Ag LEIS
signal starts to curve down and no longer follows the linear fit.
This indicates that, above 1.5 ML, Ag mostly adds on top of
existing Ag islands to form 3D particles, but also adds (more
slowly) to their edges, eventually making a continuous 3D Ag
film.
To further prove that the 2D islands are 2−3 Ag layers thick

at low coverages, we calculated the average Ag particle
thickness versus coverage from these Ag LEIS data (i.e., by
dividing the Ag coverage in ML by the fraction of the surface
covered by Ag particles from LEIS). The resulting island
thickness as a function of Ag coverage at 300 K is shown in
Figure 7. The inset shows a close-up of the low Ag coverage
region. Below 1.5 ML coverage, the average Ag particle

Figure 5. (a) He+ LEIS spectra (at a primary energy of 1 keV) for the
starting dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (red dots) and for 1.1 ML
adsorbed Ag (blue dots) at 300 K. (b) Integrated Ag (blue dots) and
O (red dots) LEIS intensities as a function of Ag coverage at 300 K on
the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (heated at ∼725 K for 10 min in an
oxygen pressure of 2 × 10−7 mbar). Ag and O peak intensities were
normalized with respect to that from high Ag coverages and the
starting dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface, respectively. The black dashed
lines correspond to the normalized LEIS intensities that would be
observed if Ag grew in a layer-by-layer fashion on a flat substrate.
Note that the blue and red dashed curves are only to guide the
reader’s eye.

Figure 6. Integrated Ag (blue dots) and O (red dots) LEIS intensities
versus Ag coverage up to 3 ML from Figure 5b. The blue solid line is a
linear fit with a slope of 0.41 for the Ag LEIS signal up to 1 ML Ag
coverage, above which the Ag LEIS signal starts to curve down so the
blue dashed line after that is only a guide to the eye. The red line does
not represent a best fit for the O LEIS signal but mirrors the blue line
with respect to the normalized LEIS intensity at 50%. The black
dashed lines correspond to the normalized LEIS intensities that would
be observed if Ag grew in a layer-by-layer fashion on a flat substrate.
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thickness increases slowly from 1.9 to 2.6 ML. Above 1.5 ML,
the average Ag particle thickness increases faster, reaching 6.8
ML by 7 ML coverage when a continuous film first forms.
3.5. Heat of Adsorption of Ag Vapor on dh-

HCa2Nb3O10(001). Figure 8 shows the differential heat of

adsorption of Ag on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface as a
function of Ag coverage at 300 K, averaged over three
experimental runs. We normalized the three runs individually
by adjusting the absolute optical reflectivity of the starting
surface (used in the heat signal calibration with heat from a
He−Ne laser at 632 nm) to set the heat of adsorption at high
coverages (>4 ML) equal to the known heat of sublimation of
bulk Ag(s) (285 kJ/mol64). When individually normalized in
this way, the three runs all showed the same coverage
dependences of heats.
In Figure 8, Ag coverage was separated by a gray dashed line

into two regions corresponding to different adsorption
behaviors. In Region 1, the heat of adsorption is initially
∼303 kJ/mol and increases slowly to ∼338 kJ/mol by 0.8 ML.
We attribute this initial rise to an increase in the average size
(lateral dimension or effective diameter) of the Ag 2D islands
(which were shown by LEIS earlier to have a nearly constant
thickness of 2−3 atomic layers in this coverage range,

increasing slightly with coverage). This increase in size results
in an increase in the average number of Ag−Ag nearest-
neighbor bonds formed per added Ag atom.14 Above 0.8 ML,
the heat decreases exponentially toward the heat of
sublimation of bulk Ag (285 kJ/mol64) by 4.5 ML (see
Region 2). We attribute this slow drop to the simple kinetic
competition between Ag atoms that adsorb in a structure
similar to that seen at ∼0.6−0.8 ML (i.e., at the edges of large
2D islands of Ag that are 2−3 atoms thick with a heat near 338
kJ/mol) or in a structure more similar to adsorbing on top of a
thick 3D film (i.e., on top of large 2D (and later, 3D) islands of
Ag with a heat near 285 kJ/mol). As the coverage increases, the
Ag atoms will naturally have a greater and greater probability
to adsorb in the second type structure, so the heat decreases
asymptotically to 285 kJ/mol. The integral (i.e., coverage-
averaged) heat of adsorption in the first ML is 320 kJ/mol.
The heats of adsorption of Ag atoms have been measured on

MgO(100) and on reducible oxide surfaces (e.g., CeO2−x(111)
and Fe3O4(111)) previously.

14,15,57 For comparison, the initial
heats of Ag adsorption were 176, 200, 220, and 230 kJ/mol on
MgO(100), CeO1.9(111), CeO1.8(111), and Fe3O4(111),
respectively.14,15,57 The much stronger binding strength of
Ag atoms seen here on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (303
kJ/mol) indicates that this mixed-oxide support stabilizes Ag
nanoparticles better than those simple oxide supports. Strong
interfacial interactions between late transition metal/metal
oxide nanoparticles and the layered dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
nanosheets have also been found by liquid-phase isothermal
titration calorimetry (ITC), electron microscopy, and density
functional theory (DFT) calculations, showing that nano-
particles on supports with exothermic heats of interaction were
stabilized against sintering.37,38 Our high heats of adsorption at
low coverages measured in UHV agree with these findings.

3.6. Chemical Reaction between Ag Atoms and dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001). Figure 9 shows the XPS spectra and peak
fits of Ag 3d for the adsorbed Ag nanoparticles and O 1s, Nb
3d, and Ca 2p in the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 support at 0 and 1.1 ML
Ag coverages. Each peak was fitted with the product of a
Gaussian and Lorentzian function after subtraction of a Shirley
baseline.65,66 The overlapping Ag 3d doublets (blue dots) and
Nb 2p doublets (red dots) are deconvoluted in Figure 9a. No
noticeable change in line shape was detected for Nb 3d and Ca
2p peaks after Ag deposition, but they all shifted to higher
binding energies (BE) by 0.3−0.4 eV (see Figure 10 below).
For O 1s, a second peak at ∼2 eV higher BE appeared after Ag
was deposited on the surface. This Ag-induced component is
labeled as O2, and the original and main O 1s component at a
lower BE is labeled as O1.
Figure 10 shows the core−electron XPS BE shifts for Ag and

for all the elements in the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 support as a
function of Ag coverage at 300 K. The BE shift of O 1s in
Figure 10b is represented by the BE shift of the O 1s peak’s
centroid or “center line” (the integrated area is the same on
both sides of the line). The BE of Ag 3d5/2 starts high after the
first Ag dose (0.18 ML), drops rapidly by 0.35 eV after the
second Ag dose (0.36 ML), and then stays nearly constant at
higher coverages, eventually decreasing slightly to reach the BE
of 367.9 eV expected for bulk Ag(s)53 at 6.8 ML. The high Ag
BE at the lowest coverage is attributed mainly to electron
transfer from Ag to the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 support at very low
coverage, which causes the Ag to be partially positively charged
(i.e., higher XPS BE than at higher coverages where Ag
becomes bulklike). Janik and co-workers also discovered from

Figure 7. Average Ag nanoparticle thickness (as measured by LEIS)
as a function of Ag coverage at 300 K. The inset shows a close-up of
the low-coverage region. The thickness of 1 ML is 0.236 nm, which is
the layer-to-layer separation between Ag(111) layers.

Figure 8. Differential heat of adsorption of Ag atoms on dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface (heated at ∼725 K for 10 min in an
oxygen pressure of 2 × 10−7 mbar) as a function of Ag coverage at
300 K. Ag coverage is separated by a gray dashed line into 2 regions,
corresponding to different adsorption behaviors (see text). Note that
the black lines are best fits to the data with a straight line in Region 1
and an exponential decay in Region 2.
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DFT calculations and Bader charge analysis that, for all the
adsorbed transition metals they studied, there was significant
transfer of electron density from the metal atoms to the
HCa2Nb3O10(001) support, with the metal adatom having a
charge of +0.68 in the case of Ag,38 consistent with our

observation. As seen here, the Ag stops donating electrons to
the oxide support at higher coverages, so the Ag BE stabilizes.
The XPS BEs of metal nanoparticles (even when neutral) shift
weakly to higher BE with decreasing particle size because there
is less final-state relaxation of the core hole via screening by

Figure 9. XPS spectra (hν = 1486.6 eV) and peak fits of the elements: (a) Ag 3d for the adsorbed Ag nanoparticles and (b) O 1s, (c) Nb 3d, and
(d) Ca 2p in the dh-HCa2Nb3O10 support, plotted for the starting clean dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface and after adsorbing 1.1 ML of Ag at 300 K.
The O 1s peak at 1.1 ML Ag coverage was fitted with two components labeled as O1, ascribed to the nonbonding O atoms (mostly subsurface O
atoms) of the perovskite support, and O2, the surface oxygen atoms that are in closer contact to the cationically adsorbed Ag. The overlapping Ag
3d doublets (blue dots) and Nb 2p doublets (red dots) are deconvoluted in (a).

Figure 10. Core−electron XPS binding energy shifts with Ag coverage at 300 K for (a) Ag 3d5/2 for the adsorbed Ag nanoparticles and (b) O 1s,
(c) Nb 3d5/2, and (d) Ca 2p3/2 in the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) support. The BE shift of the O 1s peak in (b) is represented by the BE shift of the O
1s peak’s centroid or center line, on both sides of which the integrated area is the same. All spectra have been energy-referenced to the Ag 3d5/2
peak for bulk Ag(s) (367.9 eV).53
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conduction electrons in smaller particles than in bulk
metal.67−69 (The strength of the screening increases with
metal coverage or particle size.) This effect may be responsible
for the small Ag BE shifts at higher coverages here.
The core-level BEs for all the support elements (and the

residual C impurity) shift by ∼0.3 eV to higher BE with the
first Ag dose (Figure 10). As noted earlier, this Ag has a
significant positive charge. These uniform shifts of the support
elements’ XPS peaks indicate that at least some of the electron
density from this Agδ+ transfers deeper into the sample than
the XPS probe depth. This gives rise to a band-bending-like
effect, where all the atoms within the XPS probe depth feel this
positive charge (of Agδ+ nearby), and so all their electrons get
stabilized, shifting to higher BEs by the same ∼0.3 eV. This
same effect has frequently been seen upon metal adsorption on
thick semiconducting oxide crystals, where the electron
donated from the metal is delocalized deep into the bulk of
the oxide, so that the surface atoms of the oxide feel the nearby
metal atom’s positive charge and shift to higher BE upon metal
adsorption.68 After that first Ag dose, the new Ag is neutral and
the effect stops, so the BEs of the support elements nearly
stabilize (increasing only slightly by an additional ∼0.1 eV for
Nb and Ca and by ∼0.2 eV for O). The O2 component of the
O 1s peak appeared after the first Ag dose (0.18 ML), and
because it is ∼2 eV higher in BE than the main peak, it
dominates the overall shift of the O 1s centroid.
Figure 11 shows the XPS intensity of the O2 component of

the O 1s peak normalized to the total O 1s intensity of the Ag-

free starting surface. As seen, the O2 intensity almost plateaus
already after the first dose of Ag (0.18 ML), just as the electron
transfer from Ag to the support occurs mainly from the Ag in
this first 0.18 ML, where the Ag takes the form of Agδ+. This
indicates that the O2 atoms are those that are closest to this
Agδ+. This raises the question: How deeply are we measuring
this O2 component? The mean free path of the O 1s electrons
at their kinetic energy measured here is estimated to be 1.67
nm based on eq 5 in ref 70. Because detection is normal to the
surface, this equals the O 1s probe depth. There are ∼8 layers
of O atoms within this depth of the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
surface (see Figure 1). The large contribution from the O2

component (∼16% after 0.18 ML) suggests that both of the
first two layers of O atoms must be included in this component
because the first O layer includes only ∼9% of the O atoms in
this probe depth. The first two O layers hold 27% because
there are twice as many O atoms in the second layer. The

observed 16% contribution from the O2 component suggests
that it corresponds to all the O atoms in the first O layer and
roughly half of those in the second layer. At the Ag coverage of
0.18 ML, this corresponds to roughly five O2-type O atoms
created for every Agδ+ atom. An idealized c(2 × 2)-Ag
overlayer on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) (which corresponds to a
similar coverage of 0.24 ML) would have one Agδ+ for every
two surface O atoms. It appears that both of these surface
oxygen atoms plus the two or three nearest O atoms in the
second layer would need to have O 1s binding energies
strongly affected by each Agδ+ to explain the large XPS signal
from this O2 component. This does not seem unreasonable.

3.7. Adhesion Energy and Sinter Resistance for Ag
Adsorption on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001). The connection
between adsorption and adhesion energies has been discussed
in detail elsewhere,14,68 and their mathematical relationship is
represented by14

∑ γΔ = − ·Δ + + · · − ·νH n H f A A E(1 )
n

ads sub r /m adh
(1)

where ∑nΔHads is the sum of the adsorption enthalpies over n
metal adatoms, ΔHsub is the metal’s bulk sublimation enthalpy,
A is the area covered by the metal particles, f r is the roughness
factor to account for the surface roughness of the metal
particles, γν/m is the surface energy of the bulk metal solid (γν/m
is 1.22 J/m2 for bulk Ag5,13−15), and Eadh is the metal’s
adhesion energy to the support. Our LEIS results show that Ag
grows as 2D islands that cover most of the surface before
thickening and that ∼96% of the surface is covered by Ag
already by 4.4 ML. This indicates that the surface is very
smooth at 4.5 ML, so we will assume that f r is 1.00 here.
To estimate the adhesion energy for Ag adsorption on dh-

HCa2Nb3O10(001) using eq 1, we must integrate the heat of
adsorption versus coverage up to a coverage where ΔHads is no
longer different from ΔHsub.

47 Using the data from Figure 8
and integrating up to 4.5 ML, the adhesion energy for Ag
adsorption on dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) is estimated to be 4.33 J/
m2. This is larger than twice the surface energy of Ag (2 × 1.22
J/m2), which means that Ag wets this surface at equilibrium.68

For comparison, Ag growth on MgO(100), CeO1.9(111),
and Fe3O4(111) at 300 K gives number densities of 2.5 × 1012,
4.0 × 1012, and 4.0 × 1012 particles/cm2 and adhesion energies
of 0.3 ± 0.3, 2.3 ± 0.3, and 2.5 ± 0.3 J/m2, respectively.13−15,57

The higher adhesion energy of Ag to dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
indicates a very strong interaction between Ag(s) and the dh-
HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface.
This large adhesion energy of Ag to this Ca niobate(001)

surface helps explain the stabilization of Rh nanoparticles
against sintering reported on this same Ca niobate support.37

While Ag and Rh are different, we have found that the
adhesion energies of late transition metals to a given oxide
support surface strongly correlate with each other and that
when one such metal element has a higher adhesion energy to
one given oxide surface compared to another so too do all the
late transition metals.12 As we have also shown, the higher the
Eadh, the lower is the metal atom’s chemical potential at a given
particle size and the slower is the sintering rate.12 This is
qualitatively consistent with the earlier explanation for this
unusually strong sinter-resistance imparted by this Ca niobate
support based on solution-phase adsorption calorimetry and
DFT calculations.37,38 We can use the adhesion energy
correlation mentioned earlier together with the value measured
here for Ag on this Ca niobate(001) surface (4.33 J/m2) to

Figure 11. Integrated XPS intensity of the O2 component of the O 1s
peak, normalized to the total integrated O 1s peak for the starting
surface (before dosing Ag).
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predict Eadh for other late transion metals to this mixed oxide
surface. That correlation showed that Eadh increases linearly
with [(ΔHsub,M − ΔHf,MOx)/NA]/ΩM

2/3, which is a measure of
the oxophilicity of the metal element per unit surface area.12

Here, ΔHsub,M is the bulk heat of sublimation of the metal M,
ΔHf,MOx is the heat of formation of its most stable bulk oxide
(per mole of metal atoms), and ΩM is the volume per atom in
the bulk metal, so that ΩM

2/3 provides an estimate of the area
per metal atom at the interface. The slope is 0.146 for the two
oxides that have been studied, and this x-axis value
(oxophilicity per area) for Ag is 7.5 J/m2.12 For Rh, this x
value is 23 J/m2. Assuming the same slope as found for the
other oxides, this correlation can be extrapolated from this Eadh
value for Ag (4.33 J/m2) to predict that Eadh equals ∼6.6 J/m2

for Rh to this Ca niobate(001) surface. This is larger than
twice the surface energy of Rh (2 × 2.33 J/m2), which means
that Rh is also predicted to wet this surface at equilibrium.
(The surface energy of Rh used here is from ref 71.)
The question arises as to why the adhesion energy of Ag

(and probably other later transition metals) is higher to this Ca
niobate surface than to other oxide surfaces that have been
studied (MgO(100), CeO1.9(111), and Fe3O4(111)). We have
shown that the adhesion energies of the same late transition
metal to different oxide surfaces (divided by the number of
moles of coordinatively unsaturated surface oxygen atoms per
unit area) decrease crudely with the enthalpy cost (per mole of
O atoms) to reduce that oxide to the pure metal or, if that
metal has a stable oxide of lower oxidation state, to that next
lower oxide plus O2(gas), calculated using standard heats of
formation.12,72 There are ∼6.74 × 1014 O atoms/cm2 on this
Ca niobate surface, which is less than on these other three
oxide surfaces, so that density does not explain the high
adhesion energy here. We do not know of thermodynamic data
that would allow us to estimate the enthalpy cost to reduce this
Ca niobate to its next lower oxidation state, but it is relatively
easy to partially reduce it.73 It has also been proposed on the
basis of DFT calculations that the strength of bonding of single
late transition metal atoms to different oxide surfaces correlates
inversely with the oxygen vacancy formation energy of the
oxide.74 Although these results are promising, it seems that we
are not yet able to predict how the adhesion energy for a given
metal varies between different oxide surfaces. Quantum
mechanical calculations may help achieve this in the future.
For example, DFT calculations have shown that single
transition metal atoms and 4-atom metal clusters bond more
strongly to Ca niobate than to silica surfaces, consistent with
isothermal titration calorimetry measurements.38

In single-crystal adsorption calorimetry, our group has often
seen evidence for the presence of more strongly bonding defect
sites such as terrace-edge or step sites as a higher heat of
adsorption during the first few pulses of gas, after which the
heat drops as the defect sites get saturated.75−77 For example,
this was clearly seen for Cu and Ni adsorption on CeO2(111)
at 300 K, where these defects (which cover only ∼5% of the
surface) had higher heats by 30−60 kJ/mol than terraces.76,77

However, this was not seen for Ag or Au on CeO2(111) at 300
K, even when prepared in the same way.57,78 Nevertheless,
comparing heats at 100 versus 300 K did show that Au also
binds more strongly initially at 300 K, where it can more easily
diffuse to defects at terrace edges than at 100 K.78 Those data
were interpreted in terms of a 27 kJ/mol higher heart of
adsorption at these defects. Thus, it seems likely that Ag also
binds more strongly to defects at terrace edges on CeO2(111)

than to terrace sites. The same is likely to also be the case here
on this Ca niobate surface, and perhaps that could be seen by
doing experiments also at 100 K (which was not possible in the
apparatus used here). Still, there is nothing in the data
measured here to suggest that there was a larger contribution
from defect sites than seen in our studies of metal adsorption
on other single crystal oxide surfaces. Indeed, this is expected
given the large size of the nanosheet crystals used here to
prepare this surface. It is important to note that the height of
the nanosheet edges (ca. 1.5 nm) is very small relative to the
lateral dimensions of the single-crystalline Ca niobate nano-
sheets, which are typically in the range of hundreds of nm.
Therefore, we do not expect that reaction at edge sites
contributed significantly to the measured thermochemical
values here.

4. CONCLUSIONS
Unilamellar HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets were easily deposited
onto a LiTaO3 heat detector as single-crystalline thin films
using LB techniques. The AFM images show that these
nanosheets are flat and have an average lateral dimension larger
than 1 μm (the ratio of terrace to sheet-edge sites is huge). To
obtain a relatively clean, dehydrated HCa2Nb3O10(001)
surface, the nanosheets were first heated to 725 K in a low
oxygen pressure. These results demonstrate for the first time a
new and easy way to apply surface science techniques derived
for simple single-crystal surfaces to the complex surfaces of
mixed oxides, using LB-deposited perovskite nanosheets. The
He+ LEIS and adsorption calorimetry results show that Ag
grows on the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) surface as 2D islands that
are mostly two layers and some three layers thick with a
coverage-averaged heat of adsorption of ∼320 kJ/mol in the
first monolayer. As the Ag coverage increases, Ag atoms add on
top of the 2D islands, making 3D nanoparticles and eventually
a continuous 3D film, with the heat of adsorption reaching the
sublimation enthalpy of bulk Ag(s), 285 kJ/mol. A very high
adhesion energy of Ag(s) to dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001) of 4.33 J/
m2 is estimated from the heats of adsorption and explains why
this dh-HCa2Nb3O10 support imparts unusual stability against
sintering to transition metal nanoparticles. At very low
coverages, Ag is in the form of Agδ+, which causes a ∼2 eV
shift to higher binding energy of the O 1s XPS peaks of nearby
O atoms in the first two layers of the dh-HCa2Nb3O10(001)
support. Some of the electron density from this Agδ+ transfers
deeper into the sample than the XPS probe depth, causing the
∼0.3 eV band-bending seen in all the support elements’ core
levels. Above 0.18 ML, Ag adsorbs in neutral form.
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