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METHOD AND HISTORIOGRAPHY  
 
Bourdieu, Pierre. “Intellectual Field and Creative Project,” Social Science Information 8.2 (April 1969): 

89-119. 
 
Isaac, Joel, James T. Kloppenberg, Michael O’Brien, and Jennifer Ratner-Rosenhagen, eds., The 

Worlds of American Intellectual History (2016). 
 
LaCapra, Dominick. “Rethinking Intellectual History and Reading Texts,” in Rethinking Intellectual 
 History: Texts, Context, Language (1983). 
 
McMahon, Darrin M., and Samuel Moyn, eds., Rethinking Modern European Intellectual History (2014). 
 
Moyn, Samuel, and Andrew Sartori, eds., Global Intellectual History. (2013). 
 
Skinner, Quentin. “Meaning and Understanding in the History of Ideas.” History and Theory 8, 1 

(1969), 3-53. 
 
Toews, John. “Intellectual History after the Linguistic Turn: The Autonomy of Meaning and the 

Irreducibility of Experience.” American Historical Review, 92.4 (October 1987), 879-907. 
 
Williams, Raymond. “Structures of Feeling” and “The Sociology of Culture,” in Marxism and 

Literature (1977). 
 
SOCIETY 
 
Enlightenment Origins and European Social Thought 
 
Primary 
 
Émile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society (1893); The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (1912) 
Max Weber, “‘Objectivity’ in Social Science,” (1905); The Vocation Lectures (1917); excerpts from 

Economy and Society (1921) 
*Marcel Mauss, The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies (1925) 
Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents (1930) 
 
Secondary 
 
Aaron, Raymond. Main Currents in Sociological Thought, vol. 2 (1998 [1967]). 
 



 

   

Baker, Keith Michael. “Enlightenment and the Institution of Society: Notes for a Conceptual 
 History,” in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani, eds., Civil Society: History and Possibilities 
 (2001). 84-104. 
 
Barberis, Daniela S. “In Search of an Object: Organicist Sociology and the Reality of Society in Fin-
 de-Siècle France.” History of the Human Sciences 16.3 (2003): 51-72. 
 
Hughes, H. Stuart. Consciousness and Society (2002 [1958]). 
 
Lukes, Steven. Emile Durkheim: His Life and Work. A Historical and Critical Study (1985 [1975]). 
 
Scaff, Lawrence A. Fleeing the Iron Cage: Culture, Politics, and Modernity in the Thought of Max Weber 
 (1991). 
 
Atlantic Crossings and the Science of the Social 
 
Primary 
 
William James, Pragmatism (1907) 
John Dewey, The Public and its Problems (1927) 
 
Secondary 
 
*Brick, Howard. Transcending Capitalism: Visions of a New Society in Modern American Thought (2006). 
 
Haskell, Thomas L. The Emergence of Professional Social Science: The American Social Science Association and 

the Nineteenth-Century Crisis of Authority (2000 [1977]). 
 
Kloppenberg, James T. “Pragmatism: An Old Name for Some New Ways of Thinking?” Journal of 

American History 83 (1996), 100-138. 
 
Livingston, James. Pragmatism and the Political Economy of Cultural Revolution, 1850–1940 (1994). 
 
Rodgers, Daniel T. “An Age of Social Politics,” in Thomas Bend, ed., Rethinking American History in a 
 Global Age (2002): 250-273. 
 
  
ECONOMY 
 
Roots of the Economic: Political Economy and the Marginal Revolution 
 
Primary  
 
Alfred Marshall, Principles of Economics (1890) 
 
Secondary 
 



 

   

Blaug, Mark. “The Marginal Revolution” in Economic Theory in Retrospect (1997): 277-310  
Groenewegen, Peter. “English Marginalism: Jevons, Marshall, and Pigou,” in Warren J. Samuels, Jeff 
 E. Biddle and John B. Davis, eds., A Companion to the History of Economic Thought (2003): 246-
 61. 
 
Mirowski, Philip. More Heat than Light: Economics as Social Physics, Physics as Nature's Economics (1989). 
 
Schabas, Margaret. “Constructing ‘The Economy,’” Philosophy of the Social Sciences 39.3 (Jan. 2009): 3-
 19 
 
Tribe, Keith. The Economy of the Word: Language, History, and Economics (2015). 
  
Keynesianism, the Neoclassical Synthesis, and Neoliberalism 
 
Primary 
 
John Maynard Keynes, The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money (1936). 
Gary S. Becker, Human Capital: A Theoretical and Empirical Analysis With Special Reference to Education  
 (1993 [1964]). 
 
Secondary 
 
*Brick, Howard. Transcending Capitalism: Visions of a New Society in Modern American Thought (2006). 
 
Mann, Geoff. In the Long Run We Are All Dead: Keynesianism, Political Economy, and Revolution (2017).  
 
Slobodian, Quinn, Globalists: The End of Empire and the Birth of Neoliberalism (2018). 
 
Mitchell, Timothy. “Fixing the Economy.” Cultural Studies 12.1 (1998): 82-101. 
 
Moral Economies, Moral Critiques 
 
Primary: 
 
Karl Marx, The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, “The Communist Manifesto”, and all 
 selections from Capital, Vol. 1 found in Tucker, ed. The Marx-Engels Reader. 
*Marcel Mauss, The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies (1925) 
Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation (1944) 
Marshall Sahlins, Stone Age Economics (1974) 
 
Secondary 
 
Ghosh, Peter. “Constructing Marx in the History of Ideas.” Global Intellectual History 2:2 (2017): 124-
 168. 
 
Rogan, Tim. The Moral Economists: R. H. Tawney, Karl Polanyi, E. P. Thompson, and the Critique of 
 Capitalism (2017). 
 



 

   

 
CULTURE 
 
Anthropological Theories of Culture: Boasian Relativism, British Functionalism 
 
Primary 
 
Franz Boas, The Mind of Primitive Man (1911) 
A.L. Kroeber, “The Superorganic,” American Anthropologist 19.2 (1917): 163-213. 
Ruth Benedict, Patterns of Culture (1934) 
A.R. Radcliffe-Brown, Structure and Function in Primitive Society (1952) 
 
Secondary 
 
Colón, Gabriel Alejandro Torres, and Charles A. Hobbs. “The Intertwining of Culture and Nature: 
 Franz Boas, John Dewey, and Deweyan Strands of American Anthropology.” Journal of the 
 History of Ideas 76.1 (2015): 139–62. 
 
Gilkeson, Jr., John S. “The Domestication of ‘Culture’ in Interwar America, 1919-1941” in JoAnne 
 Brown and David K. Van, ed., The Estate of Social Knowledge (1991). 
 
Paul, Robert A. “Colonialism, Capital, and the Rise of the Structural-Functionalist School of British 
 Anthropology.” History and Anthropology 27.2 (2016): 210–29. 
 
Stocking, Jr., George W. Race, Culture and Evolution: Essays in the History of Anthropology (1968). 
 
Stocking, George W. “Dr. Durkheim and Mr. Brown: Comparative Sociology at Cambridge in 
 1910,” in Stocking, ed., Functionalism Historicized: Essays on British Social Anthropology (): 106-
 130. 
 
Wilner, Isaiah. “Transformation Masks: Recollecting the Indigenous Origins of Modern Thought,” 
 in Wilner and Ned Blackhawk, eds., Indigenous Visions: Rediscovering the World of Franz Boas 
 (2018). 
 
Structuralism, Semiotics, and the Cultural Turn 
 
Primary 
 
Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Savage Mind (1966 [1962]) 
Michel Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (1970 [1966]); Discipline and 

Punish: The Birth of the Prison (1977 [1975]) 
Jacques Derrida, “Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences.” Writing and 
 Difference (1978 [1966]). 
Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures (1973) 
 
Secondary 
 
Dosse, François. History of Structuralism: The Rising Sign 1945-1966 (1998 [1991]). 



 

   

 
Dreyfus, Herbert and Paul Rabinow. Michel Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics (1983). 
 
Judt, Tony. Past Imperfect: French Intellectuals, 1944-1956 (2011 [1992]). 
 
 


