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Avicenna Study Group. 1st ed. Leiden ; Boston: Brill, 2003.  

3. Richard Walzer. Greek into Arabic : Essays on Islamic Philosophy. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 1962.  

4. Leo Strauss and Joseph Cropsey. History of Political Philosophy / Edited by Leo 
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The Periods of Islamic Intellectual History  
 

Classical Period: VII-XI Centuries. 

Overview: We begin with the development of early currents of philosophy in the early 

centuries after revelation, which coincided with developments in science, mathematics, 

geography, and history-writing—known even to the Western public as the “golden age” of 

Islam. Concurrently, there was a growth of a distinctly mystical path within Islam: taṣawwuf, 

or Sufism. 

 

Key scholars 

1. al-Hasan al-Basri (d. 110/728) 

2. Jafar al-Sadiq (d. 148/765) 

3. Abu Hanifah (d. 150/767) 

4. Ibrahim ibn Adham (d. 161/778 [?]) 

5. Malik ibn Anas (d. 179/795) 

6. Al-Shafi'i (d. 204/820) 

7. Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi (d. 232/847) 

8. Bayazid Bastami (d. 234/848 [?]) 

9. Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241/855) 

10. Al-Kindi (d. 259/ 873)  

11. Mansour al-Hallaj (d. 309/922) 

12. Abū Bakr al-Rāzī (d. 323/935?) 

13. Abu Hasan al-Ash'ari (d. 324/ 936) 

14. Abu Nasr Muhammad al-Farabi (d. 339/950) 

15. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) (d. 428/1037) 

16. Abu Rayhan al-Biruni (d. 453/1061 [?]) 

Islamic history and historiography  

1. Abu’l-Fażl Beyhaqi. Introduction and Translation of Years 421–423 A.H. (1030–1032 

A.D.). Translated by Mohsen Ashtiany and C. E. Bosworth. Ilex Foundation, October 

10, 2011. 

2. Abu Al-Abbas Ahmad Bin Jab Al-Baladhuri. The Origins of the Islamic State (Kitab 

Futuh al-Buldan). Gorgias Press LLC, October 1, 2002. 

3. C. Edmund Bosworth, ed. Historic Cities of the Islamic World. Leiden: Brill, 2007. 

4. Guy Le Strange. Baghdad During the Abbasid Caliphate. Kessinger Publishing, 

September 20, 2004. 

5. Guy Le Strange. The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate. Legare Street Press, October 27, 

2022. 

6. Henri Laoust. Histoire Du Hanbalisme. Editions Geuthner, December 31, 1959. 

7. Ibn Abi Yaqub. Kitab Al-Buldan. Translated by Abrahamus Wilhelmus Theodorus 

Juynboll. Nabu Press, August 28, 2011. 

8. Ibn Jubayr. The Travels of Ibn Jubayr: A Medieval Journey from Cordoba to Jerusalem. 

Translated by Robert Irwin. I.B. Tauris, November 14, 2019. 

9. Ibn Hawqal. Kitab Surat al-ard. Edited by J. H. Kramers. Bilingual edition. Brill 

Academic Pub, 2014. 



10. Nadja Danilenko. Picturing the Islamicate World : The Story of al-IṣṬAkhrī's Book of 

Routes and Realms. 2021.  

11. Al-Muqaddasi. The best divisions for knowledge of the regions: A Translation of Ahsan 

al-Taqasim fi Maʻrifat al-Aqalim. Translated by Basil Anthony Collins. Centre for 

Muslim Contribution to Civilization: Garnet Pub., 1994. 

12. Vladimir Minorsky. Hudud Al-Alam: The Regions of the World, A Persian Geography 

372 A.H.-982 A.D. 2021. 

 

Islamic philosophy and theology  

1. Dimitri Gutas. Greek Thought, Arabic Culture: The Graeco-Arabic Translation 

Movement in Baghdad and Early 'Abbasaid Society (2nd-4th/5th-10th c.). Routledge, 

1998. 

2. Peter Adamson, Studies on Plotinus and al-Kindī (Aldershot: 2014). 

3. Peter Adamson, The Arabic Plotinus: a Philosophical Study of the “Theology of 

Aristotle” (London: 2002). 

4. Dhanani, Alnoor. The Physical Theory of Kalām : Atoms, Space, and Void in Basrian 

Muʻtazilī Cosmology. Leiden: Brill, 1994. 

5. J. R. T. M Peters. God's Created Speech: A Study in the Speculative Theology of the 

Muʻtazilî Qâdî l-gudât Abûl-Hasan ʻAbd al-Jabbâr bn Ahmad al-Hamadânî. Brill, 

January 1, 1976. 

6. Al-Fārābī. Philosophy of Plato and Aristotle. Rev. ed. / with a foreword by Charles E. 

Butterworth and Thomas L. Pangle. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2001. 

7. Majid Fakhry. Al-Farabi, Founder of Islamic Neoplatonism: His Life, Works, and 

Influence. Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2002. 

8. D.L. Black, “Knowledge (ʿilm) and Certitude (yaqīn) in al-Fārābī’s Epistemology,” 

Arabic Sciences and Philosophy 16 (2006), 11-46. 

9. Margaret Larkin, The Theology of Meaning: 'Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's Theory of 

Discourse, Connecticut: American Oriental Society, 1915. 

10. Richard M. Frank. Classical Islamic Theology: The Ash`arites: Texts and Studies on 

the Development and History of Kalam. Edited by Dimitri Gutas. Vol. III. Routledge, 

August 28, 2008. 

11. Michael P. Arya. The Essential Avicenna (Ibn Sina). Xulon Press, September 29, 

2021. 

12. Avicenna,The Metaphysics of The Healing: A Parallel English-Arabic Text, M.E. 

Marmura (ed. and trans.). Provo (Utah): Brigham Young University Press, 2005.  

13. Dimitri Gutas. Avicenna and the Aristotelian Tradition: Introduction to Reading 

Avicenna's Philosophical Works. Brill, October 1, 1988. 

14. M.S. Zarepour, Necessary Existence and Monotheism: an Avicennian Account of the 

Islamic Conception of Divine Unity (Cambridge: 2022). 

15. Shlomo Pines, Studies in Abuʼl-Barakāt Al-Baghdādī: Physics and Metaphysics, 

Hebrew University Magnes Press (January 20, 2011) 

16. Wilferd Madelung. Studies in Medieval Muslim Thought and History. Edited by 

Sabine Schmidtke. Routledge, 1st edition, March 13, 2013. 

17. Herbert A. Davidson. Alfarabi, Avicenna, and Averroes, on Intellect: Their 

Cosmologies, Theories of the Active Intellect, and Theories of Human Intellect. 

Oxford University Press, September 24, 1992. 

18. J. McGinnis and D.R. Reisman (ed. and trans.), Classical Arabic Philosophy: an 

Anthology of Sources (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2007). 



 

Taṣawwuf (Sufism) 

1. William C. Chittick. Sufism: a Short Introduction, Oxford: 2000.  

2. Christopher Melchert, Before Sufism: early Islamic renunciant piety. Berlin, 2020.  

3. Alexander Knysh. Sufism: A New History of Islamic Mysticism. Princeton University 

Press, March 19, 2019. 

4. Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam. Chapel Hill, 1975. 

5. Reynold A. Nicholson, The Kashf al-mahjub, the oldest Persian treatise on Sufiism. 

Leiden and London, 1911. [=Al-Hujwiri, Kashf al-mahjub.]  

6. Arthur Buehler, Recognizing Sufism: Contemplation in the Islamic tradition. London, 

2016.  

7. Seyyed Hossein Nasr (ed.) Islamic Spirituality: Foundations. London, 1989. 

8. Sarah Sviri, ‘Mysticism in early Islam: the pre-compilations phase.’ In Herbert Berg 

(ed.), The Routledge Companion on Early Islam. London, 2018. 

9. L. Lewisohn, The Heritage of Sufism, volume 1: Classical Persian Sufism from its 

Origins to Rumi (700-1300), Oxford: 1999.  

10. Arthur J. Arberry. The Spiritual Physick of Rhazes. John Murray, January 1, 1950. 

11. Farid Al-Din Attar. Conference of the Birds: A Seeker's Journey to God. Weiser 

Books, October 1, 2001. 

12. Farid Al-Din Attar. Farid ad-Din 'Attar's Memorial of God's Friends: Lives and 

Sayings of Sufis. Translated by Paul Losensky. Paulist Press, January 1, 2009. 

13. Leonard Lewisohn, Christopher Shackle, Attar and the Persian Sufi Tradition: The Art 

of Spiritual Flight, London: I.B. Tauris Publishers, 2006 

14. Gerhard Böwering. The Mystical Vision of Existence in Classical Islam: The Qur'anic 

Hermeneutics of the Sufi Sahl At-Tustari (d.283/896). De Gruyter, October 1, 1979. 

15. Herbert Mason. "Hallaj and the Baghdad School of Sufism''. In Classical Persian 

Sufism: From its Origins to Rumi, edited by L. Lewisohn, 65-81. London: 1993. 

16. John O'Kane and Bernd Radtke. The Concept of Sainthood in Early Islamic 

Mysticism: Two Works by Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi. Routledge, February 29, 1996. 

17. Louis Massignon. The Passion of Al-Hallaj, Mystic and Martyr of Islam. Translated 

by Herbert Mason. V. I-IV. Princeton University Press, August 6, 2019. 

18. Tor Andrae, In the Garden of Myrtles: Studies in Early Islamic Mysticism. Albany, 

1987.  

19. Louis Massignon, Essay on the Origins of the Technical Language of Islamic 

Mysticism. Tr. Benjamin Clark. Notre Dame, 1997. 

20. Toshihiko Izutsu, 1977, “The Concept of Perpetual Creation in Islamic Mysticism and 

Zen Buddhism”, in Mélanges offerts à Henry Corbin, S. H. Nasr (ed.), Tehran: 

Institute of Islamic Studies, pp. 115–48; reprinted in Izutsu, Creation and the 

Timeless Order of Things, Ashland, Oregon: White Cloud Press, 1994, pp. 141–73. 

21. William C. Chittick. The Sufi Path of Knowledge. Albany, 1987. 

Islamic Law and Political Thought 

1. Joseph E. Lowry. Early Islamic Legal Theory: The Risala of Muhammad Ibn Idris Al-

Shafi-i. Brill Academic Pub, December 25, 2007. 

2. Joseph E. Lowry. The Epistle on Legal Theory. NYU Press, February 14, 2013. 

3. Muhammad Abu Zahra. The Four Imams: Their Lives, Works and Their Schools of 

Thought. Dar Al Taqwa, September 22, 2010. 

4. Qamar-ud-din Khan. Al-Mawardi's Theory of the State. Bazm-i-Iqbal, January 1, 1958. 



5. P. Adamson, Philosophy and Jurisprudence in the Islamic World (Berlin: 2019). 

6. W.B. Hallaq. The Origins and Evolution of Islamic Law (Cambridge: 2005). 

7. C. Melchert. The Formation of the Sunni Schools of Law (Leiden: 1997). 

8. J. Schacht. An Introduction to Islamic Law (Oxford: 1982). 

Islamic Architecture 

1. Boris A. Rosenfeld and Ekmeleddin İhsanoğlu. Mathematicians, Astronomers, and 

Other Scholars of Islamic Civilization and Their Works (7th-19th Centuries). İstanbul. 

2. Titus Burckhardt. Art of Islam, Language and Meaning. Commemorative edition. 

World Wisdom, March 16, 2009. 

3. Henri Stierlin. Islam: From Baghdad to Cordoba: Early Architecture From the 7th to 

the 13th Century. Taschen America LLC, March 1, 2009. 

4. Hossein Soltanzadeh and Mohammadreza Sadeghi Moghaddam Chokami. Sana'a, 

Structure, Historical Form, Architecture and Culture. Civil Engineering and 

Architecture, June 2015. 

5. Markus Hattstein and Peter Oelius. Islam Art and Architecture. H. F. Ullmann, 

December 31, 2009. 

6. Rina Talgam. "The Stylistic Origins of Umayyad Sculpture and Architectural 

Decoration''. Journal für Kunstgeschichte Nr. 4 (2004). 

 

Science and Medicine  

1. Al Biruni. The Book of Instruction in the Elements of the Art of Astrology. Translated 

by R Ramsay Wright. Kessinger Publishing, September 10, 2010. 

2. Roshdi Rashed. The Development of Arabic Mathematics: Between Arithmetic and 

Algebra. Translated by A. F. W. Armstrong. Springer-Science+Business Media, 1994. 

3. P. Horden, Music as Medicine: the History of Music Therapy Since Antiquity, 

Ashgate: 2000. 

 

For reference: English biographies of the Prophet Muhammad  

1. W. Montgomery Watt. Muhammad at Mecca. OUP Pakistan, 1st edition, December 1, 

1980. 

2. Martin Lings. Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources, 1983.   

3. Karen Armstrong. Muhammad: Biography of the Prophet, 2001.  

 

 

Key cities 

1. Jerusalem 

a. Eric H Cline. Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel. 

Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2004. 

b. Dore Gold. The Fight for Jerusalem: Radical Islam, The West, and the Future 

of the Holy City. Washington, DC: Regnery Publishing, 2007. 

2. Balkh 

a. "Balkh." In Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art & Architecture. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2009. 

3. Baghdad 



a. Clifford Edmund Bosworth. "Historic Cities of the Islamic World". Leiden: 

Brill, 2007. 

b. Guy Le Strange. Baghdad During the Abbasid Caliphate. Kessinger 

Publishing, September 20, 2004. 

4. Kufa 

a. Gerald R. Hawting. The First Dynasty of Islam. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 

2000. 

5. Basra 

a. Rudi Matthee. "Between Arabs, Turks and Iranians: The Town of Basra, 

1600-1700." Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University 

of London 69, no. 1 (2006): 53–78. 

6. Sistan 

a. Abd al-Husain Zarrinkub. "The Arab Conquest of Iran and Its Aftermath." In 

The Cambridge History of Iran, Volume 4: From the Arab Invasion to the 

Saljuqs, edited by R. N. Frye, 1–57. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1975. 

b. Touraj Daryaee. Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire. London: 

I.B. Tauris, 2009. 

7. Mecca 

a. Richard W. Bullet. What Life Was Like in the Lands of the Prophet: Islamic 

World, AD 570–1405. Alexandria, VA: Time-Life Books, 1999. 

8. Medina 

a. Abdulbasit A. Badr. Madinah, The Enlightened City: History and Landmarks. 

Medina: Al-Madinah Al Munawwarah Research & Studies Center, 2013. 

9. Wasit 

a. Ibn Battutah. The Travels of Ibn Battutah. Translated by Tim Mackintosh-

Smith. London: Picador, 2002. 

10. Nishapur 

a. Durand-Guédy, David. Cities of Medieval Iran. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020. 

b. Richard W. Bullet. The Patricians of Nishapur: A Study in Medieval Islamic 

Social History. ACLS History E-Book Project, December 31, 1899. 

11. Khorasan (region) 

a. H. A. R Gibb. The Arab Conquests in Central Asia. London: The Royal 

Asiatic Society, 1923. 

b. E.L. Daniel, The Political and Social History of Khurasan under Abbasid 

Rule, Chicago: Yy, 1979 

12. Samarra 

a. Chase F. Robinson. ed., A Medieval Islamic City Reconsidered: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach to Samarra. Oxford Studies in Islamic Art 14. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 

13. Marrakesh, 

a. Jamil M. Abun-Nasr. A History of the Maghrib in the Islamic Period. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

14. Córdoba 

a. C. Edmund Bosworth, ed., "Cordova." In Historic Cities of the Islamic World, 

97–99. Leiden: Brill, 2007. 

b. Mohammad Gharipour. Synagogues in the Islamic World: Architecture, 

Design and Identity. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2019. 

15. Granada 



a. Idris El Hareir and Ravane M’Baye, eds., The Spread of Islam Throughout the 

World. Paris: UNESCO, 2011. 

b. D. Fairchild Ruggles. Gardens, Landscape, and Vision in the Palaces of 

Islamic Spain. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 

2000. 

16. Zaragoza 

a. Corral Lafuente, José Luis. "El diseño urbano de la Zaragoza islámica." 

Revista del Instituto Egipcio de Estudios Islámicos 36 (2008): 191–213. 

 

 

 

 

  



Renaissance Period: XII-XVI Centuries. 

Overview: Although many of these scholars would be considered part of the “golden age” of 

Islam, and periodisation itself is never neat, we have designated the Renaissance period as 

principally the Islamic thought that emerged after the era of Avicenna and began with the 

considerable critique and re-evaluation of Islamic thought by al-Ghazali.  

 

Key scholars 

1. Imam al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111) 

2. Omar Khayyam (d. 526/1132 [?]) 

3. Abdul Qadir Gilani (d. 561/1166) 

4. Yahya ibn Habash Suhrawardi (d. 586/ 1191) 

5. Averroes (d. 594/ 1198) 

6. Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1201) 

7. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210) 

8. Attar of Nishapur (d. 618/1221) 

9. Ibn Arabi (d. 638/1240) 

10. Rumi (d. 672/1273) 

11. Nasir al-Din al-Tusi (d. 672/1274) 

12. Ibn al-Nafis (d. 687/1288) 

13. Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328) 

14. Al-Dhahabi (d. 748/1348) 

15. Dawud al-Qaysari (d. 751/1350) 

16. Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751/1350) 

17. Baha' al-Din Naqshband (d. 791/1389) 

18. Al-Taftazani (d. 792/1390) 

19. Hafez (d. 792/1390 [?]) 

20. Ibn Khaldun (d. 808/1406) 

21. Ali ibn Mohammed al-Jurjani (d. 816/1413) 

22. Ulugh Beg (d. 853/1449) 

23. Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852/1449) 

24. 'Abd ar-Rahman Jami (d. 898/1492) 

25. Jalal al-Din al-Dawani (d. 908/1502) 

26. Al-Suyuti (d. 911/1505) 

 

Islamic philosophy and theology 

1. al-Ghazali, The Incoherence of the Philosophers / Tahâfut al-falâsifa, a Parallel 

English-Arabic Text, M. E. Marmura (ed. and trans.), 2nd. ed., Provo (Utah): Brigham 

Young University Press, 2000.  

2. al-Ghazali, Ihya Ulum al-Din, 40 Vols. - Vols. translated by the Islamic Texts 

Society.  

3. Frank Griffel, Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology, Oxford University Press; reprint 

edition (November 2, 2010). 

4. W. M. Watt. The Faith and Practice of al-Ghazālī (London: 1951). Trans. Of 

Deliverance from Error (spiritual autobiography). 

5. T. Kukkonen, Ibn Tufayl: Living the Life of Reason (London: 2014). 



6. Barry Kogan. Averroes and the Metaphysics of Causation. State University of New 

York Press, October 1, 1985. 

7. Averroes, On the Harmony of Religion and Philosophy, trans. G.F. Hourani (London: 

1976). 

8. Ayman Shihadeh, Doubts on Avicenna, Brill Academic Pub; bilingual edition 

(October 8, 2015). 

9. Ayman Shihadeh, The Teleological Ethics of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Brill Academic 

Pub (March 23, 2006), 

10. Adi Setya, ‘The Theological-Scientific Research Program of the Mutakallimun: 

Intellectual Historical Context and Contemporary Concerns with Special Reference to 

Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī’, Journal of Islam & Science, Vol. 3 (Winter 2005) No. 2.  

11. Peter Adamson and Fedor Benevich, The Heirs of Avicenna: Philosophy in the 

Islamic East, 12-13th Centuries, 25 Sep 2023, Brill. 

12.  Z. Harvey, Physics and Metaphysics in Hasdai Crescas, Amsterdam: J.C. Gieben, 

1998 

13. Muhammed Iqbal, The Development of Metaphysics in Persia, London: Luzac 

Company, 1908 

14.  J. Walbridge and H. Ziai (ed. and trans.), Suhrawardī: The Philosophy of Illumination 

(Provo: 1999). 

 

 

Taṣawwuf (Sufism) 

1. Ayman Shihadeh, Sufism and Theology, Edinburgh University Press; 1st edition 

(November 21, 2007). 

2. al-Ghazali, Al-Ghazali on the Ninety-Nine Beautiful Names of God, trans. Tobias 

Mayer, Islamic Texts Society, 2005.  

3. al-Ghazali, The Niche of Lights: A Parallel English-Arabic Text, D. Buchman (ed. and 

trans.) Provo (Utah): Brigham Young University Press, 1998.  

4. Sherman A. Jackson. On the Boundaries of Theological Tolerance in Islam: Abū 

Ḥāmid Al-Ghazālī’s Fayṣal Al- Tafriqa Bayna Al-Islām Wa Al-Zandaqa. Karachi: 

Oxford University Press, 2002.  

5. Richard M. Frank. Al-Ghazālī and the Ash’arite School. Vol. (15). Duke University 

Press, 1994.  

6. Franklin Lewis, Rumi - Past and Present, East and West: The Life, Teachings, and 

Poetry of Jalal al-Din Rumi, One world Publications; 2nd Edition, Revised (1 Nov. 

2007) 

7. W.C. Chittick, The Sufi Path of Love: the Spiritual Teachings of Rumi (Albany: 

1983). 

8. R.A. Nicholson. The Mathnawi of Jalalu’ddin Rumi. London, 1929. 

9. Rumi, The Masnavi. Tr. Javad Mojaddedi. Oxford, 2004- (ongoing). 

10. A.J. Arberry. The Ruba‘iyat of Jalal al-Din Rumi. London, 1949.  

11. Jawid Mojaddedi, Beyond Dogma: Rumi’s Teachings on Friendship with God and 

Early Sufi Theories. Oxford and New York, 2012. 

12. Annemarie Schimmel, As through a veil: Mystical poetry in Islam. New York, 1982.  

13. Giovanni Maria Martini, ed., Visualizing Sufism: Studies on Graphic Representations 
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Wa Sulūk-i Ulu'l-Albāb [Sic]. 2003. Print. SUNY Series in Islam.  

2. Reynold Alleyne Nicholson. Studies in Islamic mysticism / by Reynold Alleyne 

Nicholson., Cambridge, 1921. 

3. Muhammad Iqbal, The Secrets of the self = (Asrár-i khudí) a philosophical poem, / by 

Sheikh Muhammad Iqbal of Lahore, tr. from the original Persian with introduction 

and notes by Reynold A. Nicholson., London, 1920. 

4. Louis Massignon. The Passion of Al-Hallaj, Mystic and Martyr of Islam, Volume 1-4 / 

Louis Massignon., Princeton, NJ, 2019. 

5. Annemarie Schimmel. Gabriel’s wing: a study into the religious ideas of Muhammad 

Iqbal / by Annemarie Schimmel., Leiden, 1963. 

6. Ziad Elmarsafy. Esoteric Islam in Modern French Thought: Massignon, Corbin, 

Jambet, 2021. 

7. Annemarie Schimmel. Deciphering the signs of God: a phenomenological approach 

to Islam / Annemarie Schimmel., Albany, NY, 1994. 

8. Henry Corbin, Spiritual Body and Celestial Earth, August 1989. 

9. Henry Corbin, ‘From Heidegger To Suhravardi: An Interview with Philippe Némo’, 

Association des amis de Henry et Stella Corbin. 

10. Frithjof Schuon, Dimensions of Islam (1970).  

11. Ruhollah Khomeini. The Mystery of Prayer: The Ascension of the Wayfarers and the 

Prayer of the Gnostics, trans. Sayyid Amjad Hussain Shah Naqavi (Brill, 2015). 

12. S.H. Nasr (ed.) Islamic Spirituality: Foundations. London, 1989. 

13. Toshihiko Izutsu, Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical 

Concepts, 2nd ed. Berkeley and London, 1984. 

Political thought 

1. Nikki R. Keddie. Sayyid Jamal ad-Din "al-Afghani”: A Political Biography (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1972). 

2. Cemil Aydin. The Idea of the Muslim World (Harvard University Press, 2017) 



3. Nikki R. Keddie, An Islamic Response to Imperialism: Political and Religious 

Writings of Sayyid Jamal ad-Din "al-Afghani". 1st ed. University of California Press, 

April 20, 1983. 

4. Tan Malaka, Communism and Pan-Islamism (1922). 

5. Syed Abul A’ala Mawdudi. The Islamic Way of Life (Cooperative office for Call and 

Guidance at Batha, 1996). 

6. Ali Shariati, Red Shi'ism: The Religion of Martyrdom; Black Shi'ism: The Religion of 

Mourning. 1975 (www.shariati.com).  

7. Sayyid Qutb, Milestones, 1964. 

8. Ali Rahnema. An Islamic Utopian: A Political Biography of Ali Shariati, June 2000. 

9. Seyyed Mahmood Taleqani. Islam and Ownership, trans. Ahmad Jabbari, Mazdâ 

Publishers,1983. 

10. Ruhollah Khomeini and Hamid Algar. Islam and Revolution: Writings and 

Declarations of Imam Khomeini, trans. Hamid Algar (NJ: Mizan Press, 1981). 

11. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam (ed.). A Critical Introduction to Khomeini, (Cambridge 

University Press, 2013). 

12. Abdolkarim Soroush. Reason, Freedom, and Democracy in Islam : Essential Writings 

of Abdolkarim Soroush. New York, N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

13. Faisal Devji and Zaheer Kazmi. eds., Islam after Liberalism, 2017. 

14. Irfan Ahmad. Religion As Critique: Islamic Critical Thinking from Mecca to the 

Marketplace, Chapel Hill, UNITED STATES, 2017.  

15. Ghamari-Tabrizi, Behrooz, Foucault in Iran: Islamic Revolution after the 

Enlightenment. (University of Minnesota Press, 2016). 

16. Ali Mirsepassi. Iran’s Troubled Modernity: Debating Ahmad Fardid’s Legacy. 

(Cambridge University Press, 2018.) 

17. Ali Rahnema. Pioneers of Islamic Revival (Zed Books, 1994). 

18. Christopher A. Bayly. Recovering Liberties: Indian Thought in the Age of Liberalism 

and Empire, Cambridge, 2011.  

7. Malcolm Kerr, Islamic Reform: the Political and Legal Theories of Muhammad Abduh 

and Rashid Rida, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1966. 

8. Faisal Devji, Landscapes of the Jihad: Militancy, Morality, Modernity, 2015.  

9. Sayed Khatab. The Political Thought of Sayyid Qutb: The Theory of Jahiliyyah. 

London: Routledge, 2006. 

10. Abdelwahab El-Affendi. Turabi’s Revaluation: Islam and Power in Sudan. London, 

1991. 

11. Raymond William Baker. Justice in Islam: The Quest for the Righteous Community 

From Abu Dharr to Muhammad Ali (New York, 2022).  

  



Key cities 

1. Cairo 

a. Nezar AlSayyad. Routledge Handbook on Cairo : Histories, Representations 

and Discourses / Edited by Nezar AlSayyad. 1st. 2022. Print.  

b. Khaled Fahmy. All the Pasha's Men : Mehmed Ali, His Army and the Making of 

Modern Egypt / Khaled Fahmy. 2002. Print.  

2. Beirut 

a. Andrew Arsan. Lebanon : A Country in Fragments. 2020. Print.  

b. Rula Jurdi Abisaab and Malek Hassan Abisaab. The Shiites of Lebanon: 

Modernism, Communism, and Hizbullah's Islamists, New York: Syracuse 

University Press, 2014. 

c. Zeina Maasri. Off the Wall: Political Posters of the Lebanese Civil War, 

London: I. B. Tauris, 2009. 

3. Istanbul 

a. Ibrahim M. Abu-Rabiʻ. Islam in Modern Turkey : An Intellectual Biography of 

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. 2005.  

4. Tehran (and Qum) 

a. Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi. Revolution and its Discontents: Political 

Thought and Reform in Iran. Cambridge, 2019. 

b. Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi. Foucault in Iran: Islamic Revolution after the 

Enlightenment. Minneapolis, UNITED STATES, 2016. 

c. Hamid Dabashi. Theology of Discontent: The Ideological Foundation of the 

Islamic Revolution in Iran. 1992. 

d. Peyman Vahabzadeh ed., Iran’s Struggles for Social Justice: Economics, 

Agency, Justice, Activism. Springer, 2017. 

5. Algiers 

a. Abdallah Laroui, L'Algérie et le Sahara marocain [Algeria and the Moroccan 

Sahara]. Casablanca: Serar. 1976. 

b. Arthur Asseraf, Electric News in Colonial Algeria. Oxford University Press, 

2019. 

6. Lahore (and Aligarh) 

a. Ian Talbot and Tahir Kamran. Colonial Lahore: A history of the city and beyond. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. 

b. Arnold J. Toynbee. Between Oxus and Jumna: A Journey in India, Pakistan, 

and Afghanistan, Oxford University Press; First Edition, 1961. 

c. Shruti Kapila. Violent fraternity: Indian political thought in the global age / 

Shruti Kapila. Princeton, New Jersey, 2021. 

d. Sheldon Pollock. Literary Cultures in History: Reconstructions from South 

Asia. Berkeley, 2003. 

7. Lago Maggiore (Eranos), Switzerland 

a. Steven Wasserstrom. Religion after Religion: Gershom Scholem, Mircea 

Eliade, and Henry Corbin at Eranos. 1999. (Princeton University Press, 1999). 

b. Hans Thomas Hakl, Eranos: an alternative intellectual history of the twentieth 

century / Hans Thomas Hakl ; translated by Christopher McIntosh ; with the 

collaboration of Hereward Tilton., Montreal, 2013. 

c. Ziad Elmarsafy, Esoteric Islam in Modern French Thought : Massignon, 

Corbin, Jambet. 2021.   

 


	Islamic Intellectual History – JHI Reading List
	Introductory works
	The Periods of Islamic Intellectual History
	Classical Period: VII-XI Centuries.
	Key scholars
	Islamic history and historiography
	Islamic philosophy and theology
	Taṣawwuf (Sufism)
	Islamic Law and Political Thought
	Islamic Architecture
	Science and Medicine
	For reference: English biographies of the Prophet Muhammad
	Key cities

	Renaissance Period: XII-XVI Centuries.
	Key scholars
	Islamic philosophy and theology
	Taṣawwuf (Sufism)
	Astronomy and Mathematics
	Islamic Law
	Islamic Architecture, Cartography, and Art
	Islamic historiography and political thought
	Islamic music
	Key cities

	Evaluation Period: XVII-XVIII Centuries.
	Key scholars
	Islamic philosophy and theology
	Islamic knowledge and empire
	Key cities

	Quest Period: XVIII-XIX Centuries.
	Key scholars
	Historiography/ history of Islam
	Islam and modernity
	Orientalists
	Mysticism
	Political thought
	Key cities



