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INTRODUCTION.

We recently produced a paper giving an update of our knowledge
and understanding of poltergeist phenomena, especlally those

we have had an opportunity to study in Canada. As noted there,
many of the day-to-day cases are relatively trivial, and it

is a comparatively easy task to unravel the problems and arrive
at a solution. It is probable that some of these cases, at
least, if not dealt with at an early stage, like a fever or
1nfectlous illness,would have become blown up into somethlng
much more complicated and difficult to unravel.

Some such cases, having come to the attention of the media,

have become overlaid with so many other factors that it has
become almost impossible to discover the truth of what really
happened and,generally speaklng,serlous investigators shy away
from them, 31mply because it 1s zlmost impossible to disentangle
truth from fiction. Also,many people become committed to one
explanation or another, and so controversy rages among the

investigators as well as those to whom the events happen.

One such case dis the story of the mysterious events that have
happened at Borley Rectory over the years. Borley is a small vilage,
a hamlet really, in the county of Suffolk in the south eastern
corner of England. - The events centred around the Rectory, the
home of the Anglican Vicar of the local church. It should be
noted that the appointment of a local vicar until very recent
years, and in some cases still does, rests with the local
landowners, usually those who own what are known as glebe lands,
or church lands. These local magnates have the complete say

as to who shall become the local vicar, provided he is properly
qualified and ordalned of course. The local landowners in this
case were a family named Bull, and for some generations members
of that family were functioning as the local rectors.

The story of Borley Rectory has been the subject of many

books, and endless magazine and newspaper articles, as well

as more serious papers in the various parapsychological

journals in the world. The story is not only extremely wellknovn
to parapsychologists, but to most members of the general

public in England, and to some extent in North America.

Even though the Rectory has been non-existent: since February
1939, when it was totally destroyed by fire, the site has been

a mecca for people hoping that some ghostly manifestations might
still occurr; and indeed, many allege that some of the phenomena
previously experienced in the Rectory now take place in the

ad jacent Anglican Church. People still take tape recorders

into the Church at night and record noises which they state are
supernatural in origin and part of the total 'haunting’ of

the Rectory. We in fact received one such recording only a

few months ago.
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Travel agents are always looklng for novelty in planning
holiday packages, and several agenc1es now offer tours of
haunted sites, particularly of sites in England where stories
of ghosts haunting stately homes abound. Top of the list

on many such trips is a visit to the site of Borley Rectory.

Despite all the research that has been done on this particular
haunting, and despite all the seepticism that such research has
aroused, many people still believe that Borley Rectory was,

and still is, the most haunted site in history.

We ourselves remember the Rectory becoming known to the general
public during the 1930's when the living was in the incumbency

of the Rev. Lionel Foyster, and at the time when the famous
'ghost hunter', Harry Price;made headline news in the Daily Mirror

newspaper w1th his investigations and alleged discoveries at the
site. Borley became a household word.

Later, in the 1950's we had opportunity to learn more

about the 'goings-on' in the company of Mr. Trevor Hall, who

was conducting an investigation on behalf of the British Society
for Psychical Research into the activities and experiences of
the Rev. and Mrs. Lionel Foyster during their term there. We
visited the site, the Church, and the various places of interest
connected with the life of Mrs. Foyster after theyleft the
Rectory, and after Mr. Foyster had died. We met people who had
known her, and the children she had left behind when she went

to the U.S.A. As a result of their investigations, and
particularly those of Trevor Hall into the 1life and background
of Marianne Foyster the British Society for Psychical Research
felt they had finally laid to rest the ghosts of Borley. But
it was not to be sol

Incidentally, it was as a result of that investigation by Mr.
Hall who was also under supervision by George Owen in his
conducting of telepathy tests for a Fellowship at Trinity College,
that we ourselves became especially interested in poltergeist
phenomena, and it was as a result of a direct suggestion by

him that a study was undertaken by George Owen to review all

the poltergeist literature available. The unspoken thought was

that we might find that all other cases were as patently fraudulent

as Trevor believed that Borley was, but in the event it turned
out the opposite. Borley is unique in its complications and
admixture of truth and fraud. But the matter rested in a
sort of 'no-man's' land for many years, believers continuing
to press their case that Borley was indeed haunted, and the
sceptics maintaining that the whole thing was a fraud from
start to finish.

In the fall of 1978, here in Canada, we had a further opportunity
to explore this interesting story. We were able to have
conversation with Marianne Foyster, and record her version

of what had happened. We were given a grant by the electors

to the Perrot Warwick Fellowship of Trinity College, Cambridge,

and we submitted a report to them, and to the Journal of
the British Soc1ety for Pgychical Research.

.
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However, we had promised Marianne Foyster that we would not
publish her story in any other form until after her death, for
reasons which will become obvious when reading the report,

and we have honoured that promise. Now, however, Marianne
has died, at the age of 86, and we feel we can make her story
known, and have it added to the 'soap opera' that has been
created from the story of Borley Rectory.



THE LEGEND OF BORLEY RECTORY.

Borley Rectory was built in the year 1863 and destroyed by fire
in February 1939, a relatively short life for a house of that
size and nature in England - a mere 76 years. But a great

deal of publicity was crammed into that short time, leaving

it with the reputation of having been the most haunted house

in England. Borley is a small village, not much more than

a hamlet, in the county of Suffolk; it is an agricultural
dstrict, which has been very prosperous in previous centuries
owing to the wool trade. However, at the time of the Industrial
Revolution, some 40 years earlier than l863,when the incumbent
Rector’buiit the Rectory the centre of the wool trade had been
moved to the north of England. The damp climate in Yorkshire

was more suited to the new processes of carding, spinning and
weaving the wool. Consequently Suffolk, and the surrounding
area. , which had been among the most densely populated part

of England,was suffering a decline; the population was waning,
the great ornate churches which had been built by the 'wool barons'
were half empty and the countryside was returning to a quiet
agricultural existance. :

The history of Borley falls roughly into five sections - the
period from 1863 - 1927 when it was inhabited first by the Rev.
Henry Bull, who built the house, and then variously by his
daughters and his son, the Rev. Harry Bull, who succeeded his
father as Rector of the parish.

During the latter part of 1928 and the first six months of

1929 the Rectory was lived in by the Rev. Eric Smith and his
wife, newcomers to the district, and recently returned from
India, where they had lived for some years. The Rev. Smith's
health occasioned their return to England, and Borley was their
first living in England.

When the Smiths left both the Rectory and parish in 1930 the
living remained vacant for six months, and then the Rev. Lionel

Foyster, a cousin of the Bull family was offered the living.

The Rev. Foyster was a man in his middle years, and like Mr.

Smith had had to return from an overseas living to England

for health reasons. He and his young wife had been living

in Nova Scotia, Canada, and they brought with them a small :
child, Adelaide. The Rev. Foyster was plagued with a particularly
virulent form of rheumatism.

During the two latter incumbencies, that of the Smiths and
Foysters, much publicity was given to the stories of the events
that were happening in the Rectory, and the Smiths, through their
daily newspaper, the Daily Mirror,sought the help of psychic
researchers. A well-known researcher of the time, Harry Price,
was commissioned by the newspaper to investigate the hauntings,
and to him we owe much, if not all, of the publicity that arose.
He subsequently wrote two books about the Rectory - The Most
Haunted House in England, and The End of Borley Rectory (1946).
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Harry Price was a well known and prolific psychic journalist
and it 1s probably right to emphasise that he was first ana
foremost a journalist, and his research was secondary to this.
He founded his own Research orgsnisation - The National
Laboratory of Psychical Research, later called the University
Council for Psychical Investigation (though this organization
had nothing at all to do with London University). He was

a foreign research officer for the American SPR and had conducted
a great number of investigations into the work of famous mediums -

in fact he largely specizlized in working with mediums.
His entry into the Borley story was crucial and responsible
for the tremendous notoriety of the whole story.

In 1935 the Foysters left the Rectory and the new rector asked

~the permission of the Bishop to live elsewhere. The place

was sO notorious; as well as being greatly rundown and
delapidated,it was an unattractive home! The parish was
shortly to be combined with another, and so the new rector took
up his residence at Liston. In 1937, after the Rectory had
been empty for eighteen months Harry Price rented it for

a year and moved in teams of investigators to see if they

could solve the mystery of the hauntings. This, of course,

was done with all due publicity through the newspapers with
which Price was assoclated. Advertisements were placed in

the papers asking for people to volunteer for a continual rota

of investigators, and some 48 people were chosen. The leaders
of this tesm were a Mr. S.H. Glanville, his son, Roger, and
Mr. Mark Kerr Pearse. During this period also the story

is enlarged and changed through the planchette writings of
Mr. Glanville's daughter, Helen.

Finally, when Price's tenancy lapsed at the end of his

year of investigations the rectory was bought by a Captain
Gregson in December 1938, and it was destroyed by fire in
mysterious circumstances at midnight on February 27th 1939.

It was subsequently discovered that Captain Gregson had an
unfortunate history where fires were concerned. Many of

his properties had been destroyed in this way, and he collected
handsomely on the insurancel :

But burning the Rectory did not destroy the legend, so
powerful had it become during the previous years as a result
of all Price's publicity. Even today, in 1986, people still
visit the site, groups of people band togeather to investigate
the ruins, and many of the poltergeist phenomena have been
alleged to be transferred to the church itself. People spend
nights in the church tape-recording zll the noises they hear,
and controversy still rages.

In 1944 the ruins of the rectory were finally demolished,
and during this demolition Price was around and photographed
a brick which he alleged was paranormally levitated. He
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was accompanied at that time by a reporter from the American
magazine LIFE.

So what were the strange and mysterious happenings going
on at this quiet country Rectory that led to it having an
international reputation for haunting?

We will give a brief outline of the events in chronological
order.

The period when the Bull family was in residence was between
1863 and 1927. The family had built the property, and owned

it, and subsequent Rectors who lived there were given the

living by the members of the Bull family. The last two
daughters, the Misses Bull were still around in the 1950's and
were interviewed by various investigators. During this

period the haunting followed the lines of what one might

call a traditional ghost story, very typical of many of

the stories built around the larger homes in a great part

of rural England. People walking the unlit country roads

on moonlight nights would report seeing phantom coaches,

pulled by headless horses, or driven by headless coachmen,

and these ‘ghosts' were seen on the roads leading to Borley.
There was also a legend, subsequently proved to have no foundation
in fact, that the Rectory itself was built on the site of an

old monastery. Although it was not built on such a site,

it would not have been remarkable if it had, as that district
had been full of churches, monastries, and nunneries during

the previous two or three hundred years, and the whole area
abounds in stories of ghostly nuns and monks. The particular
story attached to this (non-existent) monastery was again a
fairly well-used story - that of a monk and nun falling in

love and running away together. They were caught, the monk was
hanged, and the nun was bricked up in the walls of her nunnery.
There was a nunnery at Bures some 8 miles away from Borley.

But there 1s no evidence for the truth of this story. However
the nun was among the regular 'ghosts’ seen around the Rectory.
There were variations on the story, one was that the ghost

was the ghost of Arabella Waldegrave (of the noble family of that
name) brought against her will to Borley, another that it was
the ghost of a maidservant that the Rev. Henry Bull had ravished
and then murdered. There was also a story that the ghost was :
'0ld Amos' a previous gardener, and the ghost of Harry Bull himself
was said to have been seen. During the Bull incumbency the

ghost of the allegedly bricked up nun, plus the phantom coaches,
and headless horses were the favourites. As we have said these
types of story abound all over England, and especially in the
more remote rural areas of the Eastern parts of England. No
village, no large house of any standing or age, is without its

~ legend. One of us (Iris Owen) who lived her childhood in

rural eastern England remembers a number of such stories attached
to her own locality. If this were all that happened at Borley
the place would have long been forgotten.
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The story becomes more interesting when we look at the Smith
incumbency. By 1927 there were no more members of the Bull
family to serve as Rector, and the two Misses Bull, in whose
gift the living was vested, offered the charge to the Rev.
Eric Smith and his wife, a childless couple. Mr. Smith took
holy orders late in life, while he was working in India, and
subsequently his health failed him, and he was compelled to
return to England. They were assigned to Borley and later
Mrs. Smith recalled for investigators how appalled she was at
her firgt sight of the Rectory. (Perhaps one should explain
that although the Rectory and the gift of the living belonged to
the members of the Bull family, the rectors were also under
the jurisdiction of the Bishop, and if he accepted the living
on their behalf, they had to accept it!). Mrs. Smith
described the Rectory as being an enormous house, with 23
rooms, connected by 3 staircases on the two main floors, with
considerable cellerage in the basement, and storage room in
the roof. There was no central heating, no gas, or electricity,
or main water. The water supply was a well in theyard.

The house was cold, draughty and depressing. It was in 8
considerable state of disrepair, and infested with rodents.
Attached was a cottage, stables, harness rooms, and there

were nine acres of garden!. It was a daunting prospect for
an:elderly couple coming straight from the warm climate of
India, and the comparative luxury of the life of an Englishman
in the days of the Raj! :

The Smiths, being new to the district, of course were unaware
of the stories of the hauntings, but they cannot have been

left long in ignorance. Everyone in the locality knew the
storiesg, and the Smiths hired a very impressionable local girl,
who was well aware of the history. They laughed at the tales
of ghosts and ghostly activities, but they worried over the fact
that their parishioners might refuse to come to the rectory for
meetings because of its reputation. So, in their naivété they
decided to approach a psychical research society, hoping to
obtain an authoritative verdict that there was nothing sinister
about the place, and hoping to reassure their fearful '
parishioners. So they wrote to the Daily Mirror newspaper
asking for help in contacting such investigators andyof

course ,they got Harry Price and a reporter Mr. Wall. Not
only were the hopes and intentions of the Smiths unfulfilled,
but a spate of physical phenomena of many kinds immediately
broke out around the astonished and bewildered couple.

Hordes of curious sightseers descended upon them, even motor
coah tours were run to see the "Borley Ghost". The whole
situation got out of control. :

But the picture itself had changed from the kind of hauntings
reported in the Bull's time. Mr. Smith first reported the

sound of slow dragging footsteps across the floor of an unoccupied
room. A mysterious light appeared in one of the windows,

shining from an unoccupied room, and where there was no light.

Whisperings and voices were heard in thin air, with no-one
present. Ghosts were seen, nuns, coaches, and other figures.
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Objects were moved, in some cases hurled about - a candlestick
was hurled downstair and smashed against the stove, and other
small objects, mothballs, pebbles, and the like. Bells rang

of their own volition. The Rectory was fitted with old-fashioned
type bellsy a rope would be pulled in the various rooms, and

the bell would ring in the kitchen. These bells were constantly
ringing of their own accord. Knockings were heard in the

walls and coming from the back of a mirror.

Price and his assistants were fully involved in.the investigations
at this stage, and every event was being reported faithfully
in the daily newspapers. The situation was totally out of hand.

The Smiths found it unbearable, and managed to persuade :
the Bishop to move them, and in the middle of 1929 they moved
out. The Rectory was vacant for about six months.

It will be noted that,whereas during the time the Bulls lived
in the house the events reported were mainly reports of ghosts,
during the time the Smiths were in residence the phenomena
were predominantly of the poltergeist type, mixed with some
reports of ghosts having been seen. Also, the situation
having become known to many people, including Harry Price,

the chances of any newcomer to the Rectory not being aware

of the hlstory were non-existent. When the Foysters

arrived in 1930 they could not have failed to have been

made aware of all the goings on.

It is important for the reader to be aware of the circumstances
under which the reporting of the events at Borley during

the Foyster incumbency was done. During the time of the Bulls,
any knowledge of the reputed hauntings was conveyed by

word of mouth, local gossip, stories etc, and nothing was
printed. The Smiths called in the news media, and all of

the events that happened during their time were reported

to the newspapers through Price. Things were done differently
for the Foysters. The Rev. Foyster kept a diary of the
happenings and,although he initially sought the help and advice
of Harry Price, Prlce did in fact pay only one visit (perhaps
two) to the Rectory during the whole period of the Foyster
tenancy. On that first visit he accused Marianne Foyster

of producing the phenomena herself, and she was so outraged

by this suggestion that she refused to have him in the house
again. After Foyster's death, and after Marianne had left

the Rectory, Price got hold of the manuscript of Foyster's
diary and reprinted it under the title beforementioned The

Most Haunted House in Fngland. Price himself did not witness
any of the phenomena he so graphically describes in the book,

he merely rewrote Foyster's accounts. Foyster wrote two
manuscripts, the first diary he sent to Price for comment

and criticism. Price kept it for some time, and when asked

for its return he claimed he lad lost it. Foyster then rewrote
the manuscript, which accounts for some discrepancies in

the accounts, and after Foyster's death it was left to

his sikter, from whom Price subsequently obtained a copy.
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So it will be seen thatyalthough Price wrote his two best-selling

books in a manner which ' might lead the reader to believe that

he was present and aware of the phenomena that happened on a day-to-

day basis, in fact the books were written well after the event,
and Price had not been a witness to anything that had happened.

Foyster kept his diary from the very first day that the family
moved to Borley, and he recorded that on that very day he,

his wife, and little Adelaide hesrd strange footsteps around
the house, and a voice calling "Marianne dear". (Adelaide

was two and a half years old at that time). Foyster was a man of

about 60, badly crippled by chronic arthritis. His health
deteriorated steadily from the time he came to England. He
was greatly liked and respected in the neighbourhood, and was
described as "a delightful, typical cultured parson, of the
best type, a scholar, a Cambridge (Pembroke College) M.A.

and much travelled .t Marianne Foyster, his wife was aged between

25 and 30, physically attractive; she was a redhead, and
to all appearances in excellent health.

The phenomena started in the time-honoured way. The footfalls
were followed by other noises, the bells rang again without
human hand to pull the ropes, bottles, and small pebbles were
hurled down the staitcase well. Perfumes would float into the
house, mysterious writings appeared on the walls, furniture
was moved, objects disappeared, indeed all the classic types of
poltergeist phenomena with which the reader is now familiar
were alleged to have occurred. Some of these were supposed to
have been witnessed by visitors and neighbours. Concurrently
also the regular ghosts appeared, the nun, the headless horses,
the ghost of Harry Bull and so on. One visitor to the
Rectory figures prominently in the diary of the occurrences.
This was a young man by the name of Edwin Whitehouse. He was
a young man who had suffered severe shell-shock during the
first World War, and was in something of an emotional and
nervous state. He and Foyster became friends, and as Edwin
was In a state of great indecision about his spiritual state
of mind, they had many discussions. Edwin eventually joined

a Benedictine community of monks. During the time he stayed
with the Foysters it is recorded that poltergeist phenomena
were at their height, and his name figured prominently in some
of the wall writings.

Apart from the 'goings-on' at the Rectory in the realm of
poltergeist phenomena, Mrs. Foyster excited the curiousity,
and sometimes censure, of the local population. While Lionel
Foyster was the typical country parson, she was far from being
the typical country parson's wife! Attractive and lively,
life in a country village obviously bored her, and she took
every opportunity to escape. She was fond of taking trips to
London, and for a time set up a flower shop in partnership
with a certain man Mr. D'Arles, whose son she was also looking
after. The Foysters were fond of children, and had none of
their own, Adelaide was adopted - more about her later. Mrs.
Foyster adopted children privately, and also through the local
Church of England Children's Socilety. It should be remembered
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that in the 1930's it was considered a social disgrace for
s/ingle girl to give birth to a baby out of wedlock, and

it was common for these girls to go to a special home for

the delivery of the baby, and leave without it - the baby being
subsequently privately adopted. Adoption laws were much more
lax then than they are today. Marianne Foyster, it was reported
by the villagers, had many strange babies around the place,

and the rumour was that she was engaged in the business of

'paby farming'. She, for her part, despised the villagers,

as a lot of old gossips, and had little patience with them.

While they were at the Rectory the Rev. Foyster's health
steadily deteriorated, until by 1935 he was almost totally
crippled and unable to continue to serve his parish. They

left the Rectory, and subsequently moved around various villages
in Norfolk and Suffolk. Lionel Foyster died in 1945

of his arthritic complaint, he was infact 67 years old when

he died, so that although he was stated to have looked 60

when at Borley, he was in fact only 52 or 53; undoubtedly

his illness made him look much older. Marianne was born in
1899, so she was only 32 years old in 1931.

After the Foysters left the Rectory it remained vacant,

as we have said, and Harry Price set up his investigating teams
to explore the hauntings. He was to publish his first

book on Borley in 1940, while the Rev. Foyster was still alive,
but living totally crippled and an invalid in the remote .
rural areas of Suffolk. His later book, The End of Borley
Rectory was not published until after Foyster's death, in 1946.

Price took over the now empty Rectory for a year and a half

from May 1937, and inserted advertisements in newspapers for
investigators to take part in round-the-clock investogations

of this most haunted house. Some 48 people were chosen for

this team, the leaders of which appear to have been a Mr.

S.H. Glanville, his son Roger Glanville, and Mr. Mark Kerr-Pearse.
Price produced a gort of 'do-it-yourself' guide for his team

on how to act when investigating these strange phenomena.

Itwas called the Blue Book, and was, of course, full of suggestions
and ideas as to what they might expect to see. Putting on

one side the various taps, cracks, thumps and rustlings reported
by the team we are struck by the paucity and insignificance of
most of the phenomena they reported. But there were a number

of clear-cut events which those experiencing them attributed

t0 a paranormal cause. For instance there was an occasion when

a pile of books, which had been carefully placed and attached

to an electric circuit, which would ring a bell when disturbed,

was in fact disturbed. But there was also some doubt as to
whether & stray cat that had been ejected from the house previously
might no have managed to return and thus be responsible.

Perhaps the most significant feature of this period of
investigation was the series of seances and table-rapping

sessions which were conducted by some of the leading investigators.
In the manner with which we have become familiar in the
“Philip experiment“a table was used for communication and questions
were asked that required a 'yes' or 'no' answer. The
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transcripts of the 'conversations' that ensued with the

table were given to Miss Helen Glanville, Mr. Glanville's
daughter, and she, using a planchette, which she had never done
before, produced a2 considerable amount of material in which
was built up the story of the murdered nun, giving the name
Mary or Marie Lairre, and on which subsequently a remarkable
series of speculations was founded. There was little in

the writings that had not already been the cause of speculation,
and some of the information allegedly given by the 'spirits'
was readily available. These scripts were later published

and added to the confusion which surrounded the whole picture.

After Price's teams had finished their tenancy, the Rectory
was bought as has been said previously,by a Captain Gregson,
and it was burned down in February l93§ probably for the
insurance money.

But the story,far from dying ou® was revived in all its

intensity by the publication of Price's first book in 1940.

Price received voluminous correspondence and everyone put

forward their own theories. All kinds of research projects

started; people researched the local history to find the records of the
murdered nuns the foundations of the ruins were dug up to look

for hidden passages; human bones were found, and assumed to

be the remains of the nun, and these were ultimately buried

in the churchyard at Liston. Many people wrote to Price
claiming that they had experienced strange phenomena on the
ruined site of the rectory. The story we picked up by newspapers

and magazines all over the world, the BBC ran a series of
programmes on the happenings, and in general Borley became .

a household word. It was just after the end of the Second
World War, and people needed something other than warfare to
think about. Also it should be remembered travel was very
restricted stilly it was not even easy to go to the coast for
a holiday in Britain at that time; the beaches were still full
of mines, and barbed wire; so it was natural that people would
flock to see something of the nature of a haunted house, even
if it was no longer there!From 1947-1953 the story enjoyed
incredible publicity, s€ances were held in the grounds, lectures
given, newspaper articles written.

On the 24th March 1948 Harry Price died. Later in the same year
a Mr. Charles Sutton wrote an article in which he accused Harry
Price of fraudulently producing the phenomena himself on the '
occasion of a joint visit to the rectory in 1929. Mr. Sutton
was a reporter on the staff of the Daily Mall newspaper.

Mrs. Eric Smith, who had written in October 1945 to the Church
Times stating that neither she nor her husband believed Borley
%o be haunted, wrote again to the Daily Mail,again assertlng

her disbelief in the Borley haunting.

In subsequent years controversy has raged over what did actually
happen at Borley. There are those who believe that everything
that has been described happened as stated, and those who equally
fervently believe that nothing happened at all, and that the
whole thing is a joke or hoax from the beginning.

As a result of this controversy, the British 5001ety for Psychical
?esearcg decided.to conduct a _critical surve¥ the evidence
or suc haunting, and in 1955 this Committee produced its report.
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HARRY PRICE.

Before we give a summary of the investigation conducted on
behalf of the British Society for Psychical Research we should
perhaps write a few lines about Harry Price, self-styled
investigator and ghost-hunter. His role in the story of Borley
is crucial, without him there would likely have been no

story, or perhaps it would have been presented in a different
formt Almost as much controversy has been generated about Harry
Price as about Borley Rectory itself, and almost as many books
and articles have been written.  Like the story of the Rectary
itself it is extremely difficult to disentangle truth from
fictiont and to arrive at any kind of understanding of what
kind of a person Harry Price really was.is an exercise in
detection. But in order to unkrstand the story at all we

have to come to some conclusions about Harry Price nimgalr,

and the role he played in the story. The real difficulty in
dealing with this investigation is the total volume of material
that has been written about the events.  Endless people were
involved in various ways, as investigators, as correspondents,
both of Price and the newspapers, independent observers,
professional researchers, everyone jJuwmped on the bandwagon and
published their theories, their experiences their knowledge,
for what they were worth. As man%/ﬁagis and newspaper articles
were written about Price subsequent/ to his death as were
written about Borley. Added to thgt;the fact that endless
television, radio, and journalistic ilnterviews took place with
many people, and countless newspaper articles were produced
giving differ-ing views of the happenings; it will be realised
that anyone attempting to uncover the truth is having to find
their way through an incredible maze.

Harry Price was born in 1881 in Shrewsbury; the son of a

paper manufacturer was how he described himselfy in his
autobiography The Search for Truth. Price's own story of his
early life painted him as the only child of wealthy and
indulgent parents. He says that early in life he became
fascinated with the art of conjuring, and became a magician
himself. He left the public with the impression that he

was descended from an ancient and distinguished family. When
after his death suspicions were raised about his honesty and
integrity, Mr. Trevor Hall researched into Pricels early
history, and came up with some surprising facts. Records

of births, marriages and deaths are meticulously kept, and readily
available to the public in England, and Mr. Hall was by now

an expert in the use of such records. He discovered that

in fact Price was not the "Shropshire Lad” he claimed to Dbe,

but was born in London, the son of a commercial traveller,

who travelled in paper, it is true, but he was nttthe wealthy
manufacturer portrayed by Price. In his own biography Price
stated that he became an engineer, but according to the research
undertaken by Trevor Hall, plus evidence from a book of cuttings
from his early life left by Price, it seems evident that he

in fact spent his early years after shcool peddling some

kind of vetinarary medicine. One should mention, of course,
that it would be of no consequence that Price deceived the
public about his early life, if it were not for the fact that
the very nature of his subsequent writings required that he
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be believed to be telling the absolute truth.

There is not room in this paper to detail Price's own

version of his early life, along with the reality as discovered
by subsequent researchers, it is sufficient to note that

Price showed himself to have little regard for the truth

in the printed word. He was a man interested in unusual

and out-of-the-way subjects. He became an expert conjurer,

he was for a time interested in numismatics, archaeology,

he was a book collector, and he certainly had a very active
mind. His interest in conjuring is alleged to have

lead to his interest in psychical research. He joined the
Society for Psychical Research in 1920, and when Dr. Eric
Dingwall was appointed research officer for that organization
in 1922 he collaborated with Dingwall in some publications

at that time regarding the investogations of some spirit mediums.
Dingwall was imprsssed by Price's energy and exceptionally keen
and ingenious mind and invited Price to participate in further
investigations, particularly of the medium Rudi Schneider.

Much was published about sittings with this famous medium

again the subject for many books and articles, but in essence,
both Trevor Hall and Anita Gregory, who researched the
incidents later, came to the conclusion that Price manipulated
the evidence by means of a fake photograph which he himself
produced, and maintained that Rudi Schneider cheated in

the seances. The other investigators at the time were inclined
to believe the phenomena were genuine.

The background was as follows. Price had married a lady with

a small amount of money, and so was able to be somewhat
financially independent. Fired with ambition to become a full-time
psychical researcher he set up his own laboratory, which he
called the National Laboratory for Psychical Research. Dingwall
had become somewhat disenchanted by him by then. and was reluctant
to give him much work to do for the British S.P.R.  In fact,

Price for many years unsuccessfully tried to merge his Laboratory
with the British SPR, but the members of that society feared
Price would attempt to 'take-over' the whole operation; and

they did not trust his integrity, and they were suspicious of

his publicity-seeking. "Price became angry with other researchers,
and preferred to discredit their work rather than be deprived

of the monopoly of acclaim he considered his just due”, So wrote
Anita Gregory, on reporting the conclusions of her findings into
the affair of Rudi Schneider. The British SPR was about to-
bring Schneider to England for a more extensive series of tests
of his mediumship, when Price published his doctored photograph
alleging the the medium was a blatant fraud.  The publicity

was such that it was impossible to continue the experiments,

and the medium's reputation was sullied for ever. It was only
after Price's death that the original of the photograph was
found among his archives and found to be a deliberate composite.
One cannot help but wonder at the mentality of people who,
committing such offences,leave the evidence behind in their
papers. It could so easily have been destroyed after it

had served its purpose. Perhaps in some remote corner of

his mind Price hoped it would one day be found, and wrongs be

put right. How can one understand the minds of people like
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Price who pervert the truth so easily?

Today Price is, of course, best remembered for his writings
on Borley. One might wonder why he spent so much of his
time and effort on this particular case, but it is important
to remember that although all the actual events happened
during the early 1930's Price did not get down to the actual
writing of his accounts until the War years:- 1939 - 1945,
While the events were allegedly happening Price took very
little notice of them - he had visited the Smiths a few
times, and written newspaper articles, but he only visited
the Foysters once, perhaps twice, and corresponded in a
fairly desultory fashion with Lionel Foyster during the years
that the most active phenomena were supposedly taking place.
Even after the Rectory burned Price himself did not lead

his team of investigators, he employed a large number of
naive and enthusiastic volunteers, and let them loose on

the site with very little direction or supervision. He
accepted happily and uncritically whatever they told him.
During that time he himself was travelllng extens1vely,
investigating, writing, lecturing, and enjoying a reputatlon
as one of the country's foremost psychical researchers.

In fact, it was not an exaggeration to say that he had a
world-wide reputation, largely self-claimed.

Then came the War, and Price's travels were totally cut-off.
Newspaper print was scarce, and newspapers had room only
for war news. People were not interested in ghosts and
paranormal events. Suddenly Price saw himself fading from
the public view, and that was when he collected together
all the material about Borley and started to write his
best-selling book, The Most Haunted House in England.

In spite of the fact that he had visited Borley so
infrequently, after his death and when people were beginning
to ask questions about his integrity several people came
forward and claimed that they had at times witnessed Price
himself fraudulently producing the phenomena, a reporter
says he caught Price throwing stones, and his pocket was
full of stones - Marianne herself said then, and still
maintains that a mysterious event when a glass of wine was
apparently turned into ink was one of Price's conjuring
tricks. At the time people realised that if they accused
Price to his face they would not be believed, because of his
reputation; also they were well aware of the laws of 1libel
which were very strict in England, and they did not care to
get entangled in law suits.

This was the man who was responsible for all the publicity:
about Borley Rectory, and who gave it it's reputation as
the most haunted house in England.
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THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE COMMITTEES OF THE SOCIETY FOR
FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.
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The story of Borley had reached such proportions some few
years after Price's death on March 29th 1948 that it became
something of a "benchmark"” case. Whenever a phenomenon
occurred in other situations and doubt was cast on the validity
of what was happening people were apt to quote Borley, rather
on the lines that because of what happened. there anything of

a similar nature that happened elsewhere should be believed.
One could not escape Borley, it was the perfect and definitive
poltergeist case, the ultimate, and to most people's minds
proved up to the hilt! "Look at all the reputable people who
were involved" people said "How can you disbelieve what they
have attested to so strongly"? And yet serious and scientific
investigators were left with a lot of nagging doubts.

So the Council of the Society for Psychical Research decided
to conduct an extensive and independent enquiry into the
evidence relating to Borley, hopefully to settle the matter
once and for all. They commissioned three committees, each
to examine onephase of the story. One committee was to look
at the history of Borley during the time the Bull family lived
at the Rectory, another committee was detailed to examine the
Smith incumbency, and a third committee was to examine the

. Foyster incumbency. These committees presented a joint report

to the S.P.R. in 1955, and the report was subsequently printed
as a complete issue of the SPR Journal in January 1956. We
ourselves were working with Trevor Hall at the time, who was

a member of the committee investigating the Foyster incumbency,
and so had opportunity to participate in a minor way in that
particular investigation. With Trevor we visited not only
the site of the rectory, and the church, but many of the homes
that Marianne Foyster lived in subsequently, and were present
at many of the interviews conducted with people who had known
the Foysters.

The full report is still readily available, and here we will
only summarise the conclusions. The committees did a very
thorough and effective job, and spent much time.:

The committee researching the Bull incumbency were able to
interview the two Misses Bull, who were still alive, although
of course quite elderly at this time. It was quite clear
that during this period the phenomena really took the form

of the traditional ghost story, of a type with which most
country people are familiar, and which abound all over England,
and perhaps partiularly in that rather lonely and somewhat
mysterious area of eastern England. Such stories would

have completely faded in the normal course of events as the
countryside became more fully integrated into the modern age.

/6
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In the present day and age it is a fact that people are more apt
to see flying saucers, U.F.0.'s and creatures from outer space,
than nuns, headless horsemen and the like. Ghosts are very

much a product of the cultural life of the times. But, in their
report, this committee, after having interviewed the Misses

Bull very carefully and extensively, remarks .... 'what is more
disturbing is the discovery of indications that Price apparently
over-stated Miss Bull's narrative in his books". Miss Bull
told the interviewers that she had been annoyed that Price

never gave her the opportunity of approving the section of his
book dealing with her testimony, and that in consequence he

made a number of mistakes. The committee were also able to
compare Price's contemporary notes with his later published versions,
and found instances of exaggeration and over-statement.

On one occasion, for instance, the notes read, and Miss Bull's
recollection was,that“Rev. Harry Bull saw "oach. Juvenal,
retriever, terrified and growled. Saw man's legs, rest hid by
fruit trees, thought poacher, followed with Juvenal, gate

shut, but saw legs disappear thro' gate”. When published
Price alleged of this incident that Harry Bull saw a headless
man, without mention of the suspicion that he might have been

a poacher, or tramp. Incidentally, tramps and poachers were
very common in the neighbourhood.

It is likely that Harry Bull did from time to time 'see’
apparitions. It was sald that he was always asleep, always
having to be found to come to meals, and usually found asleep

in one or other of the arbours. It was probable that he

suffered from narcolepsy, and if he were in the habit of dropping
off to sleep at all hours, he would experience a similar number of
mriods of drowsiness producing a condition in which he would be
susceptible to hypnopompic hallucinations.

The two Misses Bull, and their brother Mr. Alfred Bull maintained
that they themselves had experienced no objective phenomena

during the whole of their lives there, and that poltergeist
activity was reported for the first time by the Smiths. They

had, however, on one occasion collectively seen something which
they took to be the ghost of the nun. The committee reported

that until 1929 the stories never spread beyond Borley and '

its immediate vicinity, and that until then Borley was no different
from the many English country houses which possess a local

ghost story.

We then come to the Smith incumbency. The Smiths had spent
their early married 1life in India, but decided for health reasons
to return to England, and Mr. Smith took Holy Orders and was
appointed to Borley in October 1928. They had one resident
maid, Mary Pearson, who was only fifteen years of age, and she
had a young man friend aged about 16 or 17 years, who spent
some time in the rectory. Mary and the young man, Fred Tatum
subsequently married, It was very common in those days for
young girls in the villages, leaving school at fourteen years
of age, to go into local service. Although their home might
be in the village, they would live in, working long hours,



—

¥ —f

. a4 —x

— &

& & €& &

often a 12 or 14 hour day, with a couple of hours off during
the afternoon. They would have half a day off during the
week. They were supplied with food, uniform, and a small
bedroom to sleep in, perhaps sharing if more than one maid
was kept, and they lived the daytime hours in the kitchen.
If the mistress was lenient a boyfriend would be allowed to
vigit during certain hours of the day. They were on call
continually. The wage was generally around half a crown a
week (about a dollar Canadian money).

As we have said before, the Smiths were appalled when they
arrived at the Rectory, it was in shocking condition, bad
sanitation, broken pipes, no water, leaking roof. It was
bitterly cold, there was no heating, and they were able to
furnish and live in only a few of its many rooms.

They were soon made aware of the local reputation, and worried
whether their parishioners would come out to meetings in

the rectory. It was they, who in their anxiety to get somethlng
done about the rectory, who contacted Harry Price and asked

him to come, and as we have related earlier, this was the

period when the poltergeist phenomena started to happen, and

the Rectory attained its reputation in the newspapers and
magazines of the time. The Smiths only stayed at Borley for
nine months. They left the district shortly after vacatlng the

~rectory, and Mr. Smith died in 1940 just before Pricés first

book we published.

Price wrote to Mr. Smith in May 1939 asking him to write

an account of their experlences at Borley, or else to confirm
an account they had glven to Mr. Glanville so that it could be
inserted as a chapter in the book. Mr. Smith was reluctant

in his reply he said that it was not so much the rumoug of
apparitions that had worried them as the bad sanitation, broken
pipes and isolation, and that these were the cause of their
leaving the rectory. Price persisted, and Smith replied .
again "Mrs. Smith and I would rather be left out of it

‘we really did not believe there were any such things as ghosts”

In October 1943, Mrs. Smith wrote in a letter to the Church

Tines ...vvenn " I would like to state definitely that neither
my husband nor myself believed the house haunted by anything else
other than rats and local superstitions. We left the rectory

because of its broken down condition, but certainly found
nothing to fear there!

In 1949 Mrs. Smith again wrote, this time to the Daily Mail

some ten monthg after Price's death making the same statement.
As a result of this letter members of the S.P.R. interviewed her
at that time, and she gave her version of the occurrences,

but did not want publicity at that time. She had had so much
publicity as a result of Price's investigations she dreaed
anything further. However, she gave consent to publication

of her version for this special committee, and reiterated her
own account. She gaid "I have no reason at all to think Borley

was haunted. O0Of course our minds were turned towards the subject,

18
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owing to so much gossip, but in spite of this nothing occurred
which could not be explained. One or two items occurred which
were not explained and I thought "That's funny!" but surely
such things occur in all peopl€s lives, and only means they
were unable to trace the cause.”

She goes on to describe some of these incidents, and then
went on to say that when Mr. Price arrived down to investigate,
®immediately we were astonished at an onset of phenomena, bangs,
clatterings, keys, thrown, etc. We could not help being led
to suppose that he himself was producing some of the effects.”
She goes on to relate the occurrence of some of the other
phenomena, including the fact that at the dinner table the
water in her glass turned into ink (which her guest believed to
have been a trick of Price's), It is significant that on
the only occasion Price was at dinner with the Foysters at
Borley a similar incident occurred when a glass of wine was
changed into a glass of ink. Marianne regarded this as a
conjuring trick performed by Price.

Mrs. Smith went on to say that she knew Price to be an

expert conjurer, and they had their suspicions, as well

as being puzzled by what was happening. She says that on

one occasion ‘the maid, Mary, said to her "It was that man threw
that coin, so I threw some sugar". I know she did produce
some: of the phenomena, and to add to the excitement.?

In addition to the Smiths, and their maidservant, Mary, others
who took part in the investigations at Borley during this period
were suspicious of Price's behaviour. Most of these people
were reluctant to accuse Price at the time, or during his
lifetime such was his formidable reputation. One must also
‘realise that each did not know of the suspicions of the other.
It is only when the facts are all collected together that a
pattern emerges. Among those who suspected Price were Mr.
Wall, the Daily Mirror reporter, Mr. Sutton, Lord Charles Hope,
Ma jor Douglas-Home and Miss Ledsham, all people who had visited
the Rectory with Price in order to pursue the investigations.

Mrs. Smith admitted to the Committee that she wag pleased that
all the publicity gave them a strong case to make to the bishop
for moving them, which of course he eventually did. She
maintained however that the only reason she and her husband
wished to move was because of the dreadful living conditions,
it was completely unbearable to live there, and they would do
almost anything to get away. So they did not voice their
suspicions of Price's behaviour, nor did they deny anything

he said about the phenomena, after all, they were in a difficult
position, they had called him in, hoping that enough publicity
might be generated to give them the means of pursuading the
bishop to move them. It was unfortunate that they chose



Harry Price.

The committee set up to investigate the Foyster incumbency
included Trevor Hall, who himself is an expert on magic and
conjuring, being a Vice President of the prestigious Magic
Circle in Britain. He is also a historian and archivist of
some note, with all the instincts of a detective when it
comes to tracking down public records. In England the
registration of births, deaths, marriages, and wills are all
matters of public record and any member of the public may
see such records on payment of a nominal fee for the search.
The committee were well aware of the dubious reputation
ascribed to Price by other investigators, and it is fair

to say that they went into the investigation with a fairly
firmly fixed idea that the whole episode was a complete
fraud. From their approach to the subject it is also
fairly clear that they believed Marianne Foyster was the
culprit. They could not conceive, for instance, that the
scholarly, witty, and popular Lionel Foyster would perpetrate
any tricks, but his young, vivacious redheaded wife would
nicely fit the bill. As we have said Price himself could
not be held responsible for all the phenomena that happened
during the Foyster's days, as he only visited them twice during
five years. So, if the phemomena were occurring, and Lionel
Foyster said they were, in his daily recorded diary, which
Price claimed to have reproduced faithfully, then as Lionel
was an honest man, they reasoned that only Marianne could

be playing tricks.

In his book Price alleged that at leag 2,000 allege@yly
paranormal phenomena occurred. The reader needs to remember
that Price's book was written in 1940, nearly ten years after
the beginning of the happenings, and that it was based entirely
on manuscripts he had obtained that were written by Lionel
Foyster, and which purported to be a meticulously kept diary

of the events, and which Price appeared to accept as the

entire truth. Lionel Foyster at the time of publishing the
book was a total cripple, confined entirely to his bedroom

in a cottage in Norfolk to which he and Marianne had retired.

"Price interviewed none of the participants or witnesses as

far as we are aware, other than a few local villagers, who
repeated the old ghost stories.

The committee concentrated on two aspects of the case. They
tried to evaluate and assess all the alleged phenomena that
happened, and track down alleged witnesses and get their version
of what happened. Trevor Hall, in particular, concentrated

on Marianne's own background and history, acting on the
supposition that if she was cheating there might be something
in her background that would indicate the reason for this.

It would not be of much value to this report to expound on the
phenomena themselves, as they will be irrelevant to the main
enquiry, but Trevor Hall's efforts uncovered a:fascinating
background to Marianne. Unfortunately it was incomplete,

as they were unable to interview her personally, and so they
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Jumped to a number of unwarranted conclusions. They decided
that on thebasis of Marianne's background she was probably more
responsible for the fraud they were sure had been perpetrated
than was Price, or anyone else, andthey did not consider
seriously that any other explanation was feasible. Marianne
was condemned unheard. Subsequently to their report her
current address was obtained in the U.S. and she was asked to
give her own version of the affair at the offices of the
Parapsychological Association. However her interviewer was

a lawyer, who asked her a lot of leading questions implying
her guilt before she had had a chance to state her own version,
and the interview was somewhat of a failure.

What the committee found out about Marianne's life was as
follows. She had been born in Romily, Cheshire, on January 26th
1899. She lived in Ireland for a while during the first World War,
and she married an Irishman there, who subsequently went to War
and was never heard of again. She had a son by this marriage,
whom she had left in the care of her parents while she worked in
a munitions factory. After the War she went to Canada, and
married the Rev. Lionel ' Foyster,posing as a spinster, and in
hermaiden name. The members of the committee thus assumed

that the marriage to Foyster was bigamous, and they were not
legally married. While in Canada the Foysters lived for some
time within five miles of Amherst, the scene of the famous
poltergeist case written about by Walter Hubbell, and the
Foysters could not have failed to become aware of this story in
all its details. (The reader of this paper will have read =z
full account of the Amheérst Mystery in our previous paper).

The members of the committee drew up comparison tables showing
the similarity between the events that happened at Amherst, and
those that were supposed to have taken place at Borley.

Marianmne was already firmly fixed in their minds as the

chief villainess of the story.

Just before the Foysters returned to Canada they had adopted
the small girl Adelaide, and they brought her back to England
with them. She was one of a family of children tragically
orphaned - the mother had died of a brain tumour, and the
father was killed by falling off a hayrick.

When the Foysters came to Borley Marianne advertised for

a companion for Adelaide, and a man by the name of D'Arles
answered the advertisement. He was a single man (? widower)
with a small child the same age as Adelaide. He and Marianne
became friendly, and eventually she set up in business with
him in a flower shop in the south of London. Naturally the
committee members saw this as evidence of an 'affair' that the
“bigamous”Marianne was having with him. The young Edwin
Whitehouse also became friendly with the family, and again,

in the process of painting the pot blacker still, -it was alleged
Marianne had an affair with him too. It was suggested that
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the larger number of phenomena that seemed to happen when

Edwin was around were engineered in order to cover up this

alleged affair. The members of the committee discovered that
various small children were living at the Rectory from time

to time, andthe word 'baby-farming' was bandied about. Efforts

to trace the parentage of some of these children proved fruitless,
although one at least was traced back to a home for unwed
mothers, whence Marianne had brought the child. Some of

these children were left behind in England, with a neighbour,
when Marianne finally went to the U.S.

The Committee members dug out evidence that Marianne had

gone through a marriage ceremony in a Roman Catholic Church

at Ipswich with a2 man called Fisher. He was supposed to

have lived for a time at the rectory, and to have gonewith

the Foysters when they left and moved into another home. Fisher
wes a commercial traveller, away from home for months at a time.
The household contained z baby at the time, which was said

to have been Marianne's, and which it was alleged was believed
both by Fisher and Foyster that each was the father. A
somewhat far-fetched story, but the villagers were only too
willing and ready to gossip about Marianne, she had not cared
for them, and they thoroughly disliked her, she was not the
conventional vicar's wife at all.

When the Foysters moved from the rectory, it was said that
Foyster was confined to his bedroom entirely by his arthritis,
and Fisher was living with them, and Marianne passed Foyster
off as her father, and Fisher as her husband.

However the liason .with Fisher broke up just before Foyster
died in April 1945, and Marianne lived with two or three of
the children. Adelaide by then was about seventeen years old
and had been in boarding school for sometime. Marianne met

a man named O'Neill in Ipswich, an American doing contract
work for the American Army in Europe. She married him in
Ipswich Registry Office, and left for America with him. the
next day, taking with her the smallest child, a baby, which
she had recently adopted, and which she led C'Neill to believe
was his, and left theother children in the care of a neighbour,
saying she was going to visit a dying relative in Ireland.

She never communicated with anyone in England again, she
completely disappeared, and it was many years before she

was actually tracked down in the U.S. and her address obtained,
when as previously stated,she was asked for her version of

the events, and because of thehostility of the lawyer who
questioned her, she refused to co-operate. At thetime of

the Committee's report the whereabouts of Adelaide were unknown

~as were also the whereabouts of Marianne's son by her first

marriage.

Faced with the above evidence the reader might be forgiven
for believing that the committee members were indeed right
in ascribing guilt to Marianne over the events that happened

at Borley. It was seen as a perfect cover-up for a life
of licentiousness, deceit and bigamy/! While everyone
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was diverted by the poltergeist happenings they were not taking
much notice of the goings on of Marianne, andher various
friends! Theywere indeed also critical of Price, but

much less so than of Marianne. Lionel Foyster they regarded

as having been completely deceived, and believing everything

he had written in his diaries. It never ever occurred to
anyone of them that he might have had anything to do with

thephenomena. They noted that he was deeply in love with

his youngwife and believed everything she said.

They completed their report with the words "A complete
investigation in terms of finality is not now possible

after two decades; +the golden opportunity which was presented
to Harry Price is not available to us”.

And there it seemed the matter was going to rest. Nothing
more could be dones all the evidence was availablei the
reader had to make up his or her own mind as to what had
really happened over the 76 years of the life of the most
haunted house in England. Controvsery raged after the report
was published; Borley is still a centre of attention in this
field, and indeed everyone has their own point of view.

Much more evidence of Price's unreliability and fraudulent
practices has been uncovered. All the main characters

have died, the last of them being Marianne, who diedvery
recently, the last of the people who inhabited that haunted’

house.

By thestrangest of coincidences after we came to Canada

we had the opportunity to place the last piece in the jigsaw.
We were able to interview Marianne under the circumstances
described in the attached report, and at this time she was
prepared to talk freely and openlyabout all thecircumstances
both of the haunting, and about her own life. Her account
finally completes the picture, and we are never likely to
know anything more about this case. We had promised her we
would not publish her account during her lifetime, but she
knew that we would after her death, as she expected other
investigators, especially Trevor Hall to do, when she could

no longer sue them for libel.

To our mind Marianne's account does indeed complete the
picture, and we are inclined to believe what she told us -
it makes sense, and fits what we know of human behaviour.
But we will let our readers judge for themselves!.

Footnote - Nrs. Foyster's given name on her birth certificate
was spelt Marianne - with one‘r. When we subsequently
interviewed her in the U.S. she spelt it in correspondence with
us as Marrianne with 2 r's, and it is so spelt in the

report which we prepared following those interviews.
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INTRODUCTION

There has to be an explanation and a reason for yet another article on Borley
Rectory, and we believe we have the best reason for once again resurrecting
this old story. It's probably best to present the facts and events as they
occured. One of the authors, Paulene Mitchell, came across a book - 'The End
of Borley Rectory', by Harry Price, in a local library. She became interested
in the story and tried to obtain Price's first book, 'The Haunting of Borley
Rectory', and any other books pertaining to thé subject. From the National

Library in Ottawa she obtained Trevor Hall's book, "New Light on 0ld Ghosts',

and became interested in the whereabouts of Adelaide, the adopted child taken
from Sackville, New Brunswick, to Borley. She decided to write to the local
newspaper in Sackville to try and locate any members of the Tower faﬁily. She
was surprised‘to learn that the newspapér had published her letter, and within
a couple of weeks she received a reply from Miss Jean Cole, who was living in
the héuse onée occupied by the Tower family. Miss Cole was able to supply
Adelaide's present whereabouts and her married name. She is married to an

Englishman and has four children. The address of one of Adelaide's sisters in

the States was also supplied by Miss Cole. Paulene contacted Adelaide's sister,

a Mrs, Salisbury, by phone, and was told that Adelaide had very unhappy re-
collections of her life at Borley, and would not talk about that pariod of her life,
Mrs. Sa;isbury also said that thre were very bad feelings between the Tower family
and Marrianne, whom they had not heard of for many years. Paulene then wrote to
Trevor Hall, telling him of her knowledge, and a correspondence ensued when it

was suggested that Paulene approach Marrianne Foyster O'Neil and attempt to get
permission for Trevor Hall to publish the details of his investigations into-her
life at Borley. At this stage a book was comtemplated by Paulene, possibly in

collaboration with someone with more background knowledge of the Borley story.

Paulene has no knowledge
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of perez sychologics]l research, and at this stage she contacted Iris Owen,

(%4

Havirg obtzined " arrisanne's vpresent adfress from Trevor Hall, Faulene then

~contacted her by letter 2nd ssked for zn interview, Her initizl resvonse

was 2 definite HC, but aftér further corresvondence and a counle of televhone
calls, iarrianne conceded and agreed to a meeting in a hotel, and not at her
hore, Her rein objection to z resurrection of the story wes that she had
been badly trested by esrlier invest‘gators. end wes now very wary of them,
and she continually reitersted thzt there was nothing to it, there were no
ghosts, end she wes the victir of publicity seekers. Cnly when it was pointed
out that her own version of the story would stor continuzl speculation did she
agree to give her sccount of the occurrences, or certain conditions,
She would tell the story to rfaulene in the context of 2 biogrsohy of her life,
and only to soreone not involved in earlier resesrch on the subject. She
svecifically steted thst she would not tell the story to anyone who had written
about her esrlier, carticu]ar1§ rmentioning Trevor Hall, She 2l1so gave her
zerzission for use of the interview materisl she hed given on tave to the
tarevsyctology Foundation, of Mew York. At this stage'Iris Cwen wrote to
1rs, Co]y,zorpsent rresident of the rarspsycholozyv Foundztion, enquiring sbout
the status of the taves of these interviews, and scking whether any prorises
had beer mede to anyone sbout their releese, and vhether ..rs. Coly would rake
them 2vailable now. & very nleassnt letter was received in'reply; Mrs, Coly
stated there wes no agreement on eifhgr side zbout the discosition of the
materizl, and she offered access to the trenscripts. She stezted that the P,F.

_ . the authovs
had no intention of vublishing the materisl therselves, znd J\ were given access

€Y

on the strict understanding thst‘\ did not quote directly from the interviews

but only used the materisl to check out with what Herrisnne would be telling

'i’hem n.ow .
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_arrisnre's story wes obtained by means of personsl interviews, many telephone
czlls, end fro-~ lettersshevuwte 0 For her Borley is an uﬁpleasant
memory, not so ruch becusse of the hesuntings, but because of Lionells illness, and
all the problers thet eccorvanied his ill hezlth,
She- is still very youthful looking‘and smart,despite her 79 years. She is
working es ¢ Secretary 2t a2n elderly citizens home, and passses for some 15 years
younger ther she is, Cnce she hed agreed to talk, she wrote quite full accounts
of her life, 2nd answered questions quite freely. She writes well, and irn fact
still does sore writing for the locsl newspeper, and writes poetry. She
learned to sveak Denish wvhen ir Canade,
Ferhsps tﬁe best wey to tell Larrianne's story is to relste the events in
Hie aollieas .

chronologiczl order, szs she told therm to ps, In view of all that has been
written about Larri:nnslher vercsons] life hos becore relevant to the story,
and the detsils have to be clesred unm,
Ir summery, the fzets she zeve - are 2s follows, She wzs born in Romily,
Stockpoft, Cheshire,in i*??, and wes the eldest of two childfen, & youncer
Lfof‘e¢,6eoffrey, being born leter, The Rev, Foyster was 2 friend of the family,
and baptized f.arrisnne, Zer father wes 2 musicien and church organist, end
Foyster visited them regulsrly. e gave her the first book she remembers reading,
st six years of age, 'The World of Ice", i.arrisnne's fzrily moved to Ireland,
and she says,'I remember being sad when we left and went to Ireland®, She
continﬁes)'Rev. Foyster visited us there, and then later went to Canada.
He continued to write to them regularly, ana i:arrianne remembers receiving Christmas.anf

' childrens’
Easter cards from his, as-well as %(magazine, Sunshine. Vhen he came hore
for holidays Foyster would visit the Shaws in Irelsnd, and Marrianne ssys
ﬁe 'told such vivid stories of blizzards coming uvp out of nowhe:e, - of surmer
wild rasnberrie#, wild strewberries, and fishing for trout and salmon.. He
had 2 vivid wey of portraying people and places, firing us all with enthusiasm

for fer away places!.



—&

B S

g

)

28

rarriznne goes on to relate the voverty in Ireland in 1913, end how poor
everyone was, "People lived on votatoes, whezt, flour and herrings - nobedy

died of hunger, but nobody got fat", Always fond of the outdoors and living
creatures, she doesn't recall a time she was without e pet, and clﬁims she learnt

a2 lot from 2nimals. Fhe was not 2 suverstitious overson, although many were
around her,
Then the Fortlend Cerent Co ovened a3 factory in the district and

she says'jobs care into beinz', Her father got a job at the factory, and made

the acquaintancerf a young English boy who had come to Ireland to work, Harold

Greenwood, sgzed 19, He wes 2 talerted violinist, and Merrisnnes varents invited
“hir to join wit® the~ in formdng 2 rusical grouo. :arrianne describes whet

hapnened thus -

"I had never hzd = besu, never beer on 2 dste before, He was a talented violinist

and he end rmother and fzther sterted 2 rusic grour which ended up in s big concert

in 2 loczl hell, I thought he was beautiful, end wes delighted to be the
object gf his zfTections. Ze suggested merriage - and svoke of g way to get
round the need for verentsl consent, This wes to Se rarried by declaration in
Scotland, In order to do this he persuaded his sister to invite me to visit
her., Father objected, but mother s#id it was CK since I'd been very proverly
invited,

So - we went - but before we went HYarold slipved over to Stfanraer, Wiganshire,
and hired 2 roor, raking it en address. So we merried, and later went on to visit
Harold's sister and brother-in-law, Ve keot our marriage secret until I got
oregnant, Then all hell care out of the closet., Mother neerly went rsving msd.
Finzlly Farold broke down and told of the Scotch merriage, Thst only madelmatters
worse -~ now Dad got into the sct. ZHe seid such ¢ marriage wes illegel -
we'd not filled the residency lsws, snd no clergymen was present. So once
more we were rarried - this time in church, Belfast Church of Ireland, my parents

were witnesses, Ve were 211 hapoy.

[aie
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Harold told us he wented tc buy ¢ little cottage near to my parents,

This he did, and we moved ir there., Hsrold cortinued to work at the plant,

snd as I szid we were hecvry. He had slweys told us his only relations were

his sister and 2 older brothers, mow he begsn to mention a mother who wes rather
deliczte, Cur child was born, sand it wss a boy. We had 2 ball naming hir,
Cne rorning Zarold's rother arrived out of e clesr blue sky. CShe hated Irelend,
the Irish, the little house, the scenery, but most of 211 she hated IE,

Within three weeks it wes all over; .Harold was like @& whipved pupcy, He

rust not kiss r~e, he rust not do this, thst or the other. Finelly she announcecd
he rust zo bsck to Enzlerd with her - he z2zreed end said he would send for re
leter., ..y fether 2sked =e if this wes whet I wented and I knew Harold would
élweys resent re if I nersisted ir beinz whet his mother ce2lled z burden, So I
szid /{, ‘Tereuson Led went to en attorney and had a2 deed drawvn up that Harold

and I were sever.ied legzlly, forever, Hrrcld's mother szid she would orppose

ery vaymert, ~y dad seid 'we don't want either your noney, or you, or your son',

I never sav either of ther zgain, os they both went back to Fngland,

Later’by severs] years ry father wes contacted in 192C by a young Englisk lady
saying she had rerried Harold, and wes planning on going to Australia to join
hix - excer£ thet 2n sunt of Fsroldk hed cormrunicated with her telling of his
rarrizge to ryself, CShe wanted to know was this true’ My father went to.
Englend and visited her, We never krew if she went to Austreliz or not, ry
fathér thought not., Sonmetire latér fzther received s letter frorm an aunt of
Zarolds saying thst she had heard of Harold's dezth, She said she would find
where and when, but she never did. I wrote to his sister, but she dic¢ not reply."
Marrisnne's letter cohtirues -

"I received 2 letter 2%t this time fro~ Lionel Foyster, who szid he wss moving
to a new varish nermed Drummond. I replied and sent 2 snsvshot of myself

and ry aging grendrother. Iion quickly replied that I'd changed from the
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sweet child he'd christened. I wrote back 'Thanks s lot, I'm still 2 sweet
verson! - this tickled lionel and he begen 2 deily correspondence., I began
to recly to his letters telling hir of the troubled times (I.R.A.) He told
e of the pine forests, fireweed, golden mavles, and the foreign born folk he
lived arong. The next thing he ssked me to come to Canada and share his life,
I contrcted zn attorney at lew and told hir of my marriage to Harold, Sho?ed
kir the letter I'd received fro~ Zarold's mother, and told hir of Harold's marriage
to the English girl, The 2ttorney said you have had no contact with this man
for sever years., Fe consoled hirself with someone else, and his aunt repofted him
dead, Then ry advice is since you will be lesving Irelend and going tb a hew
world to zo out and look the situation over., If you like what you see, take s
chznce or: the ran,
1 went to Carades, stzyed nezrly 2 ronth, then went through a ceremony of
morriage with Lionel. Canon Srithers officiated, and 2fter the ceremony Lionel
bragged sbout christering re, Dr. Smithers said the marriasge wes 1egél in law,
but void in the church's eyes - by reason of sriritusl relstionshiv.
Ye went to Long lzke for a vacation or honeymoon, wé had sunshine, swirmring,
and canoeing, we nlayed chess, and 2te 3 good meals. Four doys soon went, and
we went back to Selrmonhurst, where we found 2 lovely mesl, and a quiet house
awaiting us, Ve found also much reil and newspavers, Liﬁn had 2 sermon to
orepere end I unpacked, ext day we sttended 3 services in the 3 churches of
L's pérish - we 2te too much, because the Dznes were hospitable, and good cooks.
We were very havovy, and life was good. The rectory wss not too biz, it had

beautiful herdwood floors, a chemicel toilet and sn outside pump,

We returned to the 0ld country for ¢ vacation in 1924, e hed a2 ball - we stayed wit-

all Lion's folks, end later went to my folks for a visit. Three months passed
too quickly and we had to go back to Sazlmonhurst. Cnce on shivboard we were
very glad to go home. Lion had a bout of bronchitis, but not too bed, and before

w.e knew it we were home at Szlmonhurst. SURFRISE. During our absence the people
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hed zut a2 new furnece under the hbuse for us. We were truly home.

e were glad to heve this wonderful addition to the house because New Brunswick
winters were very cold., But hesrts were warm, That winter Iion produced a really
nice children's overstta snd everyone vitched in to meke costures.

Iion worked like 2 dog - he was a good cleric - snd never spared himself.

If he had stzyed home in cold weather it would have been better {;T him.

The next summer we went to Prince Edwayd Island for 2 vacation. And then Lion
hed a heart zttack while swirring - mild, but enough to werrant no more water
sport.' That winter he nrd a sudrfen onset of srthritis, Life wasn't so goodvafter
that, Ze %Xnew he had to hasve lighter work, and begen to enguire about 2 new
verish, 1 had leafned to rezd and svezk Danish, and never wsnted to leave,

I never liked towns much - I still don't, But leave we did, and went to
Sackville, X,B.. Szckville 2t thet time wes 2 quaint little college town - calm
unhurried, snﬁﬁefinitely resvectable in a prir old world way - to the church

the sidewalks were wooden st that time., It was a very nice town with Just

the right nurber of stones fhouseqy'and with sore reelly beautiful houses,

A country club #nd a ladies college géve lustre to the city, fortunate enough to
heve . t. A]lison'University end 2 business sczdery, It also had two foundrries

to 2d¢ substance to its econory. A1] the besf veople knew each other, which

rade for close-knit relations, |

It expected tredition from its vrofessionals. The Rev., Wiggins, the former
Episconel pestor hed given years of faithful service., Bezutiful service by a
dediceted man, liow a new man is in the pulkbt - a2 man with liberal high church
treditions., It wes difficuit going, and Lion did not heln it much by seefing a
high priority on visiting the lower class veople, I didn't help much. I was

very suspect beczuse I was too young. Hg predecessor, i.rs, Wiggins, was everything
I ar not., Grey heired, celm, a veteran in church work, She was a dear beautiful

verson, who wees kind and good.
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I toox courses 2%t [ ., #llison, and then my brother Geoffrey came to stay for

¢ whole yezr, ¥e obtained az Jjob zt the foundry and was soon singing in the

choir, and entered into mery church sctivities, I wes glad to have Geoffrey

beczuse Lion hzd the lower church to take cere of, in addition to the parish

church, whick combined with 211 the other asctivities, and visiting, kept him

very‘busy. “e o2lsc was not i the beét of health, which slowed him up somewhat.

This trecubled hirs, end ceused hir to do more than he sHould, ir order to prove

he wzs glright, Ve both missed our Salmonhurst connections,

Geoffrey had his tonsils out and somehow or other this msde hin long‘for home.

Even his va2intinzs did rot satisfy ri~ ey rore, and he left, znd we missed him.

1 rmicssed being #b7e to chetter to hir, I develomed polyvps in the uterus, and bled ofte
co I was told to heve ther reroved, which I did in Amherst Hosritel, By the way

the hos»its) ceruzht fire, and I wes sent home 2 deys aftei the o:eration/

.rs, Wigging w=

mn

so sweet, she caﬁe in and fixed me o love]y tray. Lion began

to drill the choir, snd irtroduced .iarbacks communion service, The organist

left s#nd 2 lesc exmerierced orgenist took over, Lion wes beginning to lose sleez
at night due to vein, e ferred concer, since his mother had suffered this

m2ligrency, He refused to consult s\medicel doctor urtil it wes neesrly too late,

4

Ze hed feller vietir of zrtrritis deforrzns, OCOn advice of ris doctors he began

to think of going to #n Fnglisw hosuitel, and with this in rind he settled on St.

"Iuke's hosvitezl in Iondon.

Just sround this tire 2 tragic thing hapnened in Westcocky 2 men named Tower

fell of?e load of rarsh hay and wes killed., He left behind several children,

the youngest s little girl, just 2 few months of age., The mother had died just
oreviously of g brain tu-our, '‘e were ssked to tske the little girl, and did so.
She was blond ard nordic. ''e had an o0ld photogrzph of Lion's mother as 2 little

. 1]
girl, and we added Adelside to her na=e of Barbare, |,

varrianne goes on to relste how while lionel would be attending St. Luke's

hostital she would live in an svertment in St. Jokn. She tells us how her
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zon Ior cz~e over fro~ 3Zelfast tc «eet Yer company while Lionel wes attending
hoszital in Fnglend, She says,"Lion thought it would be company for me to have

Ien on his wacation. Iion had previously met Ian when we were home in '26,

So Izn arrived just before we went to St. John., Lion and he horfified the
neighbours by c¢limbing out to the flszt roof to view the city." She goes

on to tell us that Ian suffered 2 ruptured appendix at this time, and so

Adelaide wes taken care of by 2 dezr friend, Zaren Johansen of Salmonhurst.
serrisnne found 2 Jjob, and left Adelside for the winter with her friend, while
Ian attended the loecal séhoo], St. Josephs, i.arrianne sayg"he wes a really

good student - the fees were not high, and he received a scholarshipV,
She then goes on to tell ﬁs)"Time vassed and Lion returned to Canada - lamg,
and not ~uch better then wher he left, Ve went to visit Salronhurst, retrieve
Adelzide, 2nd co0 to Fngland, where Lion had the ovnmortunity to become rectbr

of Bof?ey. Je rezlised no rore Canzdisn winters for hir, no more fighting
theéﬁements. I guess we both hsted this vert, for Canada had been good to us,
Ye both worried about returnirg to 2 land we both knew had changed so much,
Ian werted to stey 2t St. JosesHs until his term was out.
We sziled away to England after svending some time in Salmorhurst, e adovted
Acelaide legally here through Anders J., Jensen, Once in England we went to Ireland
for 2 short time, then we went to stay ir privezte jodgingsin Cornsrd i.agnes,
quite nesr the 3ull residence. We attended Cornard church,.which was high
Anglican, snd Lion reslly loved it. | |
We visited often at the Bulls, and we were glad of this opportunity. The Bulls;
first cousins of Lion's, were realiy delightfully differenf. Ve rezlly liked the-,
and they liked us, Ve visited Borley Hectory and suvervised some of the alterations,
or should ] say renovations. We fell in lobe with the terrace gardenv really
a sort of eleveted rock garder., There was a cedar tree with s round flower bed

beneath it. Gerz1d Bull had started this bed meny yezrs before. It wes lovely

in the sovring with scillas, grave hyacinths, snowdrovg, crocus, snd Ster of Bethlehe .

The narcissus and jonquils followed later,
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The roors inside were erorrous. The floors we varnished and the front hall
stzirs. Really looked besutiful but hard to keep up., The rector's warden, Sir
George Whitehouse,ond Lacdy Whitehouse czlled upon us immediately, He had been
knighted for = bridge he had built in Indis, They were both pléin people, kind
and down to earth, They were 2vid gerdeners and Sir George grew —~=<-==- yhich had
to be seen to be believed, e met their sons, Langfod, and C'Bre and visited
Arthur Y211, their residence, We met their nephew, Edwin Wﬁitehouse.
Edwir wes 2guest at Arthur ©s11, he seermed to be at 2 loose end, having given
wd§ :
u» 2 teaching prosition,snd stterptine to discover if he hac 2 vocation., Edwin
had been in .77 25 2 rmidshivran and this had 2 cpzrently taker toll of his
nerves, Lior liked him very much; so did I, for we found it vleasznt to hsve
soreone friendly and uncrities? to telk with,
Adelaide was lonely without other children, We answered an ad. ir. the Timés,
and from thislwe acquired 2z little boy named Frengois. He wes s beautiful child,
2 few months younger ther Adelaice, and we offered hirm a2 month's vacation. But
ilong before that tire wes un Iion end I edorec hirm, and so did 211 who ceme in
contset with nim, Zig blue eves ;nﬁ brown curls,'and ah ever present srdle,
He wes a2 chubby 1=d. At no tire did his ;‘ather vay us snything in the line of cash.
The father, Frengois D'Arles,visitec hir every weekend at first, e did some
hendy work eround the plaece and wes good about the garden, Iione¥s health
deteriorated ratﬁer razidly, snd we wérelsomewhat cdisconcerted by hsvoenings

. )
tsking place]
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Tre following rages contain 2n account of the time the Foysters svent st

sorley, end events subsequent to this tirme. As this wes the crucial period,

much tire wes svent discussing the slleged hauntings and iarrisnne's recollections
of the Rectory, Cf course the Foysters knew of the history of Borley before
they toox the living; a2s well es heering 211 sbout it fro~ the Bulls when they
visited ir 1924, and ]926) they had met :rs. Srith and heard fror her =t

first hand of the Srith's exveriences, (.arrianne seid she felt irs. Srmith

wes confused, and felt thet sfter being tazlked to by Harry Frice .abel Smith
]

dic not kncw whst to believe!), rarrianne's ovm ettitude when they went there

wes thet it wes & 'lot of t2]1l storiec’, 2nd she was imoatient end annoyed st
beirgz storped by the locel veople everytime she frut her rose out of the door!
to be asked for the letest, rrobably Iionel Foyster got the ides of writing

2 book about 2 hzunted rectory zs 2 result of the irtense interest of the local
peorlef-i;arrinnne seys he hed the ides #t 2n early stzge, They were not

heopy with the villagers, 2nd esvecizlly the loczl gertry (with the excention

of the Yhitehouses). The villagers thought they were too friendly with the
wronz kind of veorie-- the lower classes, Lionel Foyster, esvecially, wes

2 msn who was frierdly to everybody, he fed the local trares, and let them sleen
in the outhousés; he loved children; he sdonted strzy dogs 2nd cats, and kept

an open house; doors were never locked, harrianne says.

The suthors soon found there wss no point in questioning larrisnne sbout
detziled events that were alleged to have happened, as she steted flatly that
by fer the majority were corpletely invented by lionel, as vert of his book.
Fowever, she ststed thet from time to time odd thiage would havven of a
voltergeist nsture, which would puzzle her, snd which she did not think ILionel
or-aﬁyone else waes resvonsible for, Footdeps were heard when nobody reslly
srpezred to be szrournd, end some of the things thst haovpened when Edwin ¥hi tehouse

was rresent bothered her, She felt the wsll writing originated in sore way
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fror hir, 2lthough they w?ﬁi:dill 'redly! to the comments and questions -

she specificslly said sbe[grote‘es did Lionel and Ian, when he stayed with them
on holidsy, But now, 211 these years later, she seems reluctant to believe
thet anything wes of » suvernormal nsture, and feels it was rore likely

that someone was cvlayirg tricks. She believes Harry P?ice verformed a magic
trick when he converted the vine, but does not accusgxgimany other trickery.
Becruse so much inporternce has been attzched to her versonal life end
integrity we questioned her =t length about the various children, and the
bigamous marriages, In feet, of course, only the marrisge to Fisher wss
bigemous, 2rd she hed ohbviously hoved 2%t the outset thet this could be ratified
eventually, 2z she wes genuirely fond of him, and wes exvecting Foyster to

die 2t 2ny tire., Z~wever Foyster recovered from that varticulsr bout of
illness and furing the ensuing months she and Fisher drifted svert until he
left her, not knowing thest the merrisgze wes bigerous, Foystér had been told
when he carme out of the nursing hore. Again her story sbout the children
fits in with the genersl brckground, They both loved children, they were zn

€L, leeels

erinently suitsble couvle for the Church of England'S}éociety, and the other
orgarizstions for unvarried rmothers to ccnsider zs foster verents, and it is
clear fro~ i.zrrianne's conversstion thet they regsrded thermselves as just that,
(ne has to rerember that both the adoption lzws end the regulations concerning
fostef homes were very ruch more lax than they are at oresent,

Cne has to reresber when tzlking to isrrianne thet the vararount concefn in
her life was Iionei Foyster's i1l Heelth; and the fact that he would soon die,
and leave her uncrovided for. Che hrd no skills to esrn her living, she

had rarried Greenwood when only 15 vears old, end had her bsby when she wes 16,
She.still séys she cernnot understend why everybody rade such a fuss ebout 2
'bunch of t21l stories', erd finds it difficult to believe anyone tskes

ghost stories seriously, So we will exvand in the following pzges on

l2rrisnne's own azccount of the hepperings at Zorley,.



K

]

e

87

THE FOYSTER INCUMBENCY

Certsin importsnt factors heve emerged during inteéview and correspondence with
harrianne Foyster which shed a2 very different kind of light on the hsppenings at
Borley during the years that the Foysters were in residence., For some reason
this hss become recognised ss the 'key' period; the time which has been regarded
gs affording most vroof of the slleged hauntings. The happenings during the
Foyster incumbency were more of 2 voltergeist tyve in nature, and the generzl
view prevailing st the time was thet either this type of event was entirely
frzudulent, or if the phenomens did occur they were caused by tentities! or
spirits, very often rischievous or lying spirits, but spirits nevertheless.
It must be noted, however, that meny of the events that took plece during the
Smith's incurbency were of 2 poltergeist type, sccompanied by stories of ghostly
sorvzritions, and the Fovsters'! experiences were, so to speak, sz continuation of
what haq been revorted as havihg havpened to the Smiths,
During the last twenty years we have come to understand tﬂe voltergeist phenomenon
much more than we did oreviously, and it is interesting to resd, for instance, of the
dragginé footéteos, and the mysterious light in the window, phenomens thst béthered
the Sriths, and to reszlize thet these are accepted componeﬂts of poltergeist
events havoening at the vresent time., Moreover, with modern recording equipment
the -sounds have been recorded, the strenge liéhts encountered in this type of
situatién heve been vhotogravhed, snd ever objects have been photogravhed in flight.
During recent yesrs mony more investigators hsve witnessed and recorded poltergeist
events, and there is now widespresd ascceptance 6f the reality and objectivity of
the phenomenon, Poltergeist phenomens are much more commonly experienced thsn
occurrences
most people realize, end mild outbresks and spontaneousk are frequently

reported to us. It would not now seem so unlikely that both the Smiths and

the Foysters could have experienced poltergeistry.
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But during the Foyster incumbency there was more than just a)poltergeist

outbresk. Frorm what Marrianne has told us, three main strands weave their way
through the story of the Borley hzuntings. First of all, there were some
inexpliceble hapvenings of s vpoltergeist nature; secondly, there was undoubtedly
an amount of trickery; dnd thirdly, there wss misrepresentation and misinformation
es to whet had actuzlly hsopened. We will go bsck to these points later,

but it is essentisl to fill in the background first, It is important to
understand that the over-riding snd dominznt factor in the lives of the Foygters
st thet time wes not the hauntings and ghosts - it was the fact that Lionel
Foyster was living through 2 dezth sentence, He had returned from Canads
knowing thet his illness was going to worsen progressively until he became
helpless a2nd bedridden, and that he would finally die of his disesse within the
next 10/15 years. He did die, in fect, 15 years after his return from Canada,
following ten yeszrs during which he was corpletely confined to wheelchzirs

or bed. . [arrianne, his wife, wes 21 years younger'then him, and was 46 years
of age 2t his d=zth., When the Foysters took the living at Borley, they knew
it would be a termporary srrangerent, 2nd they were concerned and anxious about
the future, They were 2wszre it was only & question of time before Lionel

would be corpletely unable to continue his rinistry. Ijonel Foyster was

an educeted, fun-loving man, wifh & tremendous love of muéic and theetricals,
(Marrienne has told us he elwsys felt he could have become a great actor if

he had not been in the.Church). This love of music wss the initial bond
between Foyster and Larriesnne's femily, Dlarrisnne's father, ¥r. Shaw, was an
organiSt, who had & great love of classicel music, end he and Foyster collected

together a small grouv of peovle who played and ssng music together. larrianne

tells us 21l of her ferily were rusicslly inclined.
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As a Churchman, Foyster was e high Anglican, with s love of ritusl. He liked

to write church musiec, and Marrisnne says he wrote new masses and tried out new
forms of communion services. He rroduced operettss, pageants, and plays in his
various livings, end much enjoyed this side of his work., He took great pleasure
in trsining his church choirs himself; Marrianne uses the word ‘'drilled’.

He was 2 men who thoroughly enjoyed his life snd his church work.,

But by the tire they arrived at Borley Foyster had become obsessed with concern
gbout his future, and wss worrying sbout what would happen eventually to Marrianne
and Adelzide, He became increasingly concerned ébbut his financial state; he
had lost most of his owrn personsl money in some venture in Canada in 1928, Marrisnne
told us. He would not be eligible for much in the wsy of & pension when he

left Borley, if indeed he received a2ny at all. In sctual fact, Larrianne says
they wére venniless when they left the rectory and relied solely on what Fisher
2llowed her 2t thet tire, 2nd whet she was eble to meke working as an usherette
in t he loczl cinerz. }arrisnne herself, of course, had had very little

training that would ensble her to ezrn a living, The whole of the Foysters'! life
in Fngland wes lived sgainst the backdrop of this anxiety and concern about the
future, _

They were, of course, familier with the story of the Amherst poltergeist.
l:arrisnne had had an overation for uterine polypsAin the Amherst Hospitgl, and
their home 2t this time was only a few miles from the scene of this famous
poltergeist outbreak, She says the area sbounded in ghost stories, as it does,
in fact, to this day; one of Canade's steady bést-selling books is the one
by Helen Creighton entitled 'Bluen.ose Ghosts) which is a3 collection of ghost
stories from the Maritimes, and which was originelly puhlishcd more than twenty
yezrs ago, The Foysters were also fully aware of the accounts of the happenings
at Borley; they had visited England in 1924 (some 2 years after their marrisge),

and at this time they stayed with the }isses Bull for some of the time they were
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on holiday. »arrianne 2lso recalls meeting Nrs. Smith and discussing the
happenings with her, although she cannot quite recall when this wss, She

feels it might have been dufing the timé after the Smiths had left the living,
and before the Foysters moved in. There wss a period of some time between the
two incumbencies when the rectory was émnty, and even after the Foysters had
accepted the living, and had returned to England, they did ﬁot actually move
into Borley until after a fair smount of renovstion had been carried out.

They stayed at Great Cornard, a neighbouring psrish, and Marrianne says they
attended the Church there, and lLionel loved it because the service was very
rituelistic; it was a very high Anglicazn service. Incidentzlly, the fact

that many renovstions were carried out before the Foysters moved in, bears out
what ' rs, Smith had s2id about the plece being in a state of extreme aisrepair,
and infésted with rats and mice. The Foysters were several months suvervising
the alterations before moving in during Cctober of 193C. |

lionel Foyster wes well swere thet Welter Hubbell hsd made a great deal of money - |
from the book he had written about the Amherst poltergeist, and he conceived the
idez of doing the same thing by writing & book sbout Borley. This would solve
his financisl brobelms. The three documents, which have been so extensively
quoted in a1l the revorts zbout Borley, were just the bones of a2 story that Foyster
was hoping to turn into s best-seller, The'Summary of Events’was‘the basié
plot, so to speak, the book wes to take the form 6f a Diary; ‘'Fifteen Months in
a Haunted House' would be the final title, Marrianne says that everyone in |
the household knew of this, end she believes that Harry Price was aware that the
accounts were meinly fictionsl, However, it seems that on the occasion of his
first visit to the rectory during the Foyster incumbency Price wss shown

Foyster's 'Disry of Occurrences' and he reacted as if he believed the account
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to be 2 truthful repetition of whst had actually happened. Price talked a

lot about his own resesrches, including his work with Rudi Schneider, and it was
on the occesion of this visit that he accused }arrianne of bging responsible

for the phenomena. Both Foyster and Marrianne were upset that she should have
been more or less publicly accused, and said they did not want Price to visit
again, It is not possible to asceftain so much later in time whether Foyster
actuslly told Price that the account was fictional, or whether he deliberately
allowed Price to believe it was genuine, or whether, as is most likely, Price

was aware of its fictionsl nature, but it suited his purpose to pretend to believe
it as truth, larrianne describes Price as 'a clever one! and is herself of the
orinion thet Frice must have known that the Disry was fictionz1, However,
Foyster was hoping that Price would endorse the book when it was éompleted

(2 foreﬁcrd verhaps?) and he may hsve been uncertain as to how Price would feact
to 2 purely fictionsl sccount, 2nd so he mey have delibefately left the matter
oven., . Foystér certzinly wented to mske use of Price's exvertise and knowledge
of the subject, and slso of his assistance and contects when it came to publishing
the book, Foyster continued to corresnond with Frice after that first visit,
lharrianne says it was sgeinst her wishes; she did.not like or trust Price.
But,she says, Lionel could be obstinste, and he was obstinste on this pdint.
Price persusded Foyster to lend him the'Diary of Occurrencesibin order thaf he
could use some of the material in one of his own books, and when he.failed to
return the manuscript some monthé later Marrianne televhoned Price to request its
return. Frice claimed that he had lost it. Foyster, however, still had his
Summary of £ vents, and after they hed left Borley he recommenced writing the
book, this time under the title "Fifteen konths in 2 Haunted House'".

This fact explsins the reason fot some of the observed discrepancies in the

various sccounts. Foyster, well aware that his sccount was fictional, did not
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bother too much with minor detzils, or attempt seriously to reproduce the

lost 'Diary’. After Foyster died Marrianne gave his books and papers to Pis
sister Hilds, karrianne ssys she wanted no part of them, in fact she was not
very interested in the‘Fifteen Eonths1manuscript while Foyster was writing it;
she regarded it as something to keep him amused while he wes confined to bed.
liarrianne assumes that Price acquired the ‘Fifteen Ronths’manuscript from Hilda,
after she, Larrianne, hed already left for the U.S.A. This would agree with the
comments in the SPR revort, The Haunting of Borley Rectory, page 83, where
Price, in s letter to Dr., Dingwall dated October 17 1946 is quote& as saying

"I have now szcquired Foyster's complete "Fifteen Months in a Haunted House®.

As we have 2lready sz2id it is difficult to be certain whether Price was/aware
that this account wes fiction, or not, Price only visited Borley himself

twice during the Foyster incumbency, on the first occasion in October 1931,
when he steyed overnight, and subsequently intimsted that he believed Marrianne
wss fraudulently oroducirg the vhenomena; and agein, on a leter occssion, when,.
Marrianne tells us, he sgrrived unheralded and uninvited, following fhe report
of 2 fire having occurred in the schoolhouse wing of fhe iectory. Marrianne
says Price hesrd of the fire through a lady in the neighbourhodifwith whom he
correponded, and turned up on the rectory doorsfeb,She says he had others with
him, and they brought 2 picnic.hamper and wine, and she plﬁces»the incident of
the wine becoming ink aé occurrihg on this occasion. She relates it as 'one of

Harry's megician's tricks!, and d4 not regard it ss anything other than this.

‘There was apparehtly a similsr incident when Price was dining with the Smiths.

Lionel Foyster continued to corresvond with Price during the whole time they were
at Borley, feeding him with steries of the allegeé happenings, evidently to gain
Price's opinion, and to obtsin background knowledge for his book. |

It ;lso seems that Foyster himself wss versonally responsible for some apparent.

phenomena, probably produced for effect, to see how people around would react.
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farrisnne says that l1ionel threw objects many times, esvecially when the group

of spiritualists from lFarks Tey were present. He threw things in order to observe

their reactions and to note what they would say. She says the minute these
people left the house all such throwin: of objects stopred. The phenomena
ceased completely when Lionel becsme confined to a wheelchair; Marrianne says
she herself was never very sure who threw what, because she says, other people
would join in, particularly the village children. Foyster's intention was not
to frighten snd deceive so much ss to observe and test ceople's resctions

to the phenomenz, larrianne also says he would relate, with great relish,
stories of phenomenz thet were alleged to have happened, and which the family
members present knew were not true, in order to observe his visitor's reactions,
In additiorn, the house was alwéys wide open, the villagers came and.went; some
of the‘rooms in the house were used for perish snd church business snd meetings;
the only toilet facilities were upstairs, thus affording excuse for people to
wander 21l over the house, and much of the time she did not know who was in the
house, or where they weré. She tells us that lionel was very fond of children,
end 6f the local tramps and down-and outs. These people were fed at the back - |
door, and allowed to sleep in the outhouse. She believes that on cold nights
they crept into the kitchen for warmth.‘ The house was never locked; the keys
had long been lost; the house had 4 outer doors and 3 staircases., They
8lso vossessed a dog, and a stray cat or two. One can understand how easy

it would be for anyone to produce fraudulent phenomena, and it is equally easy
to realise thet if any genuine phenomena took place they might not be recognised
as such,
Marrianne says that sometimes there were events and happenings that pugzzled

them. They did hear footsteps from time to time, when there reslly did nof seem

to be gny cause, Objects did sometimes appear to move entirely on their owm.
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The wall writings were an example of phenomena that puzzled them, These
would initislly appear, avparently,from nowhere, although she sdmits that she

herself, and other members of the family 'answered'! the remarks by writing underneath

\ them, But she denies responsibility for initiating them, andizvndikaithat

she was mad when they first sppeered, as the wall had been recently re-decorated,
and it took her hours to clean it up. But she szys the writings only appeared
when Edwin Whitehouse was in the vicinity, and she felt he was in some wey
responsible, either deliberately, or unconsciously,

Edwin wes a very emotion2lly disturbed young men, judging both from previous
reports about him, and from what larrianne sa2ys of him now. Ke was obsessed
with discussing religion, could not decide whether to become a spiritus list or a
Romzn Catholic 2t one time, a2nd he was always praying and holding long seriqus
conversations, He and Foyster played & lot of chesé together, and spent much
time in esch others' comvsny. *arrianne szys Edwin wes at a loss initially

as to what to believe zbout the 'hauntings'., He had been sceptical until he
talked to Earry Pfice, who evvarently convinved hirm of the reality of paranormal
phenomena, later, while in the rectory he himself witnessed some phenomena,
(see pages 10C/1CC of SPR Report 'The Haunting of Borley Rectory") and Earrianné
says he became totslly confused about the reality of the subject. She gives

8 picture of the three of them playing dice ard ﬁord games for hours in the evenings,
when Lionel and Edwin would discuss the poltergeist events, snd religion, and

she obse-ves 'often I did not agree with either of them', Again, there are two
possible explanstions, and one cen never be sure of the truth so long after

the event, Edwin Whitehouse could well have been the focus of such'genuine

voltergeist activity ss occurred, snd this is probsbly the most likely assessment,
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especially since Yarrianne herself says she witnessed some of these things

when Edwin wes present, and finds them puzzling. But it is also possible (although
perhaps less likely) that Edwin was & confederate of Lionel's, and would ‘create’
phenomena when Lionel was not there to do so himself., They were very close

friends and Edwin was conbhually at the rectory. NMarrianne says the meals

at Sir George Yhitehoue's home were light, snd Edwin had a healthy appetite =~

she fed him at the rectory on most days. It is also noteworthy that the poltergeiét
pheromena finally ceased after Marrianne says she pleaded that the house be
'cleaned'. She wanted s religibus service, Edwin arranged for a mass to be

said and lionel officisted 2t a religious service. This 2lso coincided with
the time that Iionel became permsnently confined to his wheelcheir, and Ed;:fn hed
decided to becore a Benedictine monk, and left the village, From then on
the phenomena ceased completely, Agzin we gre left wit%(::: vossible explanations;—-
the pheromens ceased beczuse Foyster could no longer throw things without being
detected’ and Edwin left the neighbourhood, It would be interesting to know

whether Edwin experienced continuing vpoltergeist phenomena in his monastry!
v genuine
We cannot now decide whether Edwin wss the centre o?(poltergeist phenomena ,

- or whether it wes all trickery. larrianne herself confirms that the events of

the bottle, tumbler and stiletto happened es described in the SFR report, but

with the exceotion of the wall writings, which she definitely attributes to Edwin's
conscious or subconsecious self, she still thinks there is s possibility thst it
was trickery. Edwin, of course, kney of the book, and that it was meant to be

a fictional sccount, snd could have been, ss we have said, a confederate of
lionel's, However, we are inclined to believe théy were geﬁuine phenomens., .

At the time the SPR revort was written thére was not such good evidence for the

reality and objectivity of this type of phenomenon as there is today. The events
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described have all the ring of truth to anyone who has been as involved
in this kind of rese~rch as one of us has (Iris Owen). Iris'writes,"I have
personally seen a spoon rise from my dining room tsble and float several feet
across the room before gently coming to rést on the floor, under & radistor,
The event was 'triggered off' by a remark that produced an emotional response.
Cn another occasion in the 'Philip' experiment an sshtray rose from the floor
to the ceiling by itself, and drovped down close by the person who was the
Ttarget' of 2 comment, This was seen by several people, and the sound of the
ashtray hitting the overhead vipes, and then hitting the teble was recorded"!
Wevourselvesbnow believe that isolated spontanecus poltergeist phenomena are
frequently 'triggered' as a2 release of suppressed emotion, and that they occur
quite often., We have had hundreds of such incidents relsted to us. The
behsaviour of the stiletto, the tumbler, and the bottle, ::lated in the SPR report,
seemx to be berfectly tyvical of this tyve of phenomena, Edwin Whitehouse was
certainly the kind of person to become the focus of such events. As we have said
before it is not enfirely unknown for two people in the same household to become |
the focus for poltergeist outbreaks, end it is certainly not impossible that
two succeeding families in a house should he;ve such eﬁperiences.
This fzet could account for the initial hearing of footsfeps in the house,
before Edwin Whitehouse was in the village, Eithér of the Foysters, or Adelaide,
could have been the focus for the hore minor events, Adelaide must :uave been
a very emotionelly confused little girl. She had lost her pérents within a short
time of esch other‘under tragic circumstances, She had been tsken away from
her older brothers and sisters, and then finslly bfought to a strange country,
and exposed to 211 thé telk of ghosts and goblins. It is no wonder that.
she has most unhappy memories of her expefiences as a young child!

After the 'house-clesning' and Edwin's departure to join the Benedictines,

Larrianne writes "the house stayed quiet, Lionel's arthritis wasn't too bad,
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We built 2 doll's bungalow for Adelaide. Ilion and I played snaskes and ladders
with the children. We burned without reading several letters whose postmark
we recognised., Some really happy months passed, Then Lionel's arthritis
caused him to be hospitslised"”.

From then on the Foysters becsme incressingly concerned about Lionel's health
and their financial future., This was the period during which Marrianne tried

various jobs, inecluding the flower shop venture with D'Arles., She started to

. foster children for long and short periods. These children were mostly placed

with the Foysters by the Church of England Children's Society. This is a

voluntary Society run as 2 cheiity by the Church of England which looks after
provides

children in need,Kholidays for children from poor areas, temporary foster homes

for children whose perents are sick, ané runs ar adoption agency for children

of unwed mothers, where the mother is unable to provide for them. The Society

looks for accommodation for these children from among members of the Church of

England, and it wes 2 completely natursl thing thst the Rector of the parish
would be ssked to help find homes for needy children., The Foysters had already
demonstrated their generosity in this resvect by their adoption of Adelaide
before leaving Canads, and they stsrted to look after children again at thié time,
Iarrisnne told us that lionel 2nd she both loved children, and she étated they
'did not receive a penny' for looking after the children they took in at Borley.
However, it is very likely they received money for the children' 's upkeep and

clothing.
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Marrianne tells us that Lionel menaged the family finances, and he looked

after the money from the flower shop., ! arrianne continued to take in

children right up until she left England, after lLionel had died., She was

looking efter children st weekends who had been evacuzted from the bombed out
aress of Iondon, When asked whzt she thought would havpoen to the children

when she left for the U.S. she revlied that she had thougif the Childrer'S Society
would reclsim ther,'they krew where they were'., She would have liked to have

sent for John and Astrid after going to the U.S. but never had enough money.

S0, as we have crid earlier, thére were the three a2spects to the alleged
hauntings durirs the Foyvster incurmbency: in the first place, Iionel Foyster

wes writing 2 work of fiction, not fect, with the specific intention of mzking
money. Thic zccounts for the varyinz discrensrncies thet have beén noted by
those who heve tried to obtein a picture of the seqnence of events, Having

Jost his original’Diary of Cccurrerces' to rrice, Foyster restarted the.manuscript
after lerving 3orley, and did not boﬁher to rewrite the story (or perhsps could
rot rererber the detzils) so thatyggitiincide exzctly with the previous account,

This also exvleins why Foyster did not meke much of the 'wine into ink! trick.

lerriarne seys that they both recognised this ss 2 conjuring trick of *ricet to

‘help things 2long' s she out it, Secondly, in order to gein colour and
baquround for his book Foyster menufactured incidents, or invented ther (i.e.
he related detzils of events that had not haovvened) in or&er to observe his
visitors' resctions. Marrianne says thet everyone concerned knew thst this was
hepoening, and regarded it as fun, and not to be taker seriously, It is
impossible; es we heve said, to be certsin whether Frice was swere that Foyster
was doing this, end oretended to go along, in order to get the materiezl for his

own books, or whether he was completely deceived by Foyster. IFarrianne herself
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seys she is not sure about this, elthough inclined to believe that Price must

have had some idez. She felt he wee too clever to be completely deceived,
Apparently, also, no esvecizl secret was made of the details of lionels' illness
end its vrognosis, and it seems likely Price must have been aware of this, although
little is made of the Foysters' over-riding concern about the future. Presumably,
rrice could heve been 'biding his time' until he could use the materisl freely,

end would be z2ble to vleed that he believed Foyster to be telling the truth.

It is true thet the " ost Haunted House ir England" was vublished in‘19u0, ebout
five years before Foyster's death, and it w;s in relation to Pricé's request for
use of the "Diary" ..SS thet Foyster wrote (as quoted in the SFR report) 'I am
2frzid thet it would clash with er effqrt of my own to do the szme thing'. This
irplies, since we knew thet Foyster was intending to write sz book of fiction,

thet he believed Price wes writirg in the same vein, and he was firally persuaded,

‘as we have rertioned, to lend. the XSS to Frice, who never returned it, During

the last five vears of his life Foyster wes frequently very ill, and almost
cornletely bedridden , and he m2y not have Eeen able to summon up the energy

to protest 2t his meterizl being trested irn the way it wes by Price. But
Price did not vublish the bulk of the materizl until after Foyster's death,

ard his lectures, radio talks and so on, publicising the events at Borley mostly
occufged gfter Féystef’s death and when liarrianne was safely out of the céuntry.
The facts of Iionel's illness and its prognosis make a tremendous'difference
wher: looking at the mazny suvpositions put forward from time to time sbout
Marrianne's possisble motivistions for fresud, Fa+ from wishing to leave the
Rectory, as has been a2lleged, they were havpy there. She commented to us that
enyone who had lived under the circumstances of their ezrly days in Canada would
regesrd living st Borley 2s a luxurious way of 1life, The lMisses Bull had had
some extensive re-decorating done before they moved ir, and Marrianne says she

loved the vlace, and esvecislly the garden and grounds.
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Sut whether theyv had liked Borley or not, they had no money, and knew that

vher they left 3Borley it would be becsuse liorel would no longer be able to
continue his ministry, 2nd they would have ro home to go to. Since the Rectory
did not belong to them they could not be sccused of trying to profit should its
revutation for being hsunted increase its value iﬁ the real estzte market!
Finslly, in order to 2d” confusion to zn already confused situation, events

of a poltergeist nature that eopeared to be genuine dicd occur from time to time,

end, as has been vreviously stzted, most frequently when Edwin Whitehruse was

oresent. “hen you consider these three facts, together with the knowledge
that, gs i erriznne sezys, 'everyone zround joined in the fun,!' it is clearly
imvossible, row, to disent?nglelfact fror fiction, or to mske any judgement
as to the rezlity of eny of the events during this period of time.

3ut we feel that what Yarrianne has told us makes sense, It is logical,
snd, whet is more imvortant, everything she hss told us fits ir with what is alresdy
known sbout the Borley hauntings during the Foyster incumbency., To us it has the
ring of truth, Yowedays we are very familiar with the larze nurter of very

I AL .
orofiteble tooks end films thzt have been praoducedlbased on alleged hauntings,

but bezring very little relationshiv to the original facts. The book and film
entitled "The Exorcist! is & well-knowﬁ example in the field of poltergeistry, as
is the current best-éeller "The Arityville Forror", 3oth of these books were
based on actual poltergeist events, but in both cases the events were exsggerated
and drzmatised to such an extent thet they bore little relationship to the
actual events in their final accounts. Also, in the case of "The Amityville
Horror® an ulterior motive emerges - Dr, Stevhen Kaplan, Director of the
Parapsychology Institute of Americe, 76-03 45th Avenue, Queens, K.Y. 11373,

sert fhe following staterent to THFTA (The Journal of the Psychical Research
Foundetion, Inc. Durhsm, N.C.) "After severs]l months of extensive research and

interviews with those who were involved in THE ARITYVIIIF HORRCR, we have found no
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evidence to suptort eny claims of a 'haurted house'. What we did find is a couple who
hed purchased 2 house thet they could not economically afford. It is our
professional opinion thet the story of its haunting is mostly fiction", (vol. 5.
Jo.4. 4th Quarter 1G677). In the seme volume, Peter Jorden and Rick Joran have
stated vublicly thet the book is grossly insccurate, and that their investigation
of the case did rot suvvort clzirs of parenorrzl activity., Jordan is a field
investigztor for the PRF znd rroject Director for VESTIGIA, 2 resezrch organization
in hew Jersey, 2nd l.orsn is a vhotojournzlist who covered the Amityville story
since the first recorts were mede of strange occurrences there irn February of 1978,
In stite of thris, however, we find 2n account in the Sunday Ster of Toronto, dated
27th fugust 1977, stating thet the z2uthor of the book (who wes slso, incidentslly,
the screen writer for the filrm, "The Exorcist") hzs received 3£ million for the
movie rights to the Armityville story. The Toronto Star erticle states thaet the
book 'is hesed on the exneréénces of 2z counle who fled in terror fror their six-
bedroom‘house in Amityville in Jamuary 1976, only 2€ days after they had moved in
with their three childrer. The author of the book did not ectuzlly visit the
the house during the 2lleged hzurntings, his story'is besed on interviews and
local gossiw, Two yesrs previously the house had been the scene of 2 grisly
rass murder; e young man, aged 23, hed killed his par-ents,two sisters, end two
brothers; thus msking it 2n excellent tzrget for s hsunting! _Soméwhet
surorisingly, the 'ghést' alléged to have been seen during the poltergeist events
wes rot thet of the murdered persons, but of the younz men who committed the
rurders, end who is currently serving 2 life sentence in prison for the €rime!
An unusuel twistt

An article in FATE msgazine in 18y 197 states "the affair places uncommon

derands on our credulity. Is there any evidence that George and Kathy Iutz
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sctuelly witnessed such consistently dramstic occurrences? OCur own investigation
leeds us to believe thet while the Tutzes mey have experienced some genuine
varanormal events, these events were relstively infrequent and unremarksble,
Certzinly that is whet the Tutzes originally reported to the press in February 197€.
To the best of our knowledge no objective evidence exists to support the more
spectacular end bizarre claims thre book‘describes.

We bese this conclusion on csreful corperison of earlier newsvaver and

ragezine accounts (rmeny contezining the Lutzes own pefsonal staterents recorded
during the time of their brief stay in Amityville,) with Anson's copious méterial
eand on the testimony of individuals who the author éredits with irtimate involvement
in the case", The authors of the 2rticle go on to comment that *'in 211 of their
corbined yesrs of investigsting such occurrences and studying the literature of the
psranormzl, we had never before heard of so much psychic activity concentrated in one
area in such a short veriod of time .,.. the book resds like & primer éf paranormal
occurrences with every conceivsble tyve of experience renorfed".

Cne cannot helr being struck by the fact that exactly the same has been

said of the Zorley hsuntings. If Price had been zlive today he might very well .
heve made s fortune out of the film rights of his Eorley books. Foyster, of course,
wes unlucky thet he did not live to finish and publish his own book. It is
interesting too, thet in spite of the fact that serious researchers have vroved

that the stories behind the above ﬁentioned books (The Exorcist‘and‘The'Amityville
Horrof) are grossly exaggerated and distorted, and consist mainly of fictional
accounts, this does not detract from their commercial vaiue. Neither does it
prevent them fror being vresented as being at least based on resl experiences.
The general buying public does not seem to cere very much whether thé stories

are true or noti they 2re vrepared to believe them,
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As we have said, we cannot now be sure where the most responsibility for
the deception over Borley lay., Foyster may have finally intended to present
his book as fiction (even if slightly based on fact). Price may have believed
that Foyster was relating fzithfully details of actual occurrences., Foyster
wes a2 scholar, a Vicar of the Church of EFnglarnd, Price could have argued that
he would be the last person to tell outright lies, and if Foyster told him it
was truth, he may have believed him, Foyster may have believed that he needed
Price's belief and support to get the book oublished, and so let him continue
to believe in the reality of the phenomené. ~ Or he could hsve beén deliberately
chesting Frice to get his own back for his behaviour towards arrianne,
We cannot now know the truth, But Price certsinly e-erges as an inadequate
investigator, 2 journslist rsther than a researcher; he avparently accepted
everything st face value, and could not hsve investigated the occurrences
in depth, §o.many facts could clezrly have given him clues if he had made s
enauiries ,
fow X | 2t the time.' He did for Borley whay Jey Anson has done for
Amityville,
Fina1lly, what sbout Marrianne? Che hes long beer cast 25 the villainess Qf:
fhe piece, msinly because of Frice's first sccusation against her. For some
reason, many veodle were vrepsred to believe Frice when he accused Farrianne,.
We find it interesting that Price was apparently prevared to believe in the reality
of the poltefgeist vhenorienz during the Srmith incumbency, and did not level any
accusations of fraud fhere, although many of the phenomens were similar to those
experienced, epverently, by the Foysters. harrianne's versonal life has been
investzgated to the last detsil, on the assumption that since she indulged in
deception, investigation of her private life and publication of its results is
Justified. Unfortunstely much of what has been said about Marrisnne has |
been.assumption, or vart-~truth, at best. Investigators have taken the line

of ressoning that because she contrscted s bigamous marriege to Fisher, and



54

apperently indulged in sore extra marital affairs, she could have been equally
deceitful in producirg the phenomenz st Eorley. In actuzl fact, the lives

of many people could not bear the kind of intercive scrutiny to which trarrianne's
private life was subjected., It is imvortant to clear'up some of the accusations
rmade and restore her credibility.

In the first place, a2 great deal hzs been said and writtep about Larrianne's
marital status and relationship with Iionel Foyster. The legality of her
marriage to Foyster has been questioned. From her own account it seems quite
clezr thet this wes 2 legzl marriage. Althoﬁgh her second marriage ceremony

to Greenwood wes legel (the first having been ¢ runaway affair without parental
consent), everything now known‘points to the fact that she is te]’ing the

truth when she tells us that following her le%iﬁeperation from Gree iwood

he did gec tc¢ <usirglis, where he subsequently died. She haa this information
fron Greenwood's aunt, end so she could be regarﬁed as a widow 2t the time she
married Foyster, Tt séems very ?ossible, however, that whether he had died or not;
Greenwood hsd in some wey obtained either an %?ulment or a divorce., Greenwood
was, of course, under age, and the second marrisge cerermony waes without his mother's
knowledge or consent. errienne says her father deslt with the lawyers or her
beh21f, and visited Fngland to see lawyers when ‘%ay were told Greenwa? wished

to remarry, gnd she has a recollection of signing vevers a2t some tirme, She

had elweys refused to sccept money from Greemwood, snd he never contributed to

the upkeep of the child, Furthérmore, lionel Foyster wss, of course, completely
awsre of her marital status, or otherwise, when he suggested she join him

in Canade and become his wife. They had been corresponding frequently for some
time, and she had told hiz about her marriage and the baby, and the subsequent

events, Of course her parents were corresponding with him too, and would have

edvised him of the truévosition,
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However, an interestine fact emerced fror conversstion with rarrianne
in regerd to her merriage with Foyster. She tells us thet at the wedding

recevtion Tionel was bosstirg to Dr. Smithers, who performed the merriage

'ceremony, thet he, lionel, had bavtized iarrisnne when she wes g baby., He

was very disturbed by Dr. Srither's response to that informstion. According
to Larrianme, Lr. Smithers ssid thet the marriege, although legzl in the eyes
of the law, would not be regerded as velid in the eyes of the Church, as Iionrel

stood ir the relationshin of 2 srirituel father to “z2rrianne. Farrianne

~ s2ys this shocked Iionel very much. We cannot escertsir if the particular

church or conzregation to which they belonged Aid, ir fact, hold thet view at
that tire, It seers very strenge to us thet this should be so, but iarrienne
assuree us that it is true. "het is irnortant of bourse.is, thzt if Iionel
Foyster believed thet as far 2< the Church was concerned his merriage wes not
velid, this expleins his subsequent sccentance both of [ grrisnre’s 'flings' es
she describes ther, and her bisarous merrizge to Fisher, Vhatever the facts
regerding this allpged stete~ent of Lr., Smithers however, there remeined, as
there had slw?ys‘been, a deer 2ffection between arriznne énd Iionel Foyster,
glthough this apneared at time to be the relationshinp of 2 father and daughter,
rather then thet of husband and wife.  This father/dsughter asvect of their
relationshin ovrobably became strenghtered further when Foyster became stficken
with arthritis 2 few years zfier their marriege. They were married in 1922.
end visited Englend for three months in 1924, 1Iionel develoved bronchitils

on the journey hore in 1924, snd in the summer of 1925 he had s heart sttack
vhile swimring, That winter he ﬁadhhis first attack of arthritis, and reslised
he would heve to teke lighter work, Ye had been looking sfter 3 varishes,

and they moved to the quieter town of Sackville., So lionel Foyster hsd only

ebout two yezrs of good heslth after their w?ddingz But, as we heve said



their relstionshivc wes very close. larriznne still speaks of hirm sffectionately
by her pet nszme of 'lion', and often uses the present tense when talking about
him, He wes clearliy the most importsnt men in her life, and they remsined
married and together for twerty three years, She mskes it clear that she
never had any intention of ebandoning Foyster while he still lived in spite of
her 'flings'. "“hen she'married'Fisherlionel was very ill, they had given notice
of leaving Borley, and she thought he might never come out of the nursing hore,
¥arrianne seys Iionel becare increasiﬁgly worried while they were ot
Borley 2s to what might become of her when he died, ard had various ideas for
reking cvrovision for her, #s we have said, the vublicetion of the book was one
idez, 2nd the opéning of thé‘flower shov in ondon wes snother., The sgreement
in this cese wes that ! arrianne shonuld run the shoo and D'Arles grow the flowers
in the rectory garden, D'Arjes wes reputed to be good at growing flowers.,
But either this recutetion wes unjustified, or he became lazy and would not bother,
ard the business fziled because he could not produce the flowers to sell.
narriannebhed, and still has, a grest love of flowers., $he says how she loved
the Rectory gerden in the Soring, end hes told us zbout the besutiful flowers
grown in the gardens of Sir George and lsdy Whitehouse, Iionel me2naged the
flower shov fiﬁences; he apparently kevt 211 the household accounts, snd farrianne
tells us that the incident that has been related of L'Arles seen weeving in
the churchyard, happened following 2 row they hsd hed over D'Arles failure to
produce the flowers. During this period they were also looking after various
cbildren, for long and short periods, meinly obtszined from the Church of England
Childrens' Society. 1} ost of these were probably foster, but sore stayed for
much longer periods then others. The laws regarding to fostering and adoption

st thet period of time were ruch rmore flexible than they are now, and volunteer

S¢6



socleties, such ss the Church of England Childrens' Society, were 2llowed

a great deal of discretion in the disvoszl of the children who ceme into their
care., Children were fostered, often, for long periods, then if the arrangement
was satisfectory to a1l varties, adoption could be arrenged, Or the éhild could
temaivt 8 foster child, Children from citiés ware often sent into the

country for holidays, t0 recuverate fror illnesses, to be looked after when there
wes illness ir the farily home, and so on., One of us (Iris) hsd a great aunt

in an Ezst Anglisn viilage, very much like Borley, who used to tske in childrer
from the C. of E. Childrens Society in just this wey. Sometimes a child would
stay for s year or more, sometires for two or three weeks. The Society would pay
the expenses of the chilé. feeding, clothing, a2nd so on, gnd the foster varent
would meke 2 very tiny profit,. tarrisnne tells us she never 'received 2 venny'
for the children she locked after, but we think she means she difd not make sny
extrz money for her fosteriég, and this is prbbably true, Of course 2

Church of anland Rector and his wife in 2 smell fufal village would be most
excellent prospective foster varents for the Church of Englend Children’s Societu’s
werds, ond arrianne sayvs they were constantly in touch.

After the failu¥e of the flower shov venfure lionel begen to hsve lonz spells

of illneés and from time to time spent weeks, and even months in the Iong relford
Nursing Home, ilerrianne seys he wes a2lways urging hef to look around for
someone whor she could marry zfter he hed cdied, and it wes during one of the times
that he was ir the Nursing Home that she met Henry Fisher. She went through

a form of martisge with him, 2nd lived with hir in Ipswich, while Foyster wes

in the nursing home. During this flare-up of his illness it became clear that
Foyster wes unzble to continue his duties es Rector of Eorley, and érrangeﬁents
were mede for ther to lesve the living. Foyster was told of the 'marriage' by

larriamne shortly afterwards, and when they moved fror Borley he posed quite
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hevpily as Marriznne's father, and she became known as Lrs. Fisher in their

new homne, Her intertion apvzrently was that if Foyster did not recover from

this bout of illrness she would be rarried snd provided for. Although she

says Foyster knew that the marrisge wss bigamous, she seems to believe that

Fisher never knew the truth, She hzd a small baby at that time, another one
fostered through recommendations of the Church of Englard Society, and it is
vossible thet she allowed Fisher to believe this child wss his,vin order to
persuade him to go through the marriage ceremony. Fosyter was almost completely
inczvecitated 21 thie tire end confined to his bed. Fisher worked, mzinly as o
long distance lorry driver, and centributed to the uvkeep of the home, and

i.arrisnne worked as 2 cirema usherette. Ficher was swey fror hore s good dezl

st his work, The need for roney wzs dominant gll the time, it seers gs if

there w2s no pension for Foyster, hMarrisane cdescribes ther 2s being venniless

at times. Unforturately she did not get on with her rew in-laws. She says

she ana Fisher hzd argurents, and his famiiy did rot accecrt her. The frarrisge?
foiled, 2nd Ficher finzlly Jeft her, fhe stayed on elone with Iionel until

he died sorme tire later,

The merrisge to C'Neil offered her s chance to get back to the l'ew Worid, aé

she still c211§ it, where she was alweys hspoy, and to which she hed longed to
return, By then Foyster was dead, and she and C'leil planned to merry, but‘

she feared that if they weited too lorng he might be sent away and not returr.

He was in fact due to go to Eurove for a Fev months, CShe told hir she was
pregnant, and he agreed to marry her, Cn his return from abrosd she and Vincent
were waiting for him; She moved to 2 War Brides' camr where her papers weré
processed to enable her to go to the U.S. VWhen asked about the children _‘

sﬁe had left behind she cleimed thzt she thoughtthe Church of England Childrens
Society would reclszirm ther., She has never made it very clesr whether fﬁqy

had actuzlly sdovted eny of the children other than Adelside, who was legally
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adorted before they left Canada, but it seems there were no legsl formalities

entered into in resvect of the other childrer, l.arrianne is reluct;nt to

talk about Adelside, end she has completely lost touch with her, Aaelaide

wes of course her legs) resoonsibility., I imegire that when the Foysters
bozrding

left 3orley Adelzide wzs cut iﬁ(school so that she would not reveal the truth

of .arrisgmne's relstionshin to Foyster when she was 'mzrried' to Fisher!

i.2rrisnne would not talk about her. In 1945 when *arrianre left for the U.S.A.

Adelside would, of course, have been 17 years old, and oresumably no longér :

finencielly derendent uvon arrianne. A child could also legzlly leave home

at 1€ yesrs of a2ge, 2rd so sh9 wes lega1ly indevendert of | arrisnne.

liarrianne s2ys Adelaide has 'suffered enougzh'! and should not be bothered

further,

viarrisnne ie now 2 citizen of the U.S.A, Yer marrisge to Foyster was legal in

the eyes qf the law, whether or not the church et that time and vlace regarded it

gs void ir the soviritusl sense, éer marriage to C'Yeil was legal, as she had been

2 widow for sorme months when she married him, WYer marriage to Fisher was

bigarous, but he deserted her! It seems likély that he was not aware thast the

rarriage wes bigemous. Marrisnne tells us she divorced G'ieil orn eccount of

his alcoholisr, but they remain on friendly terrms, and while one of us (Paulene)

wes interviewing her in & hotel roor she called O'reil and asked him to fetch

her and tske her home, as it wss late 2t night, Vincent, the baby she took to

the U.S. is still living at home wifh her, and they are apparertly very fond of

each other, He is now in his early 's.

One final point has to be rade on Marrisnne's behalf, ss so much weight has

beer atteched to it in revorting events at Borley., This concerns the staste

of her health, f.arrianne was indeed a norrmelly healthy young worman during

her life et Borley, excevt that Jhring the early dsys of her marrisge to Foyster



she develoved some gynsecological troubles, which caused hesvy loss of blood

st certein times. The overation she had in Amherst Hospital to correct

this condition wes only partislly successful, snd she suffered from this complaint

subsequently. This hesvy loss of blood wes the ceuse of the fainting fits and
the frequent illnesses so ofter cormented upon in the recorts. One has to
rezlise that the moderr hormone trestrents which would now be eveilable were not
aveilasble at that time,

As a finel conclusion, one hes to recognise thst we are relesting only

whet ‘arrianne has told us. There is now no way of oroving that one opinion
as to the truth of the metter is more believable than another, excevt by
corparing the accounts snd trying to see which version makes most sense.

The Rev. Foyster is long dead, and cen no longer confirm or deny what his
widow is saying, snd the szme esoplies to Harry Frice, Fisher is dead ard
cannot corroborste or dery ! arrisnne's statement that Foyster acceded to;the
bigamous marriage by volunterily vosing as her father, Marriznne herself is
just on EC yesrs of age, although she still looks much younger, and she still
works, for é Comrittee or Aging!, She dresses smartly, is slert, and appears
to have a very good memory for vest events, As the resder can see from the
accounts printed verbatim in the earlier pest of this revort, she has not lost
her ability wifh words, snd the materisl is extremely well typed. She still
writes 'pieces! for the loczl pever, and composes small poems for publication;
Eer own reaction when fir#t contacted was of dismay snd horror, She wrote back
to say that she wes funder the impression thet I had at last echieved privacy.

I have suffered much at the hands of sensztionslists ... I wes not & central
figure(at Borley) ..... unheopily I happened to be there when the time wes fight
for fhe sensationelist to meke heydsy .... I am the innocent vietim", She

only consented to taslk to us on the basis thet she would relate her story to

someone who wes not previously involved in research at 3orley, and that her versior



-

&/

of the events would be what wes printed. This we agreed to, ¥arrianne also

told us of the interview granted to l.r, Robert Swanson of the Paravsychology
Association in lay 1958, She gave us permission to use these tapes if we

wished, to check the story she wes telling us now, She s2id thst during those
interviews she hecd been jgquestioned on s yes-no basis, and remarked thatvthe lawyer
seemed more interested in her sex life then on whet had rezlly happened. She
maintained that she had told him thern that most of the events alleged to have
occurred were fictior snd not fact., Zhe s2id that if she had been asked sae would
heve-related the whole story thern,, but she felt she wazs being threatened, enrd
decided only to snswer the questions vut to her. Due to the genero §ity of krs.
Babs Coly, rresident of the Faravsychology fAssociation, we were furnished with a
transerist of the taves of those interviews, or rather with a2s much as remains,
some of thé raterial having been lost during 2 flood in the basemenﬁ of the r.A,
We had access to this reteriz]l on the strict understanding that we did not guote
directly fro~ the trenscricis, or use them in any weyiother than to check the
inforration larrianne 535 given us recently, with what she said at thet tire.

4 lot of the questionirng wes based on events as described in "The Haunting of
Eorley Rectory" and therefore is irrelevant, as we have pointed out that Larriznne
hes stated thet it wes meent a2s fiction - the rezlity of any specific event is
imraterial in that context. It is interesting that many of the events thet
Marriznne is questioned ebout in the interview are comnletely new to her. This
bears out the fact that while she ssys Foyster read and passed around the manuscript
headed "Diary of Cccurrences" while they were still a2t Borley, after this document
wes 'lost! by Price 2nd he (Foyster) started to rewrite his book when they had left
Borley, lsrrianne herself wes no longer interested, and did not see or read the
lzter manuserivt. She regarded it 2s something that kept Foyster amused while

he wes confined to 2 wheelcheir, and later to bed.



In the interview in 195 she allows it to be believed that Foyster did
not know of the existence of her son, Ian, snd thet he wes passed off as her
younger brother. This fect, is of course, irrelevant to the hauntings, but forms
pert of the gereral stteck on iarrienne's charscter end her alleged deceitfulness.
However, her tresent accourt seems much more reslistic. After 211, FPryster
was orirmerily and originelly 2 friernd .of her parents, and during her childhood
he wrote to her more in the cavscity of 2n honorary 'uncle'. Also, he visited
ther on 2 nurber of occasions when he ceme from Cenada or vacation - rarrianne
tells us of the wsy he kept ther all svellbound by his descriptions of the
bezuties of Capeda. HYer merrisge to Greenwood ard the subsequent birth of the
beby wes told hir in Jetters written et the time, and her vresent account
thet Izn visited ther in Canads and stayed over while Iionel wes visiting St., '
Iuke's Hosvitzl, 2rd that he remzined in Canada to complete his education
when they returned is ruch more vpleusible, She seys that Lionel paid for Izn's
education, and certezinly until he lost his money in 1928 Foyster seemed well
provided for financislly. The Foysters visited England af /ecu'ffwice’ after their
. and (926

marriage)in 1924>\visiting both with i.arrisnne's folks in Irelend, and with

the Bulls neszr Borley. It Would hsve been impossible for ierrisnne to have
pretended Jan wss her brother and not her son, when.her husband was still in
such clae touch with her parents. ‘

Apart from thst one instance there sre no important discrepancies between
the answers to the questions put by ¥r. Swanson, and the Zn{ofmdfa"m c.arrisnne has

bresewn!

given us in the>\ interviqws‘, letters and .telephone conversations.

As previously steted we are most grateful to l.rs, Coly for the opportunity

of checking this information,
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SUrVARY,

In order to zttervt 2 summery of the Borley hsuntings, and arrive at some
conclusions as to what reslly hevpened, one has to look at the whole history,
and szttempt to evaluste the havpenings during the various veriods, This is
what the zuthors of the SFR report (which es published in Januzry 1956) atternoted
to do during the course of their enquiry, It is impossible to ignore events
occurring creviously to, and following the Foyster incurbercy in d ny report
or. 3erley. Durine the past twenty ycars or more our ouwrn knowledge of the
type nf events freguertly described e#s heving occurred et Borley has advanced
erd chenged, so thet there sre accertsble exprlzrstions for sore of the\events
which seered inexoliceble 2t the tire, It seers » good morert to sttempt
some rg-ev:)uation, tozether with the more deteiled nicture of the events
durinz the Foyster incurbency, Cbviously 2fter this Javse of time there will
remain sore loose erds gnd variztions of detsil.

We cezn look 2t the veriods severately, 2s wes done in the STR renort.
Cf the first veriod, fror 17€2-1927 while the rembers of the Bull family
were living a2t the Rectory, little need be szid or added, It is e tyvicel
ghost story, of s type which sbounds ir England, Although ermbroidered end

added to over the yezrs by the loczl peonle for various ressons, if nothing

further had hzopened the story would hezve eventuslly faded away as a local legend,

Tre advent of electricity to the village streets, the improved transvortation

in the form of local buses to the nearby towns, the populsrity of the movies
relieved the boredor. of the local youth in mzny 2 village, and most ghost stories
were forgotten, One of us (Iris) wes & child in & smell village in that

vart of England Auring the twenties and early thirties, and there was scaicely

8 village in the neighbourhood thst did not heve its local ghost story, and

many boasted of more thar one. i ost of these centred arourd the villege

churck end grzveyard.
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Iris writes = "I remerher vividly that we children used to 'play ghost!

around the grsveyard; we would Fress in something white (2n old sheet perhaps)
and, waving 2 lumirous object, dart smong the tombstones, howling iike banshees,
We 2lso found a2 small hidden door at the bsck of the church intended for use

by the bellringeﬁ? who, heving rung the congregation 'in' on Sundays, would
slip out the bsck way cduring the service, only returning if their presence

was needed to ring the congregstion 'out'. The existence of this door was
known only to s few, and it was often left unlocked, so we children would

sneak into the church, soretires weving flashlightS, and ovlaying on the

organ if it hsd/gzgz unlocked. Circe the front of the church was securely
festerned this gave rise to thre story that 'spirits' sometimes entered the church
st night a2nd ghostly rmusic wes heard comirg from the organ. I.any of the

rore suverstitious of the villagers would not go rezr the church on az dasrk
winte;'s night! The historv of Zorley fror 18€2-1927 has to be regsrded

gs z nmixture of suverstition and voranks,

Eowever, in 1927, the Smiths came to the Rectory, snd th’s is the period durirg which,
s wes steted by the suthors of the SFR revort, the story of the Borley
hauntings beczme changed fror a local unimportant ghost story to something that
attracted nztionwide attertion, The story of the Smiths'! coming to Borley

is told in the S:R report, but I will recavitulate briéfly. Lr., end srs,
Smith hsd svent their esrly married life in India. Fowever, Hrs. Smith
contracted s serious illness 2nd it wes felt thzt she should return to England.
ir. Smitk decided to teke Foly Orders and obtein s living in England, This he
did, and they were offered the living st Borley, which they accepted., They
took the Rectory on trust, not hsving seen it before sccepting the living.

The Rectory was in a2 dreadful stete, ss the SFR report stetes, the sanitation
was bad, there were broken pipes, the weter hed to be hauled from & well, the
roof leaked. The heating was inadequate (especially for s couple who had

lived so long in Indiz), and the rectory as # whole was in s shocking state



of reveir, The Smiths were avnalled., They took with them one resident

meid, & girl of 15 yesrs of age, ..ary Fesersor, and she had a young man friend
(whor. she leter rarried) Fred, aged 16/17 yezrs. The Smiths knew nothing

of the ghost stories when they went to Sorley, but the villsgers quickly
eprsised them ss to what ricght be exvected to havven. They discovered that the
vzrishioners were reluctzrt to core to the rectory at night for fesr ﬁf the
ghosts, The Sriths went to Sorley in Cctober 1927, and in June 1929 wrote to a
national newsvcaner seeking the helr ¢ 2 zsychical research societyv. (It hes
been gllezed they “ored that the church authorities would listen kindly to 2
request for ¢ transfer if the rectory scquired s reputstion for being hsunted).
They relsted to the rewsnaner core of the vprevious stories of the ghosts, and
told of noltergeist tyoe ovheromens they were therselves exmeriencing, This
cOﬁtact'heH unexzected results, The ‘Taily iirrof'ljitar %o whom they had

written called on the services of Yarry frice, 2t that tire well known as &
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vsychic investizstor, zrd Frice, together with ¢ revorter from the ..irror, visited

the rectory. The resultine opublicity was overwhelring, The happenings now
teking nlace zrpeared to be ¢ mivture of the nreviéusly attested 'heuntings!
(i.e. reorle were rervorting seeirz the 'ghost'! of the fun, ard the phentor coach
and borSFs) 2rd 2ls0 2 rew kird of phenorenz which were of ¢ voltergeist type
ir nature. Incidentally, .arrienne has told us that the !isses Bull keot en
o]d-fashioned-coach which was used freqﬁently by an elderly cousin in her
visits around the neighbourhood, karrienne.says they used to joke about this,
and refer to it 2s the 'phentom' coach or the'headless'cosch (presumsbly
referring to the 2lleged stzte of the coachmen!), Harrienne seys that she and
Tionel used to szy they 'wished the hesdless cozch would give them a ride to
Sudbury'! - the locel bus service wass pretty poor. The villagers rust have all

known about this cosch, but it seems strange thet nobody hes actually mentioned
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the existence of this rezl cosch, and the fact that it was in use until at
lezst the early thirties, Cf course at that time ir the rural aress of
East Anglis meny veovle still travelled azround their local neighbourhoods by
pony and trzp.

In the light of hindsight the poltergeist type happenings would seem to
be 2 lozicel occurrence, Vhetrer the events centred around the Smiths themselves,
who were certzinly undergoing sufficient emotional tersions to be the focus of
such #n outbresk, or whether they centred ground i ary FPearson, who having been
indoctrirsted by the villzgers about the hzurtings, was vorobably scared But of her

weve collectivel

wits around the rectory, or whetwer alf fh*fﬁ/\ the focus,jit would be impossible
to decide now, “owever, oir work on the n»oltergeist phenomenon, and on the
Philip exveriment in perticuler, has showr us that this could be regarded cs
2 naturel sequee to the vrevious everts., Typical poltergeist ohenomens happened
andyas the story of the rnun was s2lresdy ir existence, it would be expected that
she would be the ghost that was 'seen', Tarry rrice errived, in faét, in the
rmiddle of a tynice)l voltergeist outoresk, It is interesting 21so, that durirg
the 'sesrce' held ir the 3Jue Room or the occasion of Price's first visit
tzos were heard coming fror the wooden back of the rirror in the roor, snd
on being questioned, the communicator idertified hirself es Farry Sull, Cur Philir
experiment has shown clezrly that in this situstion the communicator will eclair
to be whomever the reajority of the Larficilodfing group expect or wish it to be.
The content of the mzterizl obtsined in this situstion, of course, comes fror the
subconscious minds of the participents, znd answers tovquestions will be just what
are expécted in the circumstances. So we believe Frice wzlked into é full-blown
poltergeist situztion, triggered of by the emotions of either or both of the
Smriths and l.ery Fezrson. Although Frice wes considered to z2 s very good
invéstigator at that time, he, slong with many other reseszrchers in the field
of parspsychology, did not fully understend the mechanics of the poltergeist

phenomenon. Also, in view of leter investigetiors conducted by Price himself,
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we heve to wonder whether he might not himself have helped events elong when they
bezen to die down, a2s they often do in these circumstances, The incident of the
weter turnirng to irk 2t this time is worth remerbering, as, during the Foyster
incurbency, 2 glass of wine was turred irto ink, while Price was present, and
which !.arriarne s2ys she and Foyster alwzys regarded ss 'just s magician's trick!
which Price rerforred.

Firelly, let us look at the fourth veriod of the hzuntings - thet time after

the Toysters had left the rectory and it remeined unoccuvied., It was never

used 25 & home z2fter the Foysters left ir Cctober 1935; they hsd been there for
Just five yeers. Some eizhteen months sfter the Foysters left, snd five and

a half yerrs sirce his last visit to Borley, Price took 2 tenency of the rectory
for o year, beginming on 19 . sy 1937, Ye advertised in’The Times’for people

to tpké vart in investigetions there, and finally emcloyed some 4F volunteers.
These peonle visited the rectory,.:einly 2t weekends, during the yesr following.
The Arbons were still living in the cottage, and were ertrusted with the keys.
(It is interesting to note thet . arrisnne cormented to us thet the occupants of
the cottege V"told Frice 2 bunch of t2ll tales. They decided to cash ir on the
ect indevendently", In the SFR revort it is noted that 'the caretsker gives up
his keys very readily tn ernyone', and it was 2lso sz2id thet on one occasion wher
‘2 dark figure wes seen' it turned out to be i.r. Arbon, having s look round to
son if anyone was about. (P; 124 of report.. So we have the possibility of
continued 'encouraged' stories by the Arbons,

Also, rrice's Blue Book of Instructions to investigators, well-rmeaning though

it may heve been, orobsbly had the effect of stimulating imaginstion snd producing
exactly the 2oparitions and stories that were exvected. Cne cznnot say now
whether Price wes or wes notawere of this possibilify; but research during

subsequent years voints to the fact that in such a situetion i< is very likely
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thet sore reople a2rmong the investigating team sre very likely to see a 'ghost'!

It wes the result of Jjust such &n exverience that led to the start of our

Philip experiment. %e sent z team of inexverienced amsteur investigators

to an allegedly 'haunted! house in Scarborough, Crtario. Events of s poltergeist
nature had beer teking »lace, and the occuvant, having discovered that 2 previous
tenant hed comrmitted suicide by hanging herself ir the besement,claimed to hsve
actually seen the ghost of this lady, whom she felt was responsible for the
unaccountable thirgs thest were hacpening, Cur tesrm visited the home, and listened
to the tele of 221 the exveriences, They decided to visit 2gair on the next
eveninz, ard nlerned to snmend the whole right ir the hsunted basement to see

if the ghost would arvpeer, Thev were furnicshed with 2 list of 'instructiors!

on whet to do ¢rd how te behave whern investigatirg = heurting. Sure enough,

at eround 3 z,r. when they were 211 ir 2 stste of emotionel tension weiting for
somethirg to hacpen, =nd wher they were 2lso vrobably, quite physicazlly tired,
sorme merbers of the tea~ 'sew 2 horrible face looking 2t them! (their own words).
Questioned further they felt it resembled the fzce of the previous tenant, as she had
been described to ther~, They endeavoured to teke o victure, but 21l thet ceme

out was 2 grey victure of the wz2ll, with £ blue dot in the rmiddle, the room itself
did not core out on the rhotogravh., 411 the vrevious =nd subsequent photographs

on the roll were completely normel, "hether the excitement produced 2z 'voltergeist-
tyve! malfunctiorhof the camers, or they just vlsin ‘'goofed! the picture it is
difficult to say, (Incidentally the picture wes sent to the Kodak laborastories
for comrent who could offer no exrvlanation for the strange effect). The members
of the team who hed remsinred relstively calrm, end who did not see the ghost,
felt that the camers had been handled properly, that it wes pointed in the right
direction, and thet the flash bulb went off. It wes as 2 result of that
incident end the discussixn*m»had following it, thet we szttempted our Philip

exveriment, which wes initially, en effort to deliberstely create a ghost.
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1ith regerd to the vlanchette writings, again, our Fhilip experirent
proves what meny researchers alresdy believed, that the content of these messages
cores fror. the subconscious minds of the participants. It is very interesting
to look at the revorts of the plsnchette and ouijs board sittings of the Glanvilles
in the light of the knowledge we ourselves heve gzin.ed from our Philip
experiment, & full revort of sore of the Glanville sittings is giver in the
peges following -, 12C of frice's '"The End of Borléy Rectory", 2nd they are
extrerely reriniscent of our Philio experiments’ &'xcevt, of course, that our
Philic exveriments were always held in full light, But the content of the
messages obtzined by the Glanvilles seem clearly to be 2z mixture of already
‘knoun' (or accevted) feocts, and o 'fantasy' emerging from the subconscious
rinds of the sitters, - to fit the story, so to svezk, Tt is interesting thet
wher thé fects do rot guite fit the story, or when there ére aromelies, (such
zlleged
as the differert detes of her owr desth given by thj{spirit of Katie Borehar),
Frice assumes there 2re 'lying spirits, just es there are lying humans' (p. 145),
wheress, ir the light of our 'Fhilip!' experierce, we would sey that either the
rermbers of the verticipating grovw fird it difficult to remember everything that
has gore before, or, s sometires hevpened, if the composition of the groao varied,
ther the story itself became varied to mrtch the feelings or beliefs of thet
particulsr 'quorun', £ striking exarmple of this in the Philip groﬁp was over
the questior of smokirg, It cherced thet two or three members of the group are
addicted smokers, while two others very much object to even beirg in the same roor
where others sre smokirg, If the non-smokers (nlus those members who while
not smoking themselves nevertheless tolerated the smokers) were 211 ovresent,
FPhilip, on being questiored, would reject the idez of smoking; sshtrays on the
tzble would be tipped off, and loud negetive ravs would signify his displeasure.
If however, the non-smokers were in 2z rinority, and 211 the smokers were present,

rhilip, when questioned would loudly offirr his love of smoking, snswering
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in the affirrmative when questioned #s to whether he himself liked smoking.
The a2shtrsys would rerzin on the teble, It is slso interesting that the
orly time during the ~hilip experimert thst or object was thrown in a
poltergeist-like marner wss over this divided question of srmoking. The group
hzd stsried workirg, zrnd three people were zt the tzpe-recording spparatus,
wus

Cr. Whitton, wit» the errchonres onjronitorirg the irput, Frank Riley end Creig
Xrudser oversting the cortrols, The smokers zt thet moment were in the ms jority
end they were irﬂu?ging, en? gr zshtrey was or the tsble, ’argeret Svarrow,
tre most intolersrt of the rorn-za~okers entered the roor~ late, znd seeing the
siturtior exclzined ' hilin'! you don't like smoki_rz do you’' The table
irmedistely rawped "'o", Fidrey ther seid, pzcifically, 'alright ther, we will
rut the ashtrey or the floor' and he l2i” it or the floor behind hirself,
Sue took the sest rext to Sidrey £nd the sessior restzrted, Frark Riley, 2t
the tare recorder, rede sore re~rrk szbout Sue bei~g 2 'killjoy', end she rmede
¢n equrlly jokivgz rude retort, 4t thet rorert, the z2shtrey drooped cdown fror
tre céiing and lorded by Frerk's feet, just missirc his esr on the wey down,
Ir “hittor and {¥2ig Knudsen, rt “he true recorder, hezrd the ashtrzy hit the
overhead viuves #nd f211 to the grourd. 411 the members of the group were sitting
erourd the table, hands or the tsble, (Dr. Whitton wes watchirg ther and would

by enyore

heve seen eny movemens(to rick up the ashtrzy, s would all the other members of

the group). 0obody observed the ashtrey rise fror the floor, ss they were Jooking

towards the centre of the table, and 2t each other 2t the tire; some had their backs tc

it. The three men 2t the tepe recorder only saw it 2s it fell, aswnparently,
from the cé&irg. The sound of the esshtrey f2llirg, and the comments made 2t

the time were, of course, 411 nert of the recording, This was one of thé many
epis&des th=t crused us to rezlise that the content of the resszges received ir
this type of session comes fror the minds of the merbers of the group, znd thst

this content cer, and does, very zccording to the compesitior of the grouv and
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their varvirg idess end beliefs, To us it demonstrptes that the materisl

derived from the planchette sittings of the Glanville could very well have ementibed
fro~ the subconscious beliefs znd fentesies of the rartiecinarts.

%o, in retrosrect, it seerss cossible there is e logical explanatior to fit

2ll the different vhases of the 21leged hauntings st Borley over the yeers,

The everts follow 2 vatter: vhich has been seen several tires in ceses which

heve mede the headlines in the rmedia. A corbined haurting end poltergest outbrezk
is rezorted, followed by the arrivel of investigators znd J,purnelists.

The cossibilities rresert ir 2 'good stbry' are obvious, and the story is
embroiderﬁd, and exornded, Irn rmeny of these czses a nsychic is celled in to mske
cortact with the zhost, and find out wvhet is reeded to brirg veece to the

suctvosed 'unquiet swirit’. In thevcase of Sorley the Glervilles seered to

heve clgygd this letter role, and thus gave further substance to the zccount

by confirrirg the existence of such 2 'svirit'. It has becore z well-recognised

sequerce of everts,
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Page 3% (above) Larly photograph of Borley Rectory, with the Rev
and Mrs H. D. E. Bull and seven of their daughters; (below) Borley
Rectory drawing-room, carly twenticth century




Page 51 (above) The Rev H. F. (Harry) Bull, Rector of Borley 1892-
-~ 1927; (below left) The Rev Guy Eric Smith, Rector 1928-30; (below
" right) Mabel Smith (Mrs Eric Smith) at Borley, 1929
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Page 52 (above left) TFrancois &
Arvtes (I'vank Charles Pearless, 1894-
1966); (above right) Marianne Foy-
ster (Mrs Lo AL Foyster); (below) the 3
Rev Lionel Algernon Fovster, Rec-
tor 1930-5. at Borley




