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Access the Recording Here

We strongly recommend that you watch our recorded “Get Involved in
Research” Information Session before using the links in these slides 

Time stamps of when each slide is shown in the
recording can be found in the right corner of each slide 00:00

https://youtu.be/xiz9bIpKedE?si=JgMc6DqZ5UNFhe7w


Figure out how to
resolve it Resolve it

What is Research?

Identify a challenge
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Figure out how to
resolve it Resolve itIdentify a challenge

Research in Everyday Life

I’m hungry Google “food near me” Found a place I want to
eat

03:41



Hands-on experience1

Is research right for me?

2 Transferrable skills 3 Real-world applications

4 Apply classroom knowledge 5 Collaborate with others

Benefits of Research

05:45



Join a
Faculty Lab

Independent
Project

Research Models

Both involve a faculty mentor!
11:08



 Types of Compensation

Academic credit
Enroll in 199 or

other 190s course

Pay
Work study,

research grants

Talk to your faculty mentor. Your preferred method of compensation is not guaranteed. 

13:45



How much time should I spend?

12–15 hours/week during the school year
10-30 hours/week in the summer
At least one school year (3 quarters)

Can I do more?

15:00



When should I get started?

Whenever I’m ready

Questions to ask myself:
Do I have time in my schedule?
Do I want to clarify my goals/plans?
How long do I want to do this?
How long before I graduate?

Consult an academic
advisor in your departments

to determine if any
academic requirements

affect your research
timeline
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Find faculty
members to
work with 

Reach out to
faculty

Research is a three-step process:

Find a
research

topic

1 2 3

20:36
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Step 1: 
Find a Research Topic

What topics interest you from your classes?

If you don’t know, reflect on these questions:
Why did I choose my major?
What do I want to learn more about?
What are UCI faculty researching?

You may do
research

outside of your
major!
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Make a list of faculty who
interest you

Research them

Faculty I know 
Faculty profiles: 

faculty.uci.edu
Department websites

Google Scholar: 
scholar.google.com

Personal/lab websites 

Step 2: 
Find Faculty Members

24:28

http://faculty.uci.edu/
https://urop.uci.edu/on-campus-opportunities/
http://scholar.google.com/


Step 3: 
Reach Out to Faculty 

or

28:00

https://faculty.sites.uci.edu/crhlab/


Emailing Faculty

Goal: Get an appointment with faculty and start to build a relationship

Paragraph 1: You (Introduce Yourself)

Paragraph 2: Them (Highlight Their Expertise)

Paragraph 3: Ask for an appointment

28:22



Use the “Sample Faculty Email” to draft
your email to professors!

Need additional
help? Watch our

“Guide to Emailing
Professors” by

scanning the QR
code below

30:20

https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/wp.ovptl.uci.edu/dist/e/3/files/2024/09/Faculty_Email_Template.pdf
https://youtu.be/tZtt0JQUd74?si=GnDFU4IReQcKjGin
https://youtu.be/tZtt0JQUd74?si=GnDFU4IReQcKjGin


Meet with them
Treat it like a job interview

Prepare

Be punctual

Dress appropriately

Send a thank-you email

33:21

https://career.uci.edu/undergraduate/prepare-for-an-interview/interview-techniques/


Passion, curiosity, and motivation
You don’t have to be an expert!

Remember: Professors are people too

Why would faculty want to
work with me?

34:02



What can UROP do for me?

 urop.uci.edu

Support my
research

Help me
share my
research 

Help me get
started in
research

35:54
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Research Roadmap

12

Present at the
annual research

symposium!

1

11

13

Attend a GIR info
session

Apply to present
at our annual

research
symposium

Come to UROP for
help with

applications and
proposals

2

10

14

Find a topic

Attend on-
campus events to

network

Apply for UROP
Summer

Undergraduate
Research
Program

3

9

15

Find potential
faculty mentors

Come to UROP for
any questions

during the
research process

Apply to a
conference

4

8

16

Come to UROP for
advising

Apply for UROP
Research

Experience
Fellowship if

applicable

Apply for UROP
Travel Award

5

7

Email faculty 

Come to UROP for
proposal writing

help

6

Start your project

17

Present your
project at a
conference!
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Use the “How to Get Involved in Research
Worksheet” to start your research journey!

37:50

https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/wp.ovptl.uci.edu/dist/e/3/files/2024/09/Final-GIR-Worksheet.pdf
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UROP Website

38:18

https://urop.uci.edu/


 urop.uci.edu

Science Library, Office 559

urop@uci.edu

Have more questions after
watching a “Get Involved

in Research” Info Session? 

Contact us!

https://urop.uci.edu/contact-us/

