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Study Abroad and the Link to STEM 

Figure 1. Graph of Increase in American Students Pursuing Study Abroad from 
the Institute of International Education 



Study Abroad and the Link to STEM 

Figure 2. Graph of Decline in US Liberal Arts 
Students Pursuing Study Abroad from the 

Institute of International Education

Figure 3. Graph of US STEM Students Pursuing 
Study Abroad from the Institute of International 

Education



Project Based Learning and the WPI Plan

IQP was built on the theory of project based 
learning

- Student lead projects outside of an 
engineering environment can 
enhance key professional skills and 
learning outcomes.

Early 1960’s: 
WPI recognized that 
it needed a change in 
education methods.

1987:
First international 
project center was 
formally established 
in London.

2016: 
There are over 
45 WPI project 
centers 
established 
worldwide. 

1970: 
WPI Plan was 
instituted, with the 
Interactive Qualifying 
Project (IQP) being a 
major component.



 Understand the effects the LPC has had on its alumni.

 Understand how student projects have affected sponsoring 

organizations.

 Compile a complete history of the Project Center.

Objectives

1.

2.

3.



Faculty Interviews and the Database 

   First Projects
Number and 

terms of project 
offering

Sponsoring 
organizationsDATABASE

FACULTY 
INTERVIEWS

Origins of the 
Center

How sponsors 
and projects are 

found

What goes into 
setting up and 

running projects



The London Project Center’s Beginnings 

Implementation of 
the WPI Plan 

(1970)

Exchange 
program with City 

University and 
work with Maria 

Watkins 
(1974)

Establishment of 
the London Project 
Center as the first 

center abroad
(1987)

Connections with 
the DC Patent 

Office and the UK 
Patent Office 



Projects Through the Years

1987 - 1993 1994 - 2008 2009 - 2014



Alumni Survey  

Creation of a survey to 
send to alumni of the 
LPC from the years 
1987-2014

395 responses out of 733 
requests, 54% response 
rate

Gather testimonials 
from select alumni 
to gain more 
personal details of 
their experience 



Alumni Survey - Example Questions 



Student Perceived Impact on Sponsors 

Very Significant

Significant
Moderate

Minimal

Not at all

To what extent do you feel like your project had a lasting impact on the 
organization by which you were sponsored?

Organization Impact Scores 

Museum: 1.98
Social Service Organization: 1.97

Local Government Authority: 1.81
Professional Organization: 1.73

National Government Organization: 2.06

20 8040 60 140120100 160 1800



The London Project Center’s Impact on Skills  

Very positively Positively Negatively Very Negatively Neither / Nor 



Open Response
“I can trace my DEVELOPMENT and advancement in oral 
PRESENTATION SKILLS to this project.”

“The tight DEADLINES and the close working 
environment contributed greatly to my experience. The 
presentations, both in London and at WPI, as well as the 
project updates gave me a better sense of public 
speaking.”

“I wouldn't have 
traded that summer 
for ANY internship 
or other school 
program. The 
FRIENDS I made 
there I still stay in 
touch with and the 
MEMORIES were 
once in a lifetime.” 

“It provided me with 
the tools to perform 
RESEARCH 
independently, work 
successfully within a 
TEAM, and clearly 
present my findings 
and perspective. It gave 
me CONFIDENCE and 
CURIOSITY to pursue 
further education and 
experiences beyond 
WPI.”

“Today's business environment is 
GLOBAL. Having INTERNATIONAL 
experience was extremely useful and 
helped my understanding of another 
CULTURE. The way we did the 
research for my project is similar to 
how I conduct research in my current 
career.”



Sponsor Interviews



The London Project Center’s Impact on Sponsors 
Throughout our interviews with sponsors, we received an overwhelmingly positive 

response.

Consistently 

meeting or 

exceeding 

sponsor 

expectations.

Infusing energy 

and enthusiasm 

into the 

workplace.

Bringing a fresh 

perspective to 

solving 

problems.
Acquaintances 

staff with dealing 

with outside 

contacts and 

interns.



Overall Conclusions

London Project 
Center

Students bring new 

ideas and 

innovative points 

of view to 

sponsoring 

organizations 

working to solve 

complex problems.

Fosters student growth, 

making for success in 

professional 

environments.

Students gain a 

greater 

understanding of 

other cultures, and 

become more 

comfortable 

traveling to new 

places.



Recommendations



Recommendations



Deliverables - Timeline 

Link: http://prezi.com/aebsk7u3ou8e/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 

http://prezi.com/aebsk7u3ou8e/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy


Deliverables - Updated Database   



Deliverables - 
Brochure
(Outside)  



Deliverables - 
Brochure 
(Inside)  



Deliverables - Alumni Testimonials 

● Life post-grad
● Why is it 

valuable to 
complete IQP 
abroad?

● Why would you 
recommend the 
London Project 
Center?

● What was your 
favorite aspect of 
your IQP 
experience in 
London?
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Thank you for attending 
our presentation.  We will 

take questions now. 
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