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The Problem



64%
of roads on Nantucket are privately owned



Road Ownership



Rugged Road

Eel Point Rd



Addresses & Signs Easements

Other Concerns



Discontinuous Roads

Other Concerns



Goals and Objectives



Goal: Evaluate management strategies for private 
roads on Nantucket.

To do this, we:

1. Evaluated current management plans;

2. Evaluated current practices;

3. Determined best practices in comparable towns.

4. Created a checklist of criteria;

5. Applied the criteria to select roads.



23
INTERVIEWS

11 Town Officials

5 HOA Presidents

4 DPW Directors

3 Other



Current Plans





Friendship Lane

Somerset Road

Winn Street

Amelia Drive

Ticcoma Way
(to Lover’s Lane)

Potential Takings



Abutter Education



Homeowners / Residents Associations

of associations interviewed 
allocate money to road 

maintenance

50% 11 of 20
have dues less than or 

equal to $100



Arkansas Avenue Eat Fire Springs Road



Recommendation

Distribute private road maintenance 
information.



Compared Towns
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Snow Removal

Eastham Wellfleet

Surface Type Paved Paved

Surface Width 20 ft 10 ft

Vertical Clearance 14 ft 14 ft

Roadside Clearance 2 ft 3 ft

Street Sign Required? Yes Yes



Recommendation

Draft an adapted snow removal policy 
for private roads.

Image:  Flickr / Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism 



Other Practices

Town-funded 

maintenance 

Taking of

private roads

Barnstable

North Attleborough

Eastham

Dedham

X ✔



Criteria for Taking



Importance to Traffic Network

Public Safety

Homeowners Associations (HOA)

Abutters

Cost



Recommendation

Prioritize takings using the presented 
list of criteria.



Summary of Recommendations


